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Carnage at CMC

The of student tics, €.
e e e o e e
Monday's carnage at the Chittago Medica

CMC) campus barely a month after a
rald on the college tel confirms the

hn-uﬁgmbetmn and a the rival

student . tly. ltudmm: poli mlum ——
— s governed pemicious mo-
the- hy students wing's

ra than the merits of

establishing
might
party In this case, the ominous
m-::gw violence is all too

. The that such and intimida-
tion are — albeit in the short-term — in re-

following explains why ultima
.ll cimpuavhgnnebyt:t?r

tive of
their
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No wonder, the tical parties are becoming a
party to this cult of violence — even not all
of them are a :uﬂpmter of this murderous

. One ere is that, this y
crime committed by the most . per-
talented section of our popula either
finds its rehw to the guilty conscience
befitting it or carries punishment enough
l:omtuldetenuu.ﬂntheothermw

to be abetting this heinous crime, thus
encouraging more such violence.
day before the CMC incident, Dhaka
also wit-
ng and the
demonstration of firepower by a student group.
nntt:lkcluugy to to this
tion and once again the university seems to
Edcd d Th
many- contending parties. ere is
lumvuﬁtynrlcmmurmm now
which is free from bitter h t.ieubctw;:ny er-
ent student . And hardly a single passes
mestakingphccmmymﬂege
campus. Nobody can say the campus situation has
in the least improved during the recent times. In
the p.c.i'fltJ w}ij:l -
government's ormance was a , to say
the least.

Then there is no reason to think that other polit-
hﬂpﬁﬂhdﬂmrbtuﬂbymtunghmrdnpo-
litical or programme that merited to be, on
the one , an altemative to the uation of
the practice of violence; and on the other, taken
by the e t&mﬂmm
programmes. Ls a ' campus
violence far from . 1s bound to aggravate.
The political es have compromised on an issue
deserving to be a first priority: for their immediate
gain. The gain in this case is increasing the

of their student in the hope that

the control of educational institutions will ensure
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. a section of our society has
: bo’ culture, rather, has suc-
cumbed to its invasion. It is on this count that
we all have in our duties to resist the un-
wanted. This tcy of the na-

to the major political es not to use, or
abuse, the students for their political ends. We
once urge them to sit together for reach a
consensus about eliminating this evil responsible
for eating into the very vita] of our education sys-
tem.
Let the politics be a little fairer and freer from

tty Lﬂ:rty considerations. If the parties cannot
Ecp country's interest above those of an indi-

vidual or groups. we are really heading for a disas-

ter. .
Traffic Blockages

Movement in the capital city is a regular odyssey
lttl'wmidafwhlchthgrels:?:;kn if the hero
would return to his Penelope in one piece or not. It
was at first thought that rickshaws contributed
most to both the danger and the jams on the city
roads. But as rickshaw-riders far outnumber the
other vehicle-users on the road. it is democratic
that the rickshaws could the blame on the
motorised vehicles. Then the hawkers and vendors

the footpaths and spilling on to the roads,
were held to be culprits and have in the meantime
been eliminated from their crowded haunts. At the
Farm Gate area the traffic administration, unable
to cope with the daily jams, has tried to heal the

headache by cho off the head. They have cut
the city in two for not owning a car or plebian
to ride a bus or take a shared tempo jour-

m:{.8 for women, the main patron of the
rickshaws but for which contraption movement of
women would have been seriously restricted in the
capital city, a serious blow it could be to the cause

of the gender gap.

It is to witness from time to time innovation
and o s of manipulations affected l:_?.rhﬂ'l:
traffic au ties on the pattern of road use, These

ts seem to be geared to realising one
point — keeping the traffic all the uﬁg

and good
mmri;g In ensuring that they have often over-
-the convenience of the road-users and yet
to reap good results so far, thanks to their
the road behaviour of the vehicle drivers.
buses do stop whenever and wherever they feel
the middle of the road. At the atupgag:
top two or three abreast, choking off all
t on the road, incl pedestrian.
we support the principle that every-
should be done for a continuous and free flow
on the road at all times of the day —
the authorities themselves often break
tance, when the Prime Minister moves
her engagements tb another. All their
this matter comes to nought if the
not eminently negotiable. Traffic is
down and a slow traffic forces a fast pile-up
cars and buses and rickshaws and what

s are not the trafficwallah’s charge.
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Now that the rains are finally away, roads emer
from their watery cover with a pathetic, nay dange
-spitting mien. Every other minute of your
you will need to dead-stop your vehicle to
save trap from hrm. There are two
other con tors to the of road traffic.
Bad ting and coverless manholes. Coverless
manholes and roads pockmarked with minihills

and minidales do stifle the speed and flow of traffic

effectively. But these are no to
wia; when s

e traffic constables cannot help a
crowded situation. Most of the daily jams are a

tribute to their ineffectuality.

