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Fakirerpool
emerge Star
Div 1 champions

Sports Reporter

Fakire Youngmen s
Club
Diviston football league title as
well as the promotion te next
year's Premier Diviston when
they ended their last league en-
mnltr nst Farashga

b in a thmal
dm at th-e Hockey Stadium
yesterday .

The eventual champions,
who finished thetr league en-
gagements with 24 ts from
18 outings, led the first half by
~ two to one.

- hdi Masud scored twice
and Asif Yousul once foe the
outfit while Shimul,
Arif Ratan netted once each
for Farashgan].
Meanwhile, the fight for the
other berth intensi-
fied when Bangladesh Boys
Clube edged Dhanmondi Club
by four goals to three to stay on
a par with fellow-promotees
East End Club.

Both Bangladesh Boys and
East End have 23 points and
will have to battle it oul in a
play-off encounter to decide
which of the two goes through
to next year's Premier Division.
The match is likely to be hcld
on October 5.

Sanna found the net twice
and Shuvra once for the win-
ners while Tuhin, Halim and
Mintu scored for the wvan-

Kabaddi results

Sports Reporter
Bank Club and
Azad Club moved into
the semifinals of '93 kabaddi
league with wins in their re-
spective nal matches at
the Outer Stadium court yes-

in the first encounter of the
day, sh Bank Club
out Jurain Janata Club
26-11. The winners led the first
half 13-5.
Iin the other match, Azad
Chub trounced Manfk-
Unnayan Samity by 39
I;gli to 11 after ing the
first half 21-4.
in today’'s semifinal n:tcltn
reign champions Mirpur
Juhnm. take on last year's
runners-up Sonali Bank Club
4 pm while Bangladesh Bank
Club meet Azad Sporting at 5

pm.

Nazrul, Swapan
off to Rangoon

Two football coaches, Nazrul
Islam Ledu of Fakirerpool YC
and Swa Kumar Das of
PWD SC, for yes-
terday to take first in the
Olympic Solidarity coaches
course, reports UNB.

The course will be held in
the Burmese capital from
October | to 14.

Bruguera claws
his way back

PALERMO, Sicily, Sept 30:
Top-seeded Sergi Bruguera
fought back from a first-set
deficit to down Jordi Arrese in
all-Spanish first-round matches
Wednesday at the dirs 300,000
Sicillan Open ATP tournament,

rcports AP,

Mecanwhile, fourth-seeded
Carlos Costa defeated Tomas
Carbonell in straight sets, 6-2,
6-4.

Bruguera lost a first-set tie-
break 3-7 before sailing to a 6-
7, 6-2, 6-2 victory.

In the second round of the
Sicilian tournament on clay,
B takes on Haitian Ro-

Agenor. Agenor defeated

Mark Koevermans of the
Netherlands 6-2, 4-6, 6-4. Ko-
evermans was a last-minute
substitute for injured Austrian
Horst Skofl.

Costa plays Paoclo Cane, the
veleran [talian Davis Cup player
who breezed past Australian
Gilbert Schaller in a late match
Tuesday night.

Several matches were rained
out Monday and Tuesday and
Italian organisers had to ar-
me a crowded programme on

nesday.

In other first-round action,
scventh-sceded Luis Mattar of
Brazil needed three scts to
down Argentine Horacio de la
Pena 6-2, 2-6, 6-4. Italy's Renzo
Furlan defeated Brazilian Jaime
Oncins 6-4, 7-5,

McGrath makes

Zvereva sweat
LEIPZIG, Germany,
Belarus’ Mmmﬁ?m?

gled past Meredith McGrath of
the United States 2-6, 6-2, 7-

6(7-2) on Wednesday, but the

other seeded players breezed |

into the quarter-finals of the
\Fw Card Cup, reports

m Graf, seeking a fourth
straight title at the evént,
needed just 44 minutes to oust

Nicole Muns-Jagerman of the
Netherlands, 6-1, 6-1.

