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PM tells Nepalese MPs

Tripartite talks to help
ter issue

solve

Prime Miniater Begum
Khaleda Zia sald the ree
countries — India, Bangladesh
and — should discuss an

solution to the water
issue. reports UNB.
She called for lurther deep-

Minister's office :

Damanath Dhungana ts
leading an || -member parlia-
mentary delegation which ar-
rived here :

“Under the c world
circumstances, we all have to
work together in much closer
cooperation for solving socto-
economic problems in the re-
glon,” said B;p.um Ha, current
Chaitrperson ol the South Asian

Association fer Regional
C thon.
ﬁ chairperson | will try my

best to make the relations
among the SAARC countrics
more cordial.” the Prime
Minister told the Nepalese law-
makers.

The Prime Minister detailed

the on-going development pro- |

of her

government bills,

members' bills and functioning

to expunge the
‘unpariiamentary’ remarks of
Samad Azad.

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Miah said the rul-

ing on judgement of the
cannot be
in the House. He regretted the
way some Awami lead -
ers attacked the chair.
Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda observed that

advice to exc
concerned

Matia Chowdhury had earlier
told the House that the stand-
ing committce on the Finance
Ministry had been made inel-
fective by the ruling party
members and demanded that
the committees be made more
active and that all bills should
come through the respective
committees.

The State Minister, while re-
plying to the criticism, com-
mented that the efficacy of the
parliamentary committees de-
pended not just on the ruling
party members' goodwill. He

Financial Insttn
Bill adopted

A bill ing for strict
laws to make the Bangladesh
Bank’s controlling authority ef-
fective over the non-banking fi-
nancial institutions and ensur-
ing financial discipline there
was adopted by the Jatiya
Sangsad last night, reports
BSS

With the passage of the
Financial Institutions Bill,

parliamentary

il
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the statement of and rea-
" The Mouse regevind o i
amendments moved by the
Opposition afller about twe
hours of discussions on the bill.
:’p.tbnhu members criti-
i
patee e power tnd

servations bdt the Deputy
Speaker preferred lt“pmmd
with the legislative business.
The incident infuriated the AL
members. Prol. Badruddoza
Chowdhury then sought the
floor, apparently with a view to
helping the chair to control the
house, but was also denfed the

Ep-f.:l!:ar Khan Panni was not -

conducting the House in accor-
dance with the Rules af
Procedure. He contended that
the privilege of Matia Chow-
dhury, who wanted the floor

accused both the Deputy

and the Deputy Leader
of the House for the undesirable
incident.

Prof Chowdhury stro
protested the Jamaat MP's
servation and termed the com-
ment as motivated.

However, later the leaders of
the AL, JP and the 10J, in a
press briefing, accused a certain
scction of the BNP allegedly
opposed (o the gonsensus
among the Opposition and

Treasury. benches regarding
ways for uprooting campus
terrorism, for the incident.
also blamed the De

for vio

cleventh session of the J

adopicd seven bills and took up
cight private members' bill for
consideration in the coming

mﬁ«::jxe]c:t to convert
e into bio-gas
soon, JS told
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the campus yesterday.

jIIT A condemns
govt failure

By JU Correspondent

The Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity Teachers' Assoclation
JUTA) yesterday criticised the
government for the recently
submitted police final report re-
garding the cases against somec
of their

Refterating their demand for
unconditional withdrawal of the
cases filed against ten teachers
by a student, the executive body
of the JUTA said the govern-
ment had kept sogme of the
cases alive on purpose.

The JUTA sought proper ap-
plication of the judicial process
against the ‘criminals’, as
promised by the standing
committee of Parllament on
September 22.

In a press release, the JUTA
said the Home Minister had

to withdraw the false
and charges’ agai-
nsi the teachers and ensure the
ts of the 21
students accused of campus
violence within a 72-hour dead-
line which terminated on
September 25.

Sources said, the Savar po-
lice reportedly exempted the
teachers from only four of the
six charges levelled against
them by some students saying
that necessary investigation
was nol sinoe Lthe in-
stitution remained closed.

Meanwhile, the sit-
in demonstration of the untver-
sity teachers, scheduled on
October 5, before the Prime
Minister’s office may be deferred
because the PM is likely to be
out of the country at that time,
one teacher said.

