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Cane that Makes A]l the
Difference for the Blind

by Nazme Sabina

For peet John Donne. it is okay to say “why
grasse ia gresme, or why our blood is red. are
mysteries which none have reached unto™ but
along our way whenever we see a persou with
the white cane. it is hard to console ourselves

Today, October 1S, is the Warld White Cane
Safety Day. In 1969, the International
Federation for the Blind decided to celebrate
this day as the world white cane day at its
Colombo Conference

The history of the use of whilte cane goes

how to change the beggar's outstretched hand
into a working hand.” says Mrs Monsu Sam

addar, Principal of the Baptist Sar School
for Blind Girls.” “the businesamen ol the coun-

try should consider sympathetically the needs
of the blind and arrange to train them in such
skills and crafis as they can master such as
packing binding. Hght engineering, painting”
she said that they could work in various offices.
became telephone operators. teachers. etc.
Some are producing handicrafts, if they

back to the year 1800 when a blind lawyer of
the UK. for the first tme used the cane. It was
the Lions Club of Pretoria of Soath Alrea l]'nl
adveocated for the n . - < :
enaction of the
white cane law. The l“
law came Into being ; °
in 1931. During the
Second World War.
Robert E. Hoover, a
blind ophthalmeolo
gist of the USA dis
tributed white canes
as an honour to the
blind soldfers. who
lost their eyes due
to radiation.
According to Wo-
I rid Health Organisa- °
tion. there are more |
than 40 milllon sig-
htless people, of wh
om two-thirds live

receive better training and opportunities. then
they could become even more productive”. says
Mrs Samaddar from her experience.

& Earlier, voluntary
health services soci-
‘ ely organised a na-
lional seminar on
cisability. On the ba-
sis of discussions of
different and
" their recommenda-
| tions on the allevia-

tions of the blind,
| the seminar agreed
. on some principal
& points. On blind-
ness., the seminar
suggests: A national
programme (o esti-
mate the number of
persons with differ-
ent kinds ol disabil-

in the Third Werid. ity, including disa-
In Bangladesh,k = W bility due to blin-
dness. should be

almost 100 children
; undertaken. Greater

tion of the condi- I

blindness and turn the blind

people inte a well-arganised

In a on the eve of
“Warld White Cane Salety Day,”
President Biswas saild it was
owr social responsibility Lo en-
sure education. heaith. shelter
and other basic needs of the
bilind .

Highlighting the needs for

expanding proper f{acilities 1o
the blind the President sought

more dynamic role from both
the government and private sec-
tors in eradicating the blindness
as well as improving the
condition of the blind.

He said the blind peopile
were not the burden of the soc
ety. Rather, he added. now-a
days they were contributing in
the national development activ
ities after having higher educa-
ton. "They can even make more
significant contributions in the
social and national progress if
proper and necessary incentives
are provided to them.” he ob-

Explaining the significance
of .the day. the President said
on this occasion everyone
should have to take a fresh
pledge to give light to the blind
"Social security have to be en-
sured for the blind”, he added.
With this objective in view the
day is being observed In

Thl.-lu l.m;r -Lots, uﬂlpnn.: of the F"rtn C Iuh l'l:ltmbtf! in &

painting competition organised to mark the 39th founding
. anniversary of the Jatiya Press Club at its premises in the

go blind everyday .
because of Vitamin A s
deficiency. More |
than half of these ¢
die within a week ol =

According to the g
available statistics.
30.000 pre-school-
age children go bli
nd every year due to
malnutrition and =
Vitamin A defi-
ciency. Disability due Lhey too are part of us
to blindness is also multi-plying every year

Besides the financial obstacle, during the
post-war relief and reconstruction activities for
socio-economic development ol Bangladesh, a
few NGOs along with the government devoted
their work for the blind in different fields at
various stages. National Federation of the Blind.
Bangladesh National Society for the Blind,
Vocational Training Centre for the Blind,
Baptist Sangha School for the Blind girls, assis-
tance for blind children, for the ad-
vancement of visually handicapped are the pio-
neers of their kind.

“We have distributed about 550 white
canes in 1983. Most of the canes are imported.
Now, a blind man, Zakir himsell produces
white cane. A piece of imported cane costs
about Taka 400-460 whereas for the local one,
it is only Taka 150-160. | think, it is quite
useful for the blind”, says Mustafizur Rahman,
Vice Presidemt of the Associates for Blind
Children. :

“The citizen of our country should think

awareness will have
o be created about
blindness related to
disablility and the
states of the bilind.
Prevention of dis-
ecase should be given
the highest priority
— particularly pre-
vention ol diseases
which may lead to
R development of
— Star photo physical disability. A
National Committee with representatives of
the blind and other disabled should be
constituted. Employment opportunities for the
blind should be increased in both the public
and the private sector.
Making arrangement for a guide for a

tless person is a cumbersome job. Rather
if he learns from the start which road leads

where, learns 1o identify sounds; t how
far away a vehicle is from its nnu.nsumn
will gain cosfidence and walk about freely

even cross the road alene,

"White cane is a significant thing in a blind
man s life. He can learn to use the cane from
about the age of ten and become independent.
“If more blind people use the white cane then
the general public would quickly realize that
person is blind and be prepared to give any as-
sistance (o him on the road.” continued Mrs
Samaddar.

