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Khmers to be advisers
in Cambodian govt

PHNOM PENH (Camb-odia),
Oct 4: After three days of talks
with the hardline Khmer Rouge,
King Norodom Sihanouk said
Monday thai the guerilla group
would be brought into

Sihanouk told journalists min-
utes before leaving for China to
unidergo medical treatment.

It was Sthanouk's first public
statenent on his talks this past
Friday with Khamer Rouge
President Khieu Samphan.

Khieu Samphan flew in from .

ised election last May.
The Khmer Rouge has com-

plained that the former admin-

istration, which it fought for
more than a decade, is still
firmly in control of Cambodia

it would turn over the 20 per -

cent of Cambodia it controls’
and its 10,000 hard-core gueril-
las if it is made an adviser to
the government.

Sihanouk has said he would
host talks between the govern-
ment and the Khmer Rouge

LATUR (India), Oct 4. Indian

Prime Minister PV Narasimha

Rao today visited the ruins of

lives, reports AFP.

The 72-year-old premier
looked shocked and moved by
the magnitude of the devasta-
tion as he moved from one
razed village to another, ad-
dressing groups of dazed sur-
vivors living under hastily-

was the

International
Rao visits quake-hit villages,
consoles survivors

ke, which killed about 30,000

people and injured thousands,
worst " in living

“We will rebuild entire vil-
lages.” he said, before leaving
for the nearby state of Karna-
taka which was also hit by the
carm:ﬁ.ke. * 1 have been told
that dies are still being
extricated.”

Rao, who arrived here by a

you,” he said, as officials re-
peatedly called for silence. " We

added. * We will pass through
this crisis.,” Rao patted some on
the back and held other's
hands. :

to neighbouring Talni village
where he stopped to talk to a

* The entire country is with
survivors :

“Everybody is with you,” he

He stopped at the entrance  houses. .

A visibly moved Rao told the
“‘Please have cou-
rage. | am with you. The entire

At Khillari, survivors, mostly
farming families, demanded
that the government provide
them with farm seeds. At other
places, people demanded new

The Prime Minister, who also
went to a hospital here where

The Baily Star 5

Off the Record

Irma turns six in hospital .

LONDON: Irma Hadzimuratovic, the seriously wounded
Bosnian girl evacuated to London for lifesaving treatment,
marked her 6th birthday Monday with a cake at Great Ormond

Cambodia's new government, despite placing second in the | quake-devastated villages here, memory” and vowed to build will design quake-proof houses country is with you." Street H tal for Sick Children and thousands
reports AP, 1. consoling survivors and promis-  new quake-proof homes for the for you... let us take this as an - At all his stops, Rao asked 'wc]]-wm:rl::. reports AP. i
“They will be advisers.” The guerilla group has said | ing help to rebuild their broken estimated 130,000 homeless. accident and resume life anew.” the victims of their needs.

her.

A hospital s

The hospital, where Irma is being treated for shrapnel
. wounds to her spine and abdomen, said her father, Ramiz, and
3-year-old sister, Medina, planned a small birthday party for

said over the weekend that Irma

had made a "remarkable” recovery from meningitis, but would

likely to ever walk again.

remain on a ventilator for the foreseeable future and was un-

Bangkok for two day to pay here in November. But his | erected shelters. helicopter, drove first to the young man whose mother died hundreds of victims are being
homage to Sthanouk who reas-  staternent Monday indicated he Men and women jostled and  worst-hit Khillari town, which when their mud-and-stone treated, handed over a cheque Irma was flown to Britain August 9 for treatment for shrap-
cended the throne ten days ago,  had already struck a deal with | pushed one another to get close  accounted for almost half the  house crashed on them. for 500 million rupees (16.6 | nel wounds inflicted July 30 by the Serb shell that killed her
23 years after he was ousted in  the guerilla group. to Rao and tell him of their deaths. He consoled another man  million dollars) to Maharashtra mother. :
a coup detat. "You will know the results in | woes. Harried security person- " “You have gone through an  who lost his wife, child and Chief Minister Sharad Pawar for She was evacuated after her doctor, frustrated by what he