Third-seeded Jana Novotna
of lht Czech Rcepublic beat
rnuy: Chrisuna Singer, 6-

6- while Bulgaria's

posted a 6-
s 5*2 triumph over American

Kimberly Po.
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Cricketers’ inter-club transfers close with

Mohammedans’ ripping finis

Traditional title
aspirants Moha
mmedan Sporting
Club provided the

J coup de grace ol
— = Lhe cricketers’ in-
ter-club transfers for the
forthcoming 1993-94 domestic
cricket season when they signed
Shri Lankan duo — Athula
Samarasckara and Ashoka de
Silva — yesterday

The two Shri Lankans came
to the Bangladesh Cricket
Control Board (BCCH) office last
night much to the delight of the
waiting Mohammedan [ans and
sewered their relationship with
leagoe champions Abahani
Krira Chakra

Athula Samarasckara, the
tall Shri Lankan batsman, was
the main architect of Abahani's
resounding success last year.
None suffered more than the
Test discard's new team. [1 was
Samarasckara's murderous
batsmanship which actually
helped a relatively weaker team
like Abahani to trump over f[an-
cied Mohammedans last year.

No less important was tLhe
umnunﬂnm.lhoka de Silva in
Abahani’s challenge to the other
teams last year. A difficult
bowler to get away with for his
nagging accuracy, the smiling
fastish leg spinner, another Shri
Lankan Test discard, {s an assct
for any captain.

Silva played two seasons for
Abahani while Athula
Samarasckara, who had earlfer
participated for Mohammedans
in a Damal Summer tourncy,
parted with Abahani just after a
glorious season with the
Dhanmond! team. The rather
dramatic switch, which came as
an overdue rarified punch in
this year's transfer drama, was
possible, according to a source,
because of a sense of compla-
cency on the part of the
Abahanti

Of the 56 token-takers of the
last day notable were Belim
brothers — Javed Omar alias
Golla and Asif Omar Belim.

Sports Reporter

Javed, the former national

T
muaw qul‘l Su & Tarun

ClublGMCC) #hllt his brother
Asif Omar Belim, the left arm
spinner, took token only to
submit in favour of Gulishan
Youth for another year.

o

Shri Lankan Test discard Athula Samarasekara signed for
Mohammedan Sporting Club after playing for Abahani

Krira Chakra for one season.

Two hundred nineteen crick-
cters changed teams in this
year's six-day long cricketers
transfers and as always

Mohammedans, Abahani and o
some extent sh Biman

Banglade
emerged heavyweight of local
circuil.
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| Spanish

Rangers roam in wilderness

PARIS, Sept 30:
Jarcelona pulled
offl an amazing
escape to leave
GClasgow Rangers
name casualty in the fist round

of the European Champions
Cup on Wednesday, reports
AFP.

A thrilling 4-1 victory in the
Nou Camp stadium enabled
Johan Cruyfl's side to overturn
a 3-1 first leg deficit to Dynamo
Kiev and take their place in the
second round of Europe’s pre-
mier

But for who came
within one match of the final

last year and had not been

beaten in their last 11 games in
the it was a night
of agony as an injury-time goal
saw go out to Levski
Sofia..

Elsewhere, the programme of
Champions Cup, European Cup
Winners' Cup and UEFA Cu
matches saw signs that Englisﬁ
clubs, who dominated Europe
in the seventies and early eight-
fes, may be ready to rejoice once
more. All four representatives —
Manchester United, Arsenal,
Norwich and Aston Villa —
overcome potentially tricky first
round hurdies. ,

Rangers were seconds away
from beating Levski 4-3 on ag-

when Nikolai Todarov
unleased one last disparing
shot at goal from 25 yards.

It flew strajght to the top
corner of the net to make it 2-1
nnﬂwrﬂ@tuﬂkmmthcu:at

te. Two sloppy
mmadqg in the first leg in

Glumw meant
out on the away goals rule.

Levski captain Nasko Sira-
kov had levelled the aggregate
score with a powerful low shot
past Ally Maxwell in the 36th
minute, but when lan Durrant
cqualised before half-time with
a header from a Gary Stevens
cross, Rangers looked set to
close out the match.

