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Restoring Jerusalem's Dome to its Golden Glitter | State TV vs. Star TV
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Mushim in this Holy DD, the
: rmlmumm Michael Jansen writes from Jerusalem C“Lumhﬂ!h:: i “,'f,, India’s stod e folevialon ; et gan deserting gob-
Mmafhm"'m Ancient craftsmen who built The *Dome of the Rook", the third holiest mosque in the Muslim world and 1008y ¢ setetan: 5 tuemrs aow ¢ | of the airwaves. Mahesh U""d of Infer: T STAR
was covered in lead sheeting. In  probably Islam's most beautiful building, created a shrine that stood for hundreds of years. Thirty years ago  est  places: Makkah and Pm:Scrumerc New Delhi popular US
the 1960s it was covered in  modem builders had a go at restoring it, but now it needs more work. GEMINI NEWS SERVICE reports on r‘“‘mr“":""
Sutinitivs golion coseus fwas e intemational effort to restore the mosque to its former glory. grandfather, Sherif Hussein,
undoubtedly beautiful, but the [mmlll:'hklhdurluthel-lnuu
m ':w ;rl:t:jlmrhn: of Saud's conquest of Arabia.
shrine from the elements be- During the 1891 Gulf War King
uuulheyhuihdhﬂ:ht Hussein reasserted his claim to

the delicately carved
cellings of the interior of the

the moment, covered in
tion material. the dome
white against the sky-
of the Holy City. Soon it will
covered with gold plated
. When the work is com-
in early 1994, the cupola
Dome of the Rock on
's acropolis will, for
time in its 13 centuries
| ory, be decorated with
pure gold.
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He did not want the tradi-
tional lead dome. however. be
cause the people of Jerusalem
and Muslims the world over had
come to expect a golden dome
and would no longer be satisfied
with black lead. "It has been
gold for thirty years now... ev-
erybody knows what this dome
stands for," he said.

By making this dome unique

and easily recognised. Muslims
have reasserted their claim to

this holy place, a claim con-
tested by radical messianic
Jews who seek to raze the
mosques on this site and build
a Third Temple. Their reasoning
is that the site is also the loca-
tion of the First Temple of King
Solomon destroyed in 586 BC
and the Second Temple of King
Herod destroyed in 70 AD.

The Dome of the Rock, or

Qubbat al-Sakhra. is an octago-

EVAN..

. wmu: : lHi

P

Jordan's King Hussmn is paymg for repairing The Dome nttha Rock, Islam 8 third

‘holiest shrine

rock venerated by Muslims as
the place from which the
Prophet Muhammad (SM) as-
cended to heaven during his
mystical pilgrimage to

The site was chosen for
Muslim worship by the second
Caliph Omar in 638 AD when
he conquered the Holy City. The
Caliph went to the highest point
in the walled city, which was
then covered with municipal
debris, and ordered the old
Herodian platform round the
rock to be uncovered and a
mosque to be built upon it.

The Dome of the Rock is
often called the Mosque of
Omar, but it was actually built
by the ninth Caliph Abdel Malik
about 50 years after Omar's
time, between.685 and G91.

Muslim ruler of Jerusalem —
and a number of distant
Muslim potentates — have re-

_paired or renovated the shrine

in order to lay claim to good
works and inscribe their names
over the many gates of the sa-
cred compound. which houses
the Dome of the Rock, the rect-
angular al-Agsa mosque and
other smaller shrines. The
shrine is said to have known its
greatest glory in the 16th cen-
tuty after-extensive renovations
by the Otteman Caliph
Suleiman the Magnificent.

. The work done during the
1960s was meant to repair the
ravages of time on Suleiman's
building. It was a cooperative
effort under the direction of

Egypt. partly financed by Saudi
Arabia, to which the King ef

and the Ehl.h nflrinmtht
distinctive blue, gold and white
tiles for its outer walls and dar-
pets. Said Awad, the 1967 war

disrupted these renovations be-
cause, he asserted, “The .

Egyptians would have ruined
the site." He said "This was the
only good consequence of 1967
when Israel occupied and an-
nexed the Holy City.

