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JHENIDAH
Groups clash
leaves 1 dead,
25 injured

Oct 5: A cow trespassing a
sugarcane field and eating the
crops caused commotion be-
tween two groups of villagers in
Sailakupa thana which left one
killed and at least 25 injured.

reports UNB.

The victim. identified as,
Kamal Hossain (25) succumbed
to injuries when he was hit by a
dao, police said Saturday.

The quarrel between the
groups in village Goyalkhali
started when a cow of one
Barek Sardar ate some sugar-
cane from a field of Daud
Hossain.

At one stage of the alterca-
tion the groups attacked each
other with rods, dao, sticks and
stones.

GAZIPUR |
Tributes paid
- to late poet
Chandra Das

Oct 5: Speakers at a discus-
sion meeting on Friday paid
tributes to poet Gobindra
Chandra Das for his invaluable
contribution in modern Bengali
literature, says BSS.

Held at the office of the
monthly journal "Hawal™ at

Tongi. the discussion was or- -

ganised by Hawal forum in ob-
servance of the 75th death an-
niversary of poet Gobindra Das.

Presided over by eminent

Mizanur Rahman, the
discussion was participated by
Prof. MA Ari, labour leader Kazi
Mozammel Haq., journalist
Ataur Rahman, Prof Z H Mola,
Mahbubur Rahman and
Mahfujur Rahman.

In a resolution the meeting
demanded that two roads under
Gazipur and Tongi Pourashava
be named after ‘Swabhav Kabi"
Gobinda Das as a mark of re-

spect to the poet.
KISHOREGANJ

" Massive boro
cultivation
programme

Oct 5 A massive pro-
gramme has been taken up to
bring over 4.94 lakh hectares of
land under boro cultivation in
five districts of Mymensingh
Agriculture Zone in the current
season, reports UNB.

Of the total land. 4.26 lakh
hectares will be brought under
high ylelding variety including
Paijam and the rest 68,200
hectares under local variety.
Agriculture Extension

t sources said.

About 1,12,800 hectares
have been brought under the
cultivation in Mymensingh,
78 900 hectares in Jamalpur
52.800 hectares in Sherpur,
109.700 hectares in Netrakona
and 1.40,000 heclares in
Kishoreganj districts. official
sources added. .

Bangladesh  Agriculture
Development Corporation
(BADC) has taken up a pro-

to distribute seeds, fer:
tilizers, pesticides and other
necessary agri-inputs among
the farmers at fair prices to
make the programme a success.

It is expected that gver 13.16
lakh metric tons of Boro paddy
will be produced in the five dis.
tricts in the current season

PATUAKHALI

Drive to
kill rats

Oct 5. Ral killing drive began
in the disirict from the last
week of September under the
auspices of the Patuakhali agn-
culture department, feports
BSS.

A discussion meeting was
held at the sadar thana audito-
rium. Mohammad Yahvah
Molla. Deputy Commissioner of
Patuakhall, attended the func-
tion as chief guest. Humayun
Kabir. Sadar Thana Nirbahi
Officer [TNO) and Bahirlal Dhar,
specialist of the agriculture ex-
tension department were among
those who took part in the dis-
cussion. Sadar thana agricul-
ture officer, Didarul [slam,

over the function.

Speakers emphasised on the
elimination of rats which con-
sumed a big share of agricul-
ture produce.

KUSHTIA
Meeting
discusses
Puja celebration

Oct 50 The Kushtia branch

Parishad held a meeting Friday
at Gopinathpw Mandir and dis-
cussed matters reiating to the
celebration of the Puja repeorts

BSS

The was presided
over by Bogt Babu Nanda Gopa
Biswas, Convener of the com-
mifttee.

BARGUNA

Lack of
facilities
hampers

education

Oct 5; Taltali High School in
Sadar thana of the district has
been facing manifold problems
due to s of teachers, ac-
commodation, furniture and
ipadequate science equipment,
reports LUNB.

Education of about 500 stu-
dents of ‘the school is being
hampered due to shortage of
teachers and inadequate num-
ber of books in the library. The
science laboratory housed in a
small room lacks modern
equipment causing untold suf-
fering to the students.

The students of the school
are in need of sports appli-
ances, not to speak of recre-
ational facilities.

There are only 15 teaching
staff including the Headmastef
which is quite inadequate lo
run the school smoothly.

Despite its good academiet
atmosphere the school is un-
able to accommodate the in-
creasing number of students.

NARAIL
Frequent power
failure disrupts
production,
cultivation

Oct 5: Frequent power fail-
ure and load shedding have be-
come a common feature in the
district headquarters and' its
adjoining areas causing im-
mense suffering to the town
dwellers for long, reports UNB.