Everything was Tun1 to plan
until Todarov unleashed his
rocket six seconds after the 90
minutes had been completed.
Maxwell, who had kept Rangers
in it with a string of fine saves,
had no chance,

Tt t we p well
enough in first hall and had
weathered the second-half pres-
sure,” the Scot coach Waller
Smith said. "But you always
know that away goals can kﬂl
you in Europe.

Levski coach Georgl Vassilev
admitted his side's for-
tune: "We were lucky that the
goal came when it did as
Rangers could not come back —
but that's football.”

There was nothing lucky
about Barcelona's [oudini act.

The Catalan club — led by
Brazilian striker Romario in
brilliant form — produced some
inspired attacking football
against the Ukrainians.

A 25-yard [ree-kick from
Dutch sweeper Ronald Koeman
in the 67th minute clinched
Barcelona's second-round place
after goals from Denmark's
Michael Laudrup (8) and
international Jose

Maria [3akero (17, 47).

Barcelona, the 1991 cham-
pions who were upset in the
second round by CSKA Moscow
last year, were joined in Friday's
draw by an unconvincing AC
Milan.

The Itallan champfons, run-
ners-up last year to Olympique
Marseille, were whistled off the
ficld after a drab 0-0 home draw
enabled them to scrape past
Aarau of Switzerland 1-0 on ag-
gregale.

Manchester. United, seen as
possible successors to Milan as
the most powerful force in
Europe, were equally uncon-
vincing

Captlain Steve Bruce scored
a second-hall double for a 2-1
win on the night and a 5-3 ag-
gregate triumph.

Bul United will have to do

Progressul draw
with Iraq

BAGHDAD, Sept 30: Iraq,
warming up for next month's
World Cup qualifying football
tournament in Qatar, drew 1-1
with Romanian club Progressul
here on Wednesday, reports
AFP,

Saad Kales gave lrag a 25th
minule lead but Dimitri
equaliscd from a 60th minute

penalty.

~ country's beleaguered football

betler to overcome the likes of

Sport

| Association
| Singhal

Russian champions Spartak
Moscow, who completed a 9-0 |
aggregate mauling of Skonto |
Riga of Latvia with a 4-0 win in |
Moscow, in the second round.

Portuguese champions FC |
Porio settled for a goalless draw
in Malta, having already beaten
Floriana 2-0 al home.

Belgian jnternational. Luc
Nilis grabbed a first-half hat-
trick as Anderlecht breezed past
HJK Helsinki 3-0, and 6-0 on
aggregate. Feyensoord of the
Netherlands beatl Iceland's
Akranes FC by the same score-
line to reverse a shock 1-0
deficit from the first leg.

Germany's Werder Bremen,
leading 5-2 from the first leg,
drew 1-1 with Dynamo Minsk to
casc through. A double from
Czech international striker
Horst Siegel allowed Sparta
Prague to overcome a 1-0 deficit
from the first leg against AIK
Stockholm in the Champions
Cup. :

Monaco, drafted into the
Champions Cup alter UEFA's
exclusion of Marseille in the
wake of the French bribe scan-
dal, brought some cheer to the

world with a 1-1 draw to beat
AEK Ethens 2-]1 on aggregate.
Ajax Amsterdam scored six
to end lHadjuk Split's hopes of
duefending a 1-0 first-leg lead.

mmedan tent.

'Former Shri Lankan Teut playnr Ashoka de Silva also
followed compatriot Samaraseksra’s tracks to the Moha-
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BCCI president,
secretary

elected

GWALIOR, Sept 30: Inderjit
Singh Bindra of Punaab and
Jagmohan Dalmiya ol Hengal
were elected the president and
secretlary respectively of the
Board ol Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) here yesterday, re-
ports PTI.

In the board annual general
meeting, which went en for six
hours here yesterday, Bindra

. deleated Dyaneshwar Agashe of

Maharashtra by 17 votes to 12
while Dalmtya was elected
unanimously

For Indian eves,

it's long overdue
CHANDIGARH. Sept 30: The

exposure-starved Indian woman |

ericketers will have a lot of in-
ternational competitions in the
run-up o the next World Cup
at home in 1997, reports PT1.
india will participate in the
three-nation tournament at
hagih in December next,
will be preceded by a tour
the West Indiﬂ in October
1994, av-cording Lo joinl sccre
tary of the Womens Cricket
Assoctation of India (WCAI) and
qrganiging secretary of the
Chandigarh Women's Cricket

England and Australia will
visit India in October and
December 1995 respectively
while the Indian team would
lcave for a twin tour of New
Zealand and Australia in the
following year.