The Khmer Rouge issued a  November,” Sihanouk said. nel formed.a ring around him  enormous tragedy.” a grim-  brother, . rehabilitation. called UN delays and red tape, turned to the international me-
statement after the talks saying The vice minister of defence, during the nearly 90 minutes faced Prime Minister told a few At the Talni's relief camp, he Rao was to have visited the dia, who flashed pictures of the suffering child around the
it wanted peace but indicating it  said fighting, continued In | he spent in this region in hundred survivors huddled in- met an army soldier who re- quake-struck villages Saturday, globe.
would never reach a settlement northwestern Cambodia | Maharashtra state. side a tin-roof shelter. " We will turned from Bombay to find but put off the viaihan that his : )
with the current goaltion gov-"~ throughout the talks between Rao later told reporters here  spare no efforts to help you.We  that his entire family had per- presence did not disturb the f
ernment. elected in a UN-urgm- Slhm'aghuk and Khieu Samphan. | that Thursday’'s pre-dawn qua-  will resettle all of you.” ished. mercy mission. All he had tﬂ re ml"‘d h im o

— — .
' ’ his sweetheart was do
Hezbollah hits Ry GOy

INDIA: Since the earthquake struck, 20-year-old farmhand
Govind Sarvodaya has been lighting funeral pyres for his family
and the woman he was about to marry, nursing a badly broken
arm and water to survivors, reports AP,

The only thing he has left in life are the two oxen he had just
received in his dowry. !

" escaped because | was sleeping on the porch ... but my
parents and two brothers were killed,” Sarvodaya said, nursing |
the arms covered In a cast

Sarvodaya cremated his family Thursday, hours after the
earthquake destroyed his home in the nearby village of Mangrur
early in the momning and killed as many as 30,000 people.

He then ran to Sastur, where his fiance, Rekha Neelghai, and
her family lived. All he found was a heap of rubble where a
three-room house once stood.

"1 found the entire village smashed ... Rekha's house was
gone ... No one had seen her family,” he said.

Sarvodaya clawed through the debris for two days before he
found the body of his 18-year-old sweetheart. a woman he was
planning to marry this week.

Neelghai's body was still covered in a bedspread. He wept
holding her hands, covered with delicate floral designs painted
in henna as a bridal decoration.

Lying in the rubble were her parents, sister and three

Sarvodaya collected some wooden
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CPI leader Gopal Haldar dead:

The noted freedom fighter, litterateur and CPI leader Gopal
Haldar died in Calcutta on Sunday night after a protracted
illness; FTI reports. .

. He was 91 survived by his wife. Haldar, who participated in
the India's independence movement, was arrested as political
prisoner in 1932, Later he joined the Communist Party in 1940.

A former editor of the "Modern Review”, an old journal of the
city. Haldar also edited a number of other publications during
1945 to 1970. .

Banda undergoes brain surgery:
Malawi President Kamuzu da. one of the last of 's old
style dictators, was in satisfactory condition Monday after brain
surgery at a South African hospital, AP reports from

Banda arrived Saturday at the Garden City Clinic in B, e e ' ; HEE e, N L g
I Johannesburg and was operated on Sunday night, said Dr :E 1 e L o Ak o R SR e ot M i
Andre Nel, general manager of the clinic.

"At the moment his condition is satisfactory, under the con-
ditions.” Nel said. "It's the kind of condition that might get bet-
ter quickly. We just don't know. These things can change very

SLA post

MARJAYOUN (Lebanon), Oct
4: Guerillas attacked an Israeli-
backed militia post in South
Lebanon with mortar bombs
and anti-tank rockets today. se-

= | curity sources sald, reports
e | Reuter

The guerillas fired at the
South Lebanon Army (SLA)
b «# | militia post at Brachit on the
_-'::E:;:'.:;;;::. £l & .' B e Edge of Israel's unilateral secu-

, . " § .| - rity zone but there were no ca-
sualties, the sources said.

The SLA: retaliated by firing
heavy shells into guerillas-held
areas to the north, they said. No
one was hurt.

The pro-Iranian militant
group Hezbollah said its fighters
caused casualties when they set
off a bomb close to-an SLA pa-

e T 3 o T LT trol near Brﬂthit and ﬂrﬁd ma-

G FES oy e ¥ * | chine-guns at it.
e o G e T Security sources
Hezbollah is expected to step up

...............
k. "

asy and cremated all of

quickly.” W P . s e g T . them in the same pyre at the bottom of the rubble heap that
- ‘ LT ' it - X " - attacks against Israeli forces in Bia was thele hotise.

COP Shﬂt dead 1n E t: One WEST BANK: Scene where a Palestinian suicide bomber from the Muslim Hamas movement South L"‘-‘b&ﬂhf:rl as part of a "] can't think of my life without her ... life has no meaning
policeman was killed and seven were inj in a clash with smashed into the side of an Israeli bus outside an Israeli military base in Bet El on the West MPE?F‘EJ Isr{ﬂha d'ul *" mﬂ“":_ now.” he said. All he had to remind him of his sweetheart was
Muslim fundamentalists outside a mosque in the eastern | Bank yesterday. In front of the white car lies the engine and what is left from the car that was igg R the pair of oxen her parents had given him as a dowry.

