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Thatcher tried to halt
“German unification?
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International
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- for razing Babri Mosque

6 more killed 1n
Afghan fighting

LONDON, Oct 10: Former
British Prime Minister Margaret

Thatcher lobbied former Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and
other world leaders in an un-
successful attempt to block
German unification, according
to a British newspaper, reports
Reuter.

Reporting on what it said
were extracts from her memoirs
to be published by German
magazine Der Spiegel, the
Sunday Express said Thatcher
tried in 1989 to win backing for
democratic elections in East
Germany rather than rapid
unification. - :

"Mrs Thatcher's view was
that Germany was hovering be-
tween aggression and self-
doubt,” the newspaper reported
without gquoting directly from
the memoirs “The Downing
Street Years.”

“ She believed it was a mis-
take to treat the German ques-
tion as too sensitive a subject
for open discussion,” the paper
said.

Reports of Thatcher's inter-
vention on German Unification

Rival Sunday Times. They are,
however, expected to be covered
in next week's instalment.

The book itself is being
published on October 18.

There have been a series of
Thatcher articles in British pa-
pers apparently in an effort to
steal a march on the Sunday
Times exclusive rights to ‘the

The Daily Mirror ran alleged
leaks from the book last week
and the Sunday Times won
court injunction preventing
other Sunday newspapers prin-
ting other excerpts.

None, however, have yet
mentioned the German story.

The Sunday Expréss said
Thatcher went to Russia in
1989 to tell Gorba-

chev she was concerned about
the prospect of German uni-
fication. That was followed in
November by a telephone call’
from Chancellor Helmut Kohl
said to be “deeply moved” by

‘the fall of the Berlin Wall.

One dies in US tanker blast: a: o
mwﬂmmlﬂ.nmmmn
least one crew member Saturday night, sent 26 others to the
hospital and ignited a raging fire on board, AP reports
Texas

CDT

Two ¢rew members were imissing after the 8 pm
GMT) blast near the mouth of the Houston Ship Channel.
Coast Guard spokesman Dennis Schaefer of the
district office.

charges of espionage. Reuter reports from ssels.
“The International Federation of Journalists ....

disturbed by the arrest of our member Xi Yang.” the Brussels-

based organisation, which represents more than 320,000

journalists in some 75 countries, said in a statement.

Mafia boss held in Sicily: a reputed

Mafia boss has been charged with masterminding the car-
bombing death of a top prosecutor last year, AP reports from

Salvatore Profeta was the fourth main suspect charged in the
July 1992 killing of Paolo Boresellino and five of his guards.
Profeta was arrested late Friday in Plombino, a coastal city
about 120 kms (75 miles) southwest of Florence.

Prosecutor Olovanni Tinebra said on Saturday that some
details about Profeta's alleged involvement came from mob
suspects who offered information in exchange for protection
from tion. Mobsters-turned-informants have played a
key relein the government’s recent anti-Mafla crackdowns.

Greek oil tanker runs agro

und: »

Greek oil tanker ran aground off the Pe peninsula

Saturday? spilling oil into the sea and threatening miles of
coastline. the Marine Ministry said, AFP reports from Athens.

The lliade, transporting 82,000 tonnes of oil, ran aground on

rocks at the entrance to the Port of Pylos, on the southwest of

the Peleponnese. forming two separate ofl slicks, the ministry

IFrLy

said

Anti pollution teams were dispaiched to the scene to

the

oil reaching the coastline while the tanker was towed the
rocks, a ministry spokesman said.

Algeria sendin

Algerla is sending tents. f

survivors of last

aid to India:

~ blankets and medicine to

month's earthquake in India in which 22,000

people died and thousands were left homeless, Reuter reports

from Alglers
The Foreign Ministry

said Saturday the aid would be flown

by military aircraft to Bombay and handed over to the Indian
authorities by Algeria’s ambassador Ahmed Attaf.

Police officer killed in NY: A sundon

fmwfﬁlrtﬂd:nuurdpnlmmumnndndmﬂudcuhuf
an officer hit in the head of a bucket of plaster pitched from a

rooftop, police said. AP reports from New York.

Two vehicles were

being hauled away Friday night in

Manhattan's Washington Heights neighbourhood when a hostile
crowd of at least 100 people confronted police and two truck

operators.

