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NEWS BRIEFS

“Upaban derails

SYLHET, Oct 16 Sylhet

bound Upaban mtercily Lrain
from DNlaka was deratled near
Shamshernagar early morning
oday disrupting (rain commu-
nication between Sylhet and
rest of the country. Sythet rail-
wpy stalion sources said four

of the train
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Gunbattle with Kashmiri militants : Curfew in Srinagar

Indian troops lay siege
to Hazratbal Mosque

SRINAGAR (India). Oct 16:
indian troops and Muslim
guerillas trained rifles and ma-
chine guns at each other alter a
gun battle around Kashmir's
holiest mosque killed one per-
son“on Saturday, report agencied.

mounted heavy cali-
bre guns and cordoned off the
Hazratbal Mosque In Srinagar
to force rebels holed up inside
the shrine to surrender.

The siege by 10.000 soldiers
and paramilitary troops began
date Friday after Muslim gun-
men buliets from inside
the shrine. killing a student
who was passing by.

Between 50 to 80 rebels were
believed inside the Hagzratbal
Mosque. a complex in Kashmir's
capital city. of Srinagar that
houses a holy relic revered as a
hair from Prophet Mohammed.
said | Ramamohan Rao,
spokesman of the Kashmir gov-
ermment.

A curfew whs

Srinagar.

A fire raged inside the com-

plex, but it was not clear how #t

imposed

started. Rao said mﬂil.lnll et
fire to a pilgrims’ hostel, but re-

porters in the area said they
heard explosions preceding the
fire. '

Rao said the militants hawve
occupied the compilex for sev-
eral weeks and had stockpiled
weapons there. but troops had
hesitated to attack it because of
the sensitivity of the place. Rao
had earlier erronecusly said
troops had stormed the
MOoSque.

Troops secaled off the road
leading to sprawling white
marble mosque. on the banks of
the Dal Lake. that attracted
many tourists before a sepa-
ratist insurrection broke out In
1990.

Army officers also used
loudspeakers fixed on jeeps,
asking the rebels to surrender

Thousands of residents were
herded into a nearby school
buiiding. as the army cleared
homes facing the mosaque to
mount their machine guns on
the rooftops.

*We have no intention of

storming the shrine but would

iry to persuade the militants to
lay down arms.” said Brig S P S
Kanwar, an army commander.

"No harmn has been caused
to the main shrine.” Kanwar
told Press Trust of India.

In 1963. the relic disap-
peared. triggering riots in which
dozens of people were killed. A
week later. it mysteriously
reappeared and the trouble
ended.

Police said they learmed on
Friday that the locks had been
broken on the outer door of
shrine where the ‘s hair
is kept. and decided to inter-
vene to protect the relit

Friday soldiers in
full battle gear sealed off the
area. Gunfire erupted around
midnight and lasted several
hours before tapering off. One

was killed. but it was
not known if he was a militant
or a bystander

Officials allowed a group ol
reporters inside the complex
Saturday to show the broken
locks. The complex’ was guiet.

as the militants remained con-
c::lud in some of the 100 resi-
dential bufldings and pilgrims’

The lake-side complex is

form for anti-lndia sermons
during on Fridays.

The Kashmir administration
reiterated that the blaze did not
damage the Hazratbal shrine or
the holy relic but engulfed the
older section of the complex
where Muslim women are per-
mitted to pray.

On Saturday. troops shot
and killed eight militants
statewide.

muhunummmgilur
separation from India for the

prednninnnﬂyuuﬂhnmﬂ
Jamimu-Kashmir,

More than 7.500 people have
been killed in Kashmir since the
army crackdown on militants

began in 1990,
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Law for protection of

environment soon

By Chapal Bashar

The draft of the
Environment Protection Act,

1983 has been prepared and
will be placed before the cabinet
soon for ‘approval.

Well-placed sources in the
government told this corre-
spondent that an inter-ministe-
rial meeting will discuss and fi-
nalise the draft before
it to the cabinet. Relevant min-
istries, including the ministries'
of Environment and Forests,
Fisheries and Livestock,
Agriculture, Industries, Energy,
lrnpunn Finance and others

will attend the meeting, ex-

The purpou of the Act,

drafted by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, is to
ensure preservation of the envi-
ronment for sustainable devel-

opment, as well as to provide
?lmwlﬂhnd-
pollutions.

Sources said the law, the
first of this kind in the country,
will be a covering legislation
under which rules
mmmw&-m
to make it effective.

Provisions of stiff punitive
measures for the violators of the
law have also been incorporated
in the draft. Possession, trans-
portation or use of any object
harmful for the environment
will be punishable under the

Act. The maximum sentence
would be flve years. rigorous
imprisonment and a fine upto
one lakh taka.
According to the
law, a high-level advisory
comunitiee comprising experts
and officials, will be constituted
with the authority to monitor
and assess the environmental
impacts. The proposed law will
empower the authorities con-
cerned to have access to any
place and installation for con-
such assessment.