Local people alleged that not
a single day passes without
power disruption and almost
every night electricity goes off
plunging the entiré town into
darkness giving rise to anti-so-
cial activities.

The production in local mills
and factories and workshops
has also been affected due to
frequent power disruptions.

Besides, frri and aman crop-
fields are also affected due to
frequent power failure. The
farmers are unable to husk
paddy for want of power as
most of rice mills are run by

electricity.

Fluctuations of voltage
causes damage to household
electronic « Most of the

sireets in the disfrict towry e
main under darkness after
sundown as most of the poles
have no bulbs or with fuse
bulbs.

BARISAL

Loan for
unemployed
youths

Oct 5: Barisal district Yuba
Unnayan t disbursed
a loan worth Taka 364 500 un-
der self-employment programme
for unemployed youths in the
district against 23 projects till
June 30 last, reports BSS.

According to an official
source, the loan was disbursed
through the Agrani Bank.

Meanwhile, the bank has re-
covered Taka 81,000 oul of the
matured loan of Taka 1,53.000,
the source added.

JESSORE

Sarbahara
Party activist
arrested, arms

recovered

Oct 5 Kotwall police ar-
rested one person alleged to
have been a member of the
Sarbahara Party from Arabpur
near Jessore town on
Wednesday. reports BSS.

Police also recovered some
arms from his possession and
SOINEe PApPeTS.

A case has been registered.

Police also recovered® one
abandoned locally made pistol
from Barandipara along the
Dhaka road on Wednesday

None was arrested.

NETRAKONA

Discussion
meeting on
post-flood

relief plan

Oct 5 A meeting of the dis-
trict development coordination
commitiee was heid at the con-
ference room of the deputy
commissioner recently, reports
BSS.

The Deputy Commissioner
Dewan Afsar Uddin presided
over the meeting which dis:
cussed matters relating w the
post flood relief and rehabilita-
tion measures particularly in
the ure sector.

District level officers includ-
ing the district agriculture offi-
cer and relief officer attended
the meeting.
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JHI:.NID&H 'lhe erosion of river Gﬂl"dl has devnureql major position of the village Barma 1n

Sailkupa thana of the district. The homeless people have taken shelter in a nearby primary
acho'ul who need relief materials for their survival.
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Diarrhoea
kills five,
attacks 800

SIRAJGANJ, Oet 5:

| Diarrhoea and blood dysentery

claimed five lives and attacked

800 others in four thanas of the
district during the last two .

«<ays. says UNB.

Most of the death occurred

in the villages severely affected
by the erosion of the rivers —

Jamuna and Ichhamati, local

people said.

The victims wete identified
as Ramichha Bewa (60) of
Kandinagar in Kazipur, Osi-
muddin (49) of Alamachhuka
and Ganjer Ali (52) of Gujuria
in Chowhali, Rahela Khatoon
(41} of Chhuta Tayari and Abdul
Momin (9) of Char Khijirpur in
Sadar thana,

- According to local doctors,
consumption of adulterated
food. lack of pure drinking wa-
ter and acute poverty are the
main reasons behind the out-
break of the diseases.

NARAIL, Oct 5: Number of
the landless and unempleyed
people have been increasing

alarmingly in the district, re-
ports UNB.

to official sources,
60 per cent of the total popula-
tion depends on agriculture, 10
per cent on different occupa-
tions and the rest 30 per cent
are unem

Of the farm:ra 60 per cent
are landless, 30 pef cent with a
few acres of land and the rest
10 per cent are landless, said
the source.

Due to recurrent ﬂuudings
and other natural calamities ev-
ery year a large number of peo-
ple become destitute and move
to the thana and district head-
quarters in search of food and
job opportunities.

Many unemployed educated
young people are seeking oppor-
tunities for sell-employment
under various income

generat-
ing projects. But due to poverty

_ The Baily Ftar 9

Destitutes in towns for |
employment, food

they cannot meet the tequire-
ments of such unities.

digtrict due to indiscriminate
use of its roots in brickfields.

The district was famous for
bamboo production a few years
back and about 80 per cent ru-
ral people were dependent on it
for erecting their thatched
houses. But at present due to
its scarcity they are facing seri-
ous problems.

There were thousands of
bamboo clusters in the district
but these are gradually being
vanished due to large scale use
in burning bricks. A medium
size bamboo is sold be-
tween Taka 70 and Taka 100 in
the market. :

Meanwhile, repair and con-
struction of kutcha houses in
the rural areas are being ham-

. pered badly for want of bamboo

and the traditional cottage in-
dustries are facing extinction.

