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Contraband worth
Tk 3cr seized

CHITTAGONG, Oct

Smuggling through sea routes
increased alarmingly and police
contraband worth over
crore taka Iin the last

three days from Patenga. Squ-

;
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BSFIC assures ample

With the targeted production
of over two lakh tonnes and im-

port of another one lakh tonnes.,
the authorities are optimistic of
adequate supply of sugar this
fnancial year.

“There will be ample supply.
if not plenty. to meet the re-
quirement.” said an official con-
cerned of the Sugar
and Food Industries Corpor-
ation (BSFIC) that runs 16
sugar mills of the country. The
annual requirement of sugar in

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh has been estimated
at about three lakh tonnes.

The official said that the re-
tail price of sugar would come
down with the availabilify of
newly produced sugar in the
market along with the imported
anes.

supply of sugar

The authorities held the
hoarders responsible for the re
cent price hike saying the gov
ernment has not increased the
price while the supply was also

steady.
Meanwhile. the sugarcane
crushing season begins tomeor-

row in the mills of the BSFIC

with a target of producing
2.04,406 tonnes of

the season which is likely to

«continue in phases until early
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be constructed within

ago.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia offering munajat after laying the foundation stone of

—

Biman Bangladesh Airlines’ head office complex near the Zia International Airport yesterday.

Also seen are State Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism Abdul Mannan

and Biman’s Managing Director Abdul Muyeed Chowdhyry.

Biman to have more

Minister

Begum
Khaleda Zia laid the foundation
com-

Spread over an area of
9.758.36 square metres, the

18
months at an estimated cost of

Tk 12 crore 24 lakh and 37

wmmmm.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister said steps
have been taken to add more

aircraft to the Biman's fleet to

open new routes. She lauded
the progress of Biman which
started its operation 22 years

Terming improvement of
communication network as a
pre-requisite for development,
she said the government had
taken initiatives to recast the
communication system includ-
ing railways, road, river and air
roules to meet the present day

: PM
need.

The project area has been
leased out 1o Biman by the Civil
Aviation Authorilies.

A 10-storied buillding has

also been planned as part of the
head office complex to be con-

present Biman headquarters in
Motijheel commercial area will
remain as an office of the na-
tonal flag carrier afier the in-
auguration of the new head of-
fice complex. -

State Minister for Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism Abdul Man-
nan. Secretary Afzalur Rahman
and Managing Director of
Biman Abdul Muyeed Chow-
dhury - also addressed the
function. :

Referring to . different pro-
grammes taken up by Biman to
compete with other airlines,
Begum Zia asked the Biman
employees to render better ser-
vice to the customers.

She expressed her happiness
over the earning of profit by the
national flag carrier in last two
years for the first time since its
inception.
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Rao may visit
Dhaka early
next year

Indian Pri Minister PV
Narasimbha Rao is likely to visit
Dhaka sometime early next
year.

Disclosing this to UNB yes-
lerday a government source
said both Bangladesh and India

largely depend on the outcome
of the next month’s elections in

9 Indian states and Delhi.

If Congress(l) succeeds in
those elections. it would pave
the way for Rao's visit to neigh-
bouring countries including
Bangladesh

If Congress(l) fails the sce-
nario will com change,
making it difficult for Rad to
undertake any trip abroad.

The failure of Congress (1)
will be considered a sort of no-
confidence to the leadership of
Rao. In that event he can not
resist BJP's demand for mid-
term poll.

Rao's visit, to Dhaka, if it at
all takes place. is expected to be
a landmark in the history of
Indo-Bangladesh relationship.
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Slum eviction

50 in
Cox’s Bazar
clash

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 13: Over
50 people including a magis-
drate and ten policemen were
injured as police and villagers
clashed over eviction of illegal
houses along the coastal area
here today

Over 2000 villagers demon
straled when the Nirbahi Officer
of Cox's Bazar Sadar Thana

along with five magistrates and
30 palicemnen went for the evic

tion at Darbarpara at 11 am.
reportedly under an order from
the Prine Minister herself
Police lobbed three teargas
shells and resorted 1o baton-
charge 1o daperse the mob who
attacked the police with lethal
weapons and brickbats,
Sav Page 12 Col 3

J Ansars accused
of supplying arms
to Sarbaharamen
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 13 Author
ties have lodged cases against
five members of the Ansar force
for their alleged Involvement in
providing the outlawed Sarba-
hara party men with rifle
bullets.

