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Benazir Bhutto (R), co-chairperso
Lahore with her ally Hamid Nasir Chattha (L) whose party secured six seats.

n of the Pakistan People's Part}'-{FPFJ. talking yesterday in

—AFP pheto

A trend towards 2-party system

From M J Zahedi Special to The Daily Star .

KARACHI, Oct B: The people
have spoken, Rather, they have
mumbiled. As widely predicted,
none of the two major parties
has been able to gain a simple
majority of the 200 National
Assembly general seats whose
resylts have been announced.

Total seats in the NA are 207
Muslim seats and 10 non-
Muslim seats. Of these 211
were contested on October 6.
One candidate had been re-

seat). Elections were, however,
held in the 10 minorities’ seats
but announcement of their re-
sults will take time as ballot
papers have to be gathered from
all over the country for each
seat. One Parsi candidate was

returned unopposed.
News Analysis

Based on the available re-
sults it will be a safe bet that
Pakistan Peoples Party is poised
to form the new government
which, according to the an-
nounced schedule, should be in
place on October 19, the day
the newly-elected members will

itself will be called to session on

October 15 when the members

will take oath. October 16 and

17 will be devoted to electing

the Speaker and the Deputy
er.

The Peoples Party has
emerged as the largest single
party with 86 seats. with a lead
of 14 seats over Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz Group.
The PPP has thus improved
upon its performance in 1990
and almost repeated the sce-
nario of 1988.

But will the 1988 scenario
be re-enacted in full? At first
sight, that looks like a safe bet.
In that case three national

‘Sharif, Benazir fight a
do-or-die battle today

LAHORE, Oct B8: Rivals
Nawaz Sharif and Benazir
Bhutto girded for a do-or-die
battle in tomorrow's showdown
provincial elections here today,
as a southern party announced
it had thrown its weight behind
Sharif.

Both former premiers have
claimed here they can muster
the numbers to form a govern-
ment at the centre after
Wednesday's polls which gave
Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) an 86-72 edge over
Sharif's Pakistan Muslim
League (PML).

But a- beleaguered Bhutto
called the political equation un-
tenable unless she could hold
the Punjab.

"l lost the government in
1990 because Punjab was not
with me, Nawaz Sharif lost it
when Punjab went out of his
hands.” she told AFP here.

Bhutto got only two hours
sleep Thursday night, staying
instead glued to the telephone
talking with allies, lambasting
losing candidates and mobilts-
ing all resources for the final
battle, party sources said. As
Bhutto worked, Sharif made an
unannounced dash by plane to
the capital, Islamabad,®where
the official APP news agency
said he had met with interim
President Wasim Sajjad and for
an hour with powerful Army
Chief of Staff General Abdul
Waheed to discuss the "post
election scenario.”

He returned to Lahore right
after the :

Theré was no immediate
word on the contents of the

talks, but newspapers have

4 Called the post-national election
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Saifur on WB-IMF meet

Rich states blamed
for slow growth
of global economy

By Staff Correspondent

The developed countries we-
re severely criticised for their
economic mismanagement re-
sulting in a persistent recession
and the consequent slow growth

of the global economy, at the

recently concluded World Bank
and International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Board of Governors
meeting in Washington.

This was disclosed by Finan-
ce Minister M Saifur Rahman at
a press conference at the Sec-
retariat yesterday. The minister
returned home Thursday from a
fortnight-long visit to the
Bahamas, where he attended
the Commonwealth Finance
Ministers' conference, and to
the United States.