Housing police officer John Willlamson and other officers
were called in to help. Willilamson was standing by his car
under a six-story building when a person threw the 30-pound
(13-kilo} bucket from the roof. bashing him in the head, said
Sgi. Tma Mohramann, a police spokeswoman. Williamson died

at a hospital

2 hikers killed in West Bank: v

hikers were kifled Saturday in an apparem attack in a
deserted stretch of the oecupied West Bank, lsrael army radio
AP says from Jerusalem.

The victims, who were not identified. were apparently shot to
death. The bodies were found at about 2:30 pm (1230 GMT) in
Wadi Kelt. a gorge cutting through the Judean Hills between
Jerusalem and the West Bank town of Jericho, the report said.

Responsibility for the attempted infiltration was claimed by
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a radical PLO
faction opposed to the Israeli-PLO accord on Palestinian

aulonomnty

NEW DELHI, Oct 10: Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao has taken the first step to-
wards prosecuting top Hindu
politicians for the razing of the
Babri Mosque, shaking off 10
months of inaction ahead. of
critical state polls, reports AFP.

But the move. aimed at ap-
peasing Muslim voters and
mending Rao's reputation for
indecision, could ultimately
boomerang on the ruling
Congress (I) Party in November
elections in the northern
heartland, analysts say.

The main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
whose two top leaders have
been named as offenders in a

complaint filed in court
Tuesday. is not cowering in
right at the prospect of seeing
them in the dock or in jail.

Instead the party, at the
vanguard of a Hindu-revivalist

crusade, has taken an aggres-

sive posture and is mulling over
how best to exploit the issue.

BJP chief Lal Krishna Ad-
vani, tipped as a future Prime
Minister, and his senior collea-
gue Murli Manohar Joshi were
among 40 people charged by
federal investigators with com-
plicity in the December 1992
razing of the mosque.

Both men were present in
the holy town of Ayodhya, in
Uttar Pradesh state, when
hordes of Hindu zealots armed
with tridents and pickaxes re-
duced the 16th century shrine
to rubble, triggering Hindu-
Muslim riots countrywide.

They were accused of crimi-
nal conspiracy, trespass, inter-
national destruction and defil-
ing of a place of worship in the
complaint filed in an Uttar
Pradesh High Court, the first
step towards prosecuting of-
fenders.

Advani, alleged the com-
plaint, had asked Hindu follow-
ers to block a highway to pre-
vent federal forces from reach-
ing Ayodhya to save the

accused Rao of

e.

ﬁi a press conference Friday
in'the southern city of Trivan-
drum. the soft-spoken Hindu
hardliner debunked the crimi-
nal complaint as "factually
spurious,” legally untenable and
politically malafide”.

The 66-year-old politician
trying to malign
the BJP and woo Muslim voters
in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Himachal
Pradesh by bringing the formal
charges just before the Novem-
ber elections there.

"It is a desperate political
gamble ... and it will bomerang.”

edicted Advani, whose
pwrasat the furcﬁ'untnfanm

tional campaign to replace the
Moghul-built mosque with a
Hindu temple to the warrior
"God Rama”.

"Not everything is done with
electoral considerations in
mind,” said Congress (I) spokes-
man Vithal Gadgil.

There are few takers for the

KABUL, Oct 10: Rocket and Each side accused the other

explanation. "The Congress ... is
desperately looking around for
something
its waning fortunes,” com-
mented the Indian Express.

The Statesman said it would
only succeed in bringing reli-
glon back to the forefront, at a
time when polls show the tem-
ple-mosque issue is receding
from voters' minds.

Muslims surveyed by news-

papers dismissed Rao's belated Ittehad-i-Islami erupted before
effort to bring the guilty to book | dawn today and raged into the
as a political stunt. The strongly | afternoon.

anti-BJP communists say Rao Injured were into

has only given the BJP an op-
portunity to exploit the issue.
Kalyan Singh, the BJP's
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
who allowed the mosque to be
razed, is positively elated at
what he calls a "god-sent oppor-
tunity” and hopes he will be
sent to jail.
~"We will just have to print

which will brighten-

people and injured more than
40 in the heaviest fighting in re-
cent weeks, hospitals said, re-
ports-Reuter, '

Up to 900 rockets and mor-
tar bombs pounded the city
after fighting between the lran-

the Kartese hospital in the
Hezb-1-Wahdat western district
of Kabul and doctors reported
at least six dead and 40 injured,
Eudmg 20 seriously woun-

Residents said it was the
fiercest fighting for many weeks
| in a city where several people
die almost daily in battles be-
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HI: Women belonging to the Mohajir Quomi Movement (MQM) chant pro-MQM slogans

and raise their hands on Sunday. A celebration has started in urban Sindh due to the success
of MQM candidates who contested in the Sindh provincial polls.

