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Bankers fete Saifur |

for his instrumental rele in
back the national

economy en the right track.
State Minister for Finance

L ]

mojibor Rahman, Rupali Bank
chairman Aszizul Haq, MP,
Sonali Bank Director Sakhawat
Hossain, MP, World Bank
Resident tative Chris
topher R Willoughby, IMF
Resident Representative Sala
dine Kheniasi, E Secretary
Lutfullahil Maygid, |

Dr Akbar Ali Khan, Sonali Bank

- Chairman and former Minister

Dr igbal Mahmud, Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry presi
dent and National Bank
Chairman Mahbubur Rahman,
secretanes, deputy governors of
the Bangladesh Bank. and lead-
ing bankers of the country were
present.

Rahman gave a resume ol
the discussions of the World
Bank-IMF annual meeting and
said both the Bretton Woods
institutions had btc;m
the developed Wesl s
two years (o initiate liberalisa
ton and reform progranunes Lo
help the global economy come
out of the prolonged recession.

Arab Bangladesh Bank
Chairman M Morshed Khan
congratulated Saifur Rahman
and said that the entire nation.
both the Treasury bench and
Opposition bench in the Jatiya
Sangsad, were unitedly behind
the Finance Minister on
economuic

"People of Bangladesh are
now ready to go ahead. The
country is now poised for for-
eign investment. But we want
the Finance Minister's guid-
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Varsity teachers'
strike passes

second day

By JU Correspondent

University teachers refrained
from taking classes for the sec-
ond consecutive day yesterday
in observance of their three-day
strike.

The Federation of Bangla-
desh University Teachers'
Association (FBUTA) called the
strike demanding immediate
arrest of the culprits involved In
the recent viclence in the
Islamic, Rajshahi and the
Jahangirnagar universities.

On the last day of the strike
today, the FBUTA will hold a
press conference this afternocon
at the Dhaka U Tea-
chers’ Club to moot the latest
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majority.
"We are confident we can
now win over the FATA

leadership vote.
"We have not decided

'Population to
double 1n

30 years'
By Staff Correspondent
Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal [bne Yusuf yesterday

emphasised strengthening of
family planning information,
education

ing the inaugural session of the
workshop the draft
national family (FP)-

mother-child health (MCH) IEC
strategy for Bangladesh. as
chief guest, said that with the
present annual population
growth rate of 2.2 per cent the
country's population would
double within the next 30 years.
Organised by the national
m IEC" Strategy
. the programme was
addressed, among others. by
Health Secretary Syed Shamim
Ahsan, Director General of the
Planning Directorate A K

M and Director of
the United States Agency for

NEW YORK, Oct 11: Stress
was laid on a permanent solu-
tion to the Ganges water-shar-
ing between the co-riparians at
an international seminar held
here yesterday at the Columbia
University.

Speakers at the seminar
unanimously called upon the
international community and

concerned to work out an im-
mediate solution to the prob-
lems arising out of the Farakka
Barrage and the unilateral
withdrawal of water from the
international river Ganges by
India. reports BSS Special
Correspondent Gias Kamal

E

the UN General
Assembly highlighting the prob-
lems before the international
commumnity.

The participants were of the

that the Prime

I_drt:u at

tion.
Prof Darly B Simons, a
former member of the World

Mendoza, a Professor of
Engineering in the Columbia
University, Dr David Alexander,
Professor of . University
of Massachusettis, Dr Robert
Hyton. Professor Emeritus of

the leaders of the countries .

the City University, New York.
Prof Alvin Goodman of the

Polytechnic University of New
York, Dr V J Galay, Director, in-
ternational operations, North-
wesl Hydraulic Consultants,
Canada, Dr Syed Mainuddin
Hussain, an internationally re-
puted legal expert on inter-
national river laws, .
tzaman of the University of
Delaware, S A Karim, a former
Bangladesh permanent repres-
entative to the UN and Ms
Bushra Zafar, a legal scholar
participated in the seminar.
Journalist Gias Kamal Chow-
dhury, who was present on the
occasion, also spoke.

