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NEWS BRIEFS.

10 hurt as BNP,
AL clash

LALMONIRHAT, Oct 18: At
least 10 people, including two

town :
Alzal Hossain, a local BNP
leader, was admitted to the
Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital i
critical condition. Witnesses
sald the clash ensued when a
procession of the AL protesting
the killing of its activist Anisur
Rahman Bhelu Miah confrontod
a counter procession brought

out by the BNP, reports UNB.

Diarrhoea claims
11 in Bogra -

BOGRA, Oct 18: Diarrhoea

has taken an epidemic form in
the Dhunat thana where at
lcast 11 died during the
last 17 the Civil Surgeon
said. Unofficial sources put the
death toll at 27 out of about
2,000 people attacked by the

waler borne disecase,
reporis UNB.

707 Rohingyas

re(gatrlated
From Our Correspondent
COX'S BAZAR, Oct 18:
Another 707 Rohingyas from
160 [amilies left lor
this morning With the new re-
turnees the total number of
Rohingyas returned to their
home comes to 42,213
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attack CMCH cafeteria

From Staff Cerrespondent

CHITTAGONG, ::dl.: A
group of gunmen thres
. enc of them a doctlor,
and 30 others during a
‘commando-styie’ raid vn the
doclors’ leria’ at the
Chittagong Medical Collcge
Hospital this afternoon. police
and wilnesses said.

The assailants sprayed the
canteen with bullets from au-
Lol e

The T:IMIHH Dr
Mizanur Rahman, 26, Borhan
Uddin, 24, a final year student

of Chit University and
Faridal 20, an ouisider.
Of the 11 persons
with serious wounds were
admitted to the Chit
Mcdical Col Hospital for

treatment while the rest were
released aflter first add, doctors
said, i

wore [
General

The eritscally
Khorshed Jamil,

cetved bullet wounds. But n
the attack, one doctor and two
visitors inside the caleteria in-
stantly succumbed (o injurics,
they added

The assallants fled the spot

lrmudhl:zbl:ttr the atiack,
they also :

D the raid other vistiors
and » of the were
this s

visit to the C Merdical
College Hospital r OOCUr-

rence the wholes was
found cordoned off by police
amid a tense situation.

Police officials and political
sources attributed the atiack to
rivialry between two student
groups of the Chittagong
Medical College.

Meanwhile, leaders of the
pro-BNP students’ wing JCD

unit here blamed the activists of |

the pro-Awami League Chhatra
League for the attnck.

The leaders of the |slamid
Chhatra Shibir here tdentified
the dead [r Mizanur Rahman
as their » and blarmed
the Chhatra League for the radd.
fut the Chhatra League denied
its involvernent Leaders of both
the JCD and the ICS demanded
immediate arrest of the as-
nailants

The supporiers of the ICS
also brought out a proorssion In

the city in protest against the
attack

However . enston the
port city after the inctdent.
A case was filed with

Panchlaish thana

chie{ Sheikh
accused the

state-
political

Awami
Hasina
of
ﬂ?ﬂm ruling
mﬂm from such prac-
tices for the sake o democracy.
Hastna, while l
press conference at her official
Minto Road residence
that local and BNP ac-
tivists had recently made a joint
armed attack on an Awami
League (AL) rally at Lalmonirhat
which left one Anisur Rahman,
a party activist, dead on
October 13.
Hasina, also the Leader of
the in Parliathent,
clai government sponsored

1 «police Almocities sgains| utt:?u

h Nationalist Party

The AL chief called for coun-
trywide demonstrations on
October 25 to protest the killing
of Anisur Rahman.

When asked whether her
party would demand mid-term
elections es when she
herself had been accusing the

call upon the govermment to
restrain its lendency of
unleashing terrorism against

hfﬁ 'AL":hH. however, said

her party would continue to re-
sist the government's autocmtic
behaviour in a democratic
"We cannot whether
would be able
to withstand the people's
" Hasina told newamen,
that the people were
totally up with the 'misrule
and corrupt practices’ of the
BNP.

L]

ey

Replying to a query, the AL

When asked to comment on
the role of the Election
Commission, the AL chief said:
“Its role is not beyond doubt: it

T\II'T:‘ . the

once again to
role of the BNP, Shefkh Hasina
said the t had
started denying the peopic's
constitutional right to hold ral-

les and bring out processions

.......

i 4

e

Awami
ment

el and Laadar of tha Ovoasiti i Mactia:
Hasina addressing a press conference at her
Minto Road residence in the city yesterday.
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| CHOGM begins Thursday

3 killed, 30 hurt as gunmen

Khaleda leaves for
Cyprus today

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia leaves this momning for
Nicosia at the head of the
Bangladesh delegation to the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting ICHOGM)
beginning Thursday in the capi-
tal of Cyprus. reports UNB
Her entourage inchudes
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman. MPs M
Abdul Ghani and Begum
Halima Khatun Edfor of the
Dainik Bangia Ahmed
. Editor of the Dainik
ingilab A M M Bahauvddin,
Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman, Secretary to the PM
Kamal Uddin Siddiqul and
Press to the PM
Mozammel Haque. Niloy
Rahman, who stood firet In the
combined merit list In this

year's S8C examinations under

X

Clerides will inaugurate In
Micosia the S-day
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~ Armies standing before people during an evacuation operation from their homes near the besieyed Hazratbal Mosque in

Srinagar, Kashmir, Sunday.