— AFP photo

artillery fire between rival
guerilla parties in the Afghan
capital Kabul today killed six

backed Shi'ite Hezb-i-Wahdat
and the hardline Sunni Muslim

of starting the latest round.

In the Karte Se hospital, .
shopkeeper Ghulam Abbas lay
unconscious in intensive care
with severe shrapnel injuries to
the head.

“Ghulam was coming
from his home tnju:i:nck his
shop ... when a rocket exploded
nearby,” said a friend who had

brought him to the mﬂ
150 Filipino
rebels surrender

ISABELA ' . Oet
10: About 150 guerillas
who said their exiled leaders
had stopped sending them sup-
port surrendered Saturday, po-
lice said today, reports AFP.

! The surrender of the Moro
National Liberation Front (MN-
LF) members came before plan-
ned peace negotiations in Indo-

posters glving my message from | tween the rival Mujahideen par- nesia between the Philippine
behind bars and see the impact | ties that make up the fractiou government and Middle East-
it will have," he said. coalition Islamic government. ‘based MNLF chief Nur Misuari.
Nationalist | X
et Off the Record
int’l recognition e e

TAIPEL, Oct 10: Nationalist
China celebrated its 82nd Na-
tional Day Sunday with a colo-

Unwelcome extra

LONDON: A British woman found her hire car came complete

urful and a renewed call | with an unwelcome extra — a deadly boa constructor, reports

international recognition of the The snake, which crushes its prey to death, slithered along

economically prosperous island, theﬁndmufthanrﬂum'tu-hpmd:Wnur
reports AP Cattlerick in northern England on Saturday.

Terrified. she scrambied from the car and phoned police. But

“ The Republic of China on byﬂmﬂmeap-troinﬂvad.thcmkch-dWmmﬂn

car's ventilation system. _
Police and the owner of a local pet shop were unabie to re-
trieve the snake so the car was transported to the hire com-

Taiwan is entitled to a proper
international standing.” Lee
told an estimated 250,000 peo-

crowded in a plaza outside | pany’s depot in York
ﬂ:muﬂhﬁne Further attempts were planned on Sunday to catch the rep-
“ We should adopt pragmatic | tile. There was no of where it came from
strategies so as to win for our- “Understandably the woman wasn't going to get back into
selves more room for otir devel- the car for anybody,” said a police spokesman.

opment in the international
arena,” he added.

Since 1988 when late presi-
dent Chiang Ching-kuo died
and Lee succeeded him to be-

Nobel Prize contender hangs
himself after killing wife

WELLINGTON: Exiled Chinese poet Gu Cheng, whose name
come president. Lee has cham- had been put forward as a possible Nobel Prize contender,
piloned a campaign for greater hanged himself after killing his strange wi&wtﬂ:mlmmm
international recognition for Zealand, police said Sunday, reports Reuter.

Taiwan. including readmission Detective inspector George Wood said Gu Cheng, 37, killed

to the United Nations. his 35-year-old wife Xie Ye on Friday outside a house on pic-

UN ban

MANAMA. Oct 10: Talks be-
tween lragq and the  United
Nations on long-term weapons
monitoring made little headway
and there is no end in sight to
the international embargo. UN
disarmament chief Rolf Ekeus
said, reports AFP.

Speaking in Bahrein late
Friday following a week-long
mission to Baghdad, Ekeus said
"we made hardly any progress”
in talks with President Saddam
Hussein's government aimed at
securing a deal on long-term
weapons monitoring.

The Swedish diplomat said

Iraq has still not acknowledged

UN Coundil Resolution

715, which sets down the con-
ditions for long-term weapons
monitoring.

"It is still an important point
which is threatening any pro-
gress.” said Ekeus, who heads
the UN Special Commission on
Iraq { UNSCOM].

*We cannpot carry out our in-
spections in a fair and correct
way” unless Baghdad accepts
the resclution, he said.

"My feeling is that they will
not recognise this resolution
(715}, which they consider a
very heavy load on them, uniess

Iraq may not

they hu.%t assurances that

embargd will be lifted.” Qe

added. _
The lifting of the embargo

depended on both Iragi accep-
tance of the resolution as well
as its implementation of the
long-term monitoring process,
he said. A decision on the em-
bargo would be made six
months after implementation,
he said.

