Japan protests |

Russia's N-waste
dumping

TOKYO, Oct 19: Japan prot-

waste in the Japan Sea and its
plans to dump a second
‘shipload by November 15,
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NEW DELHI, Oct 19: Indian

today asked the government to
do its utmost to protect
Kashmiris holiest mosque
whose dramatic takeover by
Musitm rebels has an

army siege of the shrine, reports
AFP.

Leading dailies here cau-
tioned New Delhi against a
hasty assault on the Hazratbal

in Kashmir's summer

Ky

Mother Teresa off to Chinﬁ

Mother Teresa left Calcutta for China Tuesday

to

up the first ever home of the Missionaries of charity there, PT1

reports from Calcutta -

The 83-year old Nobel laureate, accompanied by one of sis-
ters of her organisation, plans to set up a home for the desti-

tutes.

Menem leaves h
Carlos Menem returmmed home from the

itﬂ,l: President

Monday. three

days after undergoing surgery on a key artery to his brain, AP

reports from Buenos Aires.

Menem. 63, said he felt “ better than ever” and expected to
rest for a few days before returmning to work Thursday for a

Cabinet meeting.

“1 never thought of dying,

nor am | thinking of dying.”

Menem said at a news conference at the presidential residence

in the suburb of Olivos.

Fﬁuini .tm in com: More neurclogical
tests were planned Tuesday for film director Federico Fellini,

whose doctor
Romme

Unfortunately. the prognosis is very guarded

ted the Oscar winner would sufifer some
brain damage even if he emerged from his coma. AP repots from

and the situa-

tion could be very grave.” said Dr. Gianfranco Truchetti outside

Rome's Polychinic
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heart attack caused by respiratory problems.

file picture dated May 18, ‘87 shows |Lal
Fellini at the Cannes film festival in the South of
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claims 10 in India:

Central Committee is to convene in Betjing next month to focus
of finance. taxation. investment. foreign trade and assets of

state enterprises. the Ta Kung Pao said.

Rebels kill 7 in Peru: suspected ienie

rebels ambushed a pickup truck in a rural area of Peru, killing
all seven people aboard. including an eight-month-old baby.

police said Monday. AFP reports

from Lima

Before being killed, the driver of the truck was lortured and
forced to watch as eight hooded gunmen believed to belong 1o

Shining Path guerrillas
Saturday’s attack. police said.

killed his wife and children in

The victims included two other children. aged 13 and 15.

ROK rejects US

NICOSIA Oct 19 Saddam
Hussein's army is inexorably
driving Iraq's Marsh Arabs out
of their once impenetrable
southern swampland., where
they have lived off the land
since the dawn of civilisation,

AP

Day and night. his artillery
pounds the marshes where
some 10.000 Shiite Mushm
rebels are holed up. He's also
draining the wetlands so his
armour and big guns can move
in ever deeper

But the Baghdad regime's
real objective goes just

oul armed whao
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| the marshes, saying it is re-

Caution against repeat of Golden Temple incident

ordinary people to the shrine.”

The and

paramilitary forces late Friday
laid siege to the holy shrine
after it was taken over by
dozens of Muslim militants
fighting to secede Kashmir the
country’s only Muslim majority
stale.
The troops have ringed the
entire mosque complex with
barded wire and cut off electric-
ity and water to the shrine in a
bid to tire out the gunmen as
well as a group of civilians
holed up inside.

The mosque houses a
hair reputed to be from the
beard of the Prophet
Mohammed (SM). Indian army
officers have declared they will
maintain the sanctity of the
mosgque.

The newspapers cautioned
New Delhi against a repeat of
the bloody June 1984 army of-
fensive on the Golden Tempie
Sikh dom's holiest shrine in
Amritsar afier it was taken over
by Sikh militants In a similar
manner.

That operation calied Blue

indian army

Star left some 100 militants and
civilians dead and fuelled Sikh
militancy In neighbouring
Punjab state.