Chang finds
touch in time

KUALA LUMPUR, Scpt 30:
Second seed Michael Chang of
the United States squeezed into
the second round of the
Malaysian Open tennis champt-
onship Wednesday by edging
Japan's Yasufumi Yamamoto 7
5, 6-2, reports AFP.

The 22-year-old American,
ranked world number eight,
stared out shakily and missed
many shots but regained
strength to finish off the hard-
fighting Japanese with five ser
vice breaks.

*Yamamoto got ofl to a good
start. He was not nervous. | was
lucky to stay in the match.’
Chan ;

Yn%n’:n'?ntu. ranked 340 in
the world, took the fight to
Chang in the first set by
hreaking serve in the fourth
gamc.

The American retaliated by
breaki the
Japanese fnv the seventh and
cleventh games to win the set.
Chang went on to break the
first and third games in the
sccond set but the gutsy
Japanese countered by taking
the sixth game.

Chang, however, served bril-
liantly to break the next game
and clinch the winner,

"1 still have lot to 1 on
for the next few matches. One
cannot underestimate unseeded
players,” Chang said.

"It was a day for the under-
dogs at the air-cooled National
Tennis Centre, north of here.

I'ourth seed Henrik Holm of
Sweden became the third top
player to crash out in the open-
ing round when he lost in
straight sets to unheralded
Dutchman Paul Haarhuts.

llolm, ranked 23rd in the
world, double-faulted six times
on his service and missed a
siring of easy shots to go down
6-4, 6-4 against Haarhuts, who
is ranked 55th.

Filth sced Brad Gilbert of the
United States and eighth seed
Jason Stoltenberg of Australia
fcll by the wayside Tuesday
afler losing to Jaime Yzaga of
Peru and Jonas Bjorkman of
Sweden, respectively.

Third seed Wally Masur of
Australia advanced to the sec-
ond round after battling tooth-
and-nail with American new
comer Steve B :

Masur, pivotal in Australia’s
5-0 drubbing of India at the
weekend Davis Cup in
Chandigarh, was forced to stage
a 90 minute baseline battle with
the hard-fighting American who
finally bowed out at 6-4, 6-4.

Sixth seed Brett Steven of
New Zealand faced an equally
stormy challenge from Carl
Chang — brother of Michael
Chang.

Davis Cup is
not Becker's
cup of tea

NEUSS, Germany, Sept 30:
German tennis star Boris
Becker confirmed Thursday he
won't play in the Davis Cup fi-
nal in December against
Australia, reports AP.

T'll keep my fingers crossed
for our team,” Becker said in a
statement, adding he was sure
Germany would win.

Becker, who led Germany to
back-to-back Davis Cup titles in
1988-89, sald in January he
didn't want to play in the event
this year.

There had been speculation
he might change his mind after
the German team, led by
Michael Stich, routed Sweden
5-0 in the semifinals last week.

The final will be held Dec 3-5

in Germany. The venue has not

] Yyet been announced.

HONG KONG
Sept 30: If one-
day cricket was a
had dream for the
sporis purists,
then the nightma
re has hegun, the six-a-side
gamw looks as i it is here to
slay, reports AFP

The second Hong Kong Sixes
will gather ericket's elite from
all Test playing nations —
barring Zimbabwe — for the
annual event to be held October
1-£

Pakistan captain Wasim
Akram set the tone for the two-

L—l--—— — - ol

| day ‘ournanent when he said:

“This time we arc going to take

| this very serfously.”

Brian Catton, the executive
director of tournament pro
moters Cricket World Inter-
national, added: “In only {ts
second year, the Sixes is
definitely the biggest cricket
tournament in the world after

the World Cup.”
Both Wasim and Catton,
layer and romoler, arc

lping to loft Sixes to an
international level of recog-

| nibon.

