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NEWS BRIEFS

Student leader
killed in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent |

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 1: Jau-
ya Chhatra Samaj joint con-
venor, Biplob, 25 was stabbed
to death by a group of unidenti-
fied youths at 6 pm today necar
Kadam Rasul at Bandar thana.
He died oen way to the
Narayangan| Hospital. A case
has been filed at Bandar thana

AL shocked at loss

of lives in quake

The Awami League has ex-
pressed deep shock and grief at
the death and devastation
caused by Thursday's earth-
quake in India. In a joint state-
ment yesterday party's acting
president Abdus Samad Azad
and secretary Zillur
thy to the members of the [ami-
lies of these killed in the
tremor, reports UND.

BDR, BSF hold
flag meeting
IRHAT, Oct 1: A

comparyy level flag mecting be-
tween Rifles (BOR)
and the indian Border Security
Forces [BSF) was heild at
Panbari BOP in Patgram thana
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21,000 killed in 2 Maharashtra villages : Rains hamper rescue operation

KHILARI, Oct 1: Funeral
pyres [lickered around dorens
of villages Friday in southwest-
ern India where a violent quake
killed more than 21,000 people,
many of the crushed by collaps-
ing roofs as they slept, report
AP, PT1, AFP.

With more bodies being ex-
tricated from the debris, the toll
is likely to go up to 28,000, the

' official sources said.

Khilari and Umarga in
Osmanabad district alone ac-
counted for about 21,000

| deaths.

A BJP leader in the region
said the death toll could rise as
high as 30,000.

Indian authorities mean-
while launched massive rescue
and relief efforts yesterday.

Nearly 5,600 troops had
moved into the disaster zone,
about 400 kilometers east of
Bombay, with excavators and
bulldozers and medical teams to
rescue trapped residents and
treat the wounded.

Doctors and reliefl material—
ranging from food to bedsheets

and tents — were also pouring
into the n as the enormity
of the disaster stunned the na-
tion.

Incessant rain hampered ef-
forts to claw through the rubble
overnight in an increasingly
hopeless search for survivors.
An aftershock at 4:30 a.m.

Editorial on Page 4

Friday (2300 GMT Thursday)
rumbled across the plains and
sent rescuers and survivors
scurrying into the open in

panic,

NEW DELHI, Oet 1: An

earthquake shook BSolapur
and Gulbag, two districts in
India’s south and west late
today adjacent to quake hit
areas, reports AFP.

The quake, India's worst in

hall a century, measured at
least 6 on the Richter scale as it
ripped through southwest India
at 3:56 a.m. Thursday (2226
GMT Wednesday).

Home Minister Shankarrao
Chavan, who [lew over the

quake zune. said every house in
four or five villages that he saw
had collapsed.

"People have lost everything.
They don't éven have pots and
pans,” he told reporters in New

Delhi. " ].:!l)k are camped out
in the fe without food or
water.”

The immediate fear was an
epidemic from water contami-
nated by the putrefying bodies.
"We are trying to organise
drinking water, some kind of
temporary housing,” Chavan
said i '

A top Maharashtra govern-
ment official in Bombay told
AFP by telephone that more
than 3,000 bodies had ‘been
cremated on a mass scale since
late Thursday. There just be a
lot of bodies under the debris.
Just how may no one can say.'

Reporters criss-crossing the
quake zone saw village after
village reduced to piles of black
stones bizarrely interspersed
among yellow fields of sunflow-
ers.

See Page 12 Col 4

Russian crisis continues as both

sides harden positions

MOSCOW, Oct 1: Hard-line
lawmakers Friday rejected an
t intended to ease the
tense standofl around parlia-
ment, refusing to lay down their
guns first as President Boris
Yeltsin demanded, report AP,
Reuter. '

Yeltsin demanded that rebel
lawmakers, surrender their
weapons prior to any deal that
would lift the blockade of the
building by security forces.

The Speaker of the Russian
Parltament, Ruslan Khasbu-
latov, meanwhile said local
administrations throughout
Russia were rallying behind the
parliament and called on the
army to take a stand in the
crisis to avert Russia's breakup.

"All negotiations — all —
must begin with the handover
of arms,” Yelstin said in an in-
terview broadcast on Commo-
nwealth of Independent States
television news.

The Russian leader nolted
that the mment had re-
stored electricity to the parlia-
ment in line with an agreement
reached during the night that,

he claimed, the parliament had
failed to respect.

"We turned on the lights but

did not turn over their
arms,” Yeltsin said. "It is very
difficult to negotiate with them.”

"Any gunshot, even acciden-
tal, could provoke bloodshed,”
Yeltsin warmned.