"Indian forces must under
no circumstances attempt
another Blue Star®™ the
Economic Times sald. “There |s
no point in rushing down the
same road yet again” added the
Pioneer.

Opposition leader Inder
Kumar Gujral of the centrist

Janata Dal (People’s Party), said
it was New Delhi's responsibility
to protect the mosque and

*ensure that the terrorists did
not its sanctity.”
Communist Party of
India said iIn a statement that
any desecration of the shrine
"will have serious consequences

" not only In the (Kashmir) valley

but in the entire sub-conti-

nent.” -
Muslim militants inside the

shrine have demanded a lifting

eral masses

Kashmiri Muslim women chant anti-Indian slogans during an evacuation operation near the

Delhi asked to protect Hazratbal

osqu

i

-

'besieged Hazratbal Mosque on Sunday in northern Kashmir.

Iran to send all
Afghan refugees

home by Mar'96

TEHRAN, Oct 19: Iran has
planned to send home all
Afghan refugees In its territory
by March 1996, Tehran Radio
reporied Monday, says Xinhua.

Ahmad Hosseinl, Director-
General of Refugee Affairs, was
quoted as saying by the radio
that Afghags in lran must apply
for identity cards over the next
five months in preparation for

the phased return.

During the 14 yeafs of the
civil war that followed the 1979
Soviet invasion of h
millions of fed their
homes to neighbouring Pakistan
and lran.

Before the Afghan
Mujahideen forces ousted
[ormer Soviet-backed President
Mohammad govern-
ment in April 1992, Iran hosted
some two million Afghan
refugees, including 580,000
without any valid papers for
staying in the country.

Hosseini said that about
850,000 had voluntar-

ily to their country in
phased . return of the
Afghan refugees would be com-

. — AFP photo Ipbtudhyﬂuﬂtlm.he-ﬂd.

UK cancels

LONDON. Oct 19: The gov-
ernment cancelled a short-
range nuclear missile pro-
gramme Monday, signaling a
major rundown in Britain's

" atomic arsenal following the end

of the Cold War, reports AP.
Defence Secretary Malcolm

Rifkind told the House of

Commons that the planned

weapons system. the Tactical
Air-to-Surface Missile, was un-

Britain would rely on its
submarine-launched Trident
long-range missiles, an Ameri-
can-designed system. he
announced.

Earlier, the all-party Com-
mons Defence Select Committee

reported that the Royal Navy
incapable of

among many rank-and-file
legislators. They alte already
at successive defence
culs by the cash-strapped
Conservative government.

“We have concluded that our
previous requirement for a new
stand-off nuclear weapon ca-
pability is not a sufficiently high
priority to justify procurement
of a new nuciear system in the
current circumstances.” said
Rifkind said. °

The new missile was to have
replaced the Royal Air Force's
free-fall bomb, the WEI177,
which is to be withdrawn from
service by 2006

"How is it that we are doing
this now . . . when all sorts of
tin-pot dictators are potentially
able to get their hands on nu-
clear weapons?” demanded
John Wilkinson. a right-wing
Conservative tor.

According to news leaks,
Prime Minister John Major
plans to squeeze Britain's 24
billion-pound (36 billlon dollar)

L ]
defense bil-
lon pounds (1.5 bilion dollar)
in the annual next

month. That would come in ad-
dition to the cancelled missile

programme.

Major’'s predecessor,

Margaret Thaicher, ordered the
highly potent Trident missile
_ gradually replac-

implemented a series of cuts in
conventional forces during this

army by one-fourth to 116,000
| personnel by next year and
scrap four brand-new diesel-
powered submarines.

The Commons defense
committee said in its report that
further cuts would reduce de-
fense capabilities “to below the
minimum level necessary for

shoi't-ra_nge N-missile plan |

the security of the United

The report said the Royal
Navy was now stretched to
"unwise levels' even In peace-
time.

"It is evident that in the
event of full-scale war, the
Royal Navy would be incapable
of our sea routes on
which we depend for both trade
and the movement of our armed
forces,” the committee said.

