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Maradona s faith healed

BUENOS- AIRES,
Oct 9: Diego Ma-
radona believes in
himself again.

His return to
Argentine soccer

with a matr.:h -winning debut
for Newell's Old Boys won rave
reviews on Friday from local
media and national team coach
Alfio Basile, reperts Reuter.

But for the man who was
making his comeback to
Argentine soccer after almost 12

-years, the performance meant

much more than that. It was
proof that the magic is still
there.

“| was able to do what | used
to do in the past,” a contented
Maradona told radio interview-
ers. "It worked out just fine. |
was putting the ball exactly
where | wanted to.”

Fireworks and a carnival at-
mosphere in Newell's home
stadium in the city of Rosario
provided the backdrop for
Maradona’'s long-awaited return
to Argentine soccer after years
of playing in Europe and the
scandal of drugs charges.

In this atmosphere, it
seemed unthinkable that

Emelec of Ecuador would dare
assume the role of party-poop-
ers.

Almost as if a script had

been written beforehand, the

festivitles reached fever pitch

when Maradona — who else?—
won the game with a spectacu-
lar goal in the second half.

“The king is not dead.
live the king.” the Buenos Alres
daily Pagina/12 proclaimed the
morning after it hailed the suc-
cessful return of the national
idol as “the first stop on his way
to Australia at the head of the
national team.”

Argentina coach Alfio Basile

“is under increasing pressure to

recall Maradona to the squad
fqr the crucial World Cup quali-
flers against Australia on
‘October 31 and November 17
after Argentina's humiliating 0-
5 home defeat last month at the
hands of Colombia.

~ After *Thursday night’ s
friendly against Emelec, Basile
said he found Maradona’s fit-
ness surprising. The former na-
tional captain had not played
for months and shed 12 kilos
(25 puundsl in only a few

.. long.

* “That (surprise) was a feeling
shared by many of those who

were waltching
not believe their

Maradona exulted.

To Basile fell the unénviable
task of putting the on the
comeback cake. He addressed
the question as cautiously as
possible, saying after the.
match: “1 want him’ to play. If
nothing unusual happens, and |
hope it doesn't, he will travel to
Australia.”

eyes,”

me and could

Maradona., who was at log-

gerheads with Basile after béing
left out of Argentina’s side for
the group qualifiers, has re- '
peatedly said that he must first
prove himself with Newell's be-
fore about an interna-
tional comeback.

To judge by the auperlauw:
praise now gushing from the
public and the press, that first
obstacle has been overcome
with ease.

Others, however, might pre-
fer to reserve their judgement
until after Maradona’'s first
competitive league match this
Sunday against First Division

side Independiente.

LGNDGN. Oct 9
Any English soc-
cer fan who stirs
up violence during
next week's World
Cup qualifier in
the thhcriands faces a possible
ban from attending the finals
next year in the United States,
the British government said
Saturday, reports AF.

About 5.000 English fans
are expected to make the trip to
Rotterdam for Wednesday's
crucial match to decide which
of the two teams is likely to
qualify for the finals.

"Anyone who steps out of
line not enly faces prosecution,
bat also runs the risk of miss-
ing the finals next year,” Home

Michael Howard said.
*Officers from our National
Criminal Intelligence Unit will
be watching and recording —
and any evidence of wrongdoing
may be passed on to the
American authorities who will
consider stopping that person
from entering the country.”

Hundreds of Dutch police
and riot squads will be deployed

%?i’

to keep the peace between fans
from the two countries that

have the most notorious repu-

tations for soccer violence.

Bremen blast
Eintracht

BONN. Oct 9: Champions
Werder Bremen fired three goals

within four minutes as they -

narrowed the gap on German

First Division leaders Eintracht.

Frankfurt to one point on
Friday, reports Reuter.

Bremen, who surged to a 4-0
home victory over Borussia
Dortmund. seized the initiative
when Czech international Mirko
Votava struck the first goal
seven minutes after the break.

The title holders put the€ is-
sue beyond doubt with their
three-goal burst between the
69th and 72nd minutes from
Bernd Hobsch, Dieter Eilts and
Andreas Herzog.

Second-placed Bremen, with
seven wins in 11 games, have
17 points to Eintrachit’'s 18.

Alarum for loopy Limey fans

“The Dutch authorities in-
tend to take a tough line
against hooligans and 1 fully
support that approach,”
Howard said. “This is such an
important match that all eyes
should be focused on ghe pitch

‘— not on what is happening

elsewhere.”

Misbehaving fans could be
kept from travelling to the
United States next year by the
Football Spectators Act of 1989,
which says that a person con-
victed of a soccer-related offence
may be subjected to a re-
striction order.