Alexander Rutskoi, the act-
ing "president” appointed by the
rebe] parliament, said the par-
llament's weapons would be
turned over only if the blockade
of the building were “totally
lifted” immediately, the parlia-
ment's news service said.

Rutskoi also demanded that

‘the troops manning the block-

ade around the bullding be
withdrawn from Moscow and
said the parliament’'s envoy to
talks with the Kremlin had been
instructed to adhere to this po-
sition, the report said.

These conditions were cer-
tain to be rejected by the
Kremhlin. _

The hardening of positions
on both sides concerning dis-
armamerit of the parllamentary

guards came amid continuing

peace talks between Kremlin
and parliamentary representa-
tives brokered by the Russian
orthodox church.

But statements from officials
in both camps earlier sug-
gested that those talks also
were hung up on the issue of
the weapons sessed by
brigades of n—mﬂhu'&hndul"
of the t building. -

e L
that leaders of the rebel MPs
were divided on how to ap-
proach negotiations, with fh
Kremlin after two top lawmak-
ers who thc: ove ht
accord were later reproached lor
“overstepping their authority.”

More than 100 deputies still
in the parliament afterwards
voted overwhelmingly against
the overnight agreement and
leading MPs said they regarded
the weapons in the building as
their key source of political

thtral Albert Makashowv,
coordinator of the parliament's
defense, said Thursday that
guards had antitank and an-
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Quake death toll may cross 28,000

""".ﬁmﬂmrr csgicr's A

Women in Khilari village of Latur district in Maharastra state wailing over the bodies of

relatives killed in a massive earthquake in the early hours of Thursday.

BTV news
boggles
the mind

By Staff Correspondent

Of what importance is the
news of an earthquake that
kills 21,000 people and in-
jures lakh? How should we
treat a news of villages over
a vast area, being razed to
the ground within a few sec-
onds, especially when it oc-
I curs, not on the otherside of

the world, but to our next
door neighbour? BTV has
once again given us a les-
I son(?} in news treatment.

Yesterday, Lawy Minister
Mirza Golam haiiz meeting
with the Nepalese parliamen-
tary delegation (already in
town for several days):
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda's visit to his con-
stituency (which is his duty
as an MP from that areca);
Energy Minister Mosharraf |
Hossain's public meeting at
a village where 157 families
got electricity connections;
the stale news of Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
becoming Chairman of WB- J

See Page 12 Col 4
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Tea production

records rise

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGQONG, Sept 30 The
country’s tea output recorded a
rise in the past eight months by
1.24 million kg compared with
the corresponding period last
year, official reports said.

"The country produced 29.88
million kg of tea between Jan
and Aug last, up from 28.64
million kg in the m period in
1992. This year's targel is 52
million kg of tea from 156 gar-
dens.

In 1992, tea output was
recorded at 48.93 million kg, an
increase of 3 million kg com-
pared with 1991, the reports
said.

The rising trend in tea pro-
duction began from 1990 when
the out put jumped to 45.16
million kg from only 39 million
kg produced in 1989, officials
and said.

ey attributed the growth
to the prevailing favourable cli-
matic conditions and the
mandatory expansion of tea
plantations every year at a rate

of two and a half pee cent of to-

tal garden areas.
The tea officials here are ex-

pecting even better crops in the
coming years if such favourable
climatic conditions persist.

The country's tea gardens
are capable of increasing output
by introducing intensive culti-
vation, they also-said.

A senior official of a leading
British-owned tea company
here said production in the
company's 30 gardens had
recorded an increase of 13 per
cent during Jan-Aug this year
compared with the correspond-
ing period last year.

He informed this correspon-
dent that the company had al-
ready pumped in a huge sum
into those gardens for the mod-
ernisation and replantation pro-
jects aimed at raising the yield.

Presently, Bangladesh's tea

plantation covers 47,000
hm:re: tea is ex-
ported to about 25 countries
around the world.

Prime Minister Begu

m Khaleda Zia lpeahg at a

a press fm- at the Umud Nations

Thursday following the UNICEF roundtable on "Keeping the Promise to Children” which
marked the third anniversary of the World Summit for Children. Begum Zia co-chaired the
roundtable with Nicaraguan President Violeta Chamorro(L).

— AFP photo

"US State Deptt |

lauds Dhaka’s
development
programmes

NEW YORK, Oct 1: Assistant
Secretary of South Asian
Bureau of US State Department
Ms Robin Lynn Raphel yester-
day commended the socio-eco-
nomic development progra-
mmes undertaken by the

rmment of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, reports
BSS,

The commendation came
when she called on Prime
Mintster Begum Khaleda Zia at
the VVIP suite of UN Plaza hotel
Thursday afternocon.