U the law, any
region of the country can be de-
clared an Critical

"Ecologically
Area’ for adopting special mea-
sures and giving attention to
protect the environment.

The draft suggests provision
to make Environmental Impact

Measures for ::«nnlml
emissions of hazardous

smoke from the transports and
industrial plants were advised
in the draft while steps for con-
trolling noise pollution have
also been recommended.

Prime Minister
jointly by the
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Khaleda 7ia witnessing a mlnur’l’ui rally of ?lﬂﬂtll traditional vehic - organi
Parjatan Corporation and the Dhaka City Corporation at Abdul Gani Road in the dty My
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hummhﬂtﬁhmﬂmmmumnmhﬂm --Plehoto
' Govt joins hands
AL for alternative local govt model | “ovtjomns hancs
By Staff Corvespendont ban religion-based

The Awami League (AL) will
soon present an owlline of the
loral goverrunenis it thinks it
for Institutionalising dernocracy
In the eountry

This was decided st an
emergency meeling of (he
party's central working oot
lee held yesterday evening at
the official residence of AL chief
sheikh Hasina

mm‘mm
served that! the local
ments sponsored by both 1
Jatiya Party WUP] and the
Bangladesh NaUonalist Party
(BNF) were not democratic in
the true sense of the term and
feit the need for an
allernative mode! on o!
the AL soon. ,

Sheikh Hasina who presided
over yeslerday s mectling was
authorised W sclect ‘some peo-
ple’ 1o prepare the drafl of the
outline. The outline, containing

the ingredients of the union,
thana and district-level gov
erngwenis and their proposed
functions. would be placed at
the next meeting of the workung
communilles jor consideralions,
souroes sabd

The meeting also decided to
regisier a strong protest againat
the kiling of Aniscr Kahman, a
party activist of Lalmonirhat,
who died because of
torture by the local police and
BMP activists on Seplemnber | |

The meeting observed that
Lthe governmernd had staned us-
ing the police adoinietration
for Lhe ruling pany-spousored
lerTorism against its political
OpPpOneniis

Al chief and Leadey of the
Opposition Iin Parliament
Sheikh Hasina will address a
press conference on the issue
and announce a series of agita-

tions protesting the incident
tomorrow .

The also decided to
launch a mass contact pro-'

ranune with a view to making
the sit-in In fromt of the

Naval blockade clamped on Halt:l

UNITED NATIONS. Oct |6
The Security Councl clamped a
naval blockade on Haiti on
Saturday o enforce mandatory
sanctions almed at resloring
democracy 1o the Carfbbean na-
Uon. reports Reuter

The vole in the |5 -nation
council was unanimous

Six United States warships
have already been dispatched to
Haitian waters and other coun-

tiated by the United States and
co-sponsored by Canada,

France and Venezuela. also
) dels out the threat of unspeci-
Ll further measures

series, asks us all "Please can |

As a contribution to promotin
is proud to organise a Round

It calis on all UN members to
take steps LO ensure strct com-
pliance with the sanctions,
which include a ban on arms
and ofl imports, “and In partiou-
lar 0 halt Inward maritime

shipping as necessary” in order

Related story on page 8
to check thetr cargoes and des
tinations.

The sanctions. which also
involve a freeze on assets held
abroad by Haiti's governing
elite, enter into force at a

minute to midnight on Monday
eastern US time 0359 GMT on

—

Tuesday!
They are intended to force
Haiti's maill rulers to et

tide., overthrown in a 1991
coup.

The blockade resolution
echoes language used by the
counctl to interdict shipping
suspecied of violating UN sanc-
tons against lraq and the rump
Yugosiavia.

Meanwhile, the United
States has tightened security
with extra marine al the
us in the Haltlan capi-
Lal of Port-Au-Prince because of
the threat of violence there, 1S

MEENA, the Dhaka born, South-Asian heroine of the famous Unicef cartoon
g0 to school?” The question is the pointer to our
task ahead. Read all about MEENA in our two- page special coming out
tomorrow, Monday, 18th October 1993

the cause of female children, The Datly Star
le on "Girl Child : Some priority
be held today, 17th October '93 Read what the activists in the field said on the
subject in our "Girl Child Special” to be published on Thursday, 21st. October 93

Uhe Dhiily Stur, we srnvé fo serve our readers befter.

concerns , to

| administration

politics: Jamaat
The Jamaat-e-islami leaders
in a meeting yesterday urged

the Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad not to allow any bill

General! Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami said the gov-
ermment had joined hands with
the opposition to meet thelr
demand for banning religion-
based politics

2-hr strlke

their agitation on | 7-point de-
mands. administra-
tive and reforms. re-
ports .

