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'Door still open for Farakka|

DHAKA FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1993

talks, says Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia underscored the need
for immediate discussion with
India to bring about a per-
manent solution to the prob-
lem of of the Ganges
water.

“Bangladesh has not closed
the door for negotiations on the
issue”, she told newsmen at the
Zia International Airport on her
return home yesterday noon
ending a week-long visit to New
York and London.

During her speech at the
48th session of the UN General
Assembly (UNGA), the Prime
Minister raised the Farakka
problem and described the ad-
verse effects on esh due
to the unilateral withdrawal of

By Special Correspondent
Begum Zia said that As regards .raising the

Bangladesh had been siating
every time that it dttachef the
highest priority to resolve the
bilateral problems with its
neighbours through peaceful
negotiations for promoting good
neighbourliness.

Replying to questions, the
Prime Minister said Bangladesh
would think about alternative
steps later if bilateral talks on
the issue with India fail to yleld
any results.

She informed the newsmen
that leaders of many member-
states of the UN had expresaed
concern at the adverse effects
of Farakka in Bangladesh.
“They all supported our cause,”

Farakka issue at the UN,

ssing the immediate need for
réaching a solution
to the problem,” she said,
expressing the hope that mean-
ingful discussions would begin
on the issue.
. Begum Zia pointed out that
had to bear the
brunt of the adverse conse-

i
-

il #

..........

b 2 .

Prime Ministe

St wivirm

ot

1902

.adaﬁnwuacwrdada

L 4

e

rousing reception

e

u t the Zia

International Airport on her return from New York via London after attending the 48th

mnfﬂn UNGA.

World Bank team to review
IWT-3 due October 15

A World Bank mission is
likely to arrive in Dhaka on
October 15 to review the
progress made in fulfilling the
action plans imposed by the
bank as a pre-condition to dis-
bursement of funds for the
Third Inland Water Transport
Project (TWT-3).

According to sources, the
fate of the project would entirely
depend on the recommenda-
tions to be made by the mis-
sion.

Meanwhile, the government

—P1I) photo

"Another lean season (s

., she mentioned say-
“It has not been possible to
reach any agreement until

See Page 12 Col 1

A rousing

reception
at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister - Begum
Khaleda Zia returned
home to a tumultous reception
by her partymen and a mot
crowd after attending the
session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) in
New York.

Thousands of people thro-
nged the Zia International
Airport (ZIA) to greet the Prime
Minister after her six-day visit
to the US and Britain.

Speaking at a public recep-
tion near the VVIP terminal, the
Prime Minister called upon all
irrespective of political affilia-
tion to demand a fair share of
the Ganges water from India.

"We have to unitedly raise
our voice to ensure our fair

£
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. share of water by solving the

Sec Page 12 Col |
Rasiie,

Star Report
is yet to take a final decision on
the action plans. A decision in
this regard is likely to be taken
in the next meeting of the cabi-
net. '

The Ministry of Shipping is
still sticking to its earlier deci-
sion of not accepting all the
conditionalities imposed by the
World Bank. Letters were also
issued to the WB requesting ra-
tionalisation of the condition-
alities.

The World Bank, however,
ruled out the possibility of mak-

ing any change in the action
plans since it felt the actions
were i tive for the Bangla-
desh Inland Water Transport
Corporation (BIWTC) to attain
government signed the De-
velopment Credit  Agreement
(DCA) with all the
actions by the WB.
The action. plans for the

BIWTC, as demanded by the |

WB for disbursement of the
credit, include, organisational
Sece Page 12:Col 7

Ministry decision creates
problem at BRTA

By Nurul Kabir

Uncertainty looms over the
fate of ten out of twenty-two
assisiant directors (ADs) of the
Bangladesh Road Tragpsport
Authority (BRTA). :

These ten officers — all me-
chanical engineers appointed on
an ad hoc basis — who have
been in service for nearly. 44
months now, face the axe fol-
lowing a recent decision of the
Communications Ministry to go
for fresh recruitment in the
posts.

When the Communications
Ministry suggested fresh re-
cruitment through the Public
Service Commission [PSC), the
chief of the BRTA observed that
the jobs of the engineers, who
had already gathered good ex-
perience in their concerned

American wins Nobel

area, should be regularised for
the benefit of the organisation.

The BRTA started operating
all over the country in 1990. Its
responsibilities include the
country's road safety, road
transport control and revenue
collection in this sector.

- The BRTA recruited these
len engineers, graduates . from
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET). as ADs under a
Presidential Order in February
1990.

They were recruited following
examinations organised by a se-
lection commitiee comprising
representatives from the PSC.
the BRTA and the Communi-
cations Ministry.

Scec Page 12 Col 4

Written test for
driving licence
likely

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 7: The
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) is planning to-
introduce a compulsory written
test for people seeking driving
licences of any type of vehicle.

If such a system is intro-
duced. candidates will be re-
quired to face written as well as
oral tests in addition to certifi-
cation of their driving skills,
BRTA sources said.

The BRTA headquarters in
the capital has already invited a
set of fifty questions each from
all the heads of the country's 18
circle offices in order to frame
the modalities and question-
naire for introducing the com-
pulsory written test before issu-

. See Page 12 Col 7

| Indo-Bangla talks

on return of
Chakmas begin

talks on the repatriation of the
Bangladeshi Chakma refugees
in Dhaka yesterday afternoon.

