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Zimbabwe cling to
World Cup hopes

HARARE, Zimbabwe, Sept
27: Striker Agent Sawu scored
the game's only goal as
Zimbabwe in hunt
for a berth in the World Cup
finals with a 1-0 win Sunday
over Guinea, reports AP.

The victory sets up a show-
down between Zimbabwe and
Camercon next month for first
place in Africa’'s Group C. with
the winners advancing to the
finals next year in the United
States. The teams play in
Yaounde, Cameroon, on Oct 10.

Sawu scored in the third
minute with a header that
~ rocketed past a wall of defend-

ers and goalReeper Saliou
Diallo, eliminating Guinea's
chances of to the finals.

After Zimbabwe's . carly
break, Ouinean defenders
stubbornly blocked several
more runs on the in a first
half that lacked co .

The southern Africans were
without key playefs Peter
Ndlovu, the Coventry City
striker who was injured in a
training session in Harare on
Saturday, and German-based
skipper Ephraim Chawanda,
also out with injurics.

Guinea fielded seven for-
cign-based fonal play-
ers, with Aboubarcar Titi
Camara of the French First

. Division team St. Etenne in |

the forefront of attacking tac-
tics that lost s in the
second hall. Camara scored
two goals in Guinea's 3-0 win
over Zimbabwe in Conakry on
May 2.

Zimbabwe and Cameroon
ecach have four points in three
games in the group, with only
the match on Oct 10 remain-
ing. Cuinea finished with two

points in four games.
Van Basten

recuperating

MILAN, Sept 27: The condi-
tion of AC Milan striker Marco
van Basten is improving but no
date has been set for the
Dutchman's return to action,
the club said on Sunday, re-
poris Reuter,

italian champions Milan is-
sued a statement after Van
[Jasten visited specialist Marc
Martens in Belgium for a
check-up on his troublesome
ankle.

Mariens gave Van Basten a
new programme of exercises
as he continues his recovery
from surgery in June, The
Euro footballer -of -the-year
will visit Martens for a fresh
examination in three weeks.

The doctor has sald on e
vious ™at n
Haster, riguired two op- -

rrations on his right ankle in
less than six montha, 8 un-

Wicly Lo again until arcund
the end of year.

Bad heel lets
Gazza down

ROME, Sept 27 An Ac-
hilles' tendon Injury forced
England midheclder Paul Oas.
coigne oul of Itallan Club

Lagio’'s match at C on
Su . Chub oMcials seid, re-
poris ler.

Castoigne Is also expecied
o miss Lagio's midweck UEFA
first-round, second-leg e
with Bulgarian club Lokomotiv
Plovdiv and s doubtful for the
beague match away to champi-
ons AL Milan next Sunday
Lazie had more bad news
when Uhey learned Indl ﬂ
dtriker Glusecppe Signor
be out of action lor u
woeks with a musc I'l.l‘l.'lll-
Signor s likely 1o miss llaly's
vital World Cup qualifier at
home Lo Scotland on October

. Dozzel denics

ND(RSWI 27: Jason

Dozzell l:nmd against his oid
team lpswich with just three
minutes (o play to give
Tottenham a 2-2 draw in an
upm attacking English Pre-

n-ldu on aund-y

A victory hr Tottenham,
!rhu liEd Dozzell from
1.9 million nds

m (2.7 million in
the summer, would have taken
them to third place in the

table behind Manchester
Urndted and Arsenal

Instead, moved up
three to sixth and in
the end they were o set-
tie for a nt r having
Colin sent ofl a
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PARIS, Sept 27:
Michael Stich ins-
pired Germany to
a shock 5-0 white-
wash of Sweden in
the Davis Cup
and will now play Australia,
who enjoyed a similar victory
over India, in the December
final, reports AFP.

‘Stich fintshed off the week-
end on Sunday with a 6-1, 6-1
victory over a subdued former
world number one Stefan
Edberg. But he also featured in
the doubles win and set the
rout off by winning the first
singles match on

Germany's star Ilrtr
opened the door lbr
j ty
who rulled

return to Davis Cup
Boris Becker.

Stich and Becker,
himself out of the Davis Cup
early round matches this year,
have often been at loggerheads
over sporting and political mat-
ters.

But the 1991 Wimbledon
champion said about Becker: “If
he wants to
will be welcome.®

Team captain Nikd Pilic was
not so sure about changing a
winning formula for the final
Germany will host from
December 3 to 5. "We have
started without him (Becker)
and | think it will stay lke
that." said Pilic.

After Stich beat Magnus
Gustafsson on Friday, Sweden's
position as favourites disap-
peared when Marc Goellner won
a four-set encounter against
Edberg.

