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Ansars natants

Ansars finish
atop

Three new marks were sel on
the concluding day of the first
onships for women at Lhe
Dhanmondi Women's Sports
Complex yesterday.

Ansars finished
at the top of the medals table
with a haul of 55 medals Inclu-
sive of 13 golds, 30 silvers and

12 bronses. Textile

Mills Corporation (BTMC) also
scooped 13 gold medals in their
27-medal

Mh-ﬂwmw a
distant with a collection of
eight gold, four silver and four
bronge medals.

Monira Rahman of BTMC,
who set a new mark in the
women's inu-m:: l!rne—ﬂgll:
yesterday, was adjudged
swimmer-of- the-meet.

Monira, who won four golds,
also the women's group.

Two of Monira's BTMC
teammates — Kakoli and
Mahfuza Rahman Tania — also
became champions in their re-
spective age-groups. Kakoli
topped the from eight to

ten age while Tania
I—E't:ml.’r-l'r age-group.
Ting Ma of Bandarban

and Das of Rajbari won
their championship of the 11-12
and 13-14 age-groups.

H’ball results
Sports Reporter

Shamsun Nahar Hall of
Dhaka University and Rifles
Pubilic School and College regis-
tered facile wins in the Delia
Life first inter and hall
women's handball champi-
onship at the Dhanmondi
Women's Sports Complex yes-
terday.

Tania scored as many as
eight goals to lead Shamsun
Nahar Hall to a 9-2 victory over
Fazlul Hug Womens College.
The winners led the first hall by
to one.
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Sirajuddowla Club will take
on the winners of the second
semifinal between Kadam Rasul
Chakra and Prakash
Club, scheduled to be held on
Ociober 13 atl the same ‘venue.

Puncher in coma

RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil,
Oct 1]1: Clarimundo Silva re-

1

Bangladesh for ptml.ognphrr: after emerging champions
for women at the Dhanmondi Women's Sparts Complex yesterday.

in the age group swim

ming .r.umpet.lt.inn
— Star photo

Abdul Hamid
Khan Ripon sel
the pool ablaze on
the first day of the
13th national age
group champion-
ships at fhe swimming pool
adjacent to the Dhaka Stadium

The ynu.n.g- swimmer of the
Pabna District Sports
Assoclation (PDSA) set three of
the six new records created on
the day. He began by winning
the gold in 400m individual
mediey of 15-17 age group. He
took 5:34.93 seconds to efface
the old record timing of 5:44 .37
SecCs.

Day's second event also saw
Ripon come up with a new
record. In 100m free style of the
aforesaid age group, Ripon
clocked 1:01.67 secs write his
name in the record book in
addition to another shining gold
gong. The previous besl was
1:02.50 secs.

After an event of the younger
lot, Ripon came back under the
spotlights winning this time the
gold in 200m free-style. His

timing of 2:16.25 seconds

| rubbed off the old timing of

2:17.67 seconds. |

Not too far behind Ripon was
Rajshahi’'s Ashral All. He set
two new records in two S50m
events of 10 year age group.
The promising Rajshahi
Education Board natant took
41.16 secs. a new record that
eclipsed the previous best of
40:60 sec in 50 breast-stroke.

Ashraf clocked 32.68 sec-
onds to take the gold in 50m
freestyle later, shattering in the
process the old record of 33:70

SeCs.
On a day of resounding suc-
cess for Pabna swimmers,

Hassan Zulfigar chipped in
smartly with a new national
record to match the sparkling
feats of his peer Ripon.
Zulfigar set a new record In
200m backstroke for boys aged
between 15 and 17. His gold
winning effort took 2:41.11 sec-
onds distinctly better than the
previous one of 2:41.78 sec-
onds.
Although there were no other
new landmarks Abdullah Al
Muktadir of Bangladesh Krira
Shiksha Protishthan (BKSP)
performed a double winning
gold medals in two events re-
served for boys aged between 13

Ripon sets the pool afire

and 14. -

He won the jgold in 200m
free style with a timing of
2:28 33 seconds and then went
on Lo another aure-
ate medal in the BKSP account
finishing first in 100m free
style.

