B LT:_he Ruily Star

Dhaka, Saturday, October 16, 1993

R i

How Realistic is the
‘One-stop’ Idea ?

Industries Minister M Zahirmnuddin Khan told the
Blrtdllh Chamber of Industries the other day
that he would introduce a one-stop service for the
en . The Minister means well. However,
given the way the mment functions, the idea
secems hardly practicable. Perhaps the Minister
should lower his sights a bit and alm to facilitate
installation of indus units through vigorous in-
teraction with the other concemed agencies ol the
Evunmcnt- That in itself would come as a boon

the entrepreneurs.

One-stop service for entrepreneurs has become a
catchword, stmply because it is unattainable in the
present conditions. Let us look at the rﬂ!lln%“-
narfo. An entreprenéur would, in all probability,
wish first to venture ered as a limited
company, falls within the jurisdiction of the
Commnerce Ministry which runs a rate office to
attend to the job. For allotment of land. iding
electricity, . water and sewerage facilities, for
mm;l — for all thic:; and other services

setting up an ustry — separate or-
ganisations are hm{‘t!}}u . Each of them guard its
own turf zealously, b ng no interference from
other cies ol the government. Would all of
them to the bid of a one-stop service lo-
cated in the Industries Ministry?

It's not that this country alone has an en-
trenched bureaucracy. Democratic societies have
tried to solve the lem of private citizens' rela-
tions with the bureaucracy in different ways. best
suited to their own conditions. Spain, for instance,

its citizens deal with a complex bureaucracy

its institution of gestoria. A tor needs
specialisation in such fields as law, finance and
has to through qualifying examinations. The
ins of gestoria serves as an intermediary be-
tween the bureaucracy and the citizen, advising the
latter and doing the legwork.

One could umnd perhaps rightly so, that such
a system, app in this country, would bring
about new forms of corruption. However, effective
intermediation is the point at issue. In the Board of
Investment (BOI) we do have an o tion which
could, thro continuous interaction with con-
cerned es, ease the ss of up in-
dustrial unde in counfry. For this pur-
pose, instead of dealing with generalities. BOI
would need to gdopt a case-by-case approach,
hel the en reneur along, till a project sees

tion. .

BOI, as set up by the Ershad administration,
was perhaps conceived as a one-stop service for the
entrepreneurs. It has planned to take over all
functions related te the establishment of industries
in the private sector, from other concerned agencies
of the government. Inevitably, this would have led
to over-centralisation and concentration of author-
ity in one single nr%ania.aﬂnn. However, changed
circumstances should not imply that BOI can no
lorgr assist the entrepreneurs m .

I should now serve as an effective intermedi-
ary between the entrepreneur and the state agen-
cies connected with industrialisation. The ungd.n%
K:on:m of deregulation also means that it woul

ve to deal with a lesser number of such entities.
It should now work more as a promotional agency.
If necessary, BOI functionaries should move from
door to door to help an entrepreneur— see that the
hurdles on the way to setting up an industry get
eased quickly. On the other hand, BOI should re-
ceive a clear mandate from the government to en-
able it to act as an effective intermediary between
the investor and the state machinery. To be able to
function efficiently, BOI should be staffed with the
right kind of people and allowed to recruit direct
from the private sector, if it deems nece . In
such other related matters, BOI should be
given a free hand.

One-stop service for investors did not work in
the . Rather, it came to be derisively called a
deadstop service. Let us hope that government
would now adopt a more practical approach and
build up a effective service for facilitating es-
tablishment of industries in the country.

Message of the White

Cane Da
In a coun overburdened with massive socio-
economic ems. it is not unusual that issues

and concemns of the disabled are sidetracked. There
are in-built reasons for that. Not only that the dis-
abled do not form important pressure or lobby
groups, they cannot also expect to generate
widespread public sympathy gchind eir de-
mands, because there is so little public knowledge
about their plight.

The countrywide observance of the White Cane
Day, as a part of an international effort to raise
pu awareness, will, we hope, make a significant
contribution in bringing the concerns of our visu-
ally im ed citizens into focus, especially the
gmblcmu of the young boys and s who are

lind. A staggerir{g Cﬁoogzhl!drcgrllrannually 0
blind because of malnutrition and vitamin ‘A’ dcﬁr
ciency. Just imagine that so many of our children
are being deprived of the most vital of the five
senses — that of sight — because of the lack of
life’s basic needs. Problems of our disabled popu-
lation are not being addressed, due to lack of

and public concern.

