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Malaysian DPM
resigns

KUALA LUMPUR. Oct 16:
Malaysian Prime Minis-

mm‘“’ﬁ::q

letter of resignation dated
October 15. No reasons were
given.” Mahathir said belore
leaving for London en route to
Cyprus for the October 2] -28
Commenwealth heads of

meeting

Asked whether he had
accepted the resignation,
Mahathir said: "1 accept the,
fetier, but | have plenty of time
to decide jan the o

The conlirmation came
shortly after the Prime
Minister's Tamrin . todd
reporters his father's secretary
senit the resignation letter
to the Prime Minister's office on
Mahathir said he was not
by Ghafar's move
been the subject of

;!

RRIEF1Y

edy weds Oct 23:

Joseph Kenned

Kennedy said Friday he and

Imhh!ﬂyﬂﬁdmnh‘llﬂuﬂm

US Sen Robert Kennedy. Kelly is an aide in his Washington of-

fice.

‘The marriage will be the first for Kelly and the second for
Kennedy. who is divorced from Sheila Rauch.

Michael Jackson

near-hysterical crowd of at least 70,

performs in Sao Paulo:
and danced before a

screaming.
fans. who packed a

soccer stadium to watch his first show in South America's
largest city, AP reports from Sao Paulo.

When Jackson, dressed in a black and

on the custom-built

gold outfit appeared

stage built in Sao Paulo's huge Morumbi

Stadium, a loud cheer, accompanied by shouts of "Michael.

Michael,” erupted from the crowd.

Sﬂuﬂjpuﬁ.bolhmuﬂmfﬂnlﬂduﬂhldmht
carried out of stadium by security guards.

Menem recovering: iie usdergmns
muym.mmmm-m.hmmtcmm

he was recovering well Friday and vowed to continue his
efiort to get re-elected, AP reports

Surgeons at a Buenos Aires
artery. The carotids are the two principal arteries of the

neck that carry blood to the head. :
Presidential physician Alejandro Tfeli said Menem, 63,
shouid be able to ledve the clinic in about thrpe days and is ex-

pected to fully recover.

Mubarak to go USA, France::. .

will visit Washington and Paris
next week, Foreign Minister Amr Mussa has said, GNA—Pool

yptian President Hosni M

reports from Cairo. :
He said the

President in his capacity as current

chairman of the Organisation of African Unity would focus on
African issues like Liberia and Angola situation, during his talks

[ ]
Indo-Lankan talkslm. Shri Lan-
ka and India began talks Friday about Lankan navy
attacks on Indian fishing boats last week in which four
fishermen died, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said, Reuter

reports from Colombo.

the spokesman said

Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe,

greets Mandela, Klerk:

long a fierce critic of white rule in South Africa. has

congratulated President Frederik de Klerk for winning the Nobel

Peace prize along with African National Congress leader Nelson
Mandela, AFP reports from Harare.

The

Affairs Ministry said in a statement late Friday

ﬂnt-nmmh-d“mmmmtﬁrﬂtmlln South

African soclety.

Bandits kill 14 in Kenva: vor than

200 armed bandits raided a remote village

72 more Myanmar
detenus freed

YANGON, Oct 186: .
ther 72 political prisoners
have been released |In

serving terms accord-
zm existing laws were

from Myaungya jall on
Friday. .

(SLORC) declaration No
11/1992, that of per-
sons arrested detained po-

north eastern

e \
that take effect tomorrow

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 16
Afler dispatching six warships
lo enlorce sanclUens againgt
MHaitl, the Chnton adininistres-
tien wants the Security
Council's blessing to stop and
search ships bound for the
Caribbean nation. reporis AP

The |5 nation council was
expected Lo endorse the US
quarantine Saturday and call
on other countries o join the of-
fort w cut off ofl and military
supplies to Haiti's military
leaders.

The Uniled States pressed
the Council to approve
President Clinton's move on
Friday. But China. one of five
permanen! members tha! can
veto Coundil resolutions. sadd it
had neo instructions from
Beijing and requested a post-
ponement of the vole wuntil

Amm‘m-
itime enforcement was expected

10 be adopted overwhelmingly.

International

| Six US warships go to enforce

(IS states

COPENHAGEN, Dect 16:
Radiocactive contamination is
out of control in the former
Soviet Union and some nuclear
waste is being dumped into
rivers, according to two global
agencies in a disturbing report

Just released.