Howard said he hoped the
law could also be applied to in-
clude acts of hooliganism at the
finals.

“We are already discussing
arrangements with the Ame-
rican authorities,” Howard said.
*Our aim is to create a system
where fans convicted of a
football-related offence in the
States can also be dealt with
in courts over here. They can
then be stopped from causing
trouble at future important
maitches played abroad.”

3

Booters’ bit for Palestine

JERICHO, West
Bank, Oct 9 It
was the biggest
sports event for
Palestinians in the
|sraeli-occupied
territories in recenl memory —
and it could not have been
choreographed better. reports
Reuter.

Up to 15,000 sports-starved
fans packed a make-shift sta
dium in the West Bank town of
Jericho on Friday to watch
French veteran soccer greats
like Michel Platini and Alain
Giresse play a’friehdly match
against their national team

Defying all expectations, the
Palestinian team, playing lo-
gether for the third time. beat
the French 1-0

But the real win was for the
thousands of Palestinians who
saw their national side, picked
from soccer clubs all over the
occupiled West Bank and Gaza
Strip. play international stars
under Palestinian national
colours.

“*This is a match that eslab-
lishes links between two na-
tons and two states. God will-
ing,” Muammar [bseiso, one of
the organisers of the match,
told Reuters.

“We hope other countries will
follow France's exampje.”

The game, attended
diplomats from France

by
and

,-m:.mma—,ubymm.uu

other countries, was organised
by Varietes Club de France, a
cluby of French sports celebri-
ties, and sponsored by Radio
France and Canal Plus TV.

It follows the signing in
Washington last month of an
historic peace accord by Israel
and the Palestine Liberation
Organisation under which Israel
will withdraw from Jericho and
Gaza.

“The purpose of the game |s
fun.” said Pierre Weill, Radio
France's correspondent in
Jerusalem. “But, of course, it's
a consequence of the agreement
between Israel and the PLO."

The French team, which
plays some 50 matches a year
to promote world peace, Is due
1o face Israeli players today.

Although French reporters
travelling with their team were
shocked by the condition of the
bare and dusty playground,
they said they were pleased by
the turn-out and friendly atmo-
sphere.

The Paleslinian organisers
turned the match into a big cel-
ebratory occasion. bringing in
Boy Scout bands and decora-
tion the stadium with Pales-
tinian and French flags. Before
the match, the French and
Palestinian national anthems
were played

Outiside the stadium, ven-
dors sold soft drinks, falafel
ifrend chickpea paste). saiv!

wiches and boiled fava ch ;

The biggest problems Tor or-
ganisers was getting hundreds
of fans off the field. and this
delayed the match by half an
hour,

"We have never played a for-
eign country,” sald Ibrahim
Jadallah, 23, who travelled for
nearly two hours from ihr
southerrr West Bank town of
Hebron to see the match.'

Once the fleld was clear, the
ebb and flow of the play kept
the fans on the edge of their
SCals.

The crowd burst Into fren-
zied applause, rocking the
rickety stadium seats, when
Mahmoud Jarad Sinno, a 25-
year-old striker from the West
Bank's Askar Refugee Camp,
scored the lone goal.

*I'll never forget that goal. It
proves that all our people need
is a chance,” sald Saeb Erekat,
a senior pro-PLO figure in the
occupied lerritories who repre-
sented PLO chairman Yasser
Arafat at the match.

Platini, hurrying Lo avoid the
crowd walting to greet him out-
side the changing room, de-

scribed the match as “very
good.”

“l hope in the next 10 to 20
years, there (will) be a

Palestinian team playing in the
World Cup.” said Jean-Philippe
Guillin. a sports commentator ¢
for Friuice 3 lelevision
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Nigeria’s first

cever

ALGIERS, Oct 9: Nigeria
reached the World Cup finals
for the first time when they
drew 1-1 with Algeria in their
final African qualifier on Friday.
reports Reuter.

The hard-earmned point lifted
them above African champions
Ivory Coast in the second round
Group A standings.

Nigeria's leading scorer
Rachidl Yekinl played a leading
role in his side’'s goal in the
20th minute,

When the Algerian defence
converged on Yekini as he bore
down on goal, he found Finidi
George with a perfectly weighted

. pass. George hammered the ball

past goalkeeper Hanniched.

Nigeria, fielding several pro-
fessionals with European clubs,
dominated much of the first
half.

But after the hreak Yekini
was kept in check and the
Nigerians were forced on to the
defensive.

Goalkeeper Wilfred Agbonav-
bare was twice forced to literally
scoop the ball off the goal line.

But Agbonavbare was unable

to keep out the Algerians in the ¢

71st minute cross which
Zerrouki nodded home.