Of the eleven events settled
yesierday. the other gold win-
ners of the day were Rafiqu!
Islam and Liagat All of (REB),
Munmun Ahmed of Chapi-
nawabgan| DSA

Rafiq's teammate Liagal was
the pick of the lot in 50m free-
style for 11 to 12 year boys. He
clocked 33.20 seconds to
snatch the gold ahead of Abu
yeed Haider, his teammate
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Batistuta at centre of it

MILAN, Italy. Oct
I 1: Argentine soc-
cer star Gabriel
Batistuta wasn't
looking forward to
life in the Italian
Second Division: Now he's en-
joying it. reports AP.

The 24-year-old striker, who
tried o leave Fiorentina
the team was relegated Lo
the B-league. has found that he
can make more money and get

in the major league.

Despite fears he would be
compromised by playing in a
lower division. Batistuta's in-
ternational reputation is gaining
momentum and he's getting
bigger headlines than several
oLther foreign players of the
rpremier league.

The Florentine team, which
is owned and richly financed by
movie Mario Cecchi
Gorl, was relegated for_the first
time ever in June.

However, the club did not
dissolve its powerful roster, de-
spite some pressure. It kept its
stars Batistuta and German
midfielder Stefan Effenberg.

it

league

of 4-3-0 are expected to return

quickly to the First Division

after a single secason in what is

termed "soccer purgatory.”
Batistuta, who rejoined the

Florentine team only a few

.| weeks ago after completing his

World Cup duties with Argen-
lina. tallied four goals in three
league matches. He added two
in an Itallan Cup match against

Reggiana Wednesday night.
He scored three goals in one

Thern - not to play
in WC qualifier

STOCKHOLM, Oct 11: First

Tomas Brolin and now Jonas
Them.

Thern, whose right-foot in-
jury limited his playing time for
Naples in the Italian league a
week ago, said Sunday he will
not play in the World Cup
qualifier against Finland here
Wednesday. reports AP.

“"I've told [coach) Tommy
Svensson that it's impossible.”
Thern said.

Thern., who was 1nju;'td
during a league game st
Genoa Sept 19, is expected to

return to Naples on Monday.
Swedish team physician Jan

Ekstrand said he might need
surgery.

Coach Svensson said he will
not replace Thern with another

player although his squad is
now down to 16 players.

Sweden will still be heavily
favoured against the Finns and
a victory would virtually clinch
a berth in next year's World
Cup [inals in the United States.

game Sunday. in Florentina s 4
1 triumph against Pisa, with
two headers and a flying kick.

"l am happy to be here, and
help the team (o retumn to the
First Divisions.” Batistuta said.
“Pre-season
are definitely over. Playing in
the First or Second Division
makes no difference.”

The centerforward of Avella-
ne-da. nicknamed "Batigoal™ for
his scoring skills, acquired
some additional nicknames in
the Italian sports dailies on
Monday. A

"Batistuta [1 Magnifico™ wrote
Italy's largest sports daily
Gazzetta dellg Sport of Milan,
Rome's sports daily Corriere
dello Sport called higp "Bati-
stupendo” (Batiwonder] in a
banner frontpage headline.

Lorenzo De Medici, |1
Magnifico (The Magnificent). one
of Florence's rulers, was among
the towering figures of the
Italian Renaissance.

Batistuta. who was singed by
Fiorentina following his im-
pressive performance in the
America’s Cup in 1991, is mak-
ing about dirs 1 million a sea-
son under a contract that ex-
pires in 1996 and provides an
automatic yearly increase ol
about 20 per cent.

“Gabrtel has been impres-
sive,” Filorentina's coach.
Claudio Ranieri, said. "We can
achieve every result Iif he always
plays at this level.”
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Safar All, Madartek Metali
Sangha. Ali Zaman Khan Lodhi,
Brothers Unjon.: Md Nurul
Islam. Bangladesh PFDB: Md
Abdul Mannan. BVF. Md
Shamsul Arefin, BYF, Md Abul
Kalam Khan. DSA.
Md Islamn, Dhaka DSA.

Mahbubur Rashid

m-hltlﬂk Md Faziul Haq.
. Sabina Khatun, BJMC;

Azzneri, Vicioria SC; and
Sheikh Md Shah Alam, Kushtia
DSA;

Those six kept in the waiting
list are:

KM Tauhidul lslam Narail
DSA: Dil Afroza Rosy., Dhaka
University.: Khokan Basu,
Munshigon] DSA: Shafliqur
Rahman, Comilla DSA: Md
Azharul Haq Tuhin. Netrokona
DSA; and Md Shahadat
Hossain, Bangladesh Police

Selected candidates are re-
quesied 1o report al the
Bangladesh Vaollyball Federation
office at 5 pm on Oct 14

Wherever they go
trouble follows

AMSTERDAM, Netheriands,
Oct 11: The World Cup gualifier
between England and the
Netherlands tsn't untill Wednes-

The (ans were picked up
early Monday after arriving
early to seek black market tick-
ets for Wednesday's crucial
match for a
Warld Cup finals in the United
States, said police spokeswo-
man Lisbert Seuth.

Eight fans will be charged
with assault later this week and
30 were to be deporied Monday
One man was released withoul
being charged. said police

Cess Rameau.

Twenty-eight fans were ar-
rested just past midnight after
they were caught knocking over
cyclists and harassing women
near Lthe central train station,
said Seuth.

Later, another eight were
apprchended on a nearby
shopping street after a passerby
was hit with a plank of wood
and several others were punch-
ed. were also threa-
tened with a knife. said Seuth.

Sevegal other fans were ar-
rested for drunkenness.

Rotterdam police have said
they will deploy hundreds of

police and riot units to prevent

hooliganism at Wednesday's
game, and wamned that no
breaches of public order would
be tolerated.

The 48,000 scats al Feyen-
oord stadium have been sold
out for weeks.

About 5,000 English fans
with tickets are expected, and
police warned that anybody ar-
riving drunk will be turned back
at the border.

ATP's top 20

MONTE CARLO. Oct 11:
Leading men's as is-
sued by the ATP tour on
Monday, reports Reuter.
|. Pete Sampras (US) 3,925
points
2. Jim Courter (US) 3,759
3. Boris Becker (Germany)
2,617 *

4. Michael Stich (Germany)
3,598

5. Sergl Bruguera (Spain) 2.578
6. Stefan Edberg (Sweden)
2,503 ‘

7. Michael Chang (US) 2.200
8. h;ldrﬂ Medvedev (Ukraine)
2,11

9. Thomas Muster (Austria)
1,999

10. Richard Krajicek (Nether-
lands) 1,886

11. Goran lvanisevic (Croatia)
1.885

12. Cedric Pioline [France )
1.884

13. Petr Korda (Czech Republic)
1,841

14. Alexander Volkov (Russia)
1,538

15. Wally Masur (Australia)

1.417

16. Todd Martin (US) 1,416

17. Karel Novacek (Czech
Republic) 1.413

18. lvan Lend! (US) 1,382

19. Wayne Ferreira (South
Alrica) 1,300

?ﬂmﬁmlud Boetsch (France)

place in the 1994

!

roam and was substituted.
Gullit, who has scored |6
goals in 64 matches and has an
attraction for the imelight, quit
international soccer after his
percejved humiliation. Seem-

about Wednesday's match in
Cullit's comparty “In case it
makes him nostalgic to play.”

Cameroon’s second in a ro

YAOUNDE, O«ct
11 Came-roon’s
indomitable lions
'H:I"Inl:'!mﬂ!
1994 World Cup
soceer inals with
a decisive 3-1 win over
Zimbabwe on Sunday. reports

Reuter.
Cameroon. who reached the

never looked back after Fra

nools Omam Blyick of French
::nl.uu-uu:itmmlm

Substitute Adam Ndl
scored for Zimbabwe In

Richard Fabisch was sent off In
the second halfl and left sur-
rounded by riot police,
Fabiach had argued with the
referee and linesman when
Norman Mapeza was sent off for

kicking Maboang who was lying

Yaounde's Omnisports Sda-
dum has an officlal capacity of

m:nu but the rrowd wWils Ell
o ¥ i ‘ o

of an upset
victory and a n the fnals
for the first time
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Morvccan Kachid Daoud I8 Lries to dodge his way past Zambian detender Herrissone dunng
their Weorld Cup qualifying match in Casablanca on Sunday. Morocco booked a place in the
finals 1n the United States with a solitary goal victory.