22 killed as
Pak, Afghan
tribes clash

ISLAMABAD, Sepl 27: At
least 22 people were killed
and four injured as a flerce

gunbattle erupted between®

Afghan and Pakistani tribes in
the northwestern Dera [small
Khan district, the Associated
Press of Pakistan [APP) said’

Iar.l;{. reports AFP.

e officlal news agency
reported tension in the area
bordering Alfghanistan as rivals

were regrouping for another
showdown aller the clash in-
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Police in riot-gear step up vigil around Sir Salimullah Medical College as tension prevailed

— Star photo

Tension at SSMC as ICS
men stage come back

By SSMCH Correspondent

Tension continued to
on the Sir Salimullah Medical
College campus as the ousted
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS) ac-
tvists returned to the
campus to join the Academic
Council's

The Council met yesterday
morning with the college
Principal Prof Mujibar Rahman
in the chair to review the situa-
tion oblaining in the campus.

Members of the All-Party
Students Unity (APSU), Sir
Salimullah Medical College
Students’ Union [SSMCSU) and
teachers represcntatives were
present in the meeting.

The ICS activists, numbering
around 25, requested the col-
lege adminisiration lo provide
them security in their respective
hostels. ]

General students under the
banner of the APSU staged a
demonstration when the
Academic Council was in ses-
sion, demanding ouster ol the
ICS cadres.

Wilnesses said, the demon-
strators kicked at the door of
the Principal's room where the
meeting was being held.

“They are kicking at me, not
on the door.” the Principal was

overheard telling the ICS mem
bers, witnesses added

The Council had, in princi
ple, agreed to permit the
‘ousied’ studenis to return to
their rooms and asked the
APSU leaders to refrain from
threatening the ICS members,
sounces said.

The Principal will decide to-
day whether the institution will
remain open of not. -

Some studentls al a mecling
alleged the Principal was bow-
ing to the pressures of the
Home Minisier.

"Closing down ol the institu-
tion may jeopardise Lhe Dritish
Gencral ical Counctl recog-
nition,” the students claimed.
The college. in the older section
of the city, is one of the four
medical colicges recognised by
the GMC.

ap-
prehending attacks from the
pro~Jamaat students’ wing,

A Jarge contingent of police
was deployed in the three men's
hostels of the college.

Zahir explains reasons
for monetary reforms

Convertibility of the Taka
will create conflidence in the
strength of the Bangladesh
currency and her economic
management which will attract
foreign investment, Industries
Minister AM Zahiruddin Khan
said yesterday, reports UNB,

¢ present pol com-
mitment to follow a free mar-
ket mechanism with an ex-
port-led strategy for economic
growth further stimulated the

process of the convertibility

concept, he told the inaugural
scssion of a discussion on
dercgulation of foreign ex-
change at the Metropolitan
Chamber.

"The convertibility ap-
proach is being supported be-
cause we have the lowest Infla-

ing, the investment-GDP is at a
healthy 13 per cent, the bud-
getary deficit has shrunk, and
t of all, the for-
reserve of over

opposing students fronils” a
Deputy Commission of Police

said.
Meanwhile, the Chhatra
Olkya and Islami Chhatra

Shibir could not hold their
scheduled rallies at Kashipur in
the city today as authoritics

ference in the evening, however,
alicged that police had lost thetr

- neutrality by siding with the

Chhatra Otkya. -

They also brought out a pro-
cession in the city chanting slo-
gans agains! the administration
and dermanding immediate ar-
rest of those responsible for the
September 20 incidents in
which two students were killed
at the BL college and Alla
Madrasaah

Hartal observed
partially in Rajshahi

RAJSHAMI, Sept 27 Half
day hartal called by Jamaai -¢-
Islami, Rajshahi unil, was par-
tally observed here today. re-
ports [ISS

The hartal was called to
press home Lhe demuand for the
reicase of Ataur Rahman, Amir,
Rajshahi unit of Jamaai-e-
Islami and Shibir activisis ar-
resied during the last few days.

Many shops in Lhe city were
clospd during hartal period.
Production in mills and (acto
rics was, however, normeal.

The hartal was ful and
no unioward incident was re-

ported.
Four killed in
mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were killed in
road mishaps and andther two
reportedly commilled suicide in
and oulside of the city yester-

Amhq-ucmﬂ-d
under the wheels of a minibus

at Khilkhet in the capital yos-
terday morning. The victim
George Mia. 4, died on the spol,

lided head-on with another

three-whecler.
The victim Galfur Mia, 30,
was brought to the Dhaka

Mecdical College Hospital
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- 'Taka to become stronger with con

From l col 7
sought a clarflication on the
definition of convertibility and
what was actually meant by a
market determined exchange
rate,

Venkataramanan replied
that an important element in
current account convertibility
;mmmy e:::hln.: without

ving to go through the cen-
tral bank.