Bank dacmty on rise in absence Commendable health care
of night guards with arms

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Oct 5: Armed da-
coity, plunder and pilferage in
banks of the greater Jessore
region, have been a regular
feature following the absence of
night guards in recent times.

According to a source, no
branch of any bank in the area,
expect a selected few operating
in district headquarters, has
the arrangement for night
guards.

The total number of
branches is more than 200 in-
cluding 78 of Sonali Bank, 55
of Krishi Bank, 48 of Janata
Bank, 44 of Agrani Bank and
15 of Rupali Bank.

The information received
here indicates that the Sonali
Bank uses to to keep the fire
arms under lock and key. after
the banking hours. But in
some branches of this bank
night guards remain on duty
despite introduction of this
practice. The system was re-
verse earlier.

In Agrani Bank, the system
is different and more surprising.
[t has no arrangement of night
guards for any of its branches
located out side district head-

quarters. It has special ar-
rangement only for the
branches in Jessore, Jhenidah,
Magura and Narail.

The Janata bank has no
provision for maintaining armed
night guards for the bank.
Armed guards by the bank are
arranged for day time duty only.

The fire arms. used by
armed guards at different
branches of this bank in the re-
gion, have become quite unus-
able due to lack of proper up-
keep and repair. The manage-
ment is silent to replace them,

it is reported.

A bank source told this cor-
respondent that recently a de-
cision has been taken at a
meeting of the bank officers
and police supers to examine
the physical condition of each
guard by forming a medical
board. The guards who would
be found unfit for the post
would be transferred to other
sections and retired army per-
sonnel would be picked up by
bank’ authority to fill up the va-
cancies thus caused.

In Rupali Bank and Krishi

Bank, the system for appoint-
ment of night guard is inap-

propriate,

It is reported that many of
the branches in the region have
already been looted by breaking
open the volts and lockers.
The want of armed night guard
in bank has led the situation. -

Jessore Rail Bazar, Amtala,
Gonganandapur, Hashimpur
branches of Agrani Bank,
Mohakal, Bashgram branches
of Janata Bank, Kola Bazar,
Harinakundu, Salna

Chowgacha, Shaikpara and
Narikilbaria branches of Sonali
Bank have been ransacked by

miscreants causing losses to
the banks.

There is no dehying the fact
that most branches, set up is
rural areas of this region, are
hostage to outlawed party ac-
tivists and situation is fast dete-
riorating creating law and order
problem for loyal and law-

abiding people.

Armed night guards for all
the branches in the region de-
serve to be arranged on priority

. merical s

basis to protect money and as-
sets of the depositors.

Sharbahara man
held with arms
Kotwali police arrested one

outlawed party activist from

Arabpur near the town on
Wednesday and recovered vari-
eties of weapons from his pos-
session, said a source.

Acting on secret information,
a contingent of police nabbed
Abul Hossain by raiding the
house of Faruk Hossain where
Abul Hossain was hiding to or-
ganise the party in recruiting
new members to increase nu-
for sometime.

Police: source said that
weapons including rifle, knives,
daggers, papers including appﬁ
cation forms for
bership 'to the party and
leaflets were recovered ﬁ-nm
him.

Abul Hossain was the coor-
dinator of the party in this zone,

" police sajd. He is the son of

Zohirul Huq of Chandpura un-
der sadar thana of this district.

% A case has been recorded.

#

Evaluatlon of martyrs needed.

NARAYANGANJ, Oct :
Works Minister Barrister Raﬂ
qul Islam Mia Saturday called
for proper evaluation of the men
of letters who had contributed
to the society by their wisdom.
sacrifice and knowledge to
make the independence of the
country: meaningful. reports
BSS.

He was addressing as chiefl
guest at a publication ceremony
of a book entitled "Shata
bacherer shata bektitya' organ-
ised by National Life Insurance
Company at Ali Ahmed Chunka
Municipal Library here.

The book was edited by Abul
Hossain and Abdul Mannan. a

rhyme composer

Presided over by Principal
Shamsul Huda, the function
was also addressed. among
others, by State Minisier for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum, members of parliament
Khursed Jahan Haq and Advo-
cale Abul Kalam. Dr Shahida
Rafiq, Professor ol applied
physics and electronics and
Moslala Sarwar, a centre Awami
League leader.

Barrister Raflg sald. unless
we recognise and show due re-
spect to the supreme sacrifices
of those sons of the soil who
had shed their blood and em
braced martyrdom for the In
dependence of the country. we
could not raise our heads in the
comity of nations.