If he uses the white cane, the freedom of
going wherever he likes, and no has to
sit idle at home and asking for other people's
help and charity.” concluded Mrs Samaddar.
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nght rain llkely

Minister Lt. Col. (Retd) Akbar
By Staff Corr&upondﬂnt

Hossain yesterday called upon
the school children to grow a
habit for tree plantation in
order to maintain ecological
balance as well as to increase

The sky will remain partly cloudy over Bangladesh.

Light rain or thundershowers is likely to occur at one or two
places over Rajshahi, Dhaka. Chittagong divisions and the
region of Kushtia. The weather is likely to remain mainly dry

elsewhere over the country. Met Office forecasts day

national resources, reports
BSS.

temperature may rise by one to two degrees Celsius over the
country.

Inaugurating a tree planta-
tion drive at the Willes Little
Flower School premises in

Country’s highest temperature of 32.5 Celsius was
recorded in Cox's Bazar and lowest of 22.6 degrees Celsius was
recorded in Srimongol yesterday.

Dhaka the minister said besides
providing oxygen, a vital in-

The sun sets today (Friday) at 5:33 pm and rises tomorrow
(Saturday)l at 5:57 am.

gredient for our survival, the
trees also help the people in
different ways.

School Comm-
ittee Chairman and Additional
Tax Commissioner Syed Mo-
hammad Hedayetul Islam.
Headmaster of the school
Mohammad Shah Alam also
spoke on the occasion.

Cities [Towns Tempera Humidity in

BffChOUdhury Degrees Celsius Percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
O to 1“:{ nﬂ?ﬂu Dhaka 28.5 24.0 95 87
Leader se Chittagong 31.7 24.0 83 84
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chou- Rajshahi 30.4 23.0 95 86
dhury left Dhaka for London Khulna 32.1 24.8 82 85
yesterday, reports BSS. Dinajpur 31.5 23.0 56 88
He is expected to return | Sylhet 28.0 23.6 88 91
home on October 27. Cox’s Bazar 32.5 24.0 72 90

Q The City Bank Limited

HEAD OFFICE
ESTABLISHMENT DEPARTMENT
10, DILKUSHA COMM. AREA, DHAKA.

TENDER FOR CAR / JEEP SALE

Sealed quotations are invited from the bonafide purchasers for sale of Bank's
Cars / Jeeps. The quotation must moﬂ{nny 109% earnest mo

{ le) on the quoted value and reach this office on or before at 12-

noon of 23 October 1993.

Dhaka-Met-Ka-03-1949 1990 1300

02. Toyota Coralla G.I.. Dhaka-Met-Ka-03-2089 1990 1300
03. Toyota Coralla G.L.. Dhaka-Met-Ka-02-1619 1989 1300
04. Nissan Sun Dhaka-Met-Bha-6540 1986 1000
05. Toyota 4 Runner Dhaka-Met-Gha-02-1015 1990 2237

Tender schedule withJ terms & conditions can be obtained from the

Establishment Deptt. The City Bank Limited, Head Office, Dhaka, 10, Dilku-
sha C/A, Dhaka on an from 10-00 AM. to 1.00 P.M. at a

y working
cost of TK. 100/= (One hundred) only -refundable). ANWARUL AZIM
VICE PRESIDENT
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‘Change 1n mind-set of | Khaleda greets
Papandreou

policy planners needed’

By Staff Correspondent

Policy planners and decision-

makers have to change their
mind-set 1o tackle poverty and

| to bulld a self-reliant Bang-

ladesh. observed State Minister
for Planning Dr Abdul Moyeen

resources butl also poverty of
the mind,” he (old a group of
participant al a workshop on
“self-rellant Bangladesh: need
for transforming the mind-set?”
at the Bansdoc auditorium.
Organised by the Hunger
Project Bangladesh the key-note
presentation at the workshop
was made by Dr Badiul Alam
Majumder while the Global
Director of ammes of the
Hunger Project Dr. John
Coonrod and the managing di-
rector of its Indian chapter
Lalita Banavali were present as
In his address as the chief
guest the state minister for
planning asked: “Transforma-
uon of whose mind-set are we

Opening announcement,

A el

elite ; interaction between the
government and the NGOs. lack
of any nternal forums and ad
vocacy groups that can look
into the big picture’;. absence of
an effective investment in devel
oping the skills of the people;
and the lack of accountability
for the administrative services
ol govermunent.

He proposed to start a gen-
uine movement for achieving.
what he termed something pos
itve — to transform the mind-
set of dependency and hope-
lessness of our people.