Former Governor of Bangla-

‘desh Bank S B Chowdhury

wanted to know if the Taka
would be placed under a free-
fMloat or on a reference rate set
by the'central bank and, In an
import-dependent economy,
wouldn't a free-Nloat lead 1o a
sharp decline in the value of
the local currency?

Without a [ree-floal convert-
ibility 1s a myth, Venkatara-
manan sald, adding “Float is
the answer to the problem f
you are fmport-dependent”.

S H Kabtr, Man Direc-
lor of Renata Pharmaceuticals,
asked f there is cause for
concern over the inflow and
outfllow of currency due to
interest rate differences.

There would be some
movement of currency due to
rate differences,

Venkalaramanan explained,
but it would not be miuch.

Salman Rahman pointed out
that ([ the Taka stre ns
then exports would be af-
feeted. Advocating the institu-
tion of n subsidy mechanism {f
the Taka appreciates, he sar-
castically added "But it (sub-
sidy) is an enigma to our mas-
ters in Washington®, obliquely
referring to the World Ban

He also expressed his
serious apprehension about
the banking system's abflity to
handle [free-float of the cur-

rency.

The execulive dirgctor of
the Bangladesh Bank Abdur
Raquib said: "1 don't see any
apprehensions of ree-float as
we already have convertibility
uon current account, so what
we will perhaps anneunce on
October | is the achievements
we have already made and that
we are ready for capital ac-
count convertibility.”

The Managing Director. of
Janata Bank Md Taheruddin,
however, pointed out that in-
ternal structural deficiency
would not immediately allow
for a full (ree-Noat.

Ashraf All, a General

Manager of Bangladesh Bank,
noted that the role of specula-
tors also have to be taken into
account l:‘h:
manage to foreign ex-
change rate away f[rom the
market and added that con-

vertibility has to be linked to

macro-economic objectives.
Major General(retd) Amjad
Khan Choudhury, ng
Director of Property -
ment, wanled to know
modalfties of fixing a market

appear on a video monitor.
"The basket currency method
ol determining the rate was
nol articulate,” he said. "It was
a basket -case”,

S B Choudhury observed
that partial convertibility with
a managed float would be very
disappointing. He said cover-
ing risks Is very im-
portant asked if the com-
nwreial banks should

is

vertibility'

In to a ., he

also that the foreign ex-
control manual would

be amended but it would not
be removed right now.

Importers at the mecting
noted the problems they are
facing in taking advantage of
the currency deregulation
since the passbook or import
entitlement regulation Im-
posed on them not allow
them to switch banks to get a
favourable deal In exchange
rates. |
Syed Kamaluddin u': u“:
regulation is imd
Commerce Minis but as-
sured that he would take #t up
with them.

s ——__SS—S_S_sSS=——_S——SSS—— St

ported Monday “Yasser Aralal is on
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ﬂ'-hul-ﬁ.ﬂ-unurd.*ﬂr'mdnﬂmﬂhwh“
u:wmlh:ltmmMmzm- him." he
added, according to the report, ruports AP.

Tony Benn dropped from
Labour’s executive

cer as saying

BRIGHTON, Sept

27: Legisla

lor Tony Benn, deyen of the

British left, on Monday was dropped (rom the top committee of
the Labour Party, a velcran casualty of the main

movemnent's shift to the cenier. llenn, a well-born

who

renounced a hereditary Utle and who wants to abelish the °
monarch, was ousted [rom he National Executive Commitiee on
the first day of Labour's week-long annual conference, reports

Indian troops kill 8 in
Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Sept 27; Al least cight civilians have been killed

AP.

and 18

injured by Indian roops firing across the line dividing

Indian-and Pakistan-controlled Kashmir over the past two
weeks, the official Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) sald today.

The agency quoted informed sources as

saying ~indiscriminate

firting on innocent civillans in villagrs along the dividing line of
control in Kashmir has been on the increase for sometime,” re-

ports AFP.

- Storm hits Nandail

thana : 1 killed,

over 100 hurt .-
MYMENSINGH. Sept 27: A

woman was killed. a man was
missing and more than a hun- .
dred people were wounded as a
storm swepl over nine villages
in Nandall thana this afternoon,
local people said. reports UNID.