It is known that a in a diet, leading to in-
creased use of leafy vegetables, can lead to reduc-
tion of vitamin "A" deficiency. In areas where such
vegetables are not avallable, a special pr mme
of supplying vitamin "A” can be introduced. Unicef
has already done laudable work in this area, and
its further assistance can be sought to nd it.

For those who have already become blind, spe-
cial schools and special training p ammes are

. The most basic implement — the symbol
ridden te Cane — is not available to most of our
blind citizens, so that they use this basic tool to
find their way around.

We have a long way to go before we can have a
satisfactory level of services and facilities for the
blind. But the criti¢al thing is to start with the full
backing and uupPort of a conscious and well-in-
formed citizenry. In this respect the national media
can and should play much more activist role than
they do now. It is not only on occasions such as
yesterday's, but on a regular basis the media
shouid t the problems that touch upon the
lives of our | Lgcuplc‘ With the coming of
modern technology, there are many useful ways
that disabled people can be employed in our

economy.
Means of making our disabled people
more active role in society exist. What we lac
haps, is the will.
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his own expense.
Gerber, a 3] -year-old prop-
erty developer, is trying to right
one of the cruellest wrongs per-
petrated on blacks during the
45 years of National Party gov-
emnment. He is giving back land
the authorities expropriated
from “coloureds” because they
lived in neighbourhoods ear-
marked for white occupation.
“it's a gesture of reconcilia-
tion.” Gerber said in an inter-
view. “T'm not doing it for politi-

cal reasons or oul of . | was
a child "when {

!

“T'm really returning them for
humanitarian reasons. The

properties mean more to the
people they were taken from
than they do to me.”

Gerber, a longime supporter
of President F W de Klerk's rul-
ing National Party. experienced
first-hand the horrors perpe-
trated under South Africa’s
now-abolished Group Areas Act
about a year ago.

it was then he received a call
from a “coloured” (mixed-race)
Anglican priest negotiating on
behalf of the church for a piece
of land in the Cape country
town of Calvinia.

Gerber knew the site.
He had bought the property
while still a for a pit-
tance of about $20, The money-
collected because his preacher
father had instilled in him a
deep desire to own property —
came from selling polatoes,
chickens and . empty bottles
scavenged from local drinking

He had, however, visited the
plot for the first time in 1990
and was uncomfortable about
discovering the rerhains of what

white locals insultingly de-
scribed as a "hotnots kerk’

' ["Holtentots church.” Once used

as the name of a particular eth-
nic group. Hollentot was

adopted by whites to mean a

Promotion scandal

Sir, In drawing your atten-
tion to the letter under the
above caption published in your
esteemed daily on September
11, 1 would like to point out
certain anomalies and
resentation of facts in the said
letter. The writer's reference to
the supposed embarrassment of
the PM for the promotions and
her advice not to go to court is a
travesty 'of truth.

The writer has alleged that
hundreds of officials with excel-
lent service records, etc. were

ustly superseded. But the
%h* records are con-
Mment.ﬂuchﬂm
the concerned officials them-
selves are not supposed to be
known, not to speak of out-
siders to which category the let-
writer most probably be-

. It is also not true that the

8 were given on the
8 of "2-3 minutes' inter-
promotions were

given after a thorough examina-
ion of 10 years' service records
of the candidates Including
ACR, PDS, etc. and an inter-
view conducted by a high pow-

fact, most of e Slcats S

were nol considered fit for pro-
mollon to the post of Deputy
Secretaries were superseded.
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Afrikaner Returns Land to Ri

The Bily Star 4

Ariene Getz writes from Wellington, South Africa

from “coloureds” because they lived in neighbourhoods earmarked for whites. However, his phi-
lanthropy is unlikely to have any impact on the problem of compensation for the 3.5 million blacks
Jorced by harsh apartheid laws to move from thetr homes to barren tracts on the outskirts of cities.
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PIERRE-JEANNE GERBER
‘A gesture of reconciliation’

person of inferior intellect or
culture).

He was moved when the
priest who cantacted him ex-
plained the chapel — destroyed
by the t after il paid
about $5.000 to the owner it
lorced to move in the 1960s —

A commendation
Sir,. Mr AS M Hannan Shah.

the Minister for Jute, deserves
commendation when he waded
into the domestic synthetic pro-
duction aspect, seeking to close
down the

manufacturing units and to
prevent their further expansion.
The art of his idea is not only to

protect the jute industry, both -

in its raw and manufactured
forms, but also to achieve a
pollution-free environment of
our country.