TI:: 3.8 million-pound cost
of the present project is
borne solely by King Huuunbeuz
Jordan, who sold a

residence in Britain to raise the
money. Saudi King Fahd, the
"Guardian of the Two Holy
Places”, Makkah and Madinah,
contested King Hussein's right
to finance the work, but
Jerusalem's religious trust, the
waqf. auppurted Hussein's
claim to

the custodianship of holy cl-
ties, styling himself "Sherif of
Makkah" because of Saudi
sponsorship of the United
States-led assault on Islamic
and Arab Iraq. Relations be-
tween Jordan and Saudi Arabla
remain distant and cool. The
present renovations are being
carried out by Mivan. a contrac-
tor from Narthern Ireland.
There are eight Irish engineers
now working at the site, the ma-
jority from the north of Ireland
two specialist firms
from Dublin in the Republic of
Ireland are also involved.

Patrick O’'Hare, Mivan's pro-

ject manager. and several of his
colicagues have a distinguished
history of international projects,
including the restoration of the
Qadamain mosque and
Ghalayni shrines in Baghdad.,
restoration of the Admiral's
Tower in Gibraltar, work on the
EureDisney complex in France,
and on a more mundane plane,
construction of the flyover on
Palestine street In central
Baghdad. Mivan is also due to
commence work in Gaza on a
232-bed hospital for the United
Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees.

Awad Is pleased with the
work of the irtsh engineers be-
cause they are "emotionally
committed” to the restoration of
the Dome of the.Rock. It is a
labour of love undertaken by
two peoples from two distant
lands, a labour dedicated to the
greater glory of the God they
8 _

Michael Jansen was bormn in
the US. She lves in , and
haammmdﬂwlfﬂdhlu.ﬂﬁr

AKING up to full im-
pact of an Invasion

from the sky. India's
state-run television has finally
joined the battle against inter-
national satellite broadcasters.
But even before launch. the
five new satellite channels of
the state-run 'Doordarshan’
(DD) network are crippled by le-
gal wrangles, and critics warn
that a competing flood of enter-
tainment will turn India's mid-
dle-class into couch
For the first time., DD H

lowed private producers time on
its new channels launched on

.'i.u‘. 15. India's Independence

Bumad off the country's lat-
est multi-purpose satellite,
Indian television hopes to lure
viewers back from the foreign
networks with irresistible sub-
stitutes to its usual dull fare.

Over the past year, the Hong
Kong-based multi-channel
STAR TV has made a big dent in
DD viewership, capturing an
estimated 25 million viewing
households all over the sub-
continent.

one of India’s best-known iele-
vision producers: "Once they
really open it up (to private pro-

ducers) it will wipe out STAR

v~

Indeed, producers are al-
ready excited by DD's open-
skies policy where programmes
will be telecast without clear-
ance from the powers that be as
al present. Says Roy: "In terms
of production talent we are al-
most a developed country, very

unlike a country.”
With more than 529

transmitters and reaching out
to more than B0 percent of
India's roughly 880 million
people, the three-decade-old
network is the world's Iarqut

Its estimated last year
was pegged at more than US §
100 milljpn from commercial
sponsors, about 95 per cent of
the total spent by advertisers on
television

But this already reflects a
dent made on DD's revenues by
STAR TV, which ended DD's
monopoly early last year. Indian
viewers were soon switching to
Zee TV, a channel of popular

what is aired, he asks, how can
it expect small operators to
weed out the undesirable from
the desirable?