The accused include the
District Collector-in-Charge of
Ansar armoury at Patuakhali
Lutiar Rahman, Ansar Batla
lion- 19 Commander Abdus Sal-
am, Battalion Quarter Master
Shahed All. Circle Adjutant Ha
gral Ali and Habildar Musleh
uddin ,

Deputy Director of Barisal
Division Ansar filled the cases
with Kolapara Police Station of
Patuakhali for alleged cheating
and theft under the BPC
416/380.

Sec Page 12 Col §

Truly tragic!
BOMBAY, Oct 13: Forty |
women passengers were
crushed to death by a train
and 70 others when
they leapt out of a
suburban local after they |
noticed smoke in a com-
partment between Kandivli
and Borivii on the Western

Railway section tonight, re- f
ports PT1

'  Railway and police
sources said as the smoke
emanated from the rear por-
tion of the ladies only Virar-
bound train. home-bound
passengers jumped out and
were run over by another
fast tratn coming from the

Police said the passengers
were gripped by panic after a
woman screamed Fire, fire
and out of the train.

e train which left
Churchgate Station during
rush hour was the
Borivli Station when the
bizarre accident occurred.

leaving mangled bodies all
over the tracks.

—ADB project for rural

By Sohel Manzur

implementation of the ADB-
assisted Rural Training Project
has become uncertain because
the Planning Commission did
not approve the revised project
concept paper (PCP), alleging
some lrregularities in the seled-
tion of the projéct areas.

According to sources, a tri-
partite meeting of the Asjan
Development Bank (ADB). the
Ministry of Youth and
and the consultants of the pro-
Ject would be held today to de-
cide the fate of the ;

The project, which was to be
implemented by the Ministry of
Youth, has already been de-
layed by aboaut two and a half
years because of the delay in
recruiting the stafl and in ac-
quiring land for the training
centres, the sources said,

Under the 19.35 million US
dollar project, about 70 thou-
sand were to be
provided with training under
four zonal centres o be set up
in Dhaka, Rajshahi, Sylhet and
Jessore.

Some 25 .thanas of the
country were also selected by
the Ministry of Youth and
Sports as target arecas for the
project.

But, according to the
sources, when the ADB sug-

gested the ministry integrate it
with another project, initiated
by the government in 1987 tar-
geting seven thanas (the then
upazillas). major changes were
brought in the revised PCP, (n-
corporating the names of some
new thanas in place of those
selected earlier.

Incorporation of a number
of new thanas In the revised
PCP was not, however, done as
per the agreed criterta, the
sources said.

According to the sources, the
ADB, after approval of the pro-
Ject in 1991, disbursed Tk 66
lakh for procurement of neces-
sary equipment. Bul the fund is
yet (o be utilised, the sources
added,

An oflicial at the ADB, when
contacted, told The Daily Star
that the Bank had decided to
finance the project after being
convinced of the project's
prospects, which the govern-
ment initiated targeting seven
thanas. ’

He said the bank is insisting

the government start the project

ng the
thanas, he said the ADB is
Secc Page 12 Col 4
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curb Bonapartism

The ruling BNP is consider-
ng an amendment (o the
Constitution seeking to block
the way for capturing state
power through unconstitutional
means. such as by Iimposing
Martial Law.

Party sources lold PROBE
News Agency that Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia had dis-
cussed the issue with her close
aides prior fo her departure for
New York to address the 48th
seasion of the United Nations
General Assembily.

“There is ho alternative to
prevention of Martial Law to
safeguard democracy.” said
Workers' Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon who brought a
constitutional amendment bill
in 1991, almed at putting an

end to the usurpation of power
through Martial Law.
He siressed that it was es-

rect advantage of the situation
created by the 'Moududi group’
(Jamaat-Shibir] and other ter-
rorist groups. Describing the
opposition MPs initlative as a
i move BNP leader
Rafiqul Islarm Miah re-
gretted that since the period of
erstwhile East Pakistan some
politictans were and
helping to invite Martial Law
rule in the -
‘One has to be careful of
these politicians. The political
Scc Page 12 Col 3

ISLAMABAD, Oct 13 Pakie-
tan's political crisis dr
into its fourth day W y
with no resclution in sight In
the battle between rival clai.
mants to lorm a government,
Benazir Bhutto and Nawas

With two days before the
first sitting of the new federal
pariiament Friday, Bhutto, who
emerged as front-runner in last
week's national clections, sl
appeared likely to be able o0
muster enough support 1o
ctnerge as Prime Minister |

possible split in the Pakistan
Muslim League-Junejo group
(PML-J).