M Asafuddowia. .
Ministry of Irrigation. Water
Development and Flood Control,
spoke as a special sl
Sufian Khondaker, a aulic
expert, presented the overview
of the Farakka Barrage and the
related problems being faced by
Bangladesh.

Atiqur Rahman Salu, chair-
man of the Farakka Seminar
Committee, presided over the
day-long deliberations, attended
by leading members of the
Bangladeshi community in
North America including edu-
cationists, jurists, geologists,
cists, chemists, dentists, medi-
amen and tatives of

Abdul Hamid Khan in
1976 for realising the legitimate
share of waters from India

Dr M Billah, president of the
BAFPAF, welcomed the resource

persons, experts and partici-

STOCKHOLM, Oct 11: Two
researchers in the United States
who independently discovered
split genes', which could help
find new ways to treat diseases
such as cancer, won the 1993
Nobel Medicine Prize today, re-
ports Reuter.

The Nobel Committee of
Sweden's Karolinska Institute,
which awards the annual prize
under the will of the inventor of
dynamite and philanthropist
Alfred Nobel, gave it to British-
born Richard Roberts and
American Phillip Sharp.

Roberts and Sharp, working
at different ‘research laborato-

ries in 1977, independently dis-
covered that a gene could be

composed of several separate

' segments, rather than one

continuous one as previously
t.

“The discovery of split genes
has been of fundamental impor-
tance for today's basic research
in Biology. as well as for more
medically oriented research
concerning the development of
cancer and other diseases, the
Karolinska said.

The institute said the two
men's discovery has c
our view on how genes in higher
organisms develop during evo-
lution. The discovery also led to
the prediction of a new

genetic
process, namely that of splic-

contested elections, called a !Mternational Development
meeting of his newly elected (USAID) Willlam R Goldman, | ing.
members of parliament in Additional Secretary of the IEC Professor Gosta Gahrton. a
islamabad and was in fighting Strategy Committee M Faziur | professor of medicine at the
4 Rahman addressed as the | Karolinska, told reporters:
e v 6o ok o chairperson while country rep- | "Their discovery means we
else”. he said "We are as :: resentative of the Johns know more and gives us the
ful as any other party”. o Nopkins University Edson E | possibility of finding more
o ‘H":‘“" il The discovery of split genes
. we are
going to do therapy with genes
Executive Editor : Mahfuz Anam in the future, Gahrton added.
s Published by the Editor on behalfl of Mediawirld Lid., 52 Motijhoo! Roberts, 50, was born iIn
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Two share Nobel Prize
for Medicine

In 1972, he started work at
the Cold Spring Harbour
Laboratory where he carried out
the prize winning research.
Since 1992, he has been the re-
scarch director at the New
England biolabs. Beverly.
Massachusetts.

Sharp. 49. born in
Falmouth, Kentucky, gained a
doctorate in Chemistry at the
University of [llinois. Urbana.
He also researched at the Cold
Spring Harbour be-
tween 1971 and 1974, then
moved (o the Massachusetts
Institute of .

Since 1991, Sharp has been
the head of the Department of

Biology at the Mit in Cambridge,
Massachusetis.

* Legal notice
on Tabani

Beverage

A legal notice was served
yesterday on Tabani Beverage
Company for violating the law
by abetting sale of its products
through declaring various prizes
totalling Tk 2.5 crore, reports
UNB.

Sultanuddin Ahmed, mem-
ber-secretary of the Ainjeebl
Adhikar Sangrakkhan Parishad
(Council for the Protection of
Rights of Lawyers), in his no-
tice, asked Taban! Beverage to
;toplml::" activities within
4 - The company will be
prodecuted in court if it fails to
stop Its present promotional
drive, he cautioned.