"It is our view that this

punmlmT

and fatal threat to
the long-term security of this
country”.

Rijkind faces a concerted
lobby, headed by rank-and-file
legislators and military com-
manders, to prevent further de-
fense cuts.

But the is seek-
ing to close a 50-billion pound
(75 billion dollar) deficit and

treasury officials say the
November budget will be among
the toughest ever.

Venezuela orders

deportation of

British writer

CARACAS Oct 19 Venezue-
la Monday ordered the
deportation of British writer
David Yallop for = disrespect.”
as a resull of charges he made
against police and officials In
defending a suspect in the
Yupple bombing case reports
Hruter

him

the thospitality of the
Veneruelan 2 Justice
Missister Fermin Marmel Leon
Levhad

Y arrived in Caracas
last week 1o promote his book
about famed Venezureian terror:
ist Carfos “the jackal” entitied
“To the Ends of the Earth.”

However he spent most ol
his time defending Thor

T ]

and former tial com-
raastoney aguinst drug traffick
ing who was arrested In con-
nection with a susnmer bomb-
Ing spres.

Police have sasd a group of
“Yupple™ businessmen plotied
the bombings in July and
Ausgust inchuding the August | 8
car bomb in a hooury Caracas

centre in order to
profit from the resulting turmol

h-:tm about

or

Police
18 peopile in the case.

Yallop said he had known
Halvorseen for three years. and

extract information

| China, Taiwan agree
to resume talks

BELIING. Oct 19: China and
Taiwan have agreed to resume
unofficial talks after a break of
nearly two months, but are still
wan over the date and lo-
cation of the negotiations, it
was reported today. says AFFP.

China's semi-official
Association for Relations Across
the Tatwan Strit [ARATS) re-
ceived a fax Friday from Its
Talwan counterpart the Straits
Exchange Foundation (SEF)
confirming its willingness to re-
sume their historic negotia-
tions, the China Daily reported.

The talks are almed at Im-

plementing agreements reached
at a landmark meeting between

Larnaca Airport in Cyprus on
conference

Queen Elizabeth I1 is greeted by Cyprus

the heads of the two agencies —
set up to facilitate cross-strait
contacts in the absence of offi-
cial ties between the longtime
rivals — in Singapore in April.
The English-language daily
said SEF responded only after
repeated requests from ARATS
to continue the working-level

+ talks after a first round, held

here on August 30 and
September 1, ended without
substantial progress.

China wishes the next round
to take place as soon as possi-
ble in the Chinese capital, while
Tatwan wants to hold them In
Xiamen — In southeastern

Fujian province,

Cyanide leak kills
6 in China

BEWING, Oct 19: A leak of

lethal vuleanized from
an oll well in northeast China
killed six oil workers and in-
jured hundreds, an official re-
port said Tuesday. reports AP.
Tens of thousands of resi-
dents near the oil field In
Zhaoxian County, Hebei
province. were evacuated after
the newly drilled well began
spouting the lethal chemical
September 28, the Beljing
Youth News (Beljing Qingnian
Bao) reported.
About a week after the acci-
dent, 58 people still were in

The paper said officials in-
vestigating the case refused to
answer reporter' s questions.
-— e e ———

President Glafkos Clerides (C) upon her arrival at
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— AFP photo

claiming it agriculture, yet
dooming a Uunique way of life
that dates back 6,000 years.

In recent months. about one-
third of the marshes have been
drained

Between the shellfire and
draining. the Shiite Marsh
Arabs, or Madan, are fleeing as
their habitat becomes unitvable

Baghdad's socialist Baath
regime, obsessed with progress
and development at all costs,
has long despised the indepen-
dent-minded Madan and their
watery labyrinth where they fish
and hunt and lve in reed
houses.