Raphel remarked that in
South Asia, Bangladesh was

rogressing very steadily in dif-
t fields.

She appreciated the pro-
grammes taken by the present
government on child and
women development and mea-
sures for promoting women ed-
ucation, primary education and

See Page 12 Col 8

September was a busy mo-
nth for the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police ([DMP). The government
had set up a new police station
at Pollobi and increased the
DMP's divisions to four from
two to serve the city dwellers
better. But unrest in the
educational institutions kept
the city tense and the police on
toes in the second hall of the
month.

Number of crime incidents
like murder, mugging extortion,
suicide, road mishaps remained
almost static. In some cases it
was slightly curbed, but road
accidents marked a rise during
the month.

in Septermber crime inci-
dents claimed 42 lives in the
Dhaka Metropolitan area. Five

people were murdered, six
commitied suicide and the rest

By Farid Ahmed

fell vietims to reckless driving
on the roads.

The crime incidents in
September include robbery,
mugging, extortion, clash and
violence.

A Deputy Secretary ol the
Industries Ministry, Zakera
Begum was robbed ofl her gold-

Monthly roundup

omaments while she was going
to her office in the morning on
September 13.

A 23-year-old student, Altal,
was murdered at Mantkd! area,
Dhaka Cantonment, Saidur
Rashid Rubel, 20, was stabbed
to death at Shaheenbagh,
Tejgaon, a hawker Karam Al
50, was murdered at Uttara, a
young boy Selim who was

severely beaten up at Shampur,

Road mishaps go up in Sept

Demra, died at the Mitford
Hospital and Harunnur Rashid
— a fish tmader — was stabbed
to death at Lalbagh during the
last month.

A total of 31
killed in road ts. In two
severe road accidents the
Chairman and the Managing
Director of Samsons Group ol
Industries Farukuzzaman and
two of his companions died on
the Dhaka-Narsingdi highway
at Demra when hh collided
with a passe In an-
other accident muh:n of

lhnﬂfdudunlht
mlummzhmq
were travelling collided with a

bus at Mohakhali.

Five women and a student ol
the Dhaka reportedly
committed s in the city

See Page 12 Col 7
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MQM threatens
to boycott polls

KARACHI, Oct ): A regional
Pakistani party today threat-
ened to boycott next week's
general election in  protest
.ﬁ::t what it called an unde-

ban on its activities, re-

AFP.

PD"_]"-_L' Mutahedda Qaumi
Movement (MQM) — considered
the main political force in the
urban part of Sindh province —
said 1t would pull out of the
race if the ban was not lifted
with in 18 hours.

In a statement, the party ac-
cused fts splinter group

MOM(Haq) as well as the army
of " its candidates

contesting the October 6-9

polls.

One MOM activist was shot
dead Thursday and six others
were injured in a clash aller
which the police took an
MQM(Hag) activist into custody

See Page 12 Col 7

NGOs renamed PVDOs

By Masud Hasan Khan

The Non-Government Orga-
nisations (NGO}, from now on,
will be known as Private Vo-
luntary Development Orga-
nisations [PVDO), sources said.

A draft Definition, Statement
of Purpose and Code of Ethics
of the erstwhile NGOs suggested
that the private voluntary or-

ganisations engaged in poverty

alleviation and sustainable de-
velopment in the country be
called PVYDOs because of their
non-profit making nature, they
said.

The non-government orgarmi-
salions range from clubs to
commercial businesses, and the
share-holders receive profits
from these ventures, the draft
pointed out, adding that the
PVDOs were non-profit organi-
sations set up privately at the
initiatives of individuals.

The draft Definition, State-
ment of Purpose and Code of
Ethics, prepared recently, aim
at better organisation, self-
regulation and attaining higher
standards of professionalism,
PVDO sources said.

However, they pointed out
the draft was yet to be finalised
and was being scrutinised by
different members of the
Association of Development
Agencies in Bangladesh (ADAB),
the apex coordinating body of
the PVDOs.

A copy of the Draft Code of
Ethics, made available to The
Daily Star, suggests the PVDOs
build up solidarity and encour-
age democratic leadership
amongst the poor with special
emphasis on women.

The PVDOs would seek to
collaborate and complement the
development eflorts initiated by
the government and their rela-
tionship would stand on mutual
openness and respect, it said.

The Code suggested the
PVDOs be transparent in their
use of funds for development so
that the government could
know those were well spent.

