Probe body on
lamp blasts
formed

Oct 8: The district adminis-
tration Saturday constituted a
one-man enquiry committee
with Magistrate Subir Kumar
Chowdhury to investigate the
incidents of lamp blast in two
thanas, reports UNB.

A minor girl was killed and 7
others were wounded in the
lamp (kupi) blasts in Char
Bhadrasan and sadar thanas
Thursday night

The mmmj-tt:e has been

asked to report within three
days.

Meanwhile, the Police Super
and the Civil Surgeon of the dis-
trict also directed their officials
to collect the fuel of the lamps
from the houses as well from
the concerned shops for ascer-
taining the cause of the explo-
sions.

JESSORE
'Materialise
dreams of
Shaheed Zia'

. Oct 8: Post and Telecom-
munications Minister Tariqul
Islam called for united efforts

for ma the dreams of
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman through implementing

his nineteen point programme,
reports BSS.

. The minister was addressing
the annual conference of
Jessore branch of Zia Parishad
at the Jessore D. Hall Sunday.

Presided over by the
President of Zia Parishad.
Jessore branch Mizanur

Rahman Khan the conference
was addressed among others by
the President of Jessore district
BNP, Ali Reza Raju and

Advocate Nazrul Islam
and Chief Advisor of Zia

Parishad, Jessore district
Nargis Begum and Khulna

| Organising Secretary
Aminul Islam Shaheen.
Referring to various uplift
programmes undertaken by the
present government the minis-
ter said that effective measures
were taken for removing

poverty
MYMENSINGH

732 absconders
arrested on

various charges

Oct 8: Police arrested 732
absconders allegedly connected
with various crimes in the dis-
trict during the fortnight long
drive ending September 15, re-

ports BSS.
In addition, 511 persons

surrendered before the court
during the period to avold ar-
resi, police sources said.

The sources said, that these
persons were involved in vari-
ous murder, dacoity, kidnap-
ping and burglary cases.

The source sald that the
Inspector General of police had
directed the district police ad-
ministration to conduct a drive
to improve the law and order si-
tuaation.

BARISAL
Vitamin "A"
capsules
distributed to
fight blindness

Oct 8: Barisal Health Serv-
ices Department distributed
lakh wvitamin
capsules among children as a

- viding

Vocational
training for
students

underscored

Oct 8: Rajshahi City Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu Monday
underscored the need for pro-
vocational training
among the students to build
them up as self-reliant citizens,
reports BSS. "

Addressing a function of
students at Technical Training
Centre (TTC) here, the mayor
said the present government
had attached priority on techni-
cal training to help eradicate
poverty from the country, a PID
handout said.

The mayor called upon the
students to put in their united
efforts in maintaining congenial
academic atmosphere in educa-
tional institutions. ‘

The TTC, established in
1969 has been providing two-
year long vocational training
course on ten trades to about
500 students in each session.

JHENIDAH

Two Purb
Bangla activists

arrested

Oct 8: Police rounded up two
alleged activists of the outlawed
Purba Bangla Communist Party
in Harinakundu thana on
Friday, reports UNB.
and Ayub Hossain.

Police, following a tip-off,
raided the Riskhali village in the
thana and nabbed the activists.

In another raid, police recov-
ered two pipe-guns at Hazratala
in sadar thana on the same
day. Sensing police arrival some
armed miscreants managed to
flee leaving behind the arms.

Another message from
Khulna adds: Police in a raid on
Wednesday night nabbed an al-
leged criminal Kamrul from New
Colony of Khalishpur Housing
in the city.

Police also recovered one re-
volver and two rounds of am-
munition from his possession.

CHUADANGA

Two killed in

road accident

Oct B: Two people were killed
and five others injured in a road
accident at Bhemrula in sadar
thana on Chuadanga-Kaliganj
road Saturday, says UNB,

The dead were identified as
Shafiqul Islam (22) of
Hatkaluganj and Daud Ali (23)
of Howli in Damurhuda thana
of the district.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when a Jibannagar-
bound mini bus hit a bicycle
killing the rider Shafig on the
spot.

Another pedestrian Daud
was run over when the driver of

the bus tried to escape with the

vehicle. Five passengers of the
bus were also injured.

