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Dhaka, Monday, October 18, 1983

'Valediction Forbidding

Mourning'

In trying to pay tribute to a great soul, we only
bring him down to our level because of our own in-

His was a vision of a democratic Bangladesh,
forging forward with a maturing polity and a devel-
opment pace gathering constant momentum. Thus
he fervently wrote for a consensus on core national
issues and steered Star's editorials in bringing the

Sheikh Hasina, in which they begin with caustic at-
tacks on one another but gradually discover the
hidden points of convergence, long overshadowed
by the confrontations of the day. :

He passionately believed in the inherent good-
ness and commitment of our leaders. He tried-to
touch their patriotic chord and bring out the posi-
tive in all so that we could join hands in taking the
country forward. The everyday bickering of leaders
pained him, producing some of his sharpest
‘commentaries’. But his optimism never waned and
he continued to write unceasingly, about the

he wanted built. "

His own profession —journalism — obviously

concerned him the most, second only, to his con-

cern for his country. He was by the all
round stdndard of journalism and especially frus-
‘trated by the excessive politicisation and the con-
sequent factionalism. That was perhaps why he
"~ would never tire of emphasising the need for pro-

fessional training and the strictest adherence to
ethics. | :

What he preached in his writings, he proved in
hlswnrklnthe_?gper that he founded. In setting
up and fupni 1¢ Daily Star, Mr S M Ali has not
only established the pre-eminent English language
daily of the country, but has also given us a new
vision of what journalism can be in a country like
Ours.

As'we moumn today the passing away of our edi-
tor, we mourn the loss of an intellectual whose
thoughts and ideas were as refreshingly creative as
they were simple and practical: we mourn the loss
of a teacher who would take each of us by the
hand and through a pat on the back, a gentle
nudge to double-check the source, or a reprimand
in his voice, teach us to be better journalists; we
mourn the loss of a human being who, through his
understanding, compassion, and most importantly,
love, enhanced our sense of self-worth and thus

gave us a new pride in our profession.

* The occasion, we all felt, desemwed a frontpage
editorial. But SM Ali taugut us never to compromise
the intrinsic value and dignity of an editorial by

mﬁrﬁ it from its usual place.
Unprecedented Train
Robbery

The derailment of a Sylhet-bound train at
Tﬂaﬂl. Moulvibazar, technlcallmed , is an
acc t. But all the reports pub in different
dailies, despite variations on some of the details,
agree on the most important point that the incident
was a result of a heinous and calculated

Plall a
gang of dacoits.In that sense, ltlaanactnfsam

tage eommitted to serve the ters’ nefarious
motive of after the have fallen
victims to the deliberately worked out disaster.

Mmf:ﬂird , the accident was not as serious
as it ¢ be

mgldtng qll::;clargemletmgedy the des-

av a poss - to the

te attempt of the train's driver who sensed a
| play when he saw parts of the railway track

hidden under some Jeaves of tree.

Train decoity is n
this is perhaps
have laid a trap for a running train, with more than
a thousand on board, to meet with the
worst fate ible for loot. The recklessness and
murderous motive behind the swoop should
have few parallels in the annals of train dacoity not
only in this but also other countries. We are a -
hensive, once such an incident has taken E :
there is no reason to believe this will be the last of
its kind. Far from it, this incident may be the be-
ginning of a series of such diabolical villainy —
unless the ters responsible for the attack are
hunted down for pl;lnlumwni;in(?ri;lji:n] acts are
contagious and nothing explains more than
the acid throwing spree the country witnessed in

There are a lot of unanswered questions: such as

the armed ra.llwngr police con s unscheduled
departure at hremnngm“y Station.

Whether they will be implicated or not depends on
the n now underway. But what we find
at this moment most alarming is the’'total mind-
mﬁa&mﬂ:ﬁt&mmmm@mu{
extent oits. incident gives an
into the treachesofthecrhnhnlmlm
country has to produce. If the
criminal groups are so desperate, train passengers
on the long stretch of railways are sure to
to the dual threat of accident and robbery. It
because of such overhelming insecurity that the
law and order situation of the country must be ur-
gently improved.

