Interview with Abdullah Al-Muti Sharafuddin

A Celebrated Scientist Speaks of his Days and Deeds | Bread & Rolls R

by Shuvra

BDULLAH Al-Mut

AMS: | cannot say that 1|
have a single scientist as my
idol. There are several whom 1|

“stach’ as Gaifleo,
: . Marie Curie
and Einstein — often for
different reasons. However. il |

Povould choose Binstein. B o
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presses me. first, by the bril-
liance of his mind. Every body
knows that he originated the
famous equation showing the

wammmﬂy:
; but he also made other

very important contributions to
our knowledge of the universe.

Apart from his greatness as a
scientist, he was a great cham-
pion of humanism and world
peace. In those days, iIn
Germany, where the Nazis ad-
vocated the supremacy of the
Aryan race. or even in America
where he took refuge before
World War 11, it was not easy to
hold such views. But Einstein,
with other like-minded scien-
tists, took a bold stand against
the use of nuclear arms that
developed into a world wide
Peace Movement. Thus human-
ity has been spared from a

ird" World War. which, for
many years, seemed very immi-
nent.

RS How, in your opinion,
the inculcation of the scientific
attitude into the multitude of our
soclety and a growing study and
practice of science can help our
nation rise clear of the present
state of stagnation and decay?

AMS: A main reason for the
backwardness of our nation is

o,

the poor slate of education that
has left the large pool of human
resources underdeveloped.
‘Whatever little education we
provide is of poor quality and
puts scant attention to the
study of science and technol-
ogy. Even in the teaching of sci-
ence. not much attention Is
paid to the development of a
scientific attitude, i.e., the spirit
of enquiry, and a questioning
mind that is at the root of all
scientific discoveries and all
human progress. Many leading
persons in our society erro-
neously think that national
progress can be ensured simply
by importing capital, machinery
and know how from abroad. In
our schools, less than 40 per-
cent of the pupils can study sci-
ence for the School
Certificate (SSC). In higher edu-
cation, the proportion is much
lower. A first step may be to
make science compulsory up to
the SSC. At the non-formal level
also, a lot more coverage is
needed for science and technol-
ogy. Take the case of the media.
For a long time there has hardly
been any programme on the
BTV in this area. Similarly, only
two or three of our national
newspapers have  special
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weekly feature in this field.
Such problems as low produc:
tivity in agriculture and indus-
try, high population growth,
degradation of the environment,
poor nutritional and health sta-
tus of people can hardly be
solved without a broad sclentific
literacy. This can be achieved
only through a nation wide
movement using all the chan-
nels of formal and non-formal
education.

RS The world has recog-

nized you, by way of awarding-

you the coveted Kalinga Prize,
as a leading disseminator of sci-
say things are changing for the
better as far as social aware-
ness of science — apart from
technology is concerned? ... How
do you view the challenges and
the prospects of the nation in
this respect?

AMS: As | have suggested
already. things are bad as far as

science education and the
spread of scientific literacy is

concerned. There are historical
reasons for this. Long legacy of
colonial rule, a deep rooted
feudal system, lack of literacy
and education, the hold of
obscurantism, the nature of our
political leadership — all have

their contributions. But there
are bright streaks in such dark
clouds. The rapid strides of sci

ence and technology in the in-
ternational arena, the dramatic
developments in Information
technology, and the winds of
democratization that are
sweeping the world, are all In
our favour. | feel that the
democratic forces in our coun-
try. which are growing stronger
day by day. will soon see that
our very existence will be at
stake without science,

RS :Owur foundation edu-
cation of the secondary and in
termediate levels have lately
been geared to cope with a gqueer
system af assessment —
resulting in a wholesale rejection
of whatever education stands
Jor. Please give your considered

AMS: Throughout the world,
educators are concerned with
improving the quality of
education. To that end, efforts
are being made to improve
teaching methods and evalua-
tion techniques. One approach
is 1o make examinations more

ot?(u:meﬁ l.e., able to correctly
differentiate variations in

achievement levels. unfortu-
nately, a very narrow and my-
opic view of these testing and
evaluation tools are being taken
in our country. Most of the tests
that are being used are {ll pre-
pared and go little beyond sim-
ple memory. The higher mental
abilities such as understanding,
application, analysis and syn-
thesis, interests, attitudes and
values, skills of problem solv-
ing, etc. are hardly tested. This
shows a very perfunctory atti-
tude towards educational stan-
dards and gross commercializa-
tion of education. Unless we put
more stress on better teaching,
no amount of tinkering with ex-
aminations can solve our edu-
cational problems,

y R& You have always been
one with a high degree of social
commitment. What can be the
main features of a government
science policy that would prove
Jriendly to social development?