Egyptian city of Suez. police said Sunday, AFP teports from
Cairo,

Security forces, meanwhile, detained almost 200 suspected
Islamic militants in a crackdown ahead of Monday's peferendum
in which President Hosni Mubarak was set to win a third term
in affice. :

An officer. Major Mohammad Abdel Shafi, was shot dead and
seven other policemen injured in an exchange of fire. Three fun-
damentalists were also injured, while six were arrested.

When the farmhand found that there was no drinking water
around, he hitched the oxen to a cart that was lying around and
went in search of water.

He found it in a farm well, 20 kilometers (12 miles) away

The quake had done strange things to the wells. Some were
dry, others were brimming with water.

packed with explosives. Twenty-three Israelis,
attack. .

Kuwaitis frustrated with parliamen

KUWAIT, Oct 4: promised on key issues. only one year, but there are
Kuwalitis feel their it has abandoned its push many negative iridications,” said
for a high-level probe into how Mubarak al-Adwani, a liberal

many of them soldiers, were wounded in the

More than 20 attacks have
— AFP photo

~ been launched against the SLA.

¥

explosive issue — its demand
- for a high-level investigation
intoa. how the emirate was

May
new
Parliament, widely seen as a

L L
ar wi es hi .hmg beacon of democracy in the the emirate was caught unpre- “: and unsuccessful caught totally unprepared when
El'pnrktd kam q:;rm an ,,,.tgm in ".,: . | Péersian _has fafled pared when Iraq invaded . ate last year. - * Saddam's  army  invaded In
occupied West Bank on Monday an apparent suicide attack. to deliver in first year of its Kuwait in August 1990, Such a He said the opposition has August 1990.

not been effective because the
coordination the various fac-
tions, which range from Islamic
fundamentalists to liberals.
displayed during the election

cam has evaporated.
Legislators cite as one major

victory a new law to protect
public money, adopted after the
emirate was rocked by a string
of financial scandals. '

But Parliament's credibility
has been undermined by its ap-
parent cave-in over a potentially

would inevitably reach

into the royal family.
Instead. it will form a “fact-
finding committee” with limited

The government is reluctant
to allow any probe that would
inevitably reach into the royal
family and Parllament has
agreed only to form a "fact- |
finding committee” with limited
powers.

But reformers know that if
they push the al-Sabahs too
hard, the Emir, Sheikh Jaber
al-Ahmed al-Sabah, could sus-
pend Parliament — as he did in
1986 when he felt it was too

critical of the government.

four-year term. reports AP,

The 50-member Majlis al-
Umma, or Parliament. was
elected October 4, 1992, in the
aftermath of the Gulf War.
Opposition reformers took 35
seals.

The reformers had promised
to fight corruption, usher in
democracy and make, the al-
Sabah family, which has ruled
the emirate for more than 200
years, more accountable.
Instead, it is seen to have com-

Israel army radio reported, AP says from Jerusalem.
The driver was burned and killed and several bus passengers
were wounded.

The attack occurred at about 7.30 am (0430 GMT).

Pak relief for quake victims:
Pakistan said Sunday it would send two plane loads of blankets.
tenits, medicines and other relief goods to India for earthquake
victims, Reuter reports from Islamabad.

The government decided to send the two C-30 transporis as

soori as possible after the Indian government accepted
Pakistan's offer for the relief, a government statement said.

. B .

Floods hit Iranian villages: ey
ramstorms flooded several villages in [ran's northern Gilan
province, submerging hundreds of homes and closing most
conintry roads. Tehran television reported Sunday, AP says from

MNIc st

*This Parliament only looks
like an opposition Parliament.
In reality. it's pro-government,”
huffed Mohammed al-Jassem, a
leading lawyer and political
commentator.

“Kuwaitis are frustrated.
Most of us know that it's not
proper to judge Parliament after

mmm

Gayoom plans reformsin

politics

e broadcast, monitored in Nicosia. said the rain had been MALE. Oct 4: Maldives majlis vote in August to be the to remote atolls by the time the  erendum on October | saw - LN
pouring lor the past 48 hours. President Maumoon Abdul sole candidate at the October 1 next presidential poll as due in precedented political con-

The regions of Chaboksar. Kelachal, Rudsav, and the port ci- Gayoom. who has just won an- referendum. Barly results 1998 | Hiﬂ&l:ﬂ:ﬁa Eﬂmntghﬂnkﬁ‘i;'n;ﬂ
ties of Anzali and Astara were flooded. and relief aid was beiug | ©ther five years in office, has  showed that he received an ap- The Maldives, whichshas a YRICNIY BAYS Lk DO

| ground tourists s

Al least three

France

combative

Sunday's

Progressive Conservatives are trailing the Liberals in the polls.
obviously lelt she had 1o get more aggressive If she is to have a
chance in the Oclober 25 election.