Al a time when we were and
still are struggling hard against
synthetic materials manufac-
tured abroad, posing threats to
the very existence of our jute
industry, a number of self-de-
structive units were allowed Lo
be popped up during the
1980's. It, however, amounted
to blowing of hot and cold policy
al the same Uime at the expense
of our jute industry and for the
interest of a few.

The jute minister is a person
— shert on words and tall on
action, indeed. That is why he
could get sttaight into the heart
of the matter and. as we know,
he won battle.

Md Aminul Islam
24/3/ 1 Sukrabad, Dhaka

had been a memorial to a
coloured man killed by the
Boers during the 1899-1902
Anglo-Boer war.

The man. Abraham Esau.
had spied for the British to pro-

tect the Nmited rights of his
community from Afrikaner

. before
July 1. 1991, used to get one or

m or three dearness al-
ances amounting 10 1o 30

per cent of basic pay, depending

ﬁmnf'# u"ﬁTfeﬂ!. w}ﬂ im

personne] got the benefit of ba-
sic pay only while calculating
pension or gratuity (for non-
pensionable jobs). Thus a per-
son retiring on June 91 with a
basic pay of Tk 5700/- per
month along with three DA's,
got the benefit of Tk 5700/- per
month while calculating pen-
sion or gratuity, but in the
event she or he retired in July
‘91, she or he got the benefit of

Tk 9500/ - th while cal-
mllunifpcmﬁ grnluu_*,r'.: In

the context of social justice, as
‘preached by the Govt. In power
in fulfilling 19 points of late
President Zia, the point No 18
«indicates it clearly. But can we
consider the practices in

as "social justice™? Let the au-
thority do some exercise
through computer scientists so
that a programme could be
o Spproprats Sih gy
given in the name of social jus-
tice

Sadig Alee
Maghbazar, Dhaka

{

disappear :

row. the parties would fight (as
they have been known to do in
lthcplﬂlmhu!hcrjuﬂllﬁ:-

domunaton When the Britush

Esau was captured by Boer
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EXPropit-
to follow his ex-
ample and retuwn land “T'd like
o see them doing what I'm do-
ing.” he said. "So far, I've had
quite a positive e reaction from
whites. A couple have accused

me of sucking up to blacks, but

the other day | even gol some

OPINION

In your editorial of Sep-
tember 20 on the recent events
of student viclence al Rajshahi
University you said that the
siluation needed to be looked
“deeply into.” You then went on
to take a f[airly shallow look at
it. In your edftorial the next
day. September 21. you blamed
the Prime Minister of failing to
tackle the problem of student
violence and also seemed to lay
the blame for the present spate
of viclence on the Jamaat-
Shibir political parties. While
much of what you said was
right. which any right thinking
person in the country could
agree to. your editorial had a
bias pointing away from what
really needs to be said.

What really needs to be said
is that student violence, par-
ticularly at the universities, is
not to be blamed on any one

particular party. but upon all

our major political parties. |
agree that the Prime Minister

needs to be criticised gn this
score rather more than the
leaders of the other poiftical
parties since she heads the gov-
ermnment of the country, but the
other political parties also must
share the blame for the carnage
On OUr CAampuses.

| say that you did not look
deeply enough at the Rajshahi
University events becaus® you
seemed to Indicate that the
Shibir "swoop” on RU halls was
an unprovoked attack. In actual
(act. it was not. The attack was
in retaliation for events the
previous day on the Rajshahi
Medical College premises as
well as In the city when a Shibir
activist was beaten almost to
death, allegedly by Chhatra Dal
activists. | do not mean to jus-
tify the attack on the Halls but
only to point out that it was
provoked, and to point out also
that it is not the Shibir alone
who indulges in violence: al-
most all the student parties
who are active on campus, fight
not only with each other but
within themselves as well. At
the moment, most other stu-
dent parties have come together
to fight the Shibir. but if the
Shibir were to tomor

- Campus Violence

h:l':m with attendant loss of

In detail, was just as disturbing

as Lhe Shibir attack. The next

the university. In the early
hours of the they at-
tempted to attack the house of
the VC (who was away at the
time}. next, they burst Into the
house of the Pro-Vice
Chancellor. A few hours later

tions, who were on their way
through the campus to the
emergency meeting called by
the Acting VC, were man-
handled by either the same or
another group of students.
Subsequently several provosts
of the Halls were verbally
abused: one provost's house
was attacked and his family
lerrorized. All these acts. ap-
parently, were forms of protest
at the alleged failure of the uni-
versity authorities to prevent
the Shibir attack. These inci-
dents show that it was not the
Shibir alone who indulged in vi-
olence that day.