Apart from such dilemmas,

DD has also been unable to de-

cide on how private producers -
can bid for time on its new
channels.

served basis for allotting slots

Its first-come first-

has been contested in the

Meanwhile, the deluge from
satellite television has

nal building erected wver the Since then ncar!:-.r every Morocco contributed carpets Hindi entertainment beamed off fears that India will suffer

be the guardian of - many years. _ I But, declares Prannoy Roy.

e Itlhmug; ST'LAR' s Asiasal satel- lllﬂﬂln.th and psychological prob-
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9th September following a Nitya, Gopal and A survey in January, quofed Social scientists and educa-

iliness. She had been Neighbours in the Daily Telegraph, revealed tionists warn the new genera-

3.3 million Indian homes were
booked to STAR and Zee's en-
tertainment channels including
MTV. the sports channel and

in a bed state of health for guite
some time and for the last six
mnnthn-hehadbamcﬂuﬂlly

ill. 1 along with my wife visited

In the last three or four
years, everytime | called on
Basanti Dee | found her busy

A Thespian Not Meant for a Surrender

b GAMunun
hummm&uyﬁw y?_.._._ ﬂmllEW$$n: BBC television which is also in book sales in urban areas
in Dbhanmandi, the last one . his y forfh: Itﬂmﬂhyﬂ:ﬂoql{wnep and US serials are the topic of
of-days be- lending his helping hand work, conversation in student cafes

rE.-
quired and the little girl Nitya
keeping her company. Gopal
was the driver of Dr Guha
Thakurata. loyal and
devoted to his master, Gopal
en unreserved trust and
affection of Dr.

Between June 1992 and
February 1993, subscriptions to
STAR TV had more than dou-
bled in the four Indian metro-
polises of Calcutta, Bangalore,
Bombay and Delhi.

As commercial sponsors be-

fore sh€ "was transferred 1o
Calcutta for further treatment. |
came to know f[rom family
sources that her chances of
survival were very slim.

Basanti Guha Thakurata's
death is certainly' a wvery

Amtmlybﬂm
that satellite TV has reached
four percent of India's half a
million villages where the

Engﬂ-hw-up-lrtthe
most popular,

shocking news for many in our
society and more so for people
like me who had the privilege of
knowing Basanti Dee and her
ilTustrious husbang Dr.
Jyotirmoy Guha Thakurata in:
timately since long. Dr. Guha
Thakurata was ‘my teacher at

Profile of.a Gymnast and Dramatist

Mohammad Abdul Latif

by Mohammad Amjad Honnin

the Dhaka University in the
early fifties. Soon after my ac- ha“:_m ﬂ;:n;{:{hhﬂtya m YWRIGHT of five Bangla
quaintance with Dr, Guha boruraughjurm. Omar Hayat a.nlwd Drl dramas mdmmm

Thakurata he literally cast a
spell on me through all that he
stood for — profundity of
knowledge, an unfailing sense
of humour, a deep-rooted igter-
est in cultural and literary ac-
tivism and, above; all his abso-
lutely unforgettable smiles and

a humanistic approach to all is- .
sues. Dr Jyolirmoy Guha Basanti Guha Thakurata - easily won a hn;t of friends and | g rniture manufacturing firm,
Thakirats Was A real Licaria: speaking as chief guest at a Basunit Gulw ihakurata with noted Indian writer Shiv Narayan Chakravarty. among othgrs. at her ~ 8dmirers in her residential | worked in Food Rationing
tion of his name. At that tine. I city cultural function. residence. : ' compound. Dr. Sirajul Islam e

cannot help recollecting, an-
other young teacher in the
English department, through

and sometimes very long, con-
tinued till 1 last saw Basanti
Dee at the Hospital. My

highly educated lady and was
the Headmistress of a girls’ high
school in Gandaria. el

s

Forlorn and prematurely
widowed with a minor child in
her care, Basanti Dee looked a

years. Her respect for duty and
a sense of belonging to the

school was so great that in

Dee told me about Nitya, | could
feel that this little girl had be-
come her source of delight in
her old age. With her natural
ability to befriend people, she

Choudhury and his late wife
Nazma Jesmin Choudhury were
intensely intimate with her.
They also used to live in the

his extraordinary talents in the association with this family  visited the Guha Thakuratas I potential weed to be tossed 1971 when even Muslim women  game premise. :
variegated flelds of literature lasted for over forty years. felt. on my way back home, that about and “cast away by the hardly dared to venture out, When [ heard Dr. Shariful
and culture, played magic upon When | visited Basanti Dee | was returning a richer pérson  hostile wind blowing across the Basanti . @ Hindu woman  Alam and his wife Arzoo who

me. This was Professor Munir

at Enayet Hospital, | noticed a

emotionally and intellectually.

country at the time. But this

and the widow of a muYtdered

are intimate with me and resi-

ul Lnuf once a glittering
star in the cultural horizon, has
gone into oblivion.