“There has been progress

in
the talks held in a cordial atmo-
," sald Home
e e T
home side at the meeting at the
state guest house., Meghna. He
did not elaborate:

About 29,000 Bangladeshi-
Chakma tribals have been living
in the Indian state of Tripura.
~ "We are continuing talks ...
we'll be meeting again on
Saturday to conclude the de-

See Page 12 Col 8

3 killed, 40 hurt
in road mishap

From Our Corresl')uhdent'

GAZIPUR. Oct 7: Three per-
sons were killed and 40 others
injured in a head-on collision
between two minibuses on the
Dhaka-Mymensingh highway
near the KB Bazar at 12:30 pm
today.

One of the dead was the
driver of one of the minibuses
both*male and aging between
30 and 35, could not be identi-
fled. Bodies of the two unidenti-
fied persons were taken to the
Gazipur Sadar Hospital for au-
topsy. .
Among the injured, 20 per-
sons were admitted to the
Pangu Mospital and the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in se-
rious condition and three were
admitted to the Tongi Hospital.-

Sce Page 12 Col 7

‘Bangladesh should go for
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Pakistan People’s Party co-chairperson Benazir Bhutto smiles as she stands next to a

portrait of her late father Zulfikar Ali Bhutto at Naudero, 17km from Larkana, Pakistan,

yesterday.

— AFP photo

PPP wins 86 seats, PML (N) 72 Jamaat draws blank
Pak elections leave a

hung parliament

- LARKANA., Oct 7: Former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
claimed victory in Pakistan's
third elections in five years today
despite the lack of a clear major-
ity and began wooing smaller
parties (o form a coalition gov-
ermment, report Reuler, BSS, AP.

"We are in contact with the
independent and minority lead-
ers,” Bhutto said from her home
in the village of Naudero In
southern Pakistan. "We are going
to form the next government,
there is no doubt about it.”

Her party won 86 seats in the
217-seat National Assembly
{lower houpel in Wednesday's

All but Murtaza of Bhutto-

general elections, the third in five
years, but falled to attain a ma-
jority. The Pakistan Muslim

(PML) of her arch-rival
and former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil won at least 72
seats.

Support from about 25 inde-
pendent and minority leaders
would be needed to form the next
government, said Kamal Azfar. a
senior official of her Pakistan
People’s Pafty (PPP).

Bhutto told reporters she was
prepared to form a coalition gov-
ernment, but would wait until
after the results of polls for the
crucial four provincial parlia-

family elected

" NAUDERO (Pakistan), Oct 7:
Benazir Bhutto wasn't the

member of her politically presti-

:i'l;.-lhlnph in Pakistan, a cou
a long tradition of family
dynasties, reports AP. =
Ms. Bhutto's husband, mo-
ther, and father- in law also
won parliamentary seats Thurs-
day to help ensure victory for
their liberal Pakistan People's’

. Party.

Ms. Bhutto's brother, Mur-
taza Bhutto, a longtime exile
who is her political rival, was
defeated in his campaign for a

parliamentary seat waged from -

several Middle Eastern coun-
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A few hundred families
dominate politics and business
in Pakistan, an impoverished
nation of 120 million people. No
family 18 fnore prominent than
Ms. Bhutto's, which owns huge
tracts of farmland in the south
and has been a political force
for decades.

Ms. Bhutto's father, Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, was prime minister
from 1971 to 1977, when he
was overthrown by Gen.
Mohammed Zia ul-Haq. Bhutto
was hanged in 1979 on Zia's
orders, _

But the display of family

See Page 12 Col 8
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Several smaller parties, in-
cluding tribal representatives
and Christians, side
mﬂuwhnwmmum
power,

ﬂupoﬂnmw to

m--uhpmm-
hung parliament, depending on
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’oll rosulis at

slance

ISLAMABAD, Oct 7: The fol-
lowing is the final breakdown
of results in 201 seats contested
in the nationwide polls Wed-
nesday, as declared by the
Pakistan Election Commission,

AFP, -
People’s Party
Pakistan Muslim
PML{J) of Nasir Chattha
Pakistan Islamic Front
Islami Jamhoori Mahaz
Pakhtoon Khawa Milli
Awarmni Party of Samad Achakzai
Awami National Party
Muttahida Deeni Mahaz
Jamhoori Watan Party
PKQP, BNM and BNM-H
(One each)

National Democratic Alliance
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Literature Prize

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Oct
7: American novelist and essay-
ist Toni Morrison, cited for writ-
ing prose ‘with the luster of po-
etry, won the 1993 Nobel Prize
in literature Thursday for her
lyrical accounts of the black ex-

rapid industrialisation’

Star Repﬂrt

- Some US ofl and gas com-
panies are close to signing
agreements with the Bang-
ladesh government. This could
ultimately lead to an inflow of

NEWS BRIEFS

One killed, 10 hurt
in Feni road mishap

FENI, Oct 7: A teenaged girl

Alfrica, in 1991; the most recent
American winner was Soviet-
born Joseph Brodsky in 1987,
"I am unendurably happy,"
she sald from Princeton, NJ,
where she has been a professor
of humanities at Princeton

phasis on exports.

"The government and people
have to think and plan ahead
for the next 20 years,” he says
and goes on to add : "I am con-
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