He said some political lead
ers were now trying to divide
the nation with some non-is
sues after 22 years of indepen-
dence.

away the vitals of the soclety
and we must all come forward
to get rid of this crisis.

The minister observed the
prime need of the hour was na-
tional consensus to forge unity
among the people for all round
development of the country.

Prof. Jahanara Begum, In

her brief speech, expressed her
thanks to the organisers of the
book.

Khurshed Jahan Hoq, in her
speech, said "we must preserve
the history of the war of libera-
tion and try to follow the ideals
left by the martyrs to build a
happy and prosperous Bang-
ladesh”.

Help overcome problems
in textile sector

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5: State
Minister for Textile Major (Retd)
Abdul Mannan Saturday said
the government had formulated
a proposed |6-point programme
to help implement the recom-
mendations set forth for remov-
ing the existing problems in
lextile sector. reports BSS.

The state minister was
speaking as chief guest at a
seminar on "the 16- pomt devel-
opment programme’ of the tex:
tile sector organised by Chi
ttagong Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (CCI) at the
Chamber Bhaban here.

Presided over by CCCI
President SM Abul Kalam the
seminar was attended, among
othiers, by members of parlia:
mentary standing commitiee on
Textile Ministry Abdur Roul of
Awami League. Shajahan Siraj
of JSD (Shajahan) M Reasat Ali
of Jamaat, and local BNF MP M
Serajul Islam. Secretary, Mi
nistry of Textile A H Mofazzal
Karim was also present,

The standing committee me
mber also briefed the chamber
members on the proposed |6-

point programme.

Mannan said, the past his:
tory of the textile sector has a
rich tradition. This proposed
programme is aimed at revitaliz-
ing the textile sector for restor-
ing the lost glory of textile sec-

tor in the country.
The state minister called

upon the private sector en-
trepreneurs to take initiatives
so that they would supplement
the government efforts.
Another report says: Dete-
metr-
Opolitan police recovered contr-
aband cigarettes worth Taka
twelve lakh from a number of

places at Patenga under port
police station here Saturday.

po Hl?aé on secretl information,

police raided a house and found
ten master carton cigareltes

and arrested one Jahanara Beg-
um in this connection. Sensing

the police appearance some
people kept t eir stocks of

cigareties in near by bushes.

Police searched the bushes
and recovered 25 master car-
tons and 23 mini-cartons ci-
gareites from there

He sairl. terrorism 1s ealing
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EYLHET Km.wall puhm- on 'I“I'm.u-lad:;,ur arrested four kidnappers after an exchange of fire for

helf an hour from Ambarkhana area. The police also rescued four persons and recovered one
303 rifle and some ammunition from the kidnappers.
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Family seeks

profection

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, Oct 5:

Rahman. a leader of Jhenidah
district Jatiya Party living In

are threatened by some quar-
ters,

A group of miscreants kid-
napped Mustafiz's four-year old
girl while she was playing out-
side the house. She was freed

Taka two lakh ransom.

The wife of the leader has
been receiving
threatening her with death un-
less she tells the whereabouts
of her husband.

The miscreants also threat-
ened that her entire family
would be taken hostage if they
seek protection from the police.

For fear of life, she has been
leading a destitute life with her
two children.

Party are reportedly after
Mustafiz sirice the killing of his
brother Haroon in January last.

During the last six months,
miscreants attacked Mustafiz's

house twice.
Police was informed but that
was of no result, the family

'members informed.

Erosion
threatens
town areas

PATUAKHALIl.oct 5: Lohali
river has continued its erosion

along embankment number two .

by the Patuakhali town threat-
ening a large number of houses,
educational institutions, BADC
complex and district council of-
fice building, s [ISS,

Four housces fecl into e
lohalia and several others
were close to the river on

Wednesday .

Traftic
policeman
killed

KHULNA.Oct 5: A traffic po-
liceman was killed and three
people were injured when a
minibus tumled into a roadside
ditch after hitting a rickshaw
near Noomagar in Sonadanga
thana on Khulna-Jessore high-
way Tuesday re s LUNB.

lice said traffic police
Rustam All, 35, who was tiding
on the rickshaw, died on the
spol.

Sertously
puller Abdur (42) and
iwo bus passengers were
rushed to the 250-bed hospital
in the city.

Police seized the bus, but the

driver managed to flee away.

Dhaka feels insecure as they

ghost calls

The
family of engineer Mustafizur

after two days after payment of

The members of Sharbahara '

service for children

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Oct 5: The sec-
ond phase of the child health
care project at Azizulla village
under Tamphat union in
Rangpur sadar thana was con-
cluded on September 27.