Before leaving Baghdad on
Friday, Ekeus said- the com-
mission had "received the an-
swers~ to its questions on Iraqs
foreign suppliers, describing the

go soon | '

staying. He was found hanged from a tree.
The poet left China in 1986 and was banned from returning
after his ou criticism of the Chinese government when it
move @s “an frporiant step”
thaf constituted progress. =
But he said he did not know

crushed the Tiananmen Square pro-demosracy proteats. in
if the list was complete.

1989. : , :
He became 'a tutor at Auckland University _-.ﬁ.a Teaving
China but at the time of his death earmed his living making
He also said Ir ve “new spring rolls. ]
substantial data"agng?he pro- Friends who attempted to help Gu Cheng and Xie Ye, also a
duction of prohibited items poet. to sort out their marital problems described him as “very
which he did not identify. ““’“tﬂbk’- -
. He was among a group of poets who heralded the rebirth of

The list of suppliers and Chinese literature in the late 1970s and after the death of Mao

other information would be
studied at UN headquarters in
New York. “It is up to the
Security Council to decide on
nuclear, ' chemical and long-
range ballistic weapons, in line
with UN resolutions ending the
1991 Gulf War.

Europe fails to define minority

VIENNA. Oct 10: Europe's
leaders pledged Saturday to
protect the rights of their coun-
tries’ minorities. But their 32-
nation meeting falled even to
agree on what minority its, re-

ports AP.
The two-day Council of

Europe summit appeared to ii-
lustrate that the tug of national
interests on a continent shaped
by centuries of distrust re-
mained stronger than the goal
of breaking down barriers.

Against the ominous back-
drop of ethnic warfare in former
Yugoslavia the Vienna Decla-
ration, adopted by participantes
condemned “territorial ambi-
tjons,” and “aggressive natio-

It proclaimed that “protect-
jon of national minorities is an
essential element of stability
and democratic security,” acro-
ss Europe. And it pledged
establishment of new interna-
tional human rights court to

give minorities due process.

The recent coup attempt in
Russia also overshadowed the
meeting.

Delegates backed President
Boris Yeltsin in his effort to re-
forrm Russia, but stressed that
new elections were essential.

Yeltsin, who this week
crushed a violent challenge to
his authority in Moscow, earlier
promised that he would build a
modern pariamentary democ-
racy on the ashes of the Co-
mmunist system. Membership
in the Council has been a
stepping stone for countries
emerging from decades of
Communist rule, and Russia
now is seeking to join.

Sources with access (o the
closed meeting said divergence
interests of participating na
tions trippéd up attempts to
move toward am all-European
yardstick for the treatment of
national minorities.

Some countries. including
Germany. have recently had

Jarge influxes of Turks and im-
migrants from former Yugos-
lavia. Germany opposed defl-
ning national minorities purely
by common language and cus-
toms, arguing that Turkish
“guest workers,” for instance,
were not historically or cultura-

lly part of the countrye

Other countries had different
worries Britain and France
would not be interested in any
definition that would support
separatist aspirations in Nor-
thern lreland or Corsica, for
instance.

The specter of Yugoslavia
loomed over the conference. But
Slovak Prime Minister Viadimir
Meciar charactérised the minor-
ity problem as troubling “ not
only central on eastern Europe
but Europe as a whole.”

* Human rights have human
dimensions,” he told reporters.
" But collective rights have
ethnic. dimensions, that's the
differences.”

Cuban exiles in
Miami demonstrate
against Castro

MIAMI, Oct 10: Tens of thou-
sands of Cuban exiles marched
in the streets of Miami on
Saturday to show tion to
Cuban President Fidel Castro,
reports Reuter.

Police estimates of the crowd
ranged as as 100,000 at
the hour rally, at
which marchers bumed Castro
in effigy and shouted "Cuba,
Cuba.” and “war, war."

A woman bound in chains
and draped in a Cuban flag
joined the march, while many

Tsetung in 1976”, said Durican Campbell, a Chinese scholar at
w 's Victoria University.

Campbell said he was the most popular of the “misty” poets,
so-called because the Chinese bureaucracy accused them of
writing obscure poetry understood by no one. :

Gu Cheng was an editor of Today, a publication which was
“highly significant in political and literary terms,” Campbell
said

dumcngamhﬁbmwtmulwm
Prize contender.