“It's a [rightening situation,
nuclear waste deposits are
mostly full already, so lquid
waste s simply put into rivers,
Reinheart Helmke, a director of
the United Nations Develo-

Independent States (CIS) coun-

tries for the first time revealed

the magnitude of the
Helmke said the collapse of
the Soviet Union. economic
hardship and chaotic attempts
to shift to a market economy
were aggravating an already-
serious situation.
"Only Russia and the
Ukraine have regulatory bodies
for radiation protection. And it
is very difficult to control nu:
clear sources and the waste
fromn them in a situation where

mm:ﬁ g

Helmke sald a number of
scary facts and theories
emerged during the Vienna

‘meeting

— Highly radicactive mate-
rial was by coincidence found in
the vault of a Lithuanian bank.
it was deposited without any

dump N-

although It was not known
which countries would join In
enforcing the sanctions,

The Councl retmposed an ofl
and arms embargo against Haiti
on Wedneaday, a day afler a US

UN forces
withdrew from the country.
Military -backed protesters had

clected leader. was ousted In a

WASHINGTON : President Bill Clinton said he

ordered an infantry

to standby at

company
Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba in case they
are needed to secure the safety of Americans
still in Haiti, reports AFP.

prevented the ship. which car-
red 600 noncombal troops.

from landing
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ﬂlzm
arms embargo, the sanctions

salety measures as collateral for

Urion
Such civillan nuclear devices

waste into rivers

may be 10 thmes a8 commnon as
in the west. The Ukraine alone

Facts about Premadasa’s killing

COLOMBO, Oect ]6: Nine
more Tamil rebel suicide-bo-

"On May |, there were nine
LTTE suicide-bombers in the
vicinity ... ready (o jump into
the May Day procession if
Babu, who was assigned the

by & LTTE rebel in their cus-
lody

the May Day explosion together

COLOMBO, Oct 16 Gover-
nment %oops killed at least
nine Tamil rebels

dasa had he survived the 1 task of assassinating the presi- With 21 others. including three-day operation that ended
assassination, press n.::lgu dent, fatled.” the Island quoted Fremadasa’s valet and clite po-  carlier in the week in castern
said today. according (o AFP. police as saying. lice commandos assigned to Shri Lanka. a military
When Premadasa was killed » protect the slain leader spokesman here said today,
Day rally here, nine of his com quarry they (the nine others) blamed the LTTE for From October 11 to Octobes
rades from the rebel Liberation Would have moved in and Premadasa's assassination. |3 infantry units backed by air
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) Dblasted themselves with Suspected LTTE suicide- lndmw-#g
watched the act from a dis- Uhe president.” the newspaper bombers also killed Indian hideouts of the L
tance, the Island newspaper Said. adding that the informa- Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in  in the jungies bor-
said tion had been provided to police 1991, dering districts.
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The Princes of Wales arrives at St George's Hospital Tooting
on Friday in London where she gave an address to
"Headway" the National Head Injuries Association. The

Princes is a patron of the association.

*

— AFP photo

in Asia unclear

HONG EKONG Oct

United States to be here. but in
the longer term. we are not sure
US public opinion will sustain
that involvement.” Jusuf
Wanandi. supervisory board
chairman of the Jakarta-based
Centre for Strategic and
international Studies. “"In
preparation, we have to com-
plement involvement with

e e Wasan bisitad

heads with a
s e o

Institute, prestigious US-based
think tank over whether dis-
cussions on Security should be
part of an upcoming meeting of
the 15-member Asia-Pactfic
Economic Cooperation (APEC)

= and secu-

rity cannot be divorced.”

Harding said.

"APEC is a suitable forum for
discussing security. Economic
cooperation is part of a com-

The resolution to be adopted
covers only shipping bound for
Haiti. mot cargo leaving the
country. it permits the use ol
any measures "“necessary (o
halt and inspect shipping

It also threatens to consider |

“all necessary measures” to en-
sure Lthe cooperation of Hait's

m‘f‘}?m? Council has

already condemned Thursday's
assassination of pro-Aristide
Justice Minister Guy Malary as
a "dastardly act”. Saturday's
proposed resolution described it
one of a series of “heinous mur-

!tnnnmlc sanctiona were
imposed in June but were lifted
two months later under the
peace plan signed by Cedras
and Aristide.

The maritime operation
would be similar to one the
Security Council authorized

August 25. 1990, to choke off |

Irag after its invasion of Kuwait.

Korean designer Jin Teok's model wears a very loosely-
knitted, very long-sleeved sweater over a pair of navy-blue
shorts for Spring-Summer '94 as the French ready-to-wear

shows wound up on Friday in Paris.

— AFP photo

To relax during labour

LONDON: British doctors have asked ‘the government to
probe the safety of giving birth in water following the death of a
baby in Sweden and two incidents involving "water babies” in

England. reports Reuter.

mlum‘umymwdm:mmsw
called on the Health Ministry to conduct research into the
method, by which mothers delivery babies in a birthing pool or
use it. as in the English cases. to relax during labour.