Local agitated people put
barricade on the road for fve
hours protesting the incident. A
case was flled with the police.

NAOGAON

Tk 3 crore
for new
road links

Oct 8: Five pucca roads will
be constructed in the district at
a cost of Taka three crore in the
current financial year, reports
UNB.

Local Roads and Highways

t will construct the
Manda-Niamatpur. Dhamoi-

the district will be improved to a
great extent.
Another report adds
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KISHOREGANJ, Oct8:
Diarrhoea has so far claimed
310 lives and attacked 25,000
people in the district during the
last ten weeks, according to an
unofficial source.

Of the dead, 29 died in

. 28 in Hossainpur,
33 ‘in Karimganj, 32 in Pa-
kundia, 13 in Katiadi, 38 in
Nikli, 9 in Tarail, 21 in Bajitpur,
12 in Kuliarchar, 7 in Bhairab,

14 in Austagram, 52 in
Mitamain and 22 in Itna
thanas.

But the Civil office
confirmed the death of 130 only

and said that 11,000 people
have been attacked by the dis-
ease during the period.

The of the affected
areas informed that due to the
ne of the workers of
Health Department, the disease
has been fast. The
medical teams are hardly found
in the affected areas, they fur-
ther informed.

Civil Surgeon office sources
said 70 medical teams were
working in different thanas to
combat the disease,

situation aggravated

. The
during the due to ab-
sence of '

measures and madequate sup-
ply of medicines.

The patients coming in large
numbers were AaCCOMIMo-
dation problem in the health
complexes and sadar hospital.
They have not arranged extra
beds to tackleé the situation,

patients complained.

Acute scarcity of pure
drinking water and deficiency ol
balanced diet have been at-
tributed to the outbreak of the
diseases, the doctors said.

Local MPs, political leaders
and union parishad chairmen
have the authorities con-
cerned to supply life saving
drugs and send more medical

| teams to save the suffering

people and combat the disease
immediately.

Note book sale
unabated
The sale of note books is

[uate preventive

25.000 attacked

|Diarrhoea claims 3
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going on unabated in all the 13
thanas of the district, iInformed
sources said.

Note books are being sold at
the most of bookshops at the

mmamumm'

despite government ban on it.
It may be mentioned here

that the government has im-
posed ban on publishing and
selling note books upto class

t. But some unscrupulous
:rjﬁlcrs are publishing sugetan—
dard note books with fake name
and addresses.- These note
books are full of errors and dis-
tortion of facts and it misguide
the students.

Some guardians complained
that these note books are being
sold at an exorbitant price in
different markets of the district.

It is reported that the owners
of bookstalls do not sell téxt
books without notes.

The students and guardians
have urged the concerned au-
thorities to take necessary steps

regarding the matter.
Catching of fish
fry indiscriminate

Defying the government or-
der, the fish fry are being

caught Indiscriminately In dif
ferent parts of the district.

It is reported that, a section
of fishermen in sadar, Tarail,
Karimganj, Bajitpur, Itna, Mit-
amain, Austagram, Bhairab,
Hossainpur, Pakundia, Katiadi,
Nikli and Kuliarchar thanas of
the district are catching fish fry
of ruhi, katla, magur, mrigal,
puti, singhi. boal, kalibaush,
shaol etc from rivers and
canals. Everyday a huge quan-
tity of different varieties of fish
fry are being sold in different
markets, hats and bazars of the
district.

It is learnt that some of the
fishermen are catching these
fish fry. The ment has
banned the catching of fish fry
below nine inches to implement

. its open water fish production

[tulwmthwmc-

ing agencies are often play a
silent role Lo take any action

against the illegal catching of
fish fry. If indiscriminate fishing
goes on unabated, it is appre-
hended that the quantity of fish
in the district will be declined.

Heart disease

on increase

Over 20,000 people in 13
thanas of the district have been
suffering from heart disease.

The thanas are: Kishoreganj
sadar, Hossainpur, Katiadi, Pa-
kundia, Karimganj, Tarail,
Bajitpur, Kuliarchar, Bhairab,
Itna. Austagram. Mitamain and
Nikl.