Ali, Our Inimitable

Friend

by Zillur Rahman Siddiqui
N the days imunediately fol am not suggesung that his re-
I the partition of india mances were flosting affairs
(1947), we, who had just  enly that, perhaps In the very
finished our Intermediate exam-  nature of things. the lover n
inations and duly got our re him met with more reverses, |
sults, found ourselves in a new and necessitates than the
wunTﬂmmm friend. It is a comforting
Dhaka had come from St that in Nancy Wong, he
Pauls', Calcutta; | from Pres-  had h:li*-l:l
idency College. We were guite a much ve
few of us from Presidency mw“h
. | mention this to sugg-  needed and deserved so much
est { we made our first All's journalistic career had
acquaintance here tn Dhaka. been rather chequered. in its
mpvthz.llm early phase He was an expatri
Muslim Hall. as residemt ale most of his profes-
students of that hall which sional Living mostly in
prided itselfl as the premier hall  South-East Asian cities. lent his
of the University. As for Ali and roads were strongly In
myself, we were in the same Bangladesh, and he kept re
Department ( English), which turning here whenever he
meant that our togetherness could, and he never falled to
wWHS by above look up his friends however
We tﬂ. we busy he was during his short
met each other. and that stays in Dhaka. There was a
lasted till the last day spring of youthfulness in him
of his life. which never dried up, bul a
Taller and much fairer than 1-:-_““-
an average Bengali, with his years.
English flowing like oil from his hw—-m
mouth, All easily made his UNESCO? a decade or
mark ameng his compatriots 0. When be friendly retived. his
and in any company. As a stu turned to starting an
dent. his love of terature was a daily from Dhaka. it
little curbed-by his love was an all-conduming thought.
for . Already, he had  and when, afler a year of
decided to be a journalist and |  tion, The Daily Star ap
owe it to him that | met editor peared, it must have been a
Abdus Salam of Pakistan crowning day for him. | cannot
Observer, literally conducted describe the amount of
into his room by Ali. Among his and planning and enengy
class fellows, All had two bud he put into the ended vocer, but
ding parts. One of them flow- | have no doubt that i teid
ered into a pact of the first upon his fafling health. The
rank. Shamsur Rahman; and Dally Star soon became the first
the other dwindled into a minor  cholce among a larnge number of
one — myself; lent for both Ali readers used to reading on
retained a special tenderness  English dailly. What is more, Ali,
and affection. | can say this as an Edile:, soon established
with confidence because he re-  his pre-eminence among his
membered and loved to recite  colleagues in the profession.
lines from our youthful verses with an assurance and
till the other day. an authority which set him
With his romantic nature, i from the rest of them
was inevitable that All should his sheer
fall in love at the earliest oppor-  gualities he had the sta
tunity, and shoyld turn into tus of an Editor have to new
writer of letters. sometime in :ﬁul.ndlhhhuhddm
English Poet often in Bangla. in n a brief span of hardly
which his hopes and feelings these years. The community
found beautiful expression. All  losses, in his death, a stalwart,
had a great capacity for friend- wa pillar of strength, and his
ship and was perhaps a little friends a friend who will be re-
more steady in his friendships member till the day they join
than in his love for females. | him in death.

Reporter at
Pakistan Observer

siudent days at the
University, he went on (o hold

the erstwhile
his

in various
regional publications In
Pakistan, Thailand

the Press Foundation of Asia as
its Execulive Director in the
1970s. and in 198] became the
gional Communicalions
Advisor for Asia and the Pactfic
et UNESCO based In the
Malaysian capital. Kuala
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LIFE SKETCH

The Daily Star 4

Kartik and Agrahayana.
Autumn in the Northern He-
misphere enters earlier, on

22 — lasts longer,
till December 21. The season
between summer and winter,
autumn in figurative English is
also known as the season of in-
cipient decay. They also call it
the fall. presumably because
that is the time the trees shed
their leaves — to face a bleak
winter. Yet. this is the season
also that their trees turm out In
riotous colours as the leaves

prepare
yellow, the leaves would display
the different shades in the

colour spectrum. turning grad-
ually into red, before they

Sir, We are all aware that we
are abusing nature to the extent
that it has started acting up in
the form of floods, depletion of
ozone layer, earthquakes.
famines etc, Strict policing of
this abuse is therefore needed

‘and we commend the atttudi-

nal change of the Government
is recognising the ill effects of
using which has ac-
quired a for nature’ syn-
drome.

The recent law banning its
use locally solves certain prob-
lems, but have we tried to weigh
the benefits of banning against
lost opportunities?

To me the best to avoid bur-
glary Is to avoid anything of
material value; avoid tensions
by not taking any respon-
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about the miracle in the
tionary scenario.

Will the Aman harvest this
hemanta a better return
for the Immediately af-
ter th Aman harvest,

25% in
th the
onset

sibilities and to .avoid a
headache by not having a head.
But. are these aliernatives
viable? Problems arising out of
using polybags have been raised
in many parts of the world.

Blnnln:ltluullﬂ'mm
way out, but it will create many
problems in the society which

has become so dependent on it

The best way oul would be to
allow the use of only Bie or
Photo degradable poly bags
which, because of its chemical
composition, will rot away like

_ any other garbage and tum into
sofl.

Will this make it very ex-
pensive? Why don't we let our
entrepreneurs decide.

Crusader
Dhaka

out any intervention on its

USA Somalia

Sir, The field is clear and
there is no competitor or rival.
After the collapse of the USSR,
the USA rules supreme in the

The situation in Somalia,
proves that a rich,

the moment t perhaps
started behaving like masters
instead of friends of the Somalis

]
|
|

i

EE
E
|
3

g
3
R
5
|
2
E

dead or alive? Is It not a dis-
grace and Insult for the

sovereignty of Somalia?

To err is human; forgive is
divine, Let the USA ‘“and
Somalia, instead of accusing
each other, rebuke themselves

Sir, Fiftytwo major reforms
in the administration of Ban-
gladesh recommended by an
i study of this state's
public administration, con-
ducted by a UN team, will hope-
fully be a glant leap forward in
= thcnll;::h mnﬂn‘ lou

r populous
state in the world.

The overdue overhauling of
this LDC's functioning seams to
have required development of
knowledge faculty of the policy
and decision makers and exec-
utives covering the nation’s his-
:;:rrmdmnphyuwp-hr-
Y

By and large, the nation may
justifiably view the study out-
come as the Golden Fleeoe or as

L

agency
e B he
launched The Star ae its
Editor and and
helped eatabiiali the newspaper
as a leading independent na
tional daily. He remained ac-
tively involved tn the day o day
lﬁ'lﬂlhm't
upto the day before he loft
Baryguok
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rice prices.
It is conceivable that a