Y antra under

a cloud

SOFIA. Bulgaria. Oct 9: The
Bulgarian soccer club Yantra
have been expelled from the
country's First Division after a
bribery charge, media reported
Saturday, reports AP.

The executive committee of
the Bulgarian Football Asso-
ciation suspended Yantra,
located in the town of Gabrovo
in central Bulgaria, from the top
league for the rest of the season
and
Second Division next year.

The association also levied a
fine of 200,000 leva (dirs 7,200)
on Yantra for trying to buy the
team's last league mntnh
against Beroe.

According to police sources,
Yantra pla]r:r Stefan Bachev
was caught handing 90,000
leva (dirs 3.200) to the wife of
Beroe player Ognyan Radewv.

it is the first time in
Bulgarian soccer that a scandal
of this type has been given no-
table publicity. Earlier cases of
bribery were poorly-kept secrets
that went largely unpmﬂshed.

Sasho, Kostov. a former
striker of Levski Sofia and the
national team, said : "No doubt
that there is corruption in
Bulgarian soccer. Last year, for
example, one knew in advance

_ the result of many matches.”

Soccer scandals have been
rife throughout Europe this
year, with incidents reported in
France, Poland. Israel. Italy,
Georgia and Turkey. The most
notorious has been the bribery
scandal in France, where
Champions Cup
Olympique Marseille have been
hit with several sanctions, in-
cluding expulsion, from this
season's Champions Cup tour-
nament.

Multinational
v'lgall team’
TOKY

Oct 9: The Yaohan
Department Store Group will
set up a Hong Kong based
multinational women's profes-
sional volleyball team this year,
Kyodo news service said Friday.
reports AFP.

Yaohan will recruit Oly-
mpians and star players from
Japan, Europe. North «and
South America, company sou-
rces told the agency.

The Yaohan international
volleyball team will play na-
tional teams of a number of
countries and professional
teams in Europe. the sources
said .

The company was likely to
incur scouting fees up to 100
million yen (940,000 dollars)
per player, Japan Volleyball
Association sources said

relegated the club to the®

titlists
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o NEW YORK, Oct
(“"—-I 9: Perhaps nobody
% is looking forward
to next year's
World Cup more
than Pele, who
had a dream to bring . the
tournament. to the United

AP.

Considered by many as the
grehtest player in soccer history
— now a goodwill ambassador
for the sport as well as for his
native Brazil — was campaign-
ing for the United States to be
hosts of the World Cup back in
the 1970s.

"It is very hard to describe

ow.” Pele says. "When FIFA
announced it had chosen the
US, it was so nice to me, 80
gaod, 1 couldn’t come up with
words to describe my happi-
ness. '

"Everybody knows when I
came to play with the Cosmos
in '75. we started to work so
hard to make soccer grow in the
US. Then we started to work to
bring the World Cup to the US
and a lot of people didn't believe
in it. A<lot of newspapers
started teasing us at that time,
saying it was a joke that the
World Cup would come to the
United States.

Not much of a joke, was it?

"Today, it is a reality,” he
says. "This means a lot for me. |
used to say it is my dream
come true to have the World
Cup here. Next June, my dream
will be real.”

Pele is not involved in the
organisation of World Cup '94
and never has worked for a
World Cup organising commit-
tee, although he is an adviser to
Japan's bid for the 2002 tour-
nament. Pele's main role for
next year's month-long event is
as a spokesman for Master-
Card, a sponsor of the World
Cup. He does sérve, however, as
an adviser to FIFA's rules
committee and is chairman of
its Fair Play Programme.

Pele doesn't think it's essen-
tial for the US team to fare well
in the World Cup to be a suc-
, cess. He'd like nothing better
than to see a Brazil-United

Soccer Iegend Pele, now play'mg the rﬂle crf rnvm,g a
conference held in Frankfurt on October 8. The Brazilian soccer genius is a re
sponsors of the bonanza in Los Angeles next year.

It's dream come

- States nearly two decades ago,

States final, but he won't pre-
dict anything like that.

"l don't think they have an
obligation to play well for the
American people. That won't
just make the World Cup suc-
cessful,” he says. "The American
people want a show. If they see
beautiful games, they don't care
if it is the US or Brazil or Italy

anngland They want to see a

"But | thlnk a lot of people
will be surprised because the
US team is Poing to play well.
They proved this in Italy. They
were in Italy to gain experience
and now, four years after Italia
"90, they have more experience.
They have a new coach. players
with experience playing in Italy.
It is a much different situation.
[ think the people are going to
be surprised.”