According to an unofficial
estimate heart diseases have at-
tacked about 3,000 people In
Kishoreganj sadar thana, 1600
people in Katiadi. 1500 people
in Hossainpur, 1700 people in

Pakundia, 1300 people in
Karimganj. 1200 people in

Tarail, 2400 people in Bajitpur,
1800 people in Kuliarchar.
2700 people in Bhairab, 900
people in Itna, 600 people in

Austagram, 700 people in
Mitamain and 600 people in
Nikli thanas.

Many people have died of -

heart disease in the district,
During the last three years over
250 people have died of heart
attack in the district. it is
learnt.

Deaths from heart disease
cases and heart attack are ab-
normally increasing in the dis-
trict.

The treatment facilities for
the heart disease patients in the
district are very poor. There is
only one hospital and twelve
health complexes in 13 thanas
of the district.

It is learnt that for want of
better treatment facilities hun-
dreds of heart disease patients
are either to go to Mymensingh
and Dhaka or to Calcutta for

treatment.
#Mental unrest, smoking.
high blood pressure, abnormal

eating of rich food and a high
level of cholesterol in the blood
are among the main causes of
heart attack, it is informed.

10 lives

Sylhet doctors

call off strike
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 8: The physi-
clans in Sylhet district have
called off their strike which be-
gan Tuesday protesting the at-
tack on Dr. Reza Chowdhury,
Professor of Surgery. Sylhet M A
G Osmany Medical College.

The BMA local unit took this
decision at a today with
Dr. M A Rakib in.the chair, fol-
lowing an assurance of neces-
sary legal measures from the
Deputy Commissioner and the
Superintendent of Police.

_-'I--|I " . ! e -

MYMENSINGH: A delegation headed by Ayatollah Shah

Rukhi Khuromabadi, a renowned

leader of Iran,

religious
called on Vicé-Chancellor Professor Dr Shah M Farook
" during his recent visit at the Bangladesh Agricultural

University.

— Star photo

Notes From

Comills

From A Correspondent
COMILLA, Oct 8: A two-day

long workshop on 'Com-
prehensive Population and
Family Planning in Integrated
Rural Development’, sponsored
by the BARD with the financial

¢l | assistance of the CIRDAP con-

cluded here recently.

Twelve participants from
UNFPA, BRAC, BRDB,
Swainirvor Bangladesh, Family
Planning Department, Comilla
and BARD participated in the
workshop. The workshop aimed
at exchanging the experiences
of the departments to enhance
family planning activities.

The concluding session was

presided over by Dr Salehuddin
Ahmed, DG BARD and it was
addressed among others by
Rezaul Karim and Shamim Ara.
Fugitive nabbed

A fugitive criminal, Lutfar
was arrested by a police party
led by Sl Atib Ali of Kotwali
thana from Gangchar at
Comilla town recently.

Lutfar was wanted for nine
criminal cases in different
thanas. He has been forwarded
to court.

Four smugglers

nabbed

Akhaura Rallway Police act-
ing on a tip recovered 20
maunds of Indian sugar and
nabbed four persons in this
connection from Noakhali
bound "Shamata” train recently.

These arrested were identi-
fied as Abdul Jalil, Jamal,
Shafiq and Kashem who were
forwarded to court.

Twenty bags of sugar worth
Taka 28 thousand have been
deposited with the Akhaura
customs.

Police from Darkhar out post
recovered Indian medicines
worth Taka 12,500 from be-
neath the Ujanishar bridge re-
cently.

Sterilization camp

An IUD and depo-provera
injection camp organised by the

CAMS Shamim Ara was held
here recently.

Thirteen women were im-
planted with IUD and 11 were
registered as clients of depo-
provera injection. About 60
mothers and children were
given MCH service. The camp
was formally inaugurated by
Shamsi Jahan.

Property worth

Tk 2 lakh gutted
Five houses belonging to two

Barura thana were gutted ren-
dering 15 inmates of the
' houses.

The loss of property was es-
timated to be about Taka two
lakh.

Training course on

adult education

A ten-day long training
workshop for adult education
sponsored by the BRAC at
Laksam in BRAC's office was
formally inaugurated by Abdul
Jalil, Editor, Laksam Barta and
president, Laksam press club in
a brief function held recently.

Four hundred fifty teachers
from selected 16 adult schools
from ward No. 1 of Laksam
paurashava participated in the
training workshop.