s tion. We have time and again ap- ai
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Intercontinental: a general apa-
thy of voters about the elec-
tions. In the districts of
Karachi, we not only saw nu-
merous electién booths full of
activists, but we also came

Bangladesh
elections of 1991 and the Pakistani elections of 1993 is
that the first was the outcome of a papular will, and
the latter wos Aeld at the behest of the army; in its bid

hﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁmmw

the third e In the course of
five years Buih the PPP gov
ermunent thal came inlo office as,

ests of the army, had remained
unchanged. There was a

pared to leave more room for
the civilian without ab-
dicating their core interests. In
fact. the current developments
— the two crucial. resignations
leading to the dissolution of the
NA. and the fresh elections. —
were patently “army brokered”,
and the election itselfl was held
under the auspices of a civillan
care-taker government with the
full backing of the military. In
fact, the army's physical pres
ence was a part of the electoral
arrangements, o ensure that
the polling was free and fair. It
seems that the Army by now
has assumed a purely guardi-
anship role in respect of
Pakistan's politics, and the par-

ties, oo, have come W0
there is

:
;

.!_
]
B8
3
!

i
Al
i

:

i

£

+
14
ii:!ﬁ

ek
I
i

i
:
|

28
¢
:

i
g
%

ik
1
|
!

i
!
:

2
8

i
i

!

8!
§
i

bid to end the bickerings
amongst the two main parties.
There was more to it, though,
Nawaz Sharifs challénge to
Presidential powers which the
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Pakistan Elections: Widely
Accepted as Free and Fair

|

tion of the 1990 scene, — Bena-
zir in Islamabad as Pakistan's
Prime Minister, and Nawaz
Sharil or his

Population Boom Overwhelms Fight against World Hunger
ok’ Ian Steele writes from New York

yield soufoods & erelbrA 0 P S Etech,

of crops to use fertiliser and of nature to produce

that population
growth is overwhelming

published by the Washington-
based Worldwatch Institute.

In a book Vital Signs 1993 —
The Trerndds That Are Shaping
Our Future the Institute reports
that efforts to slow world popu-
lation growth have lost momen-
tum and that avergge per capita
food consumption is declining
under the stress.

The authors — Lester R
Brown. Hal Kane and Ed Ayres
— report that efforts Lo expand
output of all basic foods face
emerging environmental con-
straints, including the capacity
of the oceans to yield seafood, of
grasslands to support livestock.
of crops Lo use fertiliser, and of
nature to produce fresh walter.
As a result, the food needs of an
additional 91 million people
each year are being satisfied
partly by reducing the intake of
those already here.

World ain output per
capita has by B per cent
over the past 8 years after a 40
per cent increase between 1950
and 1984. The decline is at-
tributed to stagnant growth in
areas under crops. diminishing

water supplies for irrigation and
the reduced effectiveness of fer-
ulisers.

The authors note there are

no new technologies in sight
that could restore the 3 per cent
annual growth in world grain
harvests that prevailed from
1950 to 1984 and substantially
reduced world hunger and mai-
nutritien.

** Grasslands necessary for

For peace

Sir, The Muslim Palestinians
and Jews lsraclis signed the
historic peace accord the other
day. In his iInaugural and invo-
cation speech President Clinton
declared the end of a phase in
man's history when man used
to kill man on religions rifts. He
rather categorically pointed out
how the evolu process
works in our history, and also
how it ought to work in future
times.

In a deliberate, rational yek
sensational mood he pointed at
the guest-children seated in the
White House auditorium, trying
to draw the attention of the
great palitical leaders of the
current day world to the need of
bringing about peace and har-
mony In their life as a matter of
symbol of a better new world Lo
usher in.

Clinton's world leadership,
apart from whatever political
character he has, got estab-
lished on the day, witnessed by
other world leaders, past and
present. The supremacy of his
‘vision and the urgency of his

fresh water

»

range-fed beefl and sheep are
being pushed to or beyond their
limits on every continent,
slowing meat production and
leaving litte potential for fur-
ther expansion. Between |950
and 1990, world production of
beef, mutton. pork and poultry
grew almost four-fold from 18 to
32 kilogrammes per capita.
Betweeh 1990 and 1992 world
meal production fell almost |
per cent as both beef and mut-
ton production dropped

** Fish catches from the
world's oceans grew almost 4.6-
fold after 1950 when nations
sent their fleets further afield
with ever moré sophisticated
technologies to meet demand.