| need not mention the
events of the next few days in
Khulna, Dhaka and Chit
in which the Shibir suffered the
retaliation, In its turn, of the
other parties, with further loss
of life. Particularly loathsome
among these events, was what
your reporter described as the
“witch hunt’ at Dhaka Univer-
sity. Even if it were granted that
the Shibir is a fascist, sectarian,
anti-national orgamnization, do
the rest of us have to oppose it
with fascist methods? You did
well to emphasise. In your
second editorial. that if the
Jamaat-Shibir have to be
fought. they must be fought
politically. The battle must be
for the hearts and minds of the

billion dellars out of which
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SZRSE The S Yen — the Chall St
of around 100 yen 0 the ' : the total. In such a situation.
dollar from 127 n August. last gnitware and varieties of for the accumulated yen credit  vigorously pursued by Lthe pri-  jumps in value prompied by owr debi serviee liabilities with
year. The appreciation mmm% which have matured for repay vale sector. The chances are certain economic factors —  export receipts remaining con-
of yen s, , Mot & new  Daily Star reported abowtl adap- menls (hus far Also, tied Im- betier now than ever before be- primartly the announcement of  stant should increase by 5 per
phenomenon, Since 1970, the tation of Jamdant designs on  ports already In the pipeline cause at the favoured places for merchandise trade figures . cent for a 25 cent increase
Japanese cconomy through the househeld textile materials for  under Japanese assistance pro-  relocation of Japanese sunset leading to accumulation of in the value of yen
soaring yen has been cont curtains. cushion covers ele. = gramume would cost more. It s industiries, Thalland for exam- mounting export surplus as a But export receipis cannot
mdnhg:m Provided supply constraints are necessary (0 reevaluate our ple wage costs have increased.  distinct secular but unsustain- remain constant — it must in-

Sates of for the overcome, Lhere should be a priorities under the yen credit environmental factors would able trends. Inevilably. the crease al ltast to Japan due to
wm-llhc large market for such labrics at  programme  Japanese brand add to investment costs and value of yen in terms of other the soaring yen. Against our ex-

industrial economy ol atiractive to Japanese name products are not manu physical infrastructures are al-  currencies, dollar in particular, port earnings of 1.688 million
the world. From 360 yen to the An important consider factured in Japan alone, there- ready suffering from severe must rise. During the last two = yen in 1991, only 51 million
dollar, it s now almost at par  ation is high quality of goods 10 fore imports of Japanese cars  sirains. Notable among these years. the exchange rate was  dollars -y marginal 4 per cent
with one US cent be manufactured since Japan is  or televisions may not decline.  constrfints are traffic conges hovering st around 138 yentoa — was derived from the

The soaring yen should have an upscale market. Also. new  The same Toyota car or Sony TV tons of and energy doliar; while during the late, Japanese market. If all our
hﬂmﬂmﬂ marketing ventures are difficult  sets are manulactured at sev- mmm\u. 1980s. 150 yen to the doillar efforts are made in cooperation
| fects for the ecconemy of o organise in Japan: there are  eral locations outside Japan. It used to be the norm. At each  with the authorities in Japan.
Bangladeah in three main ar-  all sorts of restrctions 1o mar must also be borne 1n mind that M"mhhm such discrete and sharp rise in  then a ten-fold inerease or half
eas. First, our exporis of ket access which are mainly in cosl of imported inputs will be Relatively pollution (ree.  the value of yen, a large outflow  a billion dollars worth of exports
m‘ﬂu leather, formal and sometimes lllusive less o Japanese manulactur emply roads. Fxcess capacities of investment also ook place as (o Japan should be a distinct
carpel elc. o Japan . in  possibility by the turn of the
rﬁ:u-“thpz century, if not earfier.