On the domestic front,
Rahman talked about the need
to expedite the structural ad-
justment programme and the

corresponding need to have a
targeted safety-net in place for
the people likely to be affected
during the privatisation, sub-
sidy withdrawal and employee
ratigpnalisation drive. He also
emphasised the importance of
human resource development
and poverty alleviation pro-
grammes.-

He expressed his concern at
the slow rate of investment
while blaming both the banks
for being reluctant to lend and
the investors for failing to come
up with viable projects to fund.
;  The World Bank. he said. is
likely to restart conditional
lending to the power and gas
sectors while funding formali-
ties for the Jamuna Bridge and
the Jute Sector Restructuring
Project (JSRP) would also be fi-

See Page 12 Col 5

BIDS to help finalise
Fourth FYP document

By Inam Ahmed

The t has decided
to involve the Bangladesh
Institute of Development Stu-
dies (BIDS) in formulating the
Fourth Five-Year Plan (FFYP)
document because it feels that
the Planriing Commission is not
competent enough to do it
alone,

*However, Commi-
ssion officials feel that the
decision is ou and the
grounds proffered are also
flimsy since the past five-year
plans were all formulated by the

w'lm- v :

decision, the revised FFYP doc-
ument would be finalised by
both the Planning Commission
and the BIDS. The members of
the commission would judge the
quality of both the documents,
and the one deemed the best
would be approved and printed.
Although tHe FFYP is now in
its third year the government
could not yet finalise it. Sources
said the establishment of a
democratic gevernment in 1991
necesasitated the adoption of
new development strategies and
perspectives which delayed the
Sec Mage 12 Ceol 3
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The Awami League brought out a torch procession in the city yesterday in support of tomorrow's

— Star photo

Miian—Zafar ‘cold war' threatens JP

A cold war between two
former prime ministers has
jeopardised the future of of the
Jatiya Party once again. party
insiders said.

Kazi Zafar Ahmed who just
returned from Bangkok after a
prolonged medical treatment.

the present JP leader-

for towing the Awami

(AL) ine and suggested
separate action programmes.
He also questioned the perfor-
mance of the present acting
party chiefl Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, and the political
strength the JP had gained so

far,
Kazi Jafar replaced Mizan
Chowdhury as minister

and served until President H M
Ershad's fall en December 6,

Star Report

“If this ‘cold war crontinues
the party will witness another
split.” a senior party leader Loid
The Dailly Star on condition of
anonymuty.

Earlier, the party [aced simi-
lar crisis with the dramatic exit
of former Speaker Shamsul
Huda Chowdbhury and his as-
sOCiates.

Mizan Chowdhury and his
associates said that October 10
hartal was a parallel pro-

with the AL and even if
the Jamaat-e-ialami had called
for anti-government agitations,
JP should also consider similar
programines.

But Kazl Zafar, Dr’ Fazle
Rabbi and a number of other
leaders said that such pro-
grammes would increase de:

UNITED NATIONS, Oct B:
Bosnian President Alija [zetbe-
govic on Thursday denounced
the United Nations' failure of

said the Jatest peace
forced on us® was -
cause it was based on ethnic
partition and “secks to satisfy
the aggressor's appetite for an
inequitably larger share at the
expense of the victim.”

Before it could be bie,
lzetbegovic said, the peace plan
ne'oulmds‘g Lord Owen and
Thorvaild must as a

¢ minimum meet four conditions

— The Bosnian republic
within the union of republics

envisioned by the must be
cally. politically and socially
— Territories in which civil

“The party should show its
strength to gain popular sup-
porl.” one leader who
Sunday's hartal call told the
Joint meeting of the presidium
and the working committee.

The source said that Kaz
Zafar Ahmed has been
for a long time to bring former
first lady’ Roushan Ershad, to
politics as party chief. He has a
good contact with Roushan, the
source added.

But Mizan Chowdhury main-
tained a regular correspondence
with jailed party Chairman
Ershad and so far to
convince him that the "party s
on the right track.”

Ershad was learned to be
'unwilling' to let Roushan enter
direct politics. i

AL calls 8-hr
hartal

fomorrow

By Staff Correspondent
The Awami (AL} has
called a country eight-hour

hartal from 6 am to 2 pm to- 4|

MOITOW.,
The hartal was called for re-
peal of the Indemnity

Ordinance, trial of the killers of

drawal of false cases and re-

h“"]‘lﬁm‘* m“:-

tion in the prices of agricuit
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College student

shot dead
_1n city
By DMCH Correspondent

A college student was shot
dead in the city’s north Shahja-
hanpur area yesterday after-

:

istiakuddin Ahmed Chisty,
17. was hit by a bullet in his

Council for
Bosnia by
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40 feared

drowned

in launch
capsize

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 8: More than
40 persons are feared dead in a
launch capsize which occurred
around 7.30 in the morning
near Bhola's Char Zahiruddin.