An hospital in the western town of Bristol later disclosed that
a baby had died and another suffered brain damage after their
mothers used the birthing pool. But, unlike the Swedish case.
the British women left the pool to give birth.

Authorities at Stockholm's
by water birth early this month.

hospital notified police

brought in a dead baby that had been delivered

Students tote guns to class

NEW YORK: Twenty-one per cent of New York secondary
school stydents have toted weapons to class, and 40 per cent
were threatened physically in the past school year. a study re-
leased Friday showed, reports AFP.

Of those who Said they brought weapons to school, 68 per
cent said their families supported their defending themselves
with a handgun, knife or club, according to the study of 1,400
students carried out jointly by the New York mayor's office and

federal authorities.

Brief campaign gives Yeltsin's forces a fair chance to win

MOSCOW, Oct 16; The lights
on his 15-line telephone were
flashing and Alexander
Tikhonov, a millionaire new to

both riches and politics, was
?ﬂyumhimldf.rcpnru

The calls were from organi-
zations big and small: The
Russian Veterans' Society,
Association of Charities, Victims
of the Chernobyl Nuclear

Disaster

Pacing behind his desk,

phone to ear, Tikhonov spoke

eagerly with all of them — a
serious suitor in the suddenly
frantic mating game of Russian
politics.

Less than eight weeks before
the election, scores of organiza-
tions are hurriedly forming al-
llances in hopes of winning
seats in Russia's first demo-
cratic parlament.

Few have clear ideologies

and platforms are in flux, but

the will to power s strong.
.Twenty-four hours,”

Tikhonov told one caller, “We

need to hear within 24 hours”,
The old parllament. elected
in 1990, was dissolved
President Boris Yeltsin last
month. When hard-line law-
makers took up arms to resist
he sent tanks and troops
October 4 to bombard their

headquarters and arrest their

leaders. Dozens died inside and

outside the parliament building.
Since then, Yeltsin has
banned parties and publica-

tions he considers communist
or fasecist, confirmed that new

elections will take * place
December 12, and decreed the
"rules for both the campaign and

On Friday, he ordered that a

new capstitution be
put before the voters on the

same day. He had wavered be-
tween a referendum on the
charter, which will replace the
current Soviet-era document,

and having the new parliament
approve it,
The brief is an ad-

campaign

vantage for Yeltsin's forces be-

ti..: it gives hard-liners little
to 3

Cm who support the
president have an excellent
chance of capturing majorities
in both the 176-member
Federation Council, the upper
house, and the Duma, which
will have 450 seats.

That would allow Yeltsin to

pursue economic and political
reforms the old parllament re-
sisted,
Moderate opponents and
centrists are expected to win a
significant minority of seats,
however - up to 25 per cent by
some preliminary forecasts,

Much depends on how the
more than 100 new parties,
trade unions and other organi-

opposes .
He leads the Party of
Consolidation, formed early last
year by entrepreneurs who
favour economic reform but
crave “stability above all® so
they can get on with business.
When interviewed last week,
Tikhonov was Lo assem-
ble a coalition that would In-
cluded organisations with little
political allies but million of
members, such as the Veterans'
Society.
Among Yeltsin's blunders, in
Tikhonov's view, was the decree
September 21 dissolving par-

liament . which led to the fight-
g}mﬂmuntmm

“No matter how bad the
L. it's not necessary to
the law.”" he sald. "That

only causes more trouble”
A second liberal coalitdon,
the Movement for Democratic

commodities l-inﬁ:
ing a pro-reform bloc to nomi-
nate candidates

"humiliated” by the caliber of
people who govern Russia.

He said Yeltsin is "like an ac-
tor on stage who can't remem-
ber what play he's In, let alone
his lines”. #

Yeltsin also6 can expect op-
position from the Civic Union a
coalition of executives who want

the state to retain control of the
economy and subsidise defense
iIndustries,

Stll jockeying for position
are women's groups, trade
unioms,  socialists and such
popular figures as economis(
Grigory Yaviinsky, who plans to
run in the presidential election
next June.

Yeltsin has ordered state ra-
dio and television to treat all
candidates equally and devote
two hours a day to their appeals
in the last three weeks of the
parliamentary campaign.

Two killed as
police fire on
farmers in India

NEW DELHI. Oct 16: Police

opened fire on farmers protest-
mmﬂmum

- In the western Indian state of

Sabarkantha district Friday
during a strike called by a
farmers’ union. the Ploneer
said . .
Police fired into a crowd of

ﬁrujlut farmers are

protesting a 10-per cent hike in
electricity tariffs ordered by the
state government, which
power supplies to the

sector are already heavily

-

F