AMS: A country like Bang-

ladesh has to make up its
backwardness in economic de-
velopment of many decades
within a relatively short span of
time. This can be done only by
giving high priority to human
development efforts — espe-
cially through science and
technology. This would involve a
fourfold effort: (1) improving the
teaching of science and tech-
nology for all children: (2) en-
larging the coverage and im-
proving the quality of higher
education and research in sci-
ence, and emphasis on research
in scientific institutions on ar-
eas that are of direct relevance
to the welfare of the people; (3)
dﬂeh:pplbyng a strong industrial
base adapting technologies
from abroad and commercializ-
ing technologies developed
within the country; and (4)
promoting sclentific and techno-
logical literacy among the broad
masses of people so that a cul-
ture of innovation and applica

tion of scientific principles in
everyday life and production

vhave found and realized them in

your life.

Ans: Life and science teach
us many things. Take just one
simple fact. Of the myriads of
animals roaming over the earth,
man is the only one that has
tremendous potential for devel-
opment. In fact, scientists say
that so far man has been bale
to use only a small fraction ol
its intellectual abilities. This
means that if we try we can ac-
complish a tremendous lot in
our life. The sad part is that we
in Bangladesh have lagged be-
hind in using the intellectual
tools that can give us the power
to achieve great deeds. There is
no reason our young people
should not achieve as much or
even more than what people in
other countries can accomplish
in their life time.

RS: Thank you for your
time S

and there were many
were trying to slop
But inspite of so
the case has
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brought to justice, I

*sald "sir are you

by Shahed Latif
wondered. Bul Neela,

the
youngest of the five children
was different from the others
«and it seemed she was eager to
talk about her father but she

to another room. Suddenly I
looked at my watch and saw
that is was four o'clock in the

1 replied. Very well it is your
headache | just gave you my
While | was returning back |

........

mystery will never be solved.
But | still want to help. Meet me
al the bus station tomorrow.

I hope you get this letter in
time

Neela.
At 6:30 am the bus

lmmﬂ:lngl‘prﬂmlawham

supposed to come to help me
solve the behind her fa-
ther's death. She smiled at me
as she stepped out of the bus
but she was a bit nervous and
preoccupied about

S0 | asked her how her

had been and she just nodded
her head. During the whole
journey she kept quiet and
seemed to be lost in her own
thoughts. To break the silence |
asked why her mother had not
come. “Why doesn’t she want to

saw my servant running lo-

w me he
as any-
thing happened to you? Why
did not you inform us where
you were going? All | sald was
that | wanted to be alone. He
said there was a letter for me
from this Neela. | was

and asked if anyone had
opened it, he said no. It read
like this: :

Mr Shahed,
I just can’t stay here any-
more. My own brothers and

wiards me. When &lﬁ?
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know who killed her husband?"
| asked. - 4

"1 don’t know, don’t ask me
any questions”, she said. After
we reached the rest-house
Neela changed her dress and
took her bath. At 8:30 she came
down for breakfast. | was wait-
ing for her and | was trying to
figure out a letter which had 1
found at the gate saying "don't
go any further, you will get
yoursell killed if you try to
cross your Hmits."

As | saw Neela coming | kept
the letter away and asked her
how she was feeling? | told her
to take some rest and that we
could talk in the evening. She
said nothing but just nodded
her head. When | left for the DC
office I told the guards to keep a
watch carefully on the house to
see that no one enters and no
mcgetauutunu]lrﬂu_m.m
the DC office-1 had a long chat
with the DC who was my
friend, | showed him the letter
that | had received.