A six-member team of Rovers
from Australia. in collaboration
with 52 scouts and
girl guides carried out the work
on child health care in the vil-
lage for two weeks.

The work uded installa-
tion of 91 sanitary latrines,
cnnstnlrtmn nf ZE ll:urrhﬂ !ﬂ—

Commissioner,

OILET,

M Aminul Islam; Divisional
Rajshahi on
September 13 with Afzal
H ssain. Deputy Commissi-
Rangpur in the chair.
The concluding function.
held on September 27 at a

largely attended gathering at
Ragu Primary School ground of
Tamphat union, was presided

over by Abdul Karim Sarker,

Additional Deputy Commissi-
oner, Rangpur while Professor
Md Nurunnabi, Deputy Director
n[ the Hralth [}epartnwnt m

RANGPUR The scouts :‘ll"l‘d roves I‘f H‘ﬂg]ddﬂﬂh and
Australia are dmwmg ihe prﬂ'ﬁ!‘ati}l] &M sahne to a
housewife at village Azizullah of the district during their
two-week-long work on child health care project there

recently.

trines, fielding of seven shallow
tubewells, pucca construction of
15 tubewells platforms and EPI
activities in 373 houses and
distribution of vitamin capsules,
anti-ringworm doses, jodized
salt, vegetable seeds,
construction of dustbines, mo-
tivation for the houses
clean, practical knowledge of
personal hygiene and general
health care, family planning,
dairy and poultry farming.

The team also helped plant-
ing two trees — one for timber
and another fruit-bearing —
each of in 736 house holds of
the village. )

The second phase work of
the project was inaugurated by

Sh

CHANDPUR, Oct 5: Mineral
constituents of soil have shown
a sharp decline indifferent areas
of the district.

According to agricultural ex-
perts, fertility of soil in some ar-
eas has continued to decline
mainly due to artificial method
of cultivation (irrigation). ab-
sence of crop rotation and regu-
lar use of chemical fertilizers.
Experts: who conducted exper-
iments on soil taken from dif-
ferent areas, say zinc and sul-
phur, the two main ingredients
of soil naturally found, other
than ofcourse, nitrogen. have
been sharply reduced. The nec-
essary quantity of zinc, sulphur
ha;:h:lm in the soil also reduces
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chief guest and Dr Mazharul

Hannan, Civil Surgeon,

Rangpur attended as a special
guest.

A host of speaker including
Miss Niclos, leader of the

Australian Rovers team, Deputy
National Scouts Commissioner
Khondker Mahfuzul Haque,
Project Secretary Kamrul Islam
Selim, and District Scouls
Commissioner Mir Anisul
Haque spoke at the inaugural
function.

The project was launched in

1991 at Azizullah village under
joint initiatives of the Australia-

Bangladesh scouts. Rovers, girl
guides and Rangers.

decline in soil
fertility in Chandpur

From Our Correspondent

the fertility which means less
food for the crops on that par-
ticular land.

Another reason for loss of
such soil fertility is the exten-
sive use of chemical fertilizers
on these croplands. The experts
on this issue say, indiscrimi-
nate use of chemical fertilizers
like, urea and TSP, adversely al-
fect the natural fertility of soil.

Absence of crop rotation fur-
ther adds to loss of such natu-
ral contents in the soil as, zinc,
sulphur and potassium. The
farmers in the area are reluc-
tant to continue their ancestral
practice of sowing same plant
every season or year resulting
in damallng the soil to

JAMALPUR. Oct 5: Two offi
cials of Sonali Bank. Nakia
branch, were suspendeétl on
Saturday for their alleged in-
volvement in misappropriation
of about one crore taka, reports
LINB.

Bank sources said.
Fariduzzaman and Saidur
Rahman; both officers, were
earlier found guilty after de-
partmental investigation.

They were accused of defal-

cating the moncy by drawing a

red rickshaw- #fnlu bill as salary of school

teachers.

The false bill in the name of
Thana Education Office at
Nakla in Sherpur district was
encashed 18 months back, the

sources added.

Two Sonali Bank staff
misuse Tk lcr, suspended

Another UNB report adds :
Manager of Sonali Bank branch
al Hazrabari in Melandaha
thana was assaulted by an un-
ruly crowd near the bank on
Saturday.

Local people alleged that the
bank manager had accepted
bribe from some people for ex-
tending agricultural credit.

The DGM, Sonal Bi;:.
Jamalpur Region, sent two -
cials to look into the matter,
bank sources here said.

BSS adds: A five-day-long
training course on social af-
forestation concluded ab the
sadar thana parishad audito-
rium under the auspices of the
Thana Forest and Nursery

Department.