Marine biologists at the
United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
estimate, however. that the
record 1989 harvest of 100 mil-
lion tons was the most that
oceanic fisheries can sustain.
Since then, per capita seafood
supplies have fallen from 19.2
kilogrammes to 17.8 kilo-
grammes — a 7 per cent drop in
three years.

If the FAO analysts are cor-
rect, the fish catch per person
will decline as long as popula-
tion growth continues. The only
new growth is likely to come
from aquaculture (fish farming).

The United Nations
Population Fund [UNFPA) re-
cently reported that the world's
population reached 5.7 billion

zeal for world- has sufll-
ciently and tly “touched
the future”. His call was a call
to "the human race for a civic
sense”, and as | feel —

Towards a total clvic sense.
"~ A unfform code of common
sense,
For a blissful blossom of an
gelic brothers

With angelic virtues through-
oul the world.

Let us pray for peace.

Mostqfa Tofayel Hossain
Kqfiluddinpara, Pabna.

Israel changes
position

Sir, lIsrael's permission to
publicly celebrate Prophet
Mohammad's (SM) birthday, In
a long tme revealed the flexibil-
ity in her attitude toward
Muslims.

_Religious freedom has been
respected in the Universal
Human Rights (as a right to
practise personal faith), but
Ironic as it is obvious from the
violation of that right in one or

in 1983 — a disturbing

gure for the Waorldwatch
Institute: ‘Throughout the
Sixties and Seventies, declining
fertility held out hope for getting
the brakes on population

dermine living standards.

‘The Eighties, however,
turned out to be a lost decade,
one in which the United States
not only abdicated its leader-
ship role, but also withdrew all

'ﬂﬂlm..l support from UNFPA
and the Intermational Planned
Parenthood

dcprn-edmllhmuufmllﬂﬂm

o control the number and tm-
ing of their children

Vital Sings 1993 observes
that everyone boarn before 1950
has seen the worid's popylation
double. with annual increments
climbing from 13 million in
1900 o 37 million in 1950 and
91 million in 1992. The authors

note that if the dechining fertility
rates achieved In the 1960s and

‘But the slowdown In the
growth rate stalled in the
Eighties. The figure of 6.7 bil-

religion with Prophet Moha-
mmad. (SM) as the greatest
leader among a hundred thou-
sand plus prophets who de-
scended through times — |is
lately faced with too many so-
cio-political crises unlike other
religions are.

Having been one of the holl-
est occaslons among Islamic
rites, the Prophet's birthday fes-
Hvities underscore the signifl-
cance of Muslim Ummah which
Is evidenced by the sponta-
neous jubllation across the
world as has been reinforced by
this year's public ceremony In
the controversial land that Is
sacred o more than one spiri-
tual faith.

The positive change In
Israel's policy at this Ume lead-
ing to conciliatory diplomacy
about Palestinians’ autonomy is
a realistic position for diminish-
ing communal hostility.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

the current level of 1.7 per cent,
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IN MEMORIAM

He Dedicated His Life
to the Profession

Many times how humbily he
said that he had offered me
a cup of tea and
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it excellence. He served the
region and left his mark while so intimate to him. Lest we for-
serving the Hong HKong get him and his columns “At
Swandard and the Bangkok Post Home and Abroad” and "My
as Editor and Asta World” in The Star! We,
Press Foundaiion in Manila as nay, the nation owes him much .
UNESCO a8 egional Adviser, . probession. 1 join all ethers ia
as . ' -
for Asia and Pacific with his paying my deepesi wributes (o §
headguarters at Kuala Lumpur. M Al

OPINION

Development of Science and Technology

On reading the artucle entitled
“Technology policies and plans in
Bangladesh™ written by the
Secretary. Ministry of Science
and Technology dhd published in
The Daily Star of 15th
September, | could not resist the
urge to express my reaction (o its
contents. The secretary has
stated the holistic intentions ol
the government and outlined the
policies and programmes to
promole science and technology
in the country. but the proposed
objectives will not be fulfilled be-
cause the basic conditions re-
quired for building up a strong
technological base do not exist at

present. In support of my state-
ment. | draw the attention of the

enlightened readers o the follow-
ing facts most of which are either
known or easily verifiable.