The notice said the selling of
Coca-Cola, Fanta and Sprite
bottles with an abetment of
prizes tantamounts to gambling
and hence was illegal.
h!tmmmum.nuu-

campaign by the
Beverage Company in past
was banned by the court under

Section 294 (B) of the Criminal |

Procedure Code.

pants at the seminar saying
that their contributions would

definitely go down as a hall-
mark in the course of the strug.

Marwari family
of Cig flees to
India leaving

debts of Tk 30cr

CHITTAGONG, Oct 11: A
wealthy Marwari business fam-
ily has fled to India leaving a
debt of about Tk 30 crore to
banks and traders, police said
today. reports UNB.

On orders from the court.
Banque Indo-Suez has taken
over the big house of the
Rajgoria family at Korbaniganj
and their movable and immov-
able property, and the City
Bank occupied the Three Star

The Rajgoria business group
run by 3 brothers — Shushil

engaged in export-import
trade, hundi and smuggling,
sources in Chittagong Chamber

9. 1587 Shushil Raggoria
was detained under the Special
Powers Act for his involvement
in smuggling. His release was.
however, later .

Trading sources said the en-
tire Rajgoria family had left for
India sometime last month,

Transactions in the main
trading centres of .
Chaktal. Asadgan| and Kor-
banigan| were thin following
report of the Rajgoria family's
disappearance spread in the
city.

TOKYO, Oct 11: A strong,
prolonged earthquake register-
ing a prelilminary 7.1 on the
Richter scale hit Tokyo and
wide areas to the north early
Tuesday morning. There were
however no immediate reports
of serfous injuries or damages,
reporis AP.

The quake, which struck at
about 12:556 am (1555 GMT),
shook Tokyo and neighboring
Yokohama the strongest, but
was felt as far away as Japan's
northern island of Hokkaido,
the Central Meteorological

Agency said.
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ng the conclusion

yesterday State Minister for Women » Affairs Sarwan Rahman
Int'l seminar on Farakka held in USA

Water-sharing between co-riparians
for permanent solution stressed

— Star photo
Children policy

From Page | Cod A
for them She called upon all to
ensure equal facilities in all
cases to the disabled

Begum Zia assured that by
next year construction of Shis-
hu Academy would be com.
pieted in 44 districts as part of
the programme o set up the
academny in every district of the
country

Deputy Leader of Parfiament
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chow.
dhury. Finance Minister M
Salfur Rahman. State Minister
for Dr Moin Khan,
UNICEF Representative in
Bangladesh C Carnere.
Social Welfare Secretary Prof
KM Fariduddin and DG of the
Social Welfare Directorate ATM
Glasuddin aslso addressed the
function.

Little Faria Tilat Loba spoke
on behall of her leliow children
al the function, presided owver
by State Minister for Social
Welfare Fadur Rahman

The function over. Begum
Zia joined the uny tols in a
children's rally brought out
from the Hall premises which
paraded the streets and ended
up at the Shishu Academy.

] . .-:ja.\hn i.‘hi:- “

arakka serious

man-made threat:
US expert

An American tal-
ist yesterday said India and
Bangladesh should devise to-
gether ways of solving the prob-
lems arising out of the Farakka
barrage which he considered as
a serious man-made threat to

reception accorded by the For-
um of Environmental Journa-
lists of Bangladesh (FE.JB).
observed the largest mangrove
forest of the world. the Sun-
darbans. had been affected by
the adverse impact of the dam.
He termed the Farakka bar-
rage one of the greatest man-
made envirorfmental problem
and said Bangladesh should
take up her own water man-

agemen! plans to solve jls water
problem.

A planner of coastal regions,
wetland and use of water re-
sources in other areas. Dr Clark
observed that population con-

coastal Bangladesh compared
to other coastal areas in the
world

“Poverty drove the people of |

to the inhabitable
coastal fand.” he said and em-
phasised the need for close co-
ordination and cooperation
among the varlious concerned
agencies to solve the problems
of food, shelter and security
faced by the people residing in
the coastal areas.