He also believes the doubters
in Europe and South America
— and there are many who be-
lieve bringing the World Cup to
the United States is tantamount
to heresy — will be surprised by
Lhe positive public response to
the event.

"First of all. this is a new
thing and the American peeple
want a new show. This will be
successful as a show, almost
like the Olympic Games.
Everybody in 1984 said the
Olympic Games at Los Angeles
would not get
the soccer, that the Americans
don't like soccer. that they
would only go fo see swimming
and the basketball.

"They were wrong because
soccer was the spprt that got
the most crowds.” Pele said.
"And... This now is professional
soccer and ... The Olympics was
amateur.

"The other reason there
should be no thoughts of the
World Cup failing is because In
the United States, you have a
lot of foreigners, a lot of people
who know soccer and love soc-
cer from Europe and Soffth
America."

Pele believes that within a
few days after the opening game
in Chicago, it will be clear to ev-
eryone that the World Cup "will
be a tremendous party, with

any crowds for

mhaﬁﬁﬂdor fur the 1994 Wurld [ up hna]a in the USA, gesturcs al u press
presentative of Master Card, one of the major

great soccer.”

. *"The people from the older
(soccer) countries worry about
what will happen,” he says.
"When you travel to their coun-
tries, they say they are worried,
because they don't havk too
much information. They worry
about the money and the
crowds.

"We know it is going to be
successful and there are going
to be big crowds,™ he said.

Pele watched with great in-
terest as Brazil, which he led to
three World Cup champi-
onships. s to make the
final 24. The Brazilians lost a
qualifying game for the first
time and needed to beat
Uruguay in the last game to en-
sure a spot in the field.

"In Brazil, they have big po-
litical problems and economic
problems and thgn all the good
players go to Europe to play for
clubs.” he says. "So' Brazil
doesn't have the chance to put
the team together and have
them play together and prac-
ticerwe had three tournaments
— US Cup, Copa America and
qualification. We played in US
Cup with one team. a month
later in the Copa America with
another team, and, one month
later, they change the whole
team to qualify.

“This is the problem. I think
if Brazil has the chance to put
the players together and train
for 4-5 months. we will be
strong enough to be in the final
of the WGﬂd Cup.”

Pele believes the key to
Brazil's success is the availabil-
ity of 27-year-old striker Ro-
mario. who plays for FC
Barcelona in the Spanish First
Division.

"Df course, in the last game
against Uruguay, Brazil brought
Romario back for Spain.
Romario was the best player in
that game. If Romario can stay
on the team, practice and train
with the team, we will have a

teamn in the World Cup,”
he said. "But if they do not have
time to train or they do not

bring in all the players to train

and practice, may be Brazil will
be in trouble.”

......

— AFP photo

true for Pele | A month's wait

for Krabbe's fate

BONN, Oct 9: A decision on
the two-year drugs ban facing
Germari sprinter Katrin Krabbe
will be made next month in
Monaco. the German Athletics
Federation (DLV) said on
Friday. reports AFP.

Krabbe, the former 100m
and 200m world sprint cham-
pion, was suspended for a year
and then banned for a further
two years in August after she
admitted using the " banned
substance Clenbuterol.

The decision will be taken by
the arbitration commission of
the ruling International Ama-
teur Athletic Federation (LAAF)
between November 20-22.

DLV secretary general Jan
Kern said: "We are glad that
this affair, which seemed to be
going on for ever, will at least be
settled.”

The second ban was handed
out by the IAAF for “Unsporting
behaviour™ and was subse-
quently appealed by the DLV.

Krabbe's lawyer argued that
the IAAF ban should be
dropped. claiming "It is without
fountiation > and ‘wamet that if
the arbitration decisionn went
against his client, she would
take the case to a civil court.

Jockey dies after
race fall

SYDNEY. Oct 9: Leading
Australian jeckey Ken Russell
died Saturday evening after suf-
fering injuries when he fell from
his horse during a race at
Rbsehill race course, hospital
officials said, reports AP.

Russell, 42, was taken to
wesfmead Hospital after his
horse fell during the Tooheys
Gold . the final race of
ﬂledly.butdledtihﬂdln-
jures soon afterward. the offi-
cials said.

Another horse, Sonar Bar.
crashed into Russell.

Russell's wife Carol was at
the track and witnessed the ac-
cident. Tuig. the horse Russell
was riding, suffered severe in-

| juries and had to be destroyed.
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Saturda p: IF YOU TRADE A SKUNK
FOR A LION IT'S USUALLY A ROAR DEAL.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: F equals N

The Cryptoquip Is a substitution cipher

in which one

Iﬂttrmmhfouuothu If you think that X equals O, it
ualommndwutmtpum Single letters, short
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