Prokichi — an alllance of
engineers, agriculturists and

doctors — and the BCS Central
Action Counctl the
cadre)

called for the work
from 1] am o | pm to
protest represstdon and terrorist
attacks on thetr members.
The salient features of Lhe
demands are establishment of a
democratic and accountable
administration restruct
the age-old bureauwcracy
separation of the judiciary in
h-mmr.:n‘p-‘l—l-y
demwnor acy as aa the coun
try' s conastitutional provisions
The Prokichi will go for »
full day strike on October |9
and hold o rally al the
Central Minar at 10

| am the same day to press thetr

demareds

Tourism sector will get all
investment incentives : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said in Dhaka yes-
terday that steps would be
taken to increase budgetary al-
location for the tourism sector
to help earn foreign exchange.
alleviate poverty and generate
more t opportuni-
ties. reports BSS.

"Like other industrial sec-
tors, this sector (tourisin) will
now receive all investment in-
centives .... All necessary in-

ts for tourism are avail-
able here. “These potentials
should now be fully utilised.”
she said while opening the
programmes of the “Tourism
Month-1993" at the Osmany
Memorial Hall in the city.

The Prime Minister urged all
concerned quarters to come
forward o develop tourism as a
medium of recreation. acquisi-

tion of knowledge and genera-
tion of employment opportuni-

Bﬁummuidltcnyur

Bangladesh Parjatan
tion had been playing a

The government has at-
tached priority to the private
‘See Page 12 Col 1

NA elects Speaker today
Benazir, Sharif brace for
first test of strength |

ISLAMABAD, Oct 16: Former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
and Nawaz Sharifl braced today
for the first test of their parlia-
mentary strength as the new
parliament elects its Speaker
tomorrow, reports AFP.

The front-runner., Bhutto's
Pakisthn Peopie’'s Party (PPP),
has nominated Yusuf Raza
Gilani for the office of Speaker
while Sharif's Pakistan Muslim

(PML) has feided Gohar

Ayub Khan who held the slot in

the outgoing National Assembly
also.

There will also be a straight
fight between PPP's Zafar All
Shah and PML's Nawaz Khokar
for' the post of Deputy Speaker.
the assembly secretariatl saild.

Khokar was Deputy Speaker
in the

nefther PPP nor the PML ab-

solute majority in the e,
though Bhutto had an

with 86 seats against s

73

The PPP is also allled with a
splinter PML-Junejo faction
which bagged six seats., and
laring others it claims that
Sharil was almost out of the
race at the centre.

However  independent mem-
bers of partiament and candi- .
dates of amaller groups are in a

to tilt the balance el
ther way and like Bhutto, Sharif
also claims he has

enough support to the
sl al the cenire as

well as In the key province of

i
tical hold an the richest
and most populous provinoe of
in ronsidered vital for

the stability of any federal gov
ermument

Observers sakd the result of
Sunday s secret ballot in the
asarmbly ahould decide the ex
act party strenygflth of the main
conterwlers

The House will elect a Prime
Mintster Tuesday followed by
similar exercise In the four
mﬂ-w_ﬁ
will elect Its Speaker

province's chief minister later
this week. _

The assembly was
inducted Friday and, as the
theatre of their battle was shift-
ing to Punjab, some 10 mem-
bers from rival camps hold-
ing dual membership of both
National and Provincial
Assemblies did not take oath
Friday, a move almed at ready-
ing ammunition a fight in
Punjab, observers said.
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Former air chief
Momtazuddin
Jaﬂed for 5 yts

chief

Former Air Force
mma-m
“false and fabricated” accounis
of his property and séntenced td’
ﬁmmjllltullpurhl'h'l-
bunal. reports UNB.

Additional District lnd
Sessions Judge and Judge of
the Special Tribunal-2 Dhaka,
Zinat Ara found Ahmed guiity of
the under Section 4(2)

(A and B) of the Anti-Corruption
Act, 1957, and under Section

5(1) of the Anti-Corruption Act,
19567, and sentenced him to
suffer two years’ and three

years' stmple imprisonment re-
lpn:tlvd, The sentences shall

run concurrently.

The court also ordered the
2nd and 3rd floors of his DOHS
House No 77 at Road No 6 near

See Page 12 Col 8

Money market

turns volatile
By Inam Ahmed

The country’s money market
turned suddenly volatile last
week with fluctuations in the
international money market,
according to market sources.

During the week, the
Deutsche mark and the British
pound witnessed a sudden
surge because of better cross-
economic trends.

The central bank of Germany
intervened and purchased a
heavy quantity of marke resiil
ing in a surge of the currency.

The pmmd sterling and other
European currencies followed
the path of the German cur-
rency.

As a
exch
mark rose to Taka 24.97 from
the earlier average of Tk 24.55
in the country.

- D“:'E-:.Eru:' I!Oo['}]! -

JU teachers
resume duties:
Classes from
Nov 9

sympathetic effect, the
rate of the Deutsche

Classes of the university,
however, will commence on

November 9, according to deci-
sion of the JU Syndicate taken

yesterday at an emergency

The postponed admission
procedure will also resume on

Sce Page )2 Col 3
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their news.

Star Computer Special
(October Issue)

We are compelled to shift
the date of Star Computer
Special to Wednesday, 20
October '93, as many forum
members are yet to submit

Forum membaers are once
again requested to rush their

tems immediately.
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