Ower the last few years the

. regime has been waging a pro-

paganda campalgn Inet
them. The state-run al- 4

| Saddam forces‘drive Marsh Arabs o

dally newspaper. for example.
recenily branded them a
“monkey-face people” and thelr
culture “primitive, debased and
umn - irag)

in 1980, an estimated
700,000 people lived in and
around the marshes. Now, after
mass relocations and the exo-
dus to lran, only an estimated
200,000 remain s

Before Saddam s engineers
went o work. the mashes cov.
ered a triangular area about
6 000 square miles (17,500
square kilometers). The fetid,
mosquito- infested walerway
threaded through pqzm
forests and thick jungles of 20
foot-high (7 -meter] reeds,
Summer (emperatures soared

above 122 Fahren hett
tmmm_
iraql forces have been

month, the latest of several
trips sinee 199 ]

“The Baghdad regime has st
aut to oblfterate the Shiltes
it's AfMcult to call thie anything
fl-nﬂun “Saddam i

to destroy (he eul

g

i

ting off foed and .

"Saddam's c<a
horifyingly successful .
ation Is

endemic In the

maiahea The who've got

oul say It's in there.®
Nic holeon sakd

Iran ®a that 30,000

Israel to free 6000
- Palestinians

AMMAN. Oct 19: Israel has
agreed to free up to 6,000
Palestinians heid In Israeli jails,
a move that would fulfill a con-
dition of the Israel-PLO peace
agreement. Palestinian officials
said Monday. reports AP.

Omar Khatib, deputy chief of
the Palestine Liberation

tion mission in Jordan,
said the releases, which could
begin this weeK. will be the first
step toward the release of some
13.000 Palestinian prisoners.

But Israel says it is holding
11,000 Palestinians. and lsraeli
media reports have said that up
to 2,000 prisoners who have
been sentenced to killing
Israelis agreed to allow a
Palestinian team into the occu-
pied territories to “assess the
security situation® ahead of the

t of a Palestinian po-
lice force.

Israel is to begin withdraw-
ing security forces from the oc-

"Off the Rec

Infidelity is rare !
WASHINGTON : About 85 per cent of American husbands
and wives are faithful to each other, says a researcher out to

dispel myths about adultery, reports

cupied areas beginning in mid-
The Israel-PLO accord,
provides for self-rule in
Strip and the West
town of Jericho. took af-
fect Wednesday as negotiations
continued on how to implement
the pact.
Khatib said General Amnon
Shahak “promised that between
4.500 and 6,000 Palestinian
will be released soon.”
Shahak is h!ld:ﬁ'.’ll an Israel
negotiating team discussing se-
curity issues in with
the PLO at the Egyptian resort
of Taba.

“That could come as early as
this weekend.” he said. “This is-
sue as well as the release of the
rest of Palestinian prisoners will
be discussed when the Taba
talks resume Wednesday."

Khatib confirmed that the
PLO was secking the release of
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.

5

AP

’Hm:mwnbcﬂym:ﬂmﬂﬂcnﬂymﬂhuhﬂtm
extsamarital relations than on any other facet of human
behaviour.,” sald Tom W. Smith of the National Opinion

Research Center.

About 15 per cent of married or previously married
Americans have cheated on a spouse, Smith, director of the
center's General Social Survey, said in a report Monday at an
American Enterprise Institute seminar.

Perhaps 3 per cent to 4 per
a sexual

report much
based on

*The

research.

cent of husbands and wives have
outside their marriage in a given year, he said.
Smith said TV talk shows and
numbers of marital cheats that are not

popular magazines commonly

problem has been the lack of good scientific

information.” Smith said in an interview Monday.

Other studies have found affairs to be more common than
the General Social Survey did, but still well below estimates
often repeated in the popular media.

For example, the Kinsey Institute of Sex Research at Indiana
University estimated In 1990 that 37 per cent of married men
and 29 per cent of married women have been unfaithful.

In the 1993 survey of people who were married or previously

183.
The

intoxicated a felony
and a 5,000 dollars "
well above the legal

cent of men and 13 per cent of women reported

LEESBURG : There's no law against flying naked so
were allowed to

passengers. Thornton said. 'didn’t have

say " Police gave them their clothes, which had
car. and sent them on their way.
Smith was charged with

go free, but their
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