— Star photo

R i

— AFP photo

Talks to end siege of Hazratbal Mosque deadlocked

Kashmiri leaders threaten m

SRINAGAR. Oct 18: Negotia:
tions were deadlocked Monday
to end a siege by the Indian
army on separatist militants
holding Kashmir's holiest Mus-
lim shrine, and Kashmiri lea-
ders yowed to march on the
building If the army didn't

Meanwhile, the army moved
light artillery rocket launchers
and mortars to near the Hazra-
tbal Shrine gates today and
fanned out in surrounding are-
as after an abortive
rocket attack, COMIMAN -
der § Padmanandan said.

More soldiers the es-

the shrine to which electricity

and water supplies were cut off.
Trogps moved closer to the
complex and it was ringed with
barbed wire,

"There are no escape routes
for the militants,” Padmanan-
dan said, while ruling out a
storming operation. "We have
enough patience to wait until
better sense s on them
and they e

Security forces fired (ear gas
and live unition to break
up demonstrations that flared
sporadically to protest the siege
of the Shrine, which reputed
contains a hair from the
Prophet Mohammed.

Al least a half dozen mili-
tants and scores of civillans
were inside the shrine, a white

domed marble building on the
shore of a mouritain lake.

Indian officials claimed up to
60 militants could be inside,
and that the civilians were be-
ing held against their will. "1 am
sure that there will be a peace-
ful solution,” said the chief In-
dian negotiator, Wajahat Habi-
bullah after meetings with a
masked militant leader.

The Indian government
chose the parents of three
prominent militant leaders to
negotiate an end to the im-
passe. They included the fa-
thers of Jammu Kashmir Liber-
ation Front leaders Abdul
Hamid and Ashfaq Majid Wani,
both of whom have been killed
by security forces.

ass march

Neither sigde offered any
compromise in Ltheir positions in
the three meetings on Monday.
one of the negotiators told the
Associated Press.

"We know what t wanl.
They know what we want,” sald
Habibullah, a Divisional Com-
missioner of Kashmir. "Basi-
cally, they have to decide.”

He sald the militants had
made no request for food or
walter.

Meanwhile, at least 23 sus-
pected militants were killed by
security forces In gun battles
statewide on Monday, police
said. Srinagar, Kashmir's sum-
mer capital was among the
many areas placed under cur-
Bce Page 12 Col 4

within the next few days to
search for new gas and oilfieids
in the coastal regions of the
country. Energy Ministry

sources said.

The Cairn Energy. Pic of
Scotland and Holland Sea
Search of the Netherlands ear-

with the government and their
experts have also visited
Bangladesh several times

not yet disclosed the amount of
financial involvement in the

said. these

lﬂn-nuldﬂplwemuuﬂly:&
Bengal around the Cox’s Bazar-
Sandwip region. They have re-

ational (USA) and
Occidental International E and

PakNAEIECtSPI;iI;l;
Minister-tday

ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: Three
fri groups in the Pakistan{
Par tlnntl:.hmmunccd their
suppart y for lormer pre-
mier Benazir Bhutto a dlyphe-
fore the election of the coun-
try's next Prime Minister, report
AFP, Reuter.

The Jamhoori Watan Party
WWP) and two factions of the
Baluchtstan National Movement
(BNM), have four sests in the
217 -member National
which will choose a Prime
Minister :

JWP chiel Nawab Akber
Bugti, a Baluchi nationalist and
feudal lord, and BNM leaders
announced the alliance with
Bhutto’'s Party at a news con-
ference.

Meanwhile, arch rivals Bena-
gir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharil
ficld nomination today
for the Prime Minister's job to

be settled in a parlamentary

Ministers, National Assembly
sources said.

The National
eclected Bhutto's nominees for

But Sharil refused to leave
the field open for an easy win
for Bhutto,

See Page 12 Col 8
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India expels 4
Pak diplomats

NEW DELHI, Oct 18: The

M Sanaullah, a first in
the New Delhi e . and
two other junior Riaz
Hussain and Nissar Ahmed,
Mukherjee said

Predominantly Hindu India
and Islami¢ Pakistan often ac-
cuse each other's of
spying and send them home. In
police arrested a
Pakistani embassy ecmployee
and accused him of stealing

military is.
The o mark a wors-

cnlr'l-g of ties between the two
‘south Aslan arch enemies, who
have rival clatims over the
northern Indian state of

Kashmir.
RUTA observes
strike protesting

police action
RAJSHAHI, Oct 18: Teachers

of the Rajshahi University today
observed a strike profesting
Sunday's police on
a mourning procession on the
campus and arrest of five stu-

dent leaders, reports UNB.

No classes were held during
the strike and the teachers also
abstained from their duties.

The Rajshahi University
Teacher's Association (RUTA)
called the strike against the po-
lice action which left at least 15
students .

The A's decision to ob-
serve strike was taken at an
emergency meeting on Sunday

I might.