Stich scaled the tie with
Patrick Kuehnen, bating Anders
Jarryd and Henrik Holm In
Saturday's doubles. After in-
flicted
the weekend, Goeliner beat
Holm 7-6(7/3). 6-4 to make it
5-0.

Wally Masur and Jason

Stolten capped a perfect
weekend for Australia with

oppressively hot day

northern Indian ecity of
Chandigarh.

Masur Leander
Pacs 8-4, 6-2 in 68 minutes.

Stoltenberg cruised to a 6-3, 6-
3 win over Zeeshan All, who re-
placed veteran Ramesh Kri-
ﬂ'nuniurl'h:h-t-l:h.
Krishnan and Paes. India's

llltl‘ltﬁlﬁﬂi'ﬂll‘idhu

travelling to
strenglh is that we have a ver:

satile leam with players capable

of playing on any surface.
"We have variety — right

handers and left-handers. We
also have a ¢ doubles
air In Woodbridge and
oodforde. | don’t think any
time Australia play. it can be
counied out.”

When Australia last played
the Anal. in 1990, they narrowly
lost 2:3 10 a star studded
United Ststes

play in the final, he -

s second defeat of

year, the United States

m huu:n Au:l.rl.lln -.nd
t the wee

p in nexi year's Wnrld
Croup against the Bahamas,
the tie, Tom Gorman’s last as
team caplain, was wrapped up
on Saturday but not withoul
difficulty.

Patrick McEnroe and Ricey
Rencberg lost the [irsl set to
Roger Smith and Mark Knowles
on a tie-break, but fought back
8-7(6/7). 7-5, 6-4, 6-2 to give
America an unassailable 3-0
lead. Knowles had led America’s
Malivai W in Friday's
singles, But he had to drop out
with bad cramps.

John McEnroe is a candidate
to take over from Gorman, who
was in the post for eight years

The US Tennis Association has
yet to name the new caplain
they say McEnroe is a candidate

over South Korea in Seoul.
Russia also beat Cuba 5-0 in St

Belgium's match with Brazil
in Brussels was interru for
the second day by the bad
weather with the home side
leading 2-1. On Saturday, rain

topped the doubles, which
Brazilians Luiz Mattar and
Cassio Motla eventually won on
Sunday. The bad light stopped
the reverse singles which were
held over 1o Monday.

In Budapest, Hungary beat
Argentina 4-1 In their World
Group playofl. Austria ed
New Zealand 3-2 Christchurch
with Alexander Antonitsch
beating Kelly Evernden in an
exciting deciding singles 7-6
ﬂf‘]r "'ﬁ- 6-7 nf:]- 7-6 n-ﬂ'
6-2.

In Dakar, South Africa took
a new step in thetr climb back
up the Davis Cup rankings by
completing a 5-0 win over

to get into the Euro-
African Zone First Division.

The strong South African

men’'s tennis team will now be
next year for a place
in the World Group.

Victory was securcd with
Saturday's doubles, but Marcus
Ondruska and Wayne Ferreira
both won their reverse singles
on Sunday to complete the
whitewash.

South Africa were promotcd
from Group Three in their re-
turmm to the competition last
year

With Ferreira ranked 22nd
in the world and Ondruska
hovering near the top 30. South
Africa will be favourites to be
promoted from Group One next

Sporti
Stlch leads German blitz

Wilander, next
Swedish Davis
Cup captain?

STOCKHOLM, Sept 27 For-
mer US Open champion Mats
Wilander may replace John-
Anders Sjogren as Sweden's
Davis Cup captain, a newspaper
said Monday, reports AP.

Sjogren was considering
leaving the job [(ollowing,
Sweden's 0-6 loss to Germany
in the Davis Cup semifinals, on
Sunday, the Svenska Dagbladet

news ;

ﬁ’:fgtm becoming head ol
the Davis Cup team in 1989
Sjogren coached Wilander, 29,
Svenska Dagbladet said that
other than Wilander, there
were two other candidates:
Carl-Axel Hageskog, a coach
from Vaxjo iIn southern
Sweden; and Martin Bohm,
who coaches Swedish pla
Magnus Larsson and Nicklas

Salem Open

result

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27:
Holland's Jacco Eltingh sur-
vived a scare as he rallied to de-
feat Greg Rusedski of Canada
Monday to advance to the sec-
ond round of the dirs 300,000
Salem Open tennis champi-
onship, reports AP,

Eltingh, ranked 75th in the
world, came back to win 3-8, 7-
5, 7-6 (7-4) in a grueling match
. which lasted two hours, eight
minutes, the National News
Agency Bernama reported.
Eltingh is expected to lace top

F‘rench Formula One driver Alain Pmlt holds aloft his
trophy after clinching his fourth world title in Estoril;
Portugal on Sept 26. Prost, who finished second behind
German Michael Schumacher, announced Friday his

retirement at the end of the season.