One killed in
road mishap

One Golam Morshed {8) was
crushed under the wheels of a

speeding passenger bus (Dhaka
Cha-136) heading towards
Sylhet at Kangsanagar on
Comilla-Sylhet highway re-

cently.
The driver of the killer vehi-
cle fled away lea it on the

road creating traffic jam.
' Devidwar police brought the
situation under control and
seized the vehicle involved.

Ligation camp
Nineteen tubectomy opera-
tions were performed at a liga-
tion camp held at Badurtala.
Comilla jointly organised by
FPAB, Comilla and Comilla

ATMA Nivedita Mahila Sangstha
| (CAMS) recently.

Manager. Sangraish branch of

families of village Joykamte in |

Withdrawal of income
‘tax demanded

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 8: The small
jute traders have demanded the
withdrawal of income tax im-
posed on thern recently.

This was expressed ‘at a
press conference arranged by
the Small Jute Traders
Associatidn at the local press
club.

The traders informed that
they used to supply jute to the
mills at a nominal profit. The
mill authorities however delayed
the payment for a considerable

r period of time, they pointed out.

The National Board of
Revenue (NBR) imposed in
March '93 2.50 per cent income
tax in March '93 on the small
jute traders which will be re-
alised from June of the same

year.

But the NBR did not impose’

any tax on the agents or big
suppliers, the traders disclosed.
The traders claim that the
imposition of tax on them as
unethical and unreasonable as
their income is small.
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC] requested

Caption:

the NBR to withdraw the deci-
sion of imposing tax on small
jute traders,

The NBR took a decision in
1988-89 to impose tax on them
but later gave up the idea con-
sidering their low income.

The supply of raw jute to the
mills has decreased consider-
ably following the decision of
income tax, mill sources in-
formed,

The mills are at present pur-
chasing raw jute from the

agernis at a higher rate causing

losses to the mills; sources in-
formed. ]

If this situation continues,
the mills are te bear heavy

losses, mills authorities dis-
closed.

It is interesting to note that
the NBR did not impose such

taxes in Dhaka and Chittagong

ZONES.

The small traders have urged
the authorities concerned to
withdraw the tax for normalis-
ing the situation in jute sector.

Rural transport system
fails to respond to
needs of local people

FARIDPUR, Oct 8; The Asian
regional ‘meeting on rural
transport and development on
Thursday unanimously agreed
that the prevailing rural trans-
port system in the region had
failed to respond to the needs
and economic opportunities of
rural people, reports BSS.

The inadequacy in local level
planning regarding rural trans-
port system was also underlined

1 as one of the major problems in

the meeting.

The four-day meeting, first of
its kind, was jointly organised
by Local Government Engine-
ering Department. UK-based
International Forum for Rural
Transport and Development
(IFRTD}. UNDF and ILO,

The meeting was attended by
about 50 delegates from ten
Asian countries and by Bangla-
desh resource personnel. They
identified 119 major problems

during their discussion on the
natural and magnitude of the
rural transport problem.

The delegates recommended
that sufficient information. un-
derstanding and skills were re-
gquired for better and more re-
sponsible local level plans to
improve rural transport system.

The meeting observed that
the countries represented here
covered a very widerange of
characteristics in terms of their
topography. population, denasity
and stage of economic develop-
ment., Approach to redress the
problems of rural should be var-
ied, the meeting noted.

Representatives from
Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, India.
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea,
The Philippines. Nepal and Shri
Lanka attended the meeting.

Similar regional meeting of
Africa will be held in Malawi in
November this year, the organ-
isers said.

Pest attack damages
huge amount of crops

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 8; Standing
crops on 65,000 acres of land in
six thanas of the district were
badly affected by pests attack in
the current season, reports
UNB.

The pest locally known as
"Mazra’ and “"Parol’ damaged
the crops in Shahjadur. Ulla-
para, Raiganj. Tarash, Kazipur
and Kamarkhan thanas. far-
mers said.

The pests could not be killed
by insecticides due to heavy
rainfall which washed away the
chemicals, they added.

Moreover, the farmers can-
not afford to buy the pesticides
which are being sold at an ex-
orbitant rate in the local mar-
kets.