The PML-J, a breaksway
group from Sharil's Pakistan
Musiim League (PML) helped
Bhutto perform unex pectedly
well against Shaitf in lus clec-
torally -vita! home

PML ai:tem;;t to
Junejo grou

. “ualll

split

Punjab in the weekend provin

. rial elections

Reports from (he Punjab
capital of Lahore today said that
in the tug be-
tween the two , PML waas
attempting to split the PML-J.
although there were no Indica
tions by late Wednesday after
NOON as Lo e sucoeas,

PML-J chief, Hamid Nasir
Chattha | speaking from Lahore
Tuesday, was quick o dispel
the rumors, saying L the
faction was united and that all
members had been atlending
PML-J meetings.

AP adde: Bhutio wants bet-
ter relations with the United
Sates — but not If it costs her
country s nuclear weapons

:

|
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AL threat

e
ens toug

|

action after Nov 10

A top leader of the Awami
League yesterday wamed that
the party would announce
tough action from
its November 10 sit-in demon-
stration outside the Secretariat
if the ruling BNP failed to meet
their demands. )

“The Awami League will go
for stronger agitation. including
sieges and gheraos if the de-
mands, speit out by Sheikh
Hasina on August 20 at the

Manik Avenue, were not
met.” Chief Whip of the
Opposition in Parliament

Mohammad Nasim told the
United News of Bangladesh
[UNB).

The demands include repeal
of the Ordinance and
the Anti-Terrorisin Act, removal
of 'corrupt’ ministers, trial of
Golam Azam as a ‘war criminal?’
a ban on communal politics.
protecting the interests of the

. m.mmulﬂh—

dustrial workers, ridding the
campuses ol terrorism: and

eign aid effectively,
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| | English made
BNP may move to S

The governmnent has decided
to make English a compuisory
subject at the degree
leveligraduation) from the 1994-
95 academic session. reports
UNB.

The decision has been taken
with a view to raising the stan-
dard of English education in the
country,. said an official hand-
out yesterday.

English will be compulsory
in the Pass and Honours
courses in all general educa-
tional institutions and students
seeking admission in the next
session (1994-95) will be the
first batch under the new cur-
riculum.

The new curriculum has
been intrpduced at the

level against the of
students lacking
knowledge in the English lan-

guage, which is important for
international communication.
the handout said.

It has been observed that
the standard of English educa-
tion has gone down at the pri-
mary and secondary levels
also.”

The new measure was
adopted in the hope it would
help students acquire more
knowledge in the foreign lan-
guage and help bulld an «f-
odent npower base in the
country. the handout added.

Early launching
of IMBP
stressed

The three day annual con-
sultation meeling on econeme
Cooperation between Japan
r;:lt:hhun;l-duh ended in

yesterday Lhe
need for immediate
of the Jamuna Mu

: UNB,
Hrﬂrmmmll

prised the J .
apranese
about the Inm“?'t:
Hridge and its significance on
the country's guinl,
The Japanese delegation
look note of hopes and earnest

desire of Lhe people of
Bangladesh for early comple-
tion of the bridge and

promised Lo convey the senti-
Mment to the appropriate au-
thority in Tokyo.

.Dr Saadat Hussain, Ad-
ditional Secretary, ERD led the
Bangladesh team while Hideaki
Udea, Deputy Director-General
Economic Co-operation Bur-
eau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan led the Japanese side.

Japanese Ambassador Shi-
ge0 Takenaka and ERD Se-
cretary Muhammad Lutful Lahil
Majid were present at the
inaugural session.

There has been a lot of im-
provement in the major
macro-economic parameters
and the economy is now better
prepared for absorption of for-

Learn English Through
Che Raily Ster

Beginning this Friday. 15th October, your
favoutite newspaper _starts a new pro-
gramme of teaching English- through its
columns every Friday.

Tifled "Language Matters', the material is
produced by the British Council, Dhaka,
and is designed to aid English learning of

readers at different levels of. language
proficiency, including tips for teachers.

Get acopy of The Duily Star and help your -
children learn English at no extra cost.

Che Daily Star

We strive to serve our readers better

Japanese delegation was loid.
a RS S S A i