Six Japanese
mountaineers
die 1in India

NEW DELHI, Oct 4. Six Ja-
panese mountaineers were ki-
iled 1n an avalanche while
trying 1o scale the 22 935 feet
Neelkanth Shikhar peak in the
Himalayas. diplomat said today.
reports AFFP.

The climbers were swept
awav and killed when the
avalanche struck the Garhwal
mountain range in the eastern
statr of Utiar Pradesh on
Saturday. he said.

rushied to them. the radio said.

3 die in Ital floods: Familes fled 10 higher

through water -logged cities and swollen
rivers washed over areas struggling Sunday to recover from
more than a week of flooding, AP reports from Rome.

died in Italy in the weekend cloud
bursts, which soaked the peninsula from the Alps
| ern coast. Another flood victims was found Sunday in southern

in Venice. visitors to the Plazza San Marcos waded through
ankle deep water In the foot hills of the Alps, dozens of families
were evacuated and rivers threatened to Lear away even more
bridges and roads. South of Rome, mudslides caused blackouts,
and runoff fouled drinking water supplies.

Cam%bell blames Liberals: .

me Minister Kim Camp-bell came out swinging in
a televised election debate Sun-day night, trading jibes with the
Queher separatist candidate and accusing the Liberal Party of
making empty promises, AP reports from Toronto .

debate was in French. A second debate, in
English, was scheduled for Monday. Ms.

vowed a “complete transforma-
tion” of the system that put him
in power in this Indian Ocean

atoll nation.

to the south-

Male.

. whose

since then.

The Maldives has been used
to saying "yes or no to a sin-
gle candidate chosen by a 48-
member majlis, or parliament.
for the presidency: Gayoom was
first nominated as president, in
1978 and has been in power

Gayoom mnarrowly won a

proval rate of over 90 per cent.
The minimum required was 51

per cent.
"1 am very happy

continue

He expected a multi-candi-
date system to be in place lo-
gether with a new constitution
aimed at decentralising power

that 1 have

Sweeping political reforms * been given another term. | think
will be introduced during the
and young people will have a > |
greater say in running the ad-
ministration, the 55-year-old’
President said in a weekend in-
terview with AFP.

1 find that right now it is the
best time to implement further
reforms " the Islamic Scholar
President sald at his sea front
office here in the capital island

with my political and economic

population of 225,000 inhabit-
ing 200 Coral islands out of
some 1,190 scattered across the
equator, was not been politically
or socially mature enough for
sweeping democratisation in the

past 15 years, Gayoom said.

right for a political revolution in
this socially liberal but politi-
cally rigid country, Gayoom
said: "Yes, | think a lot of people
would like to see that happen.

educated people who have been
abroad and who have seen
other political systems at work
and they will very much like to
see a more open sort of system
in which there could be a num-
ber of candidates and then the

want,” Gayoom said.

Asked If the time was now

“We have a lot of young and

people can choose whom they
here said.
"1 think that is going to be a
very good change | want to put
into practice.” he said.
The run-up to the latest ref-

A Maldivian court last month
tried Ibrahim in absentia and
banished him for 15 years for
attempting to influence the ma-
jlis vote on the president.
Ibrahim has fled the country.

Diplomats here say that the
“llyas episode’ showed that
Gayoom should allow greater
democratic freedoms to consoli-
date his position.

"The dilemma here is that
Maldivians no alternative to
Gayoom,” an Asian diplomat

Gayoom says he has not de-
cided if he should stand for
president once again to lead the
country to the 21st century.

the celebratory mood in Male is g F 3
partly due to his supporters £
wanting to publicly express
their solidarity with him follow-
ing a bid by his estrange
brother-in-law, [lyas [brahim, to
become president.

@
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DrSoomro starts jihad to defe

NAUDERO (Pakistan), Oct 4: Dr Khalid
Mahmood Soomro is fighting a Jihad, a holy war
— his mission to defeat Pakistan's Benazir
Bhutto in the very heartland of her power. re-
ports Reuter.

“Inshallah (god willing) | must defeat Benazir
Bhutto Sahiba,” said Soomro, a fundamentalist
theologlan who has challenged Bhutio in her
own constituency of her ancestral home of
Naudero in the backward souther province of
Sind.

Former Prime Minister Bhutto won the seat in

woman is not possible in islam.”