yen of these products On an immediate basis, the -
M:-h-:ﬂﬂ: : million dollars 10 ensure debt
cent. extent such de- ' : - repaymerits to Japan the
upon price elasticities is too small to about and
demands for our and ser- o seek lmﬂhem:rzn-_h-
vices in Japan likely. de- Purticipants at the show were of  ers. Hence. the increase in the  in several categories of supplies  of industiries o Bangladesh be-  cremental export earnings so
mand for frosen shrimps as well  the opinion thai Bangladesh export prices from Japan would  and services. for example alr  cause cost of production at the hat the debt service ratic would
as high quality goat skin leather Dhas a bright prospect for s be less than the exient of ap-  cargo or cleciricity supply 88  favoured locations are not that  not increase within immediate
ougint to be price clastic be- nNon-traditional exports side by  preciation of the yen. in fact, .  weil as recently established con- any more. As a mat future.
cause alhigh Japancse income Side traditional ones and can  was possible In the past 0 ab  tainer :m:-cu:: ter of fact, the south-east Asian On the whole, we should be
levels, they can afford to eat make a in the sorb cost increases induced by  port, and, above all. very couniries themseives arg mov- highly optimistic of considerable
-.“-H-..z: world market including Japan. currency apprectation through labour are extremely good at- ing towards of rei- gains that can be dertved from
-ﬂ.:.ﬂ“_* pravided the strict maintenance  gains in productivity. reduced (ractions to foreign investors. atively more lechnology as well appreciation of the yen and
the goat sKin leather from of Quality is ensured. Silk and  cost of energy as well as lower including small to medium  as capital Intensive goods and  such golden opportunities
?‘ embroidery goods, other handi ing of the profit marg@n i order  scale operators of labour-inten- services. We should try to at-  ghould remain valid for at least

realisation of the posi- crafis, ceramics. leather goods, 10 retain the market share sive expor! manufacturing units  tract those types of manufactur- the next five years. This is be-
tive from trade would de- cane furnitures etc, were dis- This leads to the second in Japan Such sttractions are ng where labour  cause the yen can be stabilised
—m-uw-wwu played and it was felt that 2 consideration o major no longer avallable In equal  costs are the key determinant of  only when the huge balance of
pand production of shrimps in market in J for these  benefits that we can dertwe from  abundance at o s - securing a competitive produc-  payments of Japan
the coastal districts, particu- products could .be crealed the yenn — apart from  tions for investments  tion hase for exports. have mmﬂyu-
larly Cox's Bazar. In the past. Wwithin the next few years: the enhanced from  with eountries duced. if not eliminated all to-
our garment exports did not Soaring yen opens up the oppor-  Japanese markets. The appre-  perhaps indonesia: while new Debt Bervice Liabilities gether. For this to happen,
perform very well in the tunity for our traders. clation would force Japanese centres for such gobal manu- The (hird and the Japan must enable its
Japanese market. The soaring High value of yen also means manufacturers to relocate their ventures have aspert of yen appreciation ia the ‘.MMHZ
ol o i b v will 0 o Tht tods Wibian dvietopnn. e ——
opens up a new oppor- the balance of paymentis will Bangladesh as a suitable loca:  appreciation of yen was not an  assistance or ODA, received should be our export Herein

tunity to the private sector. The however, be negaled by en- tion for J indusiries. even. continuous movemment. 8t cach year z Bangdadesh lies our golden chance — let us
same is true with regard to hanced debi servicing liabilities  textiles in particular. should be ook place through discrete amounts to over two ot cracking at it right now

ghttful Owners

praise from a local supporter of
l!ll CP° (the pro-apartheid

majority of our peopie, upon
the bodies and lives of our
young students. This must be
done not because we wish to be
kind to Jamaat-Shibir but
because we must avoid civil
disorder and bloodshed and
:tudbyﬂtmk:uﬂnwlmmt
constitution.

The point | am trying to
make here is that if it is vio-
lence on the campus that we
wish to stop. then talk of ban-
ning the Jamaat-Shibir is irrel-
evant at present. Why should
Shibir be banned for doing what
everyone else does? What must
be banned. and immediately, is
present system of student

" of all political parLieul
who have them. Student politics
by itsell is no danger to the na-

parties
who are responsible for the vio-
lence

resentatives of the varfous par-
Lies who sit in it do not need to
fight each other as long as they
have their susrrogates. their
student supporters. to do their
fighting for them. The paraliel
here 1s with that — in a wider
context — of the wars fought

the client states of the mby
powers before the collapse of
the Soviet Union. The Su-
perpowers had 4 “cold war”
going on between them, but
their client states actual
wars and killed each others’
people for the sake of commu-
nisam or capitalism. . In
the confrontational kind of poli-
tics that we have in Bangla-
desh, the highly paid lndl
empowered MP's of our various

parties abuse each other in air-
conditioned comfort while their
student wings kill each other in
the heat and dust of our

campuses.
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