To be continued
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Corn Flakes, Butter,

LL of us are guite fami-

liar with the name Rolls

Royce. Yes. it is the
most fabulous car in the world.
The word 'ROYAL' can easily be
associated with this automobile.
Royal it is in appearance, price
and tradition. To start the story
of Rolls Royce we have to go
back to the year 1904, That
year two English gentlemen
named Charles Stewart. Rolls &
Henry Royce decided to market
the best car in the world. Their
dream did materialise and the
next is history.

Rolls Royce became the most
popular, well known, aristo
cratic car. It first appeared in
the market in 1906. The first
buyer was E Singer. The name
will seemn rather familiar as this
Singer was the owner of the
world famous Singer sewing

oyce

One day just before going to the
market to buy some dally com-
modities his bank called and
informed him that he has be-
come a millionaire. In his
shopping list he added the
name ‘Rolls Royce and afier-
wards the list jooked like this
“Razor Blade. Corn flakes,
Butier. Bread. Rolls Rovce”
Authority has spent a huge sum
behind the advertisement of
Rolls Royre. Hitherto the most
graph was taken for Rolls Royce
in 1975. The sign which repre-
sents this magnificent automo-
bile is a flying fairy along with
the famous (RR) monogram.

By the way there are two
Rolls Royce of the 20's and 30's
are owned by two businessman
in Bangladesh. One is a 20 H?
of 1924 owned by A M Bhai -
This car once belonged to the

machine company. The first to

the

Rolls among
princely persons was Tsar
Nicholas 11 of Russia. He bought
two “Silver Ghost' and ordered
another. But before he could
ride in the new Rolls he was

buy Lhe

overthrown in the Bolshevik
revolution. The other two are
still in display in the museum of
Moscow. Even VI Lenin the fa-
mous leader of the Russian
revolution had a passion for
Rolls Royce.

Buying a Rolls was a matter
of statys among the Indian
Maharajahs. The Rolls buying
mania which started in the late
‘208 lasted for another 40 years.
Nizam of Hydarabad had gold
made curtains in his Rolls,
Maharajahs of Patial spent a
fortune behind his Rolls. His
car was beautifully decorated
with priceless emeralds.
Famous diamond businessman
Auto Openheim's Rolls was
called 'Black Diamond'. This car
had a secret compartment. The
position of this compartment
was known only to the Engineer
and the owner. In this com-
partment Auto used to take
millions and millions of dollars
worth of diamonds to the mar-
ket., Famous Singer John
Lennon had a Rolls with the fa-
cilities of a bed. The Shah of
Iran had all the models of Rolls
Royce from Silver Gheost to
Silver Shadow. Actor Michael
Caine bought a Rolls before he
even learned to drive properly.

1

Moharajah of Dinajpur: The
other car owned by a busi-
nessman of Chittagong is a
Phantom [ of the 30's. The
highest number of Reolls is
owned By a4 company in
Scotland. Rolls: Royce repre-
senits the sophisticated taste of
the English.

Then in 1984 an innovation
was made to the lock system of
the Rolls Royce Silver Spirit.
This lock system was used by
the Pharaohs of Egypt 4.000
years ago. With some alterna-
tions this has become the lock
of the Siiver Spirit. in-the his-
tory of Rolls Royce the biggest
car was bought by the Sultan of
Brunei. The car is 20 ft & 6
inches in length. This car has 6
seats airconditioner, colour TV,
cassetie recorder with graphic
equaliser, two way communica-
tion system etc. Rolls Royce has
speciality of course. All the en-

gines are carefully hand made.

The appeal of Rolls Royce
will never fade away. As long
there are people with taste and
money the demand ol this par-
ticular car will keep on going
up. Oh! by the way one Rolls
Royce costs approximately
£1.00000. Well, if you have any
intention of owning a Rolls
Royce then better start collect-
ing money. Who knows one day
may be you will gather the re-
quired amount to buy the most
exclusive car in the world.

to Dhaka, the great

member of parliament
Ahmad Ilias of Komolganj
invited me to a luncheon at the
Sangsad Bhaban with disting-
uished editors and writers as
well as prominent business-
man.
In the sumptuous dining

and one of these days I'm going
to die.” The room become silent.
I want to know is there an after
life ?