Oct 11: Morocco,
scoring through
Abdeslam Lagh-
rissi early in the
second half, sha-

tiered Zambia's World Cup
soccer dream by winning their
final African Zone qualifier 1-0
on Sunday. reports Reuter.

The Moroccans. who reached
the finals in Mexico in 1970 and
1986. qualified for the third
time by winning African Zorle
Second Round Group C by one
point from Zambia.

The Zambians. needing only
a draw to go through are within
a whisker of their first World
Cup tournament despite having
to rebuild after 18 national
team players were killed in an

D

air crash in April.

Morocco's victory sparked
wild celebrations around the
country s major cities. including
the capital Rabat which is nor-
mally sleepy on a Sunday.

It was transformed by cars
and motorbikes tearing up and
down the main avenues with
horns

Soccer-mad Moroccans had
not expected a win, feeling their
side were the underdogs and
that world sympathy was on
Zambla's side after their air
crash :

Eighteen members of the
Zambian squad died last April
when their plane crashed off the
coast of Gabon shortly after
taking off from Libreville for a
World Cup qualifier against

— AFP photo

Z%a‘s dream shmgttered

Sunday's game, played be-
fore a capacity crowd of 80,000
at Casablanca's Mohammed V
Stadium; was hard but fair.

Morocco., who reached the
second round of the 1986 World
Cup. did all the at in
the first half. coming close with
several shots at goal by star
forwards Rachid Daoudi and

But after Laghrissi's 50th
minute goal, Morocco pulled
their men back and hung on

tely to their lead.

When Gabonese referece
Diramba blew the final whistle,
fans lit paper torches and
rushed onto the fleld. They
were quickly dealt with by riot

TOULOUSE, Fra-
nee, Oct 11: Ara--
nud Boetsch beat
fellow-Frenchman
Cedric Pioline to
clinch the 400,000

dollars Toulouse Open on

Sunday and deny the country's

top-ranked player his first ATP

tour tournament victory,
Reuter.

Fifth seed Boetsch, ranked
24th in the wurh:rl. mrcnr:;
stron ition frgm seco
seed %’hnﬁ::.tn win the fMnal of
the indoor tournament 7-6, 3-6,
6-3 in two hours 40 minutes.

. “To [ace Cedric was very pe-
culiar,” Boetsch said. Tension
was very high and he started
well and broke Boetsch's service
to take a 3-2 lead.

. But Boetsch broke back im-
mediately and the pair ex-
changed further breaks in the
next two :

Pioline, ranked 12th in the
world, saved three set points,
but dropped the first set by los-
Ing the tie-break 7-5.

He recovered by taking the

It's Boetsch's day

second set with the help of one
service break. but Boetsch
gained the ultimately decisive
break in the seventh game of
the final set and swept on for
the second tournament victory
of his four in career, following a
win in Rosmalen, the Nethe-
rlands. in June.

Boetsch's victory doubtiess
brought satisfaction to the
French Tennis Federation, who
have been at odds with Pioline
for months.

The French number one was
thrown out of the Davis Cup
leam four months age for mak-
ing excessive demands. He
wanted his personal adviser,
trainer and physiotherapist to
accompany him and sought to
have the other players barred
from watching his practice ses-
sions.

France suffered a humiliat-
ing defeat by India in the Davis
Cup quarter- finals.

“It was a negative year for
the French team and | hope ev-
eryone will play next year,”
Boetsch said.

‘Moroccans go
on a wild

celebration

RABAT, Oct 11: Car's horns
blared and flags waved as thou-.
sands ol Moroccans took to the
streets to celebrate after their
soccer team won a place in the
World Cup finals in the United
States next year, reports
Reutet.

*Morocco will go to America,”
crowds of young supporters
chanted on the Mohamed V
Boulevard, tThe main avenue in
Rabat, after Sunday's match.

Morocco beat Zambia 1-0 in
their final African Zone qualifier
thanks to a second-half goal by
Abdeslam Laghrissi.

More than 80,000 fans pac-
ked the Mohamed V Stadium in
Casablanca to see Morocco win
and millions followed the action
on television.

*Hundreds of supporters

climbed on buses, and
the national P
said Casablanca journalist Na-

bil Arabl.