Twenty-seven bodies have
been recovered till the time of
filing this report at 10 pm. Of
the recovered bodies. two were
males. nine females and [6
children. Twenty more are fea-
red missing. Full scale salvage
operations are continuing under
the supervision of the DC and
SP of Bhola.

The launch M L Kazi, a small
engine driven passenger craft
was proceeding from Bhola's
Char Tamijuddin when at one
stage its engines failed near
Char Zahiruddin. Shortly the
vessel was caught in a torrent
of current and capsized.

The launch was overloaded
at three times its capacity with

160 passengers on board,

Milam tells Khaleda

Govt's economic
steps yielding
good results

The outgoing US Amba-
ssador William B. Milam
yesterday expressed his firm
belief that the continued pur-
suit of the present government s
economic plans and pro-
grammes for developmerrt
would help Bangladesh get out
of the clutches of poverty and
underdevelopment. reporis
BSS.

The US Ambassador said
this while making a farewell call
on Prime Minister Begum

The ambassador said the
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agitation this winter | Hasina returns
: By Asiuzzaman tO'da
. The coming winter promises said adding that the winter Y
to be warm politically with most  session of Parliament would Awami League chief and
oppesition parties planning also be quite stormy. Leader of the Oppeosition in par-
major anti-fundamentalism and The AL has already called a | liament Sheikh Hasina returns
anti-government agitations, op- hartal on tomorrow on the | home today from Singapore
position sources said. above issues and also its de- | after having treatment there,
Awami League chief and mand for repeal of the | reports BSS.
Leader of the Opposition in  Indemnity bill. The Jatiya Party, Sheikh Hasina: went to
Parliament Sheikh Hasina is too, has called for a hartal on | Singapore on September 19 for
due to return ' today _ from the same day demanding | treatment. She was under con-
' Singapore after medical treat-  restoration of the Upazila sys- | stant treatment of the physi-
ment. She is expected to hold ° tem, mid-tefm elections under a | clans of the National
talks with like-minded parties caretaker t and an | University Hospital.
to draw up a series of action end to harassment. A The Awami League chief vis-
an AL source said. number of political parties have | ited eminent artist Hashem
Fundamentalist or religion- also supported both the hartal | Khan at the Singapore National
based politics, alleged govern-  calls. L University Hospital where the
ment corruption, and a continu- The planned course of ac- | artist is under treatment.
ing te of violence country- tions by the opposition parties Sheikh Hasina stayed by the
wide would be the major targets  include a series of hartals, mass | side of the ailing artist and en-
of the agitation programmes, he Sec Page 12 Col 4 quired about his treatment.
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(34> China National Textile Machinery Import & Export 5:: |
4+ Corporation and China National Constructional & 3
::: Agricultural Machinery Import & Export Corporation are 3332
::: pleased to announce to appoint ERBA LTD. as their Agent :::
::: to market Textile Machinery and spare parts for the 34
E:E territory of Bangladeésh. :E:
1 0.0
::: ERBA's full fledged Textile Marketing Division can assist :::
H{3{ you in making feasibility studies, preparatfon of loan 313
+{3{ application, advising machinery regarding BMR&E. Our 1343
::: technical team would visit you just on a telephone ring. :::
{3 Spot ‘decision/advice regarding machinery, rm’;mum ]
::: spare parts, etc. would be given during visit to ‘mill. :E:
8.0 o®e
:E: For further enquiry you may kindly contact COMMERCIAL :::
::: and TEXTILE division. :::
see | ses
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::E Jattya Scout Bhaban (11th floor) :::
el 70/ 1, Inner Circular Road, Kakrail, Dhaka. : :-:
3L Phone: 835071-2. 4100656-8, Fax: 835335, Tix 3 642659 ERBA BJ sge
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