Born in May 1917 in Kus-
htia, Mohammad Abdul Latif,
having passed Matriculation
under Calcutta University in
1939, began his career in a

.....

Choudhury. few things strikingly similar be- Dr Guha ThaKurata and weed was a different mettle and intellectual, used to go to the dents of the same campus, ;
The Day I was tween, my first visit and the last. ~ Basanti Dee jointly presented  too sticky to be blown away. school almost regularly only to  speaking in superlative terms Mohisnnad Al
Introduced She looked very much the self- us an immaculate picture of She Mot up a - ensure that the school was be-  about Basanti Dee who was not
It was exactly one evening of Same person — serene, com- what civilised, cultured and fight nE:nitpa]l odds. H . ing properly looked after. This known to them for long, I got dul Latyf (above),
early 1950 or '51, I stumble a posed with a lingering smile in full-living should look like. This, ufdcal aﬁd all her b WU ‘Maniza Rahman Girls’ High confirmation of my view that T as Mr. East Pa-
little over my memory lane, that her face. Inspite of her very se- [ believe, is a very rare example periences have been vividi : School’ and Dr Meghna Guha although Basanti Dee had |[FB* & X % = - & "l kistan in 1953

I went to the residence of Dr.
Guha Thakurata. The house

rious iliness she did not part
with her natural hospitality as

in our society.
A Mute Doer

scribed in her famous book

- ‘Ekatturer Smriti’. ‘At times she

Thakurata are the products of
hér own making. Both have

weathered a dangerously sto- -
‘rmy sea. she had not sur-

was a one-storied building lo- Was evident from her anxious- - been deared by her from infancy = rendered anything on the way.
cated at Larmini Street, Wari. Ness to serve us some tea from Basanti Dee appeared in her _sﬂ‘ﬂ‘:“m?mm the be- o adulmmhy She retained all the faculties
Since my visit was in nse her flask. The only change I saw  full spectrum after the death of h y Iﬂ Dr Meghna, her only daugh- that went into the mﬁm of a
to an informal invitation from Was what age inexorably in- her husband. As the brightest er mgtery ﬂ;““';?h“ and ter — a fledgling prodigy in the great personality that was.

my teacher, I found my Sir flicts on one's person. E; t{';ﬂﬁ;j‘&é‘finﬂu;:l;:ﬁ; :h][ eu “m“ : ;ﬂa;r.g vzgll mlmrmd intellectual and educational  Sqlute to the ian’
Im ptlllﬂ.pll wal - -liln e [

rival. Sir wl.-.lml:ed gtigmm“{ ﬁjrs Cultured, civilised and  Basanti Dee. inspite of her great  her daughter Meghna, but Hllﬂ :;;Ef’; f;:; c::nngl ; H:md We condole Basanti Dee’s
usual smiles and conducted me Full-living gualities, s a lithe over- soalsibited wevy School hcarTﬂHmnns to Iﬂ‘lr . 1 4= ol gvey

showed by her very bright hus- * the proper functioning of Ve ¢ her final departure. It is all the

to a rather ordinary looking
living room made extraordinary
by tasteful but simple decora-

ions with fresh flowers sticking -

.out of a couple of flower vases.
Looking around 1 felt that cul-
tured ‘people can really make