(CWCA)], D P |

Pace ace Wasim's pledge
came afller Pakistan — the
reigning world one-day cham
pions — was beaten last year by
Hong Kong's part-time players
in the preliminary round.

Although Pakistan came
back to win the cup final
Wasim is still rankled by the
oy ol dlefeat to a bunch l:)r
woo kend cricketers.

——————
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llong Kong and everyone
vise better watch out. We are
here 1o defend our title,” satd
Wasim, who is aceompanied by

his Test teammates Waqar
Younis, Javed Miandad, Inza-
mamul Haq, Mushtagq Ahmed
and Hastt Al

Woest Indian great Viv
itichards has been predicting a
rosy future for this “instant”
Earmie

The 4]-year-old Antiguan
baltsman back at the
rourmament for the second time,
sifd This is a very enjoyable
game and could be plly‘td
properly. | could be coming
bick here wo plav till 'm 50.°

Richards fjoins a star-
siudded Caribbean line-up
hwluding West Indian skipper
i htc Richardson, Desmond
Ilaynes, Courtney Walsh, Ketth
Althurton and Anderson Cu-
numins

The Pakistanis and the West
Indians, sceded first and second
respectively, are strong
favourites for the title

But they will have to look
oul for strong challenges from
Australia (third seed) and India

(fewuar)

Australia, whose hodgepodge
s lection last year was relegated
to the plate competition, will be
represenied by' lan HE'-HI}" ICI.P*
lain). Mark Waugh, Matthew
Itayden, Damien Martyn, Tony
Dodemalde and Jamde Siddons.

india have packed In a
powerful team comprising
skipper Mohammed Azhar-

Sixes, purists' nightmare

Kambli, Manoj Prabhakar, Andl
Kumble, Javagal Srinath and
[Ravi Shastri.
New Zealand (fve)

by Ken Rutherford, have
hard-hitting bat Rod Latham
and all-rounder Chris Cairns in
their side.

Exciting battin duo.
Aravinda de Silva Arfuna
Ranatunga will lead Shri

Lanka's (six) challenge while
vetleran Graham Gooch skippers
England (seven).

All-rounder Clive Rice leads
South Africa (eight], making
th-u.-ir debut here, while hosts

Kong bring up the rear.
o"#x nine teams are divided
into three groups and after a

preliminary round-robin

The three bottom placed

sides will play for the m
An enthusiastic also

Short undaunted by setbacks

LONDON, Seplt
30: Briton Nigel
Short, undaunted
cks in his world
chess challenge
against Garrl Kasparov, re-
mains hopcful about his title
prospects, reports [deulter.

Sources close o the chal
lenger said on Wednesday thal
Short was encouraged by the
many winning chances he had
created against the champion.
Even If his task may be impos-
sible in the current London
match, Short fs convinced he
can use Lhis experience Lo
achieve a successiul rematch in
1995, they added.

In Tuesday's 10th Game
Short built up his strongust po
sition of the maich, and only a
miraculous escape allowed
Kasparov to remain unbeaten in
the 24-game contest.

Kasparov, 30, leads the se-

. 4-1/2 to 2, 2 on the
h of five amd five
draws; he necds only a 12-12

be to retain the crown

Short, 28, who impressed
exports with a profound sacri-
fice of his queen— the strongest
piece In the game — misscd
several clear winning moves
against Kasparov on Tuesday

Although Grandmasters
conceded that Kasparov had de-
fended with tenacity and imag)-
nation, his position should have
becn hopeless and they said
time pressure was not a suffi-
cient excuse for Short's failure
to finish Kasparov ofl.

If you can't positions Hke
this. then you have no business
playing in a World Champion-
ship match,” English Grand-
master James Plaskett said.

Surprisingly, an encouraging
note for Short came [rom a
source close to the Kiasparov

camp.

"Kasparov is gelling inlo
trouble beeause he is very tired,

He is exiremely exhaustcd ....
the Gamcs have been very in-

tense,” an insider told Reuters.

“Short could have a chance
to get back in the maich now,
but he just doesn'l seem capa-
ble of taking it," the source
added

The rival official World Ch-
ampionship in the Netherlands,
sanctioned by inlernational
chess body FIDE., remains
suspended while a scarch for a
sponsor is undcrway. .