1. The profession of scientific
rescarch /teaching is different
from other professions. An ideal
researcher /university teacher
has to remain busy with work

! beyond office hours almost

throughout his/her career. The
socio-economic conditions of the

country is not congenial for pro-
ducing scientific ‘missionaries’
there are many solvable prob-
lems that are hindering their

progress.
2.In

., as in other
countries, scientific
research is carried out mostly in
the universities and the research
institutes. According to the sec-
retary. there are more than 60
scientific institutions in the
country, but none of them is In
good health. In the present day
world. meaningful research re-
quires good physical facilities
and peaceful atmosphere. In
most of our research institules
and universities the scientists
are engaged in bitter ‘dog fights’
for capturing the limited oppor-
tunities that these organizations
are able to offer. There are also
factional grouping for domina-
tion by disciplines and even by
regions. There are good souls
among the researchers but they
are virtually forced to join one or
the other group. Consequently,
research activities under such a
situation assume secondary Im-
portance.

3. Even a [ew years ago, polit-
ical es used to atilize only
the students of universities for
their ends. Now they are trying
to get the teachers involved. A
very recenl development is the
dangerous game of politicising

research Institules.
4 In the research Insti-

tutes, promotion of scientists is

still based on the age-old sysiem
of seniority and ACR. There is no
mechanism of objective evalua-
ton. As a result, one does not
feel the urge to work hard for
quick enhancement of career
The system thus favours the in-
efficient and is a serious disin-
centive for the honest. Moreover,
the existing rules governing

are violated, often’ al-
legedly. in collaboration with
ties have. however, devised a
system of quick prometion by
taking advantage of their auton-
omy and using a tool they call
restructuring.

5. The unstabile political situ-
ation. irrational administrative
system and indiscipline in the
research institutes/universities
have produced a group of so-
called scientists who, by virtue of
their seniority. past reputation
and good social and political
linkages. may get inyolved with
and manipulate policies and
programmes taken up at the
higher level in the area of science
and ;

6. In recent years the profes-
sional integrity of the scientists
has deteriorated to an alarmingly
low level and this is reflected in
their activities. For instance, ev-
ery year the Bangladesh

of awards gold
medals for scientific achieve-
ments through big ceremonies
but they are very shy In telling
the public clearly how the coun-
try has benefitted from the work
of +their awardees. The
Bangladesh Association for the
Advancement of Science is an-
other o tion which holds

big conferences every year by

. spending lakhs of Taka. but the

association has so far failed to
produce any realistic science and
technology programme for the
country. -

7. As in the political and ad-
ministration sectors, there is no
system of accountability for the
research institutes,

B. A thorough analysis will
show that the administrative
ministries are mostly responsible
for the rot in the research Insti-
tutes. It seems the ministess and
the bureaucrats are least inter-
ested in the development of S&T.
However. there are conscientious
people among the bureaucrats
who try to do good but they get
transferred by the time they un-
derstand the problemns and tniti-
ate actions.

9. Due to the very nature of
their job, scientists get invita-

tions to international mﬂﬂm_ z

and brief study tours abroad. To
avall these opportunities, scien-
tsts often have to go through
agonizing and h expe-
riences in the contr min -
istries. Cases of senior scientists
move upto the prime minister.
The government can easily make
the process si without
hurting the interest of the coun-
try and thereby relieving the sci-
entists of unnecessary frustra-
tion. In this connection, | wish to
cite a story about the famous
Indian agricultural scientist Dr

. Swaminathan. | heard it from an

Indian friend. When Dr
Swaminathan was going to retire
from the post of Vice-chairman,
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research, the government de-
cided to extended his services.
The prime minister of India

him a request letter which
started like this: “The
Government of India will feel
honoured if you kindly agree to
our request for extending your
service ... etc.” By the
people of scientific we
will not lose anything. but get
better services from them.’

10. The politicians and top
bureaucrats often preach the
need for establishing science in
every walk of our daily life but do
little to translate their idea into
action.

As one who has
spent three decades in this field,
| feel that the creation of the new
ministry of science and technol-
ogy may not do any good for the
country. If the t really
desires to develop S &T in the
country it may take the following
steps at the earliest: ;

a) Create congenial atmo-

sphere in the existing research
institutes.

b) Eliminate ‘god fathers' or
‘trouble gpakers’ if any. from the
institutes through a system of
fair evaluation of the perfor-
mance of the sclentists.

¢) Replace the system of pro-
motion on the basis of length of
service and ACR with a modern
systemn of objective evaluation.

d) Increase fund allocation to
the institutes to create better
physical facilities.

e) Revise educational curric-
ula upto SSC level to accommo-
date more topics of popular sci-
ence of applied nature.

f) Identify honest and capable
acientists in the universities and

provide them with liberal re-

search grants.
@ Guard against politicising

of research institutes.

One who ls