Farmers urged the con-
cermned authorities, to take nec-
essary steps immediately to
check the pests attack.

While talking to UNB, the
Deputy Director of Agriculture
Extension Department, told
that steps are being taken to
check the pest aitack but
shortage of pesticides and spray
machines are the main prob-
lems on the way.

Two die in train
accidents

Two unidentified youngmen
were crushed under the wheels
of running trains in two sepa-
rate incidents during last week
in the district. police sources
said.

In one incident a man was
run over by Padma Express

train near Ullapara. He met the
tragic end while crossing the
Gatina bridge.

Another person died on the

spot when a Chapainawabganj
bound train coming from

Sirajgan] hit him while he was
walking through the railway
track.

The bodies were buried by
the Anjumane Mofidul Islam.
Two separate cases were filed
with the police.

Land sold at throw

away prices
Believe it or not, per decimal
land is being sold at Taka 10 to
12 only in Chowhali thana
headquarters of the district.

Sub-Registry office sources
said the thana headquarters is
situated in a charland sur-
rounded by the river Jamuna.
The erosion of the river has
threatened its very existence. So
nobody is interested to pur-
chase the land in the area.

Politics, conflicts vitiating academic atmosphere

SATKHIRA, Oct 8: The
smooth academic atmosphere
in Kumira High School under
Tala thana is being hampered
due to internal con-
flicts between a section of man-
aging committee and teachers of
the school.

It is learnt that an uneasy
situation between some mem-
bers including chairman of the
committee and the

Wadud. the headmaster of the
school was suspended tempo-
rary and later in the same way
the committee terminated the
headmaster of the school. Later
the headmaster of the school
filed a case against the order of
the committee in the
Judge's Court and also sought
injunction.
Consequently after hearing
the arguments the learned
court anted injunction in
favour of the headmaster.

Local UpP Chairman
Nityanandu Mukharjee said
that the termination letter was
given only for personal enmity.

Local elite urged the con-
cerned authorities to settle the
matter for the interest of the
students.

Over 5 lakh bales
of jute expected

About 580500 bales of jute
in 10 south-

The districts are, Satkhira,
Khulna, Bagerhat, Jessore,
Narall, Magura. Jhenidah,
Kushtia, Meherpur and

From Our Correspondent

will be produced on 12,800
hectares in Satkhira, 15423
bales on 1590 hectares in
1215 bales on 129

458 bales on 50 hectares in

. 1949 bales on 200
hectares in Jhenidah, 20,3486
bales on 20978 hectares in
Kushtia, 63661 bales on 6563
hectares In Meherpur and
100909 bales on 10403

fair price of their product but
not step has been taken in this

regard yet.
Unhygienic foodstuff

served at hotels

Public health at the district
headquarters is being threat-
ened due to unhygienic condi-
tion of the hotels and restau-
rants causing great concern
among the residents.

Over the years most of the
hotels and restaurants at the
district headquarters have
sprung up by the side of lanes
and bi-lanes haphazardly.

Most of these hotels are dirty
and prepare unhygienic food-
stuff.

The people who come to the
town for various purposes are
served such stale unhygienic
foodstufl.

Local people informed that
time and they brought the
matter to concerned author-
ities but no action has yet been
taken in this regard.

Inaction of the poura au-
thorities and district adminis-

tration in this regard pave the
way of the traders to carry out

Intensive rabi

cultivation plan

An intensive rabi cultivation

has been taken up

in seven thanas of the district
during the current season.

The seven thanas are:

Satkhira, Tala. Kalaroa.

Debhata, Kaligonj, Shyamnagar -

and Assassuni.

A total of 80,000 hectares of
land will be brought under rabi
cultivation in the district of
which bere on 15000 hectares,
potato on 900 hectares, veg-
etables on 35,000 hectares,

on 400 hectares. musur
dal enn 15,400 hectares, and
kheshari on 450 hectares of
land will be brought under the
rabi cultivation.

A total of 12,000 metric tons

of rabi crops incl vegeta
bles and mustard be pro-

duced in the district this year, it |

Is expected.

Trains dcrall,__

Fﬁé&vgﬂ ! At a 45

Bangladesh Railway at about 9
pm, leaving five passengers in-
jured.