—AFP photo

Just a bit of fun

LONDON, 27: Briish
sprinter Lin Christie re-
leased his debul single here &n

Sunday in the hope his vocal
chords as well as his athletic
talent will bring success, re-

record “Keep on
Running” has been relcased six
weeks afler his World Cham-
plonship triumph in Stutigart,
Germany — which added to his
Olympic, European, and Com-
monwealth titles.

And the record’s Ltitle is
Christic’'s answer 16 Lhose who
predict a retirement announoe-
ment from the 33-year-old
Londoner.

The man with more medals
than any other British male
athlete will be walching the
chart progress ol his cover ver-
sion of the Spencer Davis
group’s 60s Classic alter fis
release on Monday.

But he told re rs, at

London's Hard Rock Cafe for
*the launch, he regarded

the record as “just a bit of fun,

and nol some sort of extension

of my career.”

He said: "] did 4t 1o show
people that although | am sert-
ous about running 1 can still
have a laugh when 'm oll ihe
track.”

The Jamaican-born DBritish
team captain said he enjoyed
music from soul o reggae.

He has already produced a
fitness video, and runs his own
personality management com-
pany with fellow athlete Colin
Jackson.

seed Jim Courder of the United
States in the second round.
Courier will face qualifier

Stich to replace
Becker

lnjurrd German compatriot
and de champion Boris
Becher In the Basle indoor
lournament starting on Tues-
day. organisers said, reportis
the

top seed,

Julie Inkster at the
inamori Classic, the

over

with the leader

Monaghan also held off
Patty Shechan, who trafled by
one stroke to start and twice
tied for the lead early on
Sheehan faded after bogeys on
Nos. 8 and ® and shot at 73,

Sheehan
and fnished as the

in uniess he can sub-
stantiate a real injury,” another
official said.

The 19-year-old Ukrainian

hﬂhzbﬁuﬁl.umwrby
y to be examined by

a tournament doctor.

*The is su 1o a
medical check-up by our doc-
tors,” Hardisty said. “If the
doctor confirms he is in ca-
pable of competing, he will not
be penalised.”

ATP tour rules state that a
player's best 14 ranking re-
sults will be reduced by one for
each late withdrawal.

Medvedev's absence makes
world number eight Michael
Chang the second seed in the
tournament behind fellow-
American Jim Cowrter, mnked
second in the world.

Henrik Holm of Sweden,

g Mm*- Wally

Masur and Brad Gilbert

Courier [aces qualifier
Albert Chang in his opening
match and will probably face

Masur, a US Open semifinalist
and world ranked 16th, in the

fnal four.

Michael Chang opens
against wildeard entrant
Yosufumi Yamamoto of Japan
and is likely to meet Molm in
the other semifinal.

The Salem Open is part of
the ATP werld series of four
Astan cities, which also takes
in Hong Kong, Osaka and

foot(] -metre) putt for her first

I;Lc round h:.-n with

Monaghan lost one-
stroke lead with a n-n the

st hole. She moved back
ad with a 12-foot (3.6-me-

tre) birdie putt on’ the sixth

T ——

Albert Chang of Canada in his
opening reund match on

“I've beaten (Pete) Sampm
the current world number one,
in a tournament in Atlanta in
April, and you never know, |
might just beat Courler this
time,” sadd

Thirty-two singles players
and 16 pairs of doubles players
are competing in the tourna-
ment, which ends on Oct 3.

Byun regains
WRBC title

TOKYO, Sept 27 Byun
Jung-ll of South Korea regained
the World Boxing Council ban-
tamweight title Monday as
4 Jokehiro -Tatsuveshi -of Japan
gave up his privisiohal title
alter an eye Injury, reports AP.

Byun was declared cham-
pion by WBC Chairman Jose
Sulaiman ol Mexico alter notifi-
cation of Tatsuyoshi's action by
Akihiko Honda, the Japanese
boxer's gym chairman, said
Shigeru Kojima, the Japan
Boxing Commission secretary-
general.

Tatsuyoshi alreandy had can-
celled a scheduled title bout
ngainst Byun on Nov 25. He
underwent surgery last for a de-
tached retina and is still in the
hospital. The Japan Poxing
Commission’'s medical commit-
tee does not allow boxers who
have syllered detached retinas
to enter the ring.