Thal 24-game contest is led
by Russian Anatoly Karpov, 7-5
over Dutchman Jan Timman.

FIDE disqua'ified champion
Kaspar—' «..d ollicial challenger
Short after a dispute over
malch conditions early this

and Short formed
the breakaway Professional
Chess Association to stage the
match, which has a prize fund
of 1.7 million founds (2.6 mil-
llon dollar).

The cleventh Game, with
Kasparov having the advantage
of the white pleces ahd first
move, is scheduled today.

Time for Martina to move on

NEW YORK, Sept
30: Martina Nav-
ratilova, the wi-
nningest player in
professional ten-
nis history, said
1994 will be her final year,
reports AP.

"It's time for me to move on,”
she said at a news conference
Wednesday.

"I fell
decision.”

She said her lchedul.e next
year will include a return to the
French Open, a Grand Slam
tournament she has not played
since 1988.

Currently ranked third in the
world, Navratilova has won 1656
singles titles, including four this
year. But she has not won a
Grand Slam singles crown since
1990,

Navratilova was in New York
to promote the Virginia Slims

gmd lbuut my

championships, to be played
Nov. 15-2]1 at Madison Square
Garden.

Navratilova has won at least
one singles title every year since
1973. Since 1975, she has won
at least two tournaments for 19
consecutive

Her 1,394 mnlch victories
are the most of any pro player,
man or woman, and she has
carned more than 19 million
dollars in her career.

Navratilova’s announcement
was not new.

"Chances are next year will
be my last year playing singles
fulltime,” she said after losing
the Virginia Slims cham-
plonships final to Monica Seles
last November. "1 still will play
some matches here and there.

"T don't want to make a
farewell tour or anything like
ﬂpt. but | do want to glw.' the

fans a chance to come oul and

Czech-born American Martina Navratilova listens to a

newsman's query in a

press conference in New York on Sept

29 where she announced that 1994 would be her final
playing year in sihgles. She also snid that her 1994 schedule
would include a return to the French Open, a tournament in

which she has not played since 1938,

— AFP photo

see me because that may be the
last year.”

Now she has pushed back
her timetable by a year.

“Last year, | wasn't very
sure,” Navratilova said on’
Wednesday. “This time, | have
no qualms, no regrets.”

A decade ago, Navratilova
changed women's tennis with
her attention to fitness and diet.
She dominated the sport in
1983, losing only one match —
that in the fourth mund of the
French Open, a loss that kept
her from winning all four Grand
Slam singles titles in a calendar
year.
- But at age 36, Navratilova
realizes there will never be
another 1983 for her, or
another 165 tournament titles.

"It's just really hard for me to
keep everything togcther on a
top level at this age.” she said

Er ago. "You know, everything

to be just right.”

Navratilova has qualified for
this year's season-ending Slims
championships, which features
the top 18 singles players and
eight doubles teams. Others
who have qualifled inchude top-
ranked Stefll Gral and No 2

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario.

Edberg, Stich
advance to
second round

BASEL, Switzerland, Sept
30: Top sced Stefan Edberg and
No 2. Michael Stich of Germany
advanced in straight sets
Wednesday o the second round
ol the dirs 800,000 Swiss
Indoors tournament, reports
AP. -

Edberg, the world's fifth-
ranked player and a record
three-time champion at Basel,
defeated fellow Swede Christian
ldergatrom, 8-2, 7-6 (7-3) in the
first round. He next meets
GCerman qualifier Joern Renzen-
brink.

Edberg last won the Swiss
Indoors in 1988 and is seekihg

his second ATP tour singles title
this year.

Stich, who has reached this
ycar's Davis Cup final with the

"German team, downed France's

Fabrice Santoro 7-5, -2 in a
first-round match. The world
No. 6 faces French qualifier
Rodo ndyhn Cilbert in the second

New German Davis Cup hero
Marc-Kevin Goeliner, seeded
eighth, ousted Switzerland's
Jakob Hlasek, 7-5, 6-3 in the
day's most hotly contested
match.