Agnew makes no speeches

BALTIMORE: Twenty years after he resigned the vice presi-
dency in disgrace, Spiro T. Agnew lives a life of quiet affluence,
resolutely avoiding the national publicity he once courted. re-

s AP,
pﬂrltiemakunnmhuuﬂr:ﬁmtuwmm.}hhu
followed that since he walked into a Baltimore court-
room on October 10, 1973, and shocked the nation with his
resignation.

Agnew pleaded no contest to one count of income tax evasion
and became the only vice to leave office under a legal
cloud. But he denied charges he had taken kickbacks from con-
iractors.

Asked by the Associated Press last week if he was ready to
break his silence and grant an interview, Agnew chuckied over
the and said ; “ dont have anything to say.”

. 74, said he was doing well and chatted briefly about
his children and grandchildren. but he refused to answer ques-

tions.
Because of his desire for privacy, even

demonsirators wore buttons

reading “next Christmas in secrecy, little is

Havana." known about w*ummmtmmmm
“Many of my younger friends by allegations that he accepted kickbac s while as a
m&ﬂmgm,wm munhymﬂn.uwﬂﬂuﬁlnduﬂumm-

kills,” said Eduarde Valdez, who
claimed he had spent five years
in a Cuban prison camp and
moved to Miami in 1990 with
his wife and son.

Competition to capture ME arms market

ABU DHABI. Oct 10 The
United States. Russia and other
states are expected to fight a
tough hattle to grab a share of
the growing Gulf arms market
when they display aircraft at an
international show next month.
reparts AFF

While observers expect long:
standing armament campaigns
to lose momenitm in lsrasl and
in neighbouring arab states as
the peace negotiations advance,
they experi them to gain pace
in oil-nich gull countries.

Fears from lraq and Ilran
have prompted Saudi Arabia
and #ts partners in the six-na-
tionn Gulf Cooperation Council
IGCC) to launch their biggest
drive to bolster their armies in
both men and eguipment

"It is the bigges! armanent
drive in the Gulf since ofl was
struck.” a military expert said.
“According te my information,
the six members will spend
more than 40 billion dellars on

arms purchases until the year
2000."

GCC states — Saudi Arabia,

Bahrain, . Qatar, kuwalt
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) — realised their vulnera-
bility when they watched help-
lessly as Iran struck Saudi and
Kuwati facilitiesr during its
| 980-88 war with Iraq.

The second shock came in
1980 when superior Iragi Urocops
took Kuwait in a few hours and
advanced towards Saudi Arabia,
forcing it 1o call in troops from
the United States and other
weslermn powers.

G/CC nations are concentrat-
ing on aircraft in their arms
purchases to offset a troop
shortage given thetr relatively
low indegenous population.
which accounts for nearly hall
the total population of 20 mil-
lon.

Some of them have also or-
dered anti-submarine heli-

after Iran, which s

_ﬁuﬂln
locked In an island dispute with

the UAE, acquired two Rusaia-
Built Kilo-class submarines and
is expected to get a thnd.

"Definitely there will be ma-
jor deals at the show but we do
not have detalls yel.,” sald
GloriaGilees, sales director at
the London-based fairs and ex-
hibitions, which is organising
the air show in Dubai, next
month.

"But competition will be
tough as many countries are
bringing thetr state of the art
aireraft, they all want a share of
the growing Middle East mar-
ket.”

The United States is display-
ing its F- 16 and F-18 jets and
several types of helicopters
while cash-straped Russia will
exhibit for the first time its
Sukhoi 35 in addition to other
fighters and helicopters.

France will exhibit its mirage
Britain will
harriers while
for the first time

4
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Kh-78 jet trainer. South Alrica.
a newcomer to the Gulf market.
will display attack helicopters.

Defence ministers and top
army officers from the GCC,
iran and other countries
willvisit the November 7-11
show. the thrid to be held In
Dubai. Some 420 companies
from 45 counties will partici-
pate.

"It is going to be the best air
show in the world this time.
Gilefs told AFP by telephone
from Dubai. "The other shows
are losing momentum because
of world recession but here the
market is m.*

Organisers sald the show
would feature more than 80
types of and civilian
ajreraft and several of them

The march was organised by equipment and uniforms to foreign governments. He will pro-
several Miami-based Cuban ex- vide no other information about the business.
fle groups.