"We seek to clearly show
what work is carried out with
such funds, and to account for
the receipt and the expenditure

See Page 12 Col 1
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Gen Asif Nawaz’s body

exhumed for autopsy

ISLAMABAD, Oct 1: The
body of former army chiel Gen.
Asif Nawaz was exhumed Friday
for an autopsy to investigate his
widow's claim he was poisoned,
reports AP.

Forensic experts from the
United States, France and
Britain witnessed the exhuma-
tion at the general's ancestral
village of Chakri Rajgan, about
B0 miles (130 kilometers) east
of Islamabad, authorities said.

The army sent a Heutenant

general.
"~ The gencral's body: was
taken from its hilitop grave sev-
eral miles away te Jhelum,
where an autopsy was per-
formed and samples collected
for testing, the f(amily said.
Results were likely in two

Doctors said the general
sulfered a heart attack when he

dro dead after a mormning
jog last January.

But his widow, Nuzhat Asif
Nawaz, sald she had proofl her
husband was with ar-
senic over a three month period.
The claim was bolstered by
American forensic experts, who
found excessively high levels of
arsenic in hatr his widow said
came from the general's hair-
brush.

In keeping with lslamic tra-
dition, Nawaz was buried within
hours of his death and without
an autopsy.

The widow has hinted that
former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, secking re-election in
the. October 6 , may be
linked to her ‘s death.

Sharif's Pakistan Muslim
League has called the accusa-
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Quake released
en'erg- s like
H bﬂmb |

LONDON, Oct 1: The mas-
sive earthquake in Maharashtra

yesterday released ener

equivalent to a hydrogen
explosion and was a

pparently

caused by reactivation of a
crack in the earth's crust, ae-
cording to geologists here, re-
ports PT1. -

"This quake proved espe-
cially damaging because it was
geologically shallow, allowing a
great deal of earth movement to
affect a highly populated area at
the surface of the earth's crust”,
Christ Browitt of the Global

Seismology Unit in the British

The shallow epicentre means
that its violence reached the
surface swiltly, without a
chance to dissipate in the
earth's crustal rocks, he said.

The death toll is also high
not just because it struck a
night, when almost all the vic-
timis were asleep, but also be-
cause the region is dominated
by structures not designed to

-withstand seismic convulsions,

he said.

AL bill won't go
unchallenged,
says Jamaat

Jamaat leader Maulana
Matiur Rahman Nizam{ yester-
day said his party will resist
“constitutionally and lawfully”
the ‘s plan to bring a
bill in next session of Parlia-
ment seeking a ban on politics

based on religion.
“The move will not go un-

challe «.. All Islamic forces
religious people In the

will frustrate fit", Ntzami

told UNB responding to Oppo-
sitton Chief Whip Mohammad
Nasim's recent remarks about

the bill.

asim told a discussion
mecting here Thursday that a
bill will be moved in November

session secking a ban on poli-
tics by the Jamaat-e-Islami and
other fundamentalist and com-
munal forces.

The Opposition Chiefl Whip
appealed to the ruling party
MPs to supporl the proposed
bill to be moved on behall of the
opposition.

Nasim, also the Organising
Secretary of Awami League,
made the appeal in the back-
drop of reported consensus on
September 20 between the trea-
sury and opposition benches in

Sec Page 12 Col 7
Govt college
teachers’.
strike Oct 7

By Staff Correspondent

Teachers of all government
colleges will observe strike on
October 7, protesting terroriam
in the educational institutions
of the country.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the BCS General
Education Association held at
the Jagannath University Co-
llege on September 29.

Presided over by of
the college Dr Q AT M Habibur
Rahman, the meeting protested
the attack on the principal of
Rajbari Government Col
Prof Yahya Islam, his fami
members and others on Sep-

temhcr 23. ;
IL.n jured Principal
"I’nl'tyl, and

T

The meeting demanded
punishment to the culprits.

Stable Slm-US
ties a must for
world peace: L1

BEWJING, Oct 1: China will

not acdeept outside interference
in #ts internal alTairs, Premier Li

Yeng said Thursday in a speech
sircssing the importance of
‘mutaal trust’ in Sino-US rela-
tions, reports AFP.

In an address marking the
44th anniversary of the found-
ing of the People's of
China, Li said stable Sino-US
relations were 1 to the
maintenance of world peace.

But he also insisted that
Washington had to do more t©
improve bilateral ties.

"So long as the US
ment strictly abides the
principles set forth in the three
joint communigues between the
two countries and works to-
gether with the Chinese side,
deve of normal Sino-US
relations is possible,” Li said.

The Emncu people have
stood up,” Li said, echoing the
words of Mao Zedong at the
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