I couldn’t be sure whether he
was my leg or not, then |

pulling
, sensed that the question was

indeed serious and weighed on
Ilias, “ I said, * I believe in
the promises of Quran. But

“there is also the evidence of
intelligence and common

sense,

Then | told the others, a
parable about a prenatal baby
tucked beneath his mothers’
loving heart. “ Suppose,” | said,
" Sompeone come to this unborn
baby and said, “ you cannot
stay here long, in a few months
time you will be born, or as you,

may think of it, die out of your |

present state.
. " The baby might stubbornh,
say, " | don't want to leave here,

I'm warm, loved and happy. |-

don’t want to be what you call
born, or what I call die, out of
this place.”

* But he is born. He does die
out of hie present life. And

what does he find? He feels be-

neath him strong, arms.
He looks up it a beau face,
tender with love. The face of his

th
mother. He is welcomed, cared
for, and says, "How foolish |
was. This is a wonderful place
to which I have come."” i
“Then he on to enjoy

sze a fte‘; eZth

NE when | was on a visit

the delights of childhood. He
grows into youth with its ex-
citement and romance. The
years pass, with the strength of
manhood, the achievement of
middle age; the joy and wonder
of life. Then he becomes an old
man. Someone says, “you are
going to die, or, as we call, it, be
born out of this place into an-
other.”

“ And he might remonstrate :
* But | don't want to die, I have
my loved ones here. I love this
world— the dawn and sunset,
the moon, the . 1 like
the warmth of the fire on my
face when cold weather comes,
and to hear the crunch of dry
leaves when winter comes. |
don’t want to leave this world. |
don't want to die.’ :

Is God, the creator. sud-

denly going to change his na-
ture ? Can we not assume that

he will once again feel loving

arms benealth him, and once

ain look up into a
than that first face he saw so

ago ? '

* Won't he soon be exclaim-
ing. * Why, this is wonderful!
Here | want to remain forever"?
" Does this not make sense?
I concluded, a deep silence
hung ovér the table : several of

the company appeared to be
moved

“ IHas sighed. "It does indeed
make sense.” he said. “I will
never forget that parable. It has
helped me answer a question
that has haunted me for years.
* Suddenly his imood changes, *
Do you think I will like it ove
there 7 -

* Of course, for it will be ex-
citing.” .

* What will 1 do there ? he
asked with a grin,

“ Perhaps do politics again!”
A laugh went around the lun-
cheon table.

lamb.

Bet You
Didn't Know:

— that when a bee stings, it
releases 'an alarm scent that at-
tracts other bees nearby to join
in the attack.

— that moths and butterflies
have taste sensors on their feet
which are sensitive to water, salt
or sugar, (I think I'l try eating
those horrible vegetables with

my feet. They might taste better.)
— that our brains are dying

from the very day! we are born. |

Everyday hundreds of neurons
die and are never replaced.

— that although human ba-
bies are born without teeth,
Julins  Ceasor, Napoleon
Bonaparte and King Richard Il
of England are reputed to have
had a single tooth at birth.

— that electrical activity in

the brain is great enough to

power a 10 watt light bulb. (Next
time there's a power failure, try
'using your head.)

— that the blue what's low-
frequency calls are the loudest
sounds made by any living crea-
ture.
— that when life evolved on
Earth 3500 million years ago,
there was no Oxygen in the air.
The oxygen now t is the
product of photosynthesis by
plants which have lived since
then. Destroy all the forests in

the world and life, as we know it.
shall cease to exdst.

Compiled by Adeeb

Knock, knock.
Who's there?
Alex,

Alex who?

Alexplain later, just open the
door. e

* * *

Customer: Is that meat in _

the window dear?
Butcher: It's not deer, it's

* x %

STAR PROFILD

Name — Robert Plant (Vocalist of Led Zepellin)

Age- 45 yrs
Marital status — married

Did you know that:




