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How to Provide Everyone

with Shelter

the time this leader is
ht have a look at the dralt

bcgy of the cabinet
of a National Housing

p of experts. Accordi
yesterday,
ed to be made available to the public by

grou
in this newspaper

published, the mem:-

olicy (NHP) prepared by a
to a report published
the policy is ex-
the

week of the next month. As outlined in the
report, the NHP, marking a major departure {rom
the conventional pattern, proposes to cever all
strata of society, with a particular emphasis on

low and middle-income

groups. Even more ambi-

tious is the plan to give high priority to the task

of sheltering
the shelterless.

the disadvantaged, the destitute and

It ¢s premature now to make any authoritative
comment on the merits of the proposed policy.
but there is no doubt that {t is quite high-sound-

ing. That the cnunt?r
0

lion new houses
speaks of the daunting

needs as much as four mil-
r ensuring shelter for all

task ahead. Jni'mt:m::ﬂnt*t:linpf 1o
ive

an estimate, the requirement will cross the

million mark by the year 2000. So far as the

ol-

icy is concerned, we are happy that the shift {rom
an urban-biased one to the most reasonable has
been pronounced In no uncertain terms. Also the

riority area has been

or reaching

identified by the experts

the most vulnerable ol the society.

All this looks to be a pretty good move, but the
crux of the problem lies not so much in enumer-
ating the need but in the way ol implementing

the policy. Cynics will
dismiss the policy

-package on the

not take much time to
ground that

such lofty ideas hardly get translated into reality.
We. however, will want to know what mechanism

the experts have thought of developing

for the

implementation of the policy. We are dismayed by
the fact that the government will have a lesser
role in the whole business and the private sector

will actually
miracle. Our
tives

be responsible for bri
riences so far with such initia-
point to the fact that the private entrepre-

ing about the

neurs are intent on investing in enterprises with

less risk and

ter returns.

How the new NSP will get the privale sector

involved in the job is an
government
provide the
overnance a
the societ

the lowest of the low

lays a promoter's role only

uge fund that will be ggﬂulrtd? Less
interference are

is considerably develo

intriguing question. If the
. who will

only when
d and even

enjoy the basic human

rights and the wherewithal to support them. In
our case, the situation is particularly dismal as il-

lustrated by the fate
Housing as a p

of the cluster villages.
e alone cannot succeed

without other supportive measures. However low-

cost hous

may be, in the absence of income

e is bound to fall apart.

jon the programim
is has exactly haEPened to the cluster villages.

It is the

stalking poverty that has to

be stemmed. Therefore, we will be interested to

know what recipe the
sleeves for

as a signatory of the

!gi‘:

licy-package has up ils
Ek;'?l’s?é;f ]ﬁ:‘i': government

Conference is just oblig-

ns by formulating a pelicy, it mgy
ar. The all-impo
cerns the fund. Mentionably, accordi

rtant guestien still con-
to the Rio

Conference, it is ineumbent upon the govern-

ments, who have

shelter for the
cess story regardin

d the charter, to provide
r. However, if there is a suc-
housing nearer, we can look

up for example at Shri Lanka. Former slain presi-
dent 'Jayawardene implemented this enviable pro-
gramme with astounding success. If we are seri-

ous about hous

here, we can take a cue from

Shri Lanka and boldly stand up to the challenge.

A Sporting Loser

That the Chinese are a great campaigner, even
in Western terms, was amply proved by the see-
saw battle for the Olympic Summer Games 2000.

The end-gam

e ol that battle gave the world a

chance to know China in an even newer and un-
expected light — that of a sporting and great
loser

In fact the Chinese promotional and manipula-

the 2000 Olymp

tive blitz in the matter of IOC choosing Betjing for
ics was so campelling that its
not only

failure to clinch the Games has sadden

China but perhaps more than half of the sport-

loving
Beijing's claim to gct
did not rest on her dip

She has in the last Asiad convincingly

competence in handling
an

ping

populace of the world. |

the millennium Olympic

lomatic adroitness alone.

proved her

happeni of the size of

lympic. For the Beijing Asiad had all the trap-
s and inner organisational streng

th of an

Olympic. And, in the meantime. China has also

shown to the world she

sporting superpowers, il specially
and so also in the men's. It doesn't

evenis

is indeed one among the
in the women's

“happen overnight — China gave its body and soul

to work the

unrcmltt:ﬁgpv for years on end
miracle. or getting the Olympics second time
to Asia in the history of the Games.

The
this to maugh

plea that was instrumental in beating all
t was not at all a

pleasant one —

sgcakmg sportingly. Some people in the US took
the stan

d that an Olym
the Tienanmen massacre —

amount to condoning

pic in Beljing would

an event that has faded well into the mist of

times past.

Beljing took care even (o neutralise that mon-

strous image by
dissenter. en so the

releasing Wei, the celebrated

West, at least an over-

whelming majority of them. stuck to spurning the

Chinese yearning

Australians are a greatl sporting nation. We are

not sure how much will the second Olym

pics on,

their soil in less than four decade’s time boost
the cause of competitive sport, specially athletics,

in the down-under. But, by
Tokyo, Seoul and Beijing

we know what kind of a

Powell-leap could the Asian nations take given

the chance.

There is no use in conjectur
hapzen if the Swaziland man woul
back home only after two rounds of ballot

what could
nol be called
ing, and

if there were a tie what would Samaranch do. It
is far better to settle for a Beijing Olympics in

2004. That seems to be the m

now in that

ancient city. But how can one be so sure about

that? Tokyo

got the Olympics once but was it as

an Asian country? Japan has lun%ngcaen the ac-

cepted white country in Asia. Will C
de-Asianise hersell in the remaining
or the perceptions of the

be able to
Seven years
industrialised West

change to accommodate exotic Cathay ?

Hearty and sincere
Aussie, specially to the

congratulations to the
Sydney of that fantastic

opera house harbour, We are sure it will be a
great gala show there with much of the honours

by the Chinese.

OLLING is enly days away
in Pakistan's third gene-
ral elections in five years,
eapucts of he
about the prn:;acl- of the

varfous partics. only thing

the example of .

that seems somewhat certain is
that voter turnout will be low.

According to one
the * civil and military
establishments, based on intel-

statements made avail-

to the Election Commission
(EC), expect only a 30 per cent
turnout. If the forecast is cor-
rect, this will be the lowest in
Pakistan's electoral history. In
1988 and 1990, the respective
figures were 43.1 and 45.5.

Indications on the ground,
too, seem to favour such an as-
sumption. There is hardly any
sign of the usual pre-election
activity in the major cities, at
least in Karachi. There are very
few or no street corner meet-
ings, rallies and processions,
not much of postering and wall
chalking, as the expression
goes.,

The EC, in line with the
carctaker government's ex-
pressed desire to hold free and
fair elections, seems to be much
more demanding and inflexible
than in previous years. It has
warned and candidates
not to violate the code of con-
duct have agreed to. And it
seems ined to see that
viclators are punished.

In some other respects also
this s elections are going to
be different than earlier years.
The caretaker government
seems set to ensure that fts
brigf tenure is not blemished by
allegations of rigging or other
foul-play that normally take
place during elections.

Some of the steps that the
government have take:~ to
cleanse the administration havc
had their effect on the elections
also. The most conspicuous is
the bank loans affair. For th-
first time, a list of more than

the Indonesian governme-

I nt has shown increasing
signs of tolerance of political
dissent, relaxing restrictions
on some of its most prominent
critics.

And when President
Suharto made his state of the
nation address on the 48th
annjversary of the country's
independence in mid-August,
he even promised a new era of
openness.

"Differences of opinion will
actually serve as a unifying
force to arrive at a common
consensus which will be more
beneflicial to the interests of
all,” he said.

Observers say Indonesia's
increasing prosperity may have
given the governmept the con-
didence to logsen up, but scep-_
tics want to see concrete ac-
tion to support Jakarta's
words.

"We should not be over-op-
timistic until the government
takes some real action to indi-
cate their desire for change,”
said a political analyst who
asked not to be named.

A recent petition to lift the
ban on the literary works of
renowned writer Pramoedya
Ananta Toer is being seen as a
major test case for the gov-

N the past few months,
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I C B performance

Sir, This refers to a letter
by Mr Adeebur Rahman, pub-
lished in your dajly en 13th_
Aug, on the performance of
ICB. ntly ICB itselfl had
purchased the t shares of
Progressive Plastic Industries
in the middle of 1980's and
debited the investors' accounts
in April, 1990, with Tk 400/-
for four right s against
five original shares when the
corporation found that the
company's shares are being
quoted at the Stock Exchange
much below par value. The
corporation charged Tk 212/-,
and not Tk 200/- as men-
tioned by Mr Rahman, showing
same rates for purchase as well
as interest on purchase of
right shares. This is most un-
fair, unjust, and may be even
fllegal on the part of the cor-
poration.

| understand that a public
representative now s the
corporation as its chairman.
We would normally expect him
to look into the interest of
thousands of investors instead
of upholding any wrong and
whimsical activity of the cor-
poration he heads. So far the
corporation has not issued any
rejoinder nst the charges
brought in the public from
time to time. '

B Hassan |
52, Siddeshwari Circular Road,

Shantinagar, Dhaka-1217
Human Rights

Sir, Human rights situation
in Bangladesh has deterio-
rated, according to an assess-
ment by US State Department.

Based on the report, US
House Committee on Foreign
Affairs has recommended that
Bangladesh "redouble its ef-
forts to guarantee that all Bang-
ladeshis enjoy lives free from
threats to their fundamental
rights,” since “democracy can-
not survive in an atmosphere
where the nt is less
than fully committed to the
protection of individual human
rights.”

American concern about the
well-being of Bangladeshis is

- e . E—

- Voters' Turn

PAKISTAN ELECTION PREVIEW

Promise of 'Free and Fair' Polls is there but
out is Likely to be the Lowest

J Zahedi writes from Karachi

M‘
People's apathy could be traced to their disillusionment with the two top political leaders of the

country. The caretakers’ revelation that the country's economy was on the verge of disaster when they

assumed power, took away much of the gloss from Nawaz Sharif's rule. Ms Bhutto, on the other hand,

lost considerable lustre through her collusion with the former President, Ghulam Ishag Khan.

6,800 people who have bor-
rowed Rs 82 billlon from the
country’'s banks and have not
bothered te pay back the
money, has been made public.
An ordinance forbids such
people [rom becoming candi
dates unless the outstanding
has been cleared. Though not
many important political lead-
ers’ names appear on the list, it
has created a sensation and has
put a brake on unbridled en
thusiasm. A former prime min-
ister Ghulam Mustafa Jatol has
been disqualified on this ac
count bul he has contested the
Retuming Officer's deciston,
Other actions which have no
direct bearing on the elections
too have had some indirect ef-
fect. For example, the tele-
phone, water and income lax
depariments have also pub-
lished their own lists of de-
[aulters. Many of these contain
names of many leaders or thelr
spouses or the business con-
cerns they are connected with.
Although these lists have not
restrained them from contesting
in the elections but have cre-
ated a [ecling among the com-
mon men that the rich were
given a Iree hand to loot and
plander. And if that were true,
concern for the poor could not
be genuine and deep-rooted.
The ZIz=t of publicising the

poor being given money from
the Baihd Maal (by the former
prime minister] has been partly
neutralised by the obvious In-
tent 1o gain political mileage out
of it

People s apathy could alsa be
traced to thewr disillustonment
with the two top political lead-
ers of the country. The caretak-
ers revelalion that the country's
economy was on the verge of
disaster when they assumed
power, took away much of the
gloss from Nawaz Sharil's rule.
Ms Bhutto, on the other hand,
lost considerable lusire through
her collusion with the lormer
President, Ghulam Ishaq Khan,
to oust Nawaz Sharil and by ac-
cepting turncoats like Moulana
Kausar Niazi and Ghulam
Mustafa Khar in her fold. It
showed her as bereft of political
morality.

Al the second level, the ap-
peal of the MQM, basically a
Mohajir party ol Karachi and
Hyderabad, was eroded by the
revelation of its terrorist activi-
ties. Originally a creation of the
establishment as a force against
the PPP, the MOM began to be
viewed as a problem when the
Mohajirs turned towards it al-
most to a man. Attempls were
made last year to dismantle it
These did not fully sueceed ex-

cept in forcing its charismatic
leader Altal Hussain into scif-
exfle to escape arrest and trial
on varfous charges ol lerroristic
activities. But the governmeni
had to allow the party, now di-
vided Into two groups, to take
part in the elections. Though
divided, the MOQM still remains
a force to reckon with and may
g:l play the king maker's role
th in the NA and Sindh PA. A
rally held by the Altal group
which the absent leader ad
dressed on telephone from
London for more than an hour
and the total strike organised

" by the other group were phe-

nomenally successiul,

The appeal of the Jamaat
Islami has suflfered by its tum-
ing against its own [riends and
allles. The image of each poliy-
cal party has thus suflercd, to
some degree, in the eyes of the
voters.

However, the battle lincs are
now drawn. About 1,500 candi-
dates arc contesling 207
National Assembly scals for
which polling will be held on
October 6. About 5,000 arc in
the field for 483 provincial

assembly seats in the lour
provinces for which polling will
take place on October 8.

The major contest s, of
course, between the Pakistan

People’'s Party (PPP) and the
Nawaz Sharil faction of the
Pakistan Muslim League [PML
(N)]. The former has Aelded 167
candidates and the latter |68

The Pakistan Islamic Front
(PIF). led by Jamaat Islami Amir
Qazi Hussain Ahmed with
about 100 candidates, oo,
hopes to stage an impressive
show. Unlike previous ycars,
the Jamaal is not contesting on
its own: instead only a few
months ago the Qazi launched
the new party. More than 60
parties have put up candidatcs

in the elections which are gning
lov cost the national exchequer

sonw [is 420 million.

Like the parties the candi-
dates, loo, are the same as in
previous clections. [t seems, as
always. ‘win-ability’ of the can-
didates has been a major factor
in awarding tckets. The so-
called ‘strong candidates’, i.e.
those who can. clinch a victory
by hook or by erook. have heen
given preference over the really
deserving ones. Therefore nearly
8O per cent ol those who are
contesting are those who sat in
the previous assembly or the
s belore that. Only the PIFs
stlection has been different
from the other two parties.
Instcad of nonnating the tradi-
tHonal Maliks, Chaudhris and

Indonesia More Relaxed about Dissent

ernment’'s commitment to po-
litical openness.

Pramoedya's novels This
Earth of Mankind and Child of
All Nations have been trans-
lated into 20 languages. He has
been nominated several times
for the Nobel prize for litera-
ture and won the Freedoin-to-
Write Award from PEN
American Cenitre in 1988,

But the author's interna-
tionally acclaimed writings are
banned in Indonesia because of
his former membership in the
outlawed Communist Party of

Indonesia.

was interned on
Lhe isplated castern
Indonesian island of Buru éfter
the failed communist coup in
1965. He continued writing af-
ter his release in 1979, but
even his new works are
banned. '

In a rare show of solidarity
for Pramoedya, prominent fig-
ures from Indonesia's literary
and arts community recently
urged Education and Culture
Minister Wardiman
Djojonegoro to lift the ban on
Pramoedya's writings.

"We should no longer be

e —_— — &
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unequivocally admirable
for her feelings for the fellow
humans on the same planet.

Human rights situation in
American democracy (in which
everyone is entitled to free-
doms irrespective of individual
differences) was projected by
the recent earthrocking inci-
dent resulting from a legal
abuse that eventually upheld
the great American social jus-
tice — save the allegations
about capital punishment to
the minor and mentally ill as
well as conviction on wrong or
faulty charge without adequate
legal representation.

The recordmaking Amer-

fcan roles as a trouble-shooter
and as a generous donor like a-
friend-in-need have fortunately
kept on installing confidence
in the impoverished regions
which virtually contributed to
the unipolar New World Order.

Bangladesh: at the Geneva
Conference on Human Rights
has expressed her opinion in
favour of Universal Declaration
of Human Rights without "dual
standards” even when her own
human rights standawd is short
of mark.

By any chance, should
American monitors focus on

the facts of the matters, "de-

mocratic” Bangladesh must be
in a situation as grave as that
overpowered both “dictatorial”
and "autocralic” regimes since
her independence.

M Rahman

Zila School Road, Mymensingh

Eviction of hawkers

Sir, The small and petty
fish fries, the hawkers and
vendors, are being caught and
packed off. But unfortunately,
nobody dares to touch the big
fishes, the public leaders, pub-
lic sector corporations, private
bus owners, drivers and bus
contractors, motor workshop
owners who have been creat-
ing terrible traflic problems in
and around Gulistan and Moti-

" jheel Commercial area for a

long time
The public leaders block
the public roads, hold public

Prosperity prompts Jakarta to loosen up Yuli
Ismartono of Inter Press Service reports

from Jakarta

afraid of communism as | think
it does not have a place in so-
ciety anymore,” said author
and columnist p Rosidi.
Many of Pra ya's works
hae long harn used as mate-
rial for literature classcs in
anti-communist Malaysia.

But Wardiman was non-
committal, saying there was no
such thing as unlimited [rece-
dom. “"Freedom should be

granted in phases according to

sogicty's capability and respon- .

sibility to use that freedom,”
he said.

There seems to be more
encouraging development in
the political field. Suharto, a
former general who has ruled
Indonesia which an iron hand
for the past 28 years, has
shown willingness o meet
with dissidents.

His meetings with retired
Gen A H Nasution, a revered
hero of the war of indepen-

. hazard

meetings at Shapla Chattar,

Dainik Bangla Square, Baitul

Mukarram North Gate, Press
Club Road, Zero Peint, B B
Avenue, Gulistan Cinema Squ-
are, Telegraph Office Square,

" Fulbaria Square etc, etc., and

close the .movement of traflic
for hours together and the
sufferings of the people know
no bound.

Public sector corporations
park their stafl buses at busy
and crowded rcads in Moti-
jheel Commercial Area ob-
structing the movement of the
traffic.

Motor workshop owners
carry out all sorts ol repair
works, welding, vulcanising,

-overhauling of the engine, body

manufacturing and painting of
the buses on Dhaka-Narayan-
ganj Road at Toynbee Circular
Kaptan Bazar Point, Jai Kali
Mandir and Folder Street
stranding the defective and
dilapidated buses for weeks
and months together.

Private bus owners, drivers
and bus contractors park their
buses at bus stops in rows of
three to four buses and also
make ‘U turn at many impor-
tant crowded places disrupting
the road traflic.

Hundreds of rickshaws also
block the roads and make hap-
Considering all
the above factors the role of

vendors and hawkers in crea-
ting traflic hazards in public
roads and footpaths is of much
lesser magnitude than those
created by others.

Wt\itmngly feel that all are
equal in the eyes of law and
therefore the traffic rules and
regulations should be equally
applicable to all or the hawk-
ers and the vendors should be
set free like others.

O H Kabir
Warl, Dhaka- 1203

Reduction in duty

Sir, The textile ministry has
proposed 16 points to revamp
the textile sector wherein the
mosgt significant point is to
abolish duty on yarn tmports,

———— —— _ae

dence, sparked speculation of
a reconciliation between the
government and oppesilion
groups.

Nasution, a leading member
of the Petisi 50, a mujor npljw-
sition group compurising lor-
mer military officers and gov-
ernment oflicials, has been
prevented from ° leaving
Indonesia for the past 0
years. Recent reports say he
will soon be allowed to. ge to
the Unijed States for medigal
treatment.

In August, the government
released six political de-
tainees, including Muslim
leader A M Fatwa who was im
prisoned in 1984 for his fiery
anti-government preachings.

Al universily campuses, a
hotbed of political dissent in
the 1960s and 1970s, students
have again been holding de-
bates on controversial issues. A
few ycars ago, the government

=

Considering the recent an-
nouncement abolishing duty
for capital machineries im-
ported. by the 100% export
oriented industries and the
present proposals by the tex-
tile ministry, | wonder if the
government will consider abol-
ishing duty for capital ma-
chineries altogether i.e. blan-
ket abolishment irrespective of
whether it is export oriented
or not. Alter all by abolishing
duty for those serving the ex-
port markets only, what about
those serving the local mar-
kets? In other words, what
about those industries serving
the 12 crore Bangladeshis?
Why should they be deprived of
this facility?

The Finance Minister has
not specifically mentioned
where and on what matters he
is finding opposition to his re-
forms, apart from VAT. One
can safely guess the opposition
insofar as returning or de-na--
tionalisation of the industres
must be a matter of life and
death issue. As those adminis-
trators of the nationalised in-
dustrics having become de
facto owners overnight will
quite naturally oppose tooth
and nail. Also reduction in
power rates which even a few
years earlier was Tk 0.40 per
unit, today it {s about Tk 5/-.
Similarly WASA and have
also Increased hundred folds
not to mention wages sector,
where the frequent relenting
to the pressure of the SKOP
demands has practically done
away with the credibility of the
government. It is therefore
hoped that the government
will extend a patient thought
to the proposals for removing
the impediments in {ssuance

of IRC/Pass Books to the in- -

dustrialist and also to consider
the blanket abolition of duty ir-
respective of export oriented
industry or otherwise.

Only this | feel can give a
fillip to the gravely stagnant
micro economic sector-privale
sector (ndustrialisation. After

all ts not good governance all
about serving the best interest

of the pcople?

Salahuddin Jamal
Banshghata, Chittagong

OPIN

arrested a number of student
lcaders for prganising protest
demonstrations

Even the once taboo subject
of child labour is now being
addressed. Jakaria is sericusly
considering laws forbidding
children under 16 W work and
has promised strict enforce-
ment.

Analysis say the most en-
couraging sign ol political
change is secen in the press,
which has tentatively begun
publishing editorfals on the
need for greater democracy.

The sftuation now calls for
normaley, for greater open-

pese~for “w~betrer-fornT o -
body"«_ae ngs_on . thg implementation.

demagracy i, which

fecls free to say what they

Tiwanas,  has ficlded many
candidates [rom the middie and
lower middle classes and pro-
fossional groups like lawyers,
lcachers, doctors and small
businessmen.

This year there has been no
cieetoral alllances, only under-
standings cuphemistically
called electoral adjustiments.
The PPI” showed the way in this
respect. Taking advantage of
the break-up of the Islami
Jamhoor! [ttehad (1J1) which
had clubbed all the anti-PPP
forces in the last clection and
the spitt in the Pakistan Mushim
League (now divided inte eight
groups|, PPP has entered into
understanding with PMI Junejo
group) and Jamiat Ulerma Islam
(Farhur Rahman group)l. That is
why the number of fts candl-
dates in Punjab and NWFP
where these two parties hold
betier chanees, are less than
what they were in the last elec-
tlons.

A significant part of the
PML{N)'s sirategy is to establish
that it is not exclusively a
Punjab-based party. Nawaz
Sharif has therefore been
o make inroads In Sindh,
sironghold of the PPP. His dect-
ston te launch his clection
cianpsign from Larkana, home
of the Bhuttos, was a part of the
same effort. Encouraged by his
act of distributing land to the
Haris while he was prime minis-
ter and by the support of the Pir
of Pagara and small Sindhi na-
tionalist groups, PMLI(N) has
ficided 34 candidates in Sindh
~— 19 more than what the LJI
had put up in the last clections.

Although Nawaz Sharil is fo-
cusing on Sindh, he knows that
he has to win in Puhjab for, as
his own experience has shown,
he who rules Punjab rules
Pakistan. His party has Nelded
108 candidates for the 118
scats from Punjab.

( To be concluded tomorrow)

think and feel,” said a recent
editerial in the daily
Indonesian Observer,

The Jakarta Post, support-
ing the move to lift the ban on
Pramoedya’'s works, said that
with the fall of communism, i
wits Linmwe 1o re-evaluale the se-
curity -orfented policy on the
freedom of creativity.

. But some opposition figures
remiain suspicious of the gov-
vinment's moltives. Instead,
the likes of Abdurahman Wahid
ol the Forum lor Democ

express hope that the new
mood will encourage pro-
democracy ps to intensify
their struggle for true demoe-
racy. .
Comumenting on the gov-
ernment’'s gestures toward
rseTIng up., he said, Tt dé-

ot us soe:”

| am not really aware of the
reaclions it gives rise to the
viewers, when they watch the
prime BTV news at 8 and 10
pm.

BTV, has now come a long
way alter its 1 tion. There
had hardly been any progress
in news collection and trans-
mission in real terms, after all
these years. | used to think
BTV newsroom people make
an extensive effort in gathering
and presenting the news. But
to my utter surprise, | discov-
cred that all the international
pieces come copled straight
from either CNN or BBC. It is a
vain repetition. In any case,
the viewers can have more up-
dated and detailed news much
earlier than BTV prime news.

BTV also sometimes reward
us with unnecessary and irrel-
evant international news. To
cite an example, a few weeks
ago, President of the USA had
announced some schemes for
the veterans and POWs of the
Vietnam war, which was ac-
cepted with a mixed reaction
and widely viewed on the CNN.
That same picce of news was
transmilted the. same night on
BTV. only this time in Bengali
version. | couldn't find any rel-

evance of this item to us which

perhaps was an American pro-
paganda. '

BTV ought to have much
more of the regional news
which is greatly lacking. More
about the South Astan and
other neighbouring countries
should appear on the screen.
Well, it is conspicuously un-
derstood that the BTV have
consdraints in resources.
Shouldn’'t then they concen-
irate much* more on the na-
tional news as our demands for
the international events are
being met abundantly by CNN
and BBC?

But there is a different story
about the local that are
produced for the prime news.
It is rather sad to out that
still, most of the national news
are centred on the activities of
the ruling party in a demo-
cratic environment. Hardly, we
are able to view other party's
allairs. There are nol
much of the business and dis-
trict news round-up which is a
vital part of any news,

The BTV news sometimes
arec biased and not produced
from informative and analytical
point of view. A few back
during the auiocratic regime,
one of the principal Ministers
it The Cabinet was '|"|j;,:h-'_1., i
clalming the President in i
erary terms just because he
saw tears In President's eyes
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who was moved to see the suf-
ferings ol the people at Adamzi
Jute Mills. Another time, the
President was walching a small
girl's acting in a public place
and burst into tears emotion-
ally. The Minister beside him
was really enjoying the show
and smiling but the moment
he discovered that his boss
was in a different mood he in-
tentionally turned his face
gloomy and began to weep. All
these did indeed hit the head-
lines in the news lo show the
compassionate souls of the
leaders. It seems the same
trend 1{s still continuing,
though in a different way.

The thing which BTV likes
to do is copying ideas with
which they fail to cope later.
CNN displays the scene of
their newsroom [ull of aclive
workers and office automation
equipment, when newscasters
are on the air. BTV .copied this
arrangements but their news-
room turned out to be an arca
with a few ghosts moving in
the dark very cautiously behind
the newscasters. BTV had
abandoned this presentation
[or reasons unknown In us.
Now what we see in the back-
ground is the pninted hend of
the national martyrs nwmeorial
pinching Bangladesh In a
shabby coloured world map.

The BBC or CNN don't
bother In any way even to
come down hard on their
premicrs and ministers. The
BTV news ought to follow the
same route, but surely it has o
be constructive and factual
representations. The present
democratic government
promised lo Iree  the BTV,
before going to power. To date,
we are yet Lo see any [ruitful
results.

The viewers are reluctant to
rely on the national news of
BTV as rarely they get inde-
pendent views. 'Greasing the
wheels' is the impression one
gets while walching BTV news,
The public are in great need of
impartial, informative and con-
structive news free from the
regulatory grips of the gov-
ernment. There should be
such in ients that people
from all walks of life could
completely depend on the BTV
news (o assess and judge the
national affairs.

Can we look forward to that
day when all the viewers will

be eagerly awalling to hear
This is BTV news from Dhaka
rettie e e praened Lo kmowr anvd
el Lo were fewed Lo Know”™?

e,

Harold D Biswas
Plassey Barrack, Daka ’
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