Sulaiman is in Japan to at-
tend a two-day meeting of the
Orient -Pacific Boxing Fede-
ration, which opencd Monday.

The 23-year-old Tatsuyoshi
became the provisional cham-
pion by deleating Victor
Rabanales of Mexico by a split
decision on July 22 while the
champion, Byun, was sulfering
from a broken right hand. |

= BORLANGE, Swe-
den, Sept 27:
Niki Pilic, Germ-
any's Davis Cup
captain, faces a
tough dilernma.

-3

What if Borts Becker wants to

play in the final
Australia?

Becker, who was the hero
when Germany won back-to-
back Davis Cup titles over
Sweden in 1988-89, said in
January that he didn't want to
play in the prestigious team
event this year, reporta AP.

But now, with Germany
having routed Sweden 5-0 In

against

the semifinals and assured to

host the Dec 3-5 final, Becker
might want to come back on
the team.

"l think we can do well in

the final without Becker,” Pilic
said.

Germany's bern against the "
Swedes by winning both sin-
gles and teaming with Patrik
Kuhnen i the doubles, says he
doesn't really care.

"If Boris changes his mind,
he is welcome to play,” Stich
said. "Were a stronger team
with him. There's no question
about it. But | think it would be
kind of disappointing for a guy
who's phycd on the team and
might be going out.”

Stich laid in January when
Becker announced he was

skipping the Davis Cup this
year that Germany would have
a better chance with Becker
on the team.

So is the
greater for reaching the final
without Becker?

“1 want to win the Davis Cup
and that's the only thing that
counts for me,” said Stich, who
won last year's Olympic dou-
bles title with Becker.

"l don't care {f he plays or
not. If we win the Davis Cup
without him that's great. If we

" win with him it's greal as

w
well.

satisfaction

Stich, 24, whose all-court
capabilities gave him tourna-
ment victories on grass, clay
and hardcourt in 1991 starting
with his Wimbledon triumph
over Becker, again showed
how versatile he is by sweep-
ing his matches on the indoor
clay here.

He lost only one set — 1o
Magnus Gustafsson in the
opening singles Friday — in
three matches and dropped
only two games as he trounced

BORIS BECKER

Stefan Edberg 6-1, 6-1 in a
"dead” match Sunday to make
the score 4-0,

For Edberg, it was Lhe
worst loss in 35 Davis Cup sin-
%I;m "It was horrible,” said

berg. who was ranked No. |
in the world a year ago bul
dropped to fifth after his early
exit in the recent US Open. 1
had no inspiration left after
they won the doubles.”

Henrik Holm, who upset
the sixth-ranked Stich in the
first round of the US Open,
replaced the injured Gus-
talsson in the
Sunday and lost 7-6 (7-3), 6-4

to Marc-Kevin Gocliner.
Cermany, who won the

nal singles

Plhc in Davis Cup dilemma

guarter-finals at home aga
the Czech and Slovah Rc
publics on grass in July, 1s
expected to choose indoor clay
for the final.

"It might be reddish 1in
colour,” Pilic said

Stich, of course, can play on

really matter,”
he said. "We'll have to discuss
it before a decision is made.”
If the Germans decide on
clay, Becker may not necessar-
ily improve the team. Becker
struggled on clay this year and
he has never won a singles ti-
tle on the slow stufl.
Goellner, meanwhile, wen
+ his frst clay-court title at
Nice, France, in May and he is
also unbeaten in Davis Cup
play. And Stich has won
all eight Davis Cup doubles, in-
cluding ﬂ;m:-c this year with

aal m hern:lln Tennis Fede-

ration will announce the site of
the final in 10 days. Hannover,
Bremen and Duesseldorl are
the leading candidates, a
federation oflicial said.

Yawa outpaces
Tsebe

BERLIN, Sept 27: South
Alrica’s Xoxile Yawa won the
Berlin marathon on Sunday,

* storming [rom behind to pass
compatriot and last year's win-
ner David Tesebe two kilometres
before the finish, reports
Reufer.

Yawa's time of two hours 10
minutes 57 seconds beat his
previous best by nearly five
minutes.

A total of 17,2856 runners
from 70 nations toock part,
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LUMBERYARD GREW NEEDS ROOM AND BOARDS.

Today's Cryptoquip clue: | equals P

The Cryptoqui
jetter stands for another. If

wﬂlquﬂﬁmlwﬂmtthc

words and words using an

locating vowels. Sduﬂmh tria l

p Is a substitution ciphe

rin which one
you thlnk Ihlt X equals O, it
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