He did not fear defeat. he said, and was de-
termined to contest the seat until he had ousted
the 40-year-old Bhutto — who became the
Muslim world's first woman prime minister when
she won the 1988 elections.

“Inshallah | must try again and again," he
said.

“We are trying to rule for Islam,” said Soomro,
a medical doctor who studied Islamic theology at
Cairo's Al-Azhar University and is a member of
the left-wing Jamiat Ulema-i-lslam (JUI) Party.

The battle between Socomro's left-wing pop-
ulist Islamic-based ideals and Bhutto's liberal

wmummm-mm fam-
ily feud.

pers in Pakistan are ... predicting a clear win for
the Pakistan People's Party "

Bhuttd said in an interview, predicting a
mintmum of 110 seats for her party in the 217
member National Assembly in Wednesday's
elections. :

Bhutto. campaigning across the country, has
had little time for Naudero but party workers
were mailing signed letters from the ex-prime
minister to local residents asking for their vote.

Most locals had Mttle doubt for which candi-
date they would be casting their vote

I live in Benazir's village so of course | will
vote for her.” said a tea seller in Naudero. |'am
not interested in what she does for us, all | know
inthlllﬁllmttinrhﬂheﬂu-ruhrinlhchud

at Benazir for sake of Islam

satd a pilgnm visiting the family grave where
7ulfikar Ali Bhutto was buried after he was
hanged in 1979 by military dictator General
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq after a disputed murder
conviction.

Not all Naudero residents were in favour of

the daughter.

“We are allergic to the Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) because they do nething for the people. we
are allergic to the Islamic parties because they
are not politicians,” sald government servant
Amir Buksh.

"We want freedom for Sind,” he said and de-
manded that Bhutto's younger brother, Murtasa,
return from self-exile in Syria and take over the
PPP as his father's heir

- Fani Capalija (C), the 18-year-old Croatian girl on
pqdiumdhrb-iudochdhli-(}mﬁlhmﬁdmm
the Miss World contest October 3. Second placed y
Juricie (L), from Frankfurt, and Sandra Skoric (R) from
Pakrac in Croatia placed third.

is Ljuba
— AFKP photo

| Menem to reform

constitution

BUENOS AIRES, Oct &
President Carlos Menem came
closer to his goal of reforming
the constitution to allow him a
mﬂmmmm
his party's victory in key con-

elections, reports AP,
-~ Argenting’s most old. consti-
tution limits the president to
mﬁ-mm&m‘l
m“mm
it to allowing him to run for a
second term in 1995. The char-
ter can be amended by a two-
lhlnhmttmhothhomd

Official returns, based on

: Soomro's father lost to Bhutto in 1988 By of the village " Murtaza, wanted in Pakistan on terrorism | §8 4 per cent of votes cast, gave
The lone survivor of the | just 34 — is uncowed by his opponent s awe- 1 979 voles to her 82.229. Bhutto's father, the Other voters had given the matter a little charges. has lived abroad for 16 years but has | the governing Peronist Party
seveni-member team. Akira | some majority. late prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto swept the more thought. registered as a candidate on two national and | 41 4 per cent of the vote, com-

Matsuyama. alerted district of-
fictals s the town of Badrinath

fight against Benazir Bhutto Sahiba is a
he told Reuters in an interview at the

seat in Pakistan's only two elections in the

“Benazir started to put up a rice mill when

four provincial assembly seats in a move that

pared to 31.1 per cent for the

"Oar
Pips 19708 before he was overthrown by the army in she was prime minister and n a public cbuld erode some of his sister's Sind power base. Civic Radical Union
camp after hearing the -‘hcrtltli: Bhutto family have been feudal Bhutto has no doubt that she will not only “| want her to be prime minister and to finish \:l rﬂtﬂﬂﬂzmﬂiﬂp:whﬂ ::;'t:;s:‘::tz;::ﬂrumtmm e n::nnmm w""";
. lanche rumbling Saturday landowners for centuries. rl#lnhermftbutilmﬂrmed—lWﬂth this work.” ) u 8 .
’H“ﬂl'm}'m had ' Asiked ‘ﬂ: had motivated him to take up the Pakistan's underground pun S e & s stall S p E hm":'e - mnfh:lr t of getumnl an uuh';llil ma t of former President
' - ‘ shouted a street holder. e are en -
at the base camp because he | unegual battle, Soomre replied: “Iin Islam there shoo-in for the prime minister - -m.mhrﬂuu:lrhu:luuufherflthﬂ." jority." she said. | Raul Alfonsin.

was urnwedl

is o permission for women to rule. Ruling by a

*The bookmakers in Lahore and the newspa-