The storm. packing wind
speeds up 0 120 kilometres per
hour, lasted for about 1§ min-
utes damaging more than | 000
thatched houses and uprooting
marny lrees.

Salcha Khatun, 38, wile of
Gias Uddin of Mijoljani village
died in a house collapse and
one Candab All, 80, of Noapara
village tn Mushall unton was

missing

Of the injured, five were ad-
milted to the Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital, 10 1o

Lhe Sadar Hospilal
and 20 w0 the Nandail Heaulth
Complex.

The storm-hit villages are

Pachdarilla, Mesher Kanda,

Hgoljani, Darilla. Rajgati. Banil,
Nuoapara and Mizbanail

Leading Bosnian
Muslims be
crucial debate
SARAJEVO, Sept 27: As

batties over land intensified In

northern Bosnia, leading Mus-

kms began debate Monday on a

phnhMlhﬂrl-fhnl.nd

end its bitter civil war. One
newspaper proclaimed the de-
cistan would mark a “historic’

The Bosnian Muslim Con-

vention, comprised of some 350

people from all parts of society,

wis lo cast a seccret ballot

Monday on a plan which would

carve Bosnia into three ethnic

mini-states for its Croats, Serbs

| and Muslims.

“This could be a historic

Monday for the Muslim nation
because (L is o decide about the
direction of its new destiny,”
said an cdilorial carried by the

Sarajevo datly Oslobodjene.
Sukhumi falls

From Page |1 Col 5
The fall of Sukhumi was tan-

Sukhumi’'s fall is that foreign
forces played the cards of be-
trayal,” he said.

Gulripsh, where the
Georgian leader is reported to
be. is on the Black Sea and has
been one of the staging arcas

i for the evacuation of

aboard Russian naval

Russian warships rescued

| about 3,500 refugees from

Sukhumi and safely delivered
them to the Russian port

Zillur accuses BNP
of patronising _
Jamaat, Shibir

today
ling BNP of pa-
tronising the anti-Liberation
clements o eliminate the UR‘

“The Jamaat
Shibir . being patronised

Khaleda leaves

From 1 Col 8
Begum Zia, who is also the
current chalrman of SAARC, s
expected o touch all pajor is-
sues concerning the third
She is likely to focus on the
achievements of her govern-
ment in sOCio-eco-

plumt-..‘h ‘

- as well as

democratic dispensations in
Hangladesh.

Minister ASM

Mostafizur Rahman, is al-
ready in New York, join
the Prime Minister's entourage
which includes members of
the parliament Fatema Chow-
dhury, Shamsuddoha, Shahi-
and Amir Khashru, Attorney
General Aminul Hague, Prin-
cipal Secretary at the PM's
Secretariat KM Rabbani,
Foreign Secretary Reaz Rah-
man, Director General (Econo-
mic) Hiekhar Ahmed Chow-
dhury and Director General
(UN) Afsarul Kader of the
Ministry of the Foreign Affairs
and Press Secrctary to Prime
Minister Mozammel-

Foreign

Two students, ASM
Rafique U Shimlin
Sultana, will pany the

Prime Minister. Besides, a
media team will also go to the
UHhﬂdqun.ru‘.rItneorcrﬂl:
visiL
On her way back home, the
Prime Minister will address a
meeting of the European-based
envoys in London
on October 4. She is
to return home on October 7.

HBFC borrowers

From page 1 col 7
tives including Dr Abdur
Rashid and Syed Abul Hashem.

Other demands of the asso-

interests for those who paid
their instalments on time and
satisfactorily, bills for
waler supply, gas clectricity
and different municipal taxes
until the borrowers were debt-
free, and the formation of a na-
tional sub-committee for the
implementation of the associa-

tion’'s proposals.

Yeltsin

From Page 1 Col 3
Rutskoi and Parliament speaker
Ruslan Khasbulatov, have been
holed up since Yeltsin ordered
the legislature dissolved.

Rutskol claimed Monday he
would defend Parliament to “the
last bullet,” but some lawmak-
ers and aides mrnpllhwh:x'l-
vately that Parlfaments rs
did not know what to do and
were increasingly desperate.

Reuter adds: Viktor
Barannikov, named Security
Ministcr by the Russian parlia-
ment in to President
Yeltsin, has defected to the
Yeltsin camp, ltar-Tass news
agency said ;

Tass that Baranni-
kov had said that Andret Duna-
yev, named Interior Minister by
parliament on Wednesday, has
also lefl the buflding,

But Ruslan Khasbulatov to-
day denied that two ministers
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