Earder, Dr Coonrod said that
his organisation is “decply privi-
leged” 1o be working with the
Bangladesh chapter, which he
described as an organisation
formed by a committed group of
volunteers.

Later, Professor Habibullah
and Khushi Kabir. chairman of
the Association of the Dewve-
lopment Agencies of Bangladesh
(ADAB). commented on the key-
note paper which was followed
by a question and answer
SESSIOn.

Prime Minisier Begum Kha
ecla Zia In a message has con
gratulated Andreas Papandreou
on his assumption of the high
office of Prime Minister of the
Republic of Greece, reporis
S

In the jelictitation mesaage
the Prime Minister wished that
under s dynamic leadership
the excellent bilateral relations
and cooperation between Lhe
two countries will be further
strengthened

She wished good health,
happiness and long lifle of
Papandreou and the people of
Greece continued peace. prog-
ress and prospenty

Mostafiz greets
FM of Greece

Foreign Mindster ASM Mosta-
fizur Rahman has greeted Car-
olos Papoulias Foreign Minister
of Greece on his appointment as
the foreign minister of his
country. reports BSS.

In a message Rahman ex-
pressed the confidence that the
existing bonds of friendship and
cooperation between the two
countries would be further
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Press Club lecture series ends

said while presenting a paper
on "Human Rgihts and National
Hopes and Aspirations” at the
concluding session of a three-
day lecture series of the Jatiya
Press Club in the afternoon.

Narrating a brief history of
preservation of human rights,
the former foreign minister re-
gretted that most of the world
population was still far from
having the taste of human
rights even in this post-Cold-
War period.

He said the big powers had
never had any sincere attitude
towards developing a world
order based on justice for pro-
tection of human rights.

Prof Hague pointed out that
the United Nations and the
mighty nations had failed to
stop the continued violation of

human rights in Bosnia-
Herzegovina in the heart of
Europe

He maintained that human
rights were also being violated
in Purjab and Kashmir in India.
Afkharia in Georgla. lreland n
Britain and northern region of
Shri Lanka and Mindana
province of the Philippines.

The former foreign minister
called on the Unilul Natlons
and all nations to work unitedly
for the protection, of human

Competitions
end todey

Thr plln“: and recttation
the children of
lht mnmhrn of the Jatiya Press
Club began al the club
premiscs in the city yesterday,
reporis BSS
A good number of children of
the members ook part in the
competitions osganised by the
club marking its 3th lm.nﬂt‘

afrive sary

The competitions ends tudly__l
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ATTENTION EX SUNBEAMS

On the occasion of our 20th anniversary
we are planning to bring out an album. We
would appreciate your co-operation by lend-
ing any school photographs to the school “6f-
fice by the 31st of October 1993 in a sealed

envelope with your name, address and con-
tact Phone Number on it.

SUNBEAMS
House-51, Rd. 16 (New), 27 (Old)
Dhanmondi R.A, Phone: 816311.

Congratulations

to

Successful Candidates

of

H.S.C. Examinations, 1993

It is also an occasion to congratulate the Government for its bold and innovative measure

to complement higher education through private community philanthropic initiative.

INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY, BANGLADESH (lUB)

(authorized under the Private University Act, 1992.)

* IUB offers 4-year Bachelor of Science Honours degrees in as many as 14 fieids selected on the basis of their
applied needs in the country and intemational job prospects.

* I's cumiculum, course method, guidance and counselliing are carefully designed and monitored at all times to

equip graduales with theoritical knowledge and methods of logical

thinking, team work, decisions-making, flexibility

and crisis management skills needed lor the leadership in an extremely competitive world of tomomow.

* The University has a higly qualified national faculty and intemationally recruited visiting scholars. This year the
visiting scholars are from France, Russia and the USA.

* Al IUB admission is open 10 all eligible candidates without regard 10 year passed and credils are allowed lor

previous study.

* The University has an academic calendar with two semesters of approximately 17 weeks and an optional
summer session. The Autumn Semester starts in mid-October - within days ol the publication of H.S.C. results
and the Spring semester, in lale March - within days of the publication of A level results. Candidates are aliowed
pre-registration 10 avoid admission delay.

* A cumiculum of imtemational standard scholastic requirement approved by the University Grants Commission,
modulable on the basis of individual initiative and commitment, allows IUB students o graduate on time or, with
an effort, belore lime and therelore eliminates any chance of "session jam."”

* IUB offers full tultion scholarship (Tk. 48,000 per semester) from the first semester 10 the first 20 students
in combined merit list, and first 10 merit lists of Science, Humanities and Commerce groups of all 4 Boards.
Besides, it oflers generous linancial assistance and campus employment 10 meritorious and deserving

students.

in Winter 1994 IUB proposes 10 hoid a national Symposium emphasisng students viewpoint on Higher Education,
Youth and Economic Development.

Few places are still available in the Autumn Semester.
Admission Counselior
Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB)
119F Road 1, Banani, Dhaka
Phone : 604129, 602086

Enquiry :