He also stressed the need for
democratisation and joint plan-
ning in this regard.

The function was chaired by
FEJB President Ahmed Nure
Alam and addressed by
Mainuddin Naser. General

Secretary of Lhe FEJB.

BADC

From Page | Col 8
An inter-ministerial comnuit-

.| tee will identify the core func-

tions of the state-run a-
tion and subsequently a task
force will implement the reor-
ganisation process of BADC.

The cabinet also approved,
in principle, another proposal
for amendment to the Post
Office Act 1898,

| i

. dialogue on these principles

- portant

interest In a

and is able to overcome the
temptation to play politics with
the important River Watery
issue it

the statement con
chaded.

However. according to the
official text of the Prime
Minister's adedress at the UNGA.
she mentioned that. “The
pledges made by india at the
time of commissioning the
Farakka Barrage remain un-
fulfilied to date.*

She further stated thai
“india could have played an i
role in strengthening
mutual trust between the two
countries if they had lived up
the pledges on the . 5

water sharing " and went on to
add, "We feel that this 1s still
possible *

No official cosnment on the
reported remnarks of the Indlan
spokesman was avallable from
government sources or Lhe
Foreign Minsstry.

Foreign Secrelary Heaz
Hahman was unavallable over
telephone UL msdright

The DG of External Publicity
at the Minisiry of Foreign
Allairs said, no official text has
been comununicaled (o Lhe
Foreign Ministry and therefore,
conunent could be made at this
stage

Irrigation. Water Develop-
ment and Floed Control
Secretary M Asafuddowia is

EC will help

From Page | Col 4
Belgium on his way back home
after atiending the 48th UNGA
session which began on Sept-
ember 21 He returned home
Monday night.

He told newsmen yesterday
moming that his with
the EC officials had covered all
possible cooperations between

the two regional groupings.
There is a wide scope for de-

| veloping a broad-based cooper-

ation in the field of science and

F':mmmmm

and the EC.
The Foreign Minister said
the EC officials had

' satisfaction at the SAARC pro-

HMHIdlhtECpfﬂ—

ép-uaaismidt:dhcuuedm
' the next meeting of the Council
i of Ministers due in Dhaka by

year-end.

Optical fibre

Page 1 Col 5
country papers at the seminar.
The of the work-

shop will be reported at the
third ministerial of the
Organisation of Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) on telecommuni-

| cation. to be held in Tehran.
| Iran on November 17-19.

Chaired by Dr A M Patwari,

Director General of the ICTVTR,
the inaugural function was ad-

- dressed, among others, by C

Petrini of ITU, Dr Salauddin

' Ahmed and M Hassan Siddtk of

the ICTVTR and the Telecom-

' munications

Secretary.
Tariqul Islam said most of

' the developing countries includ-

| ing Bangladesh are in a position
| to make full use of the facilities

The country should ldﬂpl-

| the modern telecommunication

technology to meet the

| demand and requirement of the

CONSUMers.

'He said that interconnection
of the new exc will be
made by optical fibre of 140

per second stream.

In all, 22 experts from 13
OIC member states are
part in the semtfiar. The partic-
ipating countries are: Benin,
the Comoros, the Gambia, Gui-
Mali, Oman, Sierra Leone,

Turkey, Uganda. Djfbouti and

Yeltsin in Tokyo

TOKYO, Oc¢t 11: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin arrived
in Tokyo for a three-day state
visit Monday, leaving Moscow
just one week after troops at-
tacked the Parlament bullding
to end a rebellion by hard-line
lawmakers and their backers,
reporis AP,
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Meanwhile, GF sources in
the city, while talking to this
correspondent late last night,
claimed that the BCL activists
had given a confessional state-
ment to the Brahmanbaria po-
lice and admitted their involve-
ment in the terrorist incident .

the confessional statement
saying, the concerned duty offi-
cer was not available right at
that moment.

Somalia
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