Dr. Jyotirmoy's household
because almost a sanctuary for
many like me, with Basanti Dee
contributing a‘lot for making it
80. Their residence whether lo-
cated at Wari, or Hrishikesh
Das Road or in the University

band. After the brutal and terri-
fying killing of Dr Gula
Thakurata in "71, Basanti Dee
stood on her own,

school ‘Maniza Rahmah Girls’
High School’ in Gandaria of
which she was the founder
Headmistress for over forty

ability and talents as an out-
standing doer — an uncom-
promising lady of action. For
decades she worked tirelessly
for Maniza Rahman Girls’
School which now stands on a
solid footing. She also put up

more painful that she departed
from Calcutta and not from -

Dhaka, her beloved city, in the
country of her origin. She loved
Dhaka so greatly that she re-
fused to leave tl:e city and mi--
grate to Calcutta against all the

department in Calcutla and

lot of a little’. Thig was the first campus had always a distinc- great efforts grooming Meghna  [ngjstences by her rear on Faridpu retired from office
tUme that | was introduced to tive character — not in the who also has come up to be a Hﬂngei:'c:lcu{tm ﬁ.laa l:mﬂll'ltl"lll.:llE ‘ ufmfmmgummu-m of '
Basanti Dee. Dr Guha physical sense but in matters of glowing suceess. irony that ultimatgly she left | Food. Following retirement from

Thakurata's charming wife; vi-

spirit and ambience, The Guha

Basantl Guha Thakurata's

her loved city — never to return.

government service in 1950, he

brant, serene and generous. Thakuratas, elementally outstanding contributions to We are in grief. Grief and | started business as a ration
That day | spent nearly a couple  altruistic, hospitable and the variegated fields of soclal up  sorrow can be a source of real glealer and wholesale cloth mer-
of hours talking, mostly listen- generous, had shared a “ lift, female education an literary baptism. There is a positive | chant. Although he had to take-
ing and often reciting some po- meticulously cultivated taste, a ! pursuits were recongnise by aspect about pain, if we con- up different occupations be-
ems an ending up with about  genuine zest for life, love for many eminent organisationsan sider that most .':r the best | cause of inadequate educational

half an hour at the dining table,

flowers and music and all the

institutions. She was awarded a

things about human life have

background, but he develuppd

The last part of my stay at Sir's  good things of life — not the gold medal for her meritorious their origin in over these years, a in Food - Rationing office at
residence was particularly shape of material possessions. performance in social reform an The mﬂnmﬂp::;fml people | activities in cultural nrena Faridpur, hhdulngl-tl:ll' had
tempting to me. because 1 ate  They had an unalloyed love and female education by Gandaria can serve us great purpose, if | which is evident from his keen availed of the opportunity in
with great relish and spoke a concern for people around Mahfla Samity in 1990. In the we care to use them that way. | Interest in sports and gymna-  establishing a gymnasium at
few words in praise of the bill of them. In their company | same year, Udichi Silpi Gousti, The natlon today is badly in | sium. Abdul Latif had learnt art_

fare, which so greatly delighted

silently received erudition on

Gandaria branch, honoured her

need of examples rather than

and technique of

her that | could clearly feel that matters ranging from literature through another award. In 1991 {nstructions and advice which | from Kushtia Gymnastic Club nasium was opened at
Basanti Dee was very happy ‘and art to social conditions, she received a very prestiglous are suffocatingly pouring in like | and all Bengal Physical Cultural %;.th where physical exer-
playing hostess to me. music and flowers. But they did ‘Kazi Mahbubullah Trust' gold floods. Can we put the Association of Calcutta before . cise was imparted to boys and
Ever since my first visit to Dr not  preach anything. They medal. In 1993, she along with  just left us by Basanti Dee to | partition of India. He was a stu-  girls. Since 1949 he has been
Guha Thakurata's residence, taught by illuminating. through a few other, receive the cov- ‘any purpose? . dent at Kushtia Club associated with Kushtia
my calls on the Guha enlargement of mental horizon. . - " - etable award of Bangladesh Once again our salute to | in 1925 and All Gymnastic Club in various ca-
Thakuratas at intervals some- | must mention here that Huamm (m.‘m Hmkurum with dnughter Dr. Meghna Guha Itithas Parishad for her book Basanti Dee. May her soul rest | Cultural Association in 1943. pacities ranging from instructor

times short, sometimes long

Basanti Dee herself was a

Thakurata and Nitya.

‘Ekatturer Smriti’,

an invalu- -

in peace.

. From 1947-48 while serving



