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seized in city

I

Eduard Shevardnadze

13, 1400 BS

TBILISI (Georgla), Sept 27:
After 12 days of intense fght-
ing. Abkhazian scparatists cap-
tured the key Oturl'h.n city of
Sukhumi on Monday.
lcader Eduard Shevardnadze,
who led the fafled government

the government trapped on the
devastated city’'s outskirts.
lbnuummlm'l:nl
message to his office in the
capital Thilisi that the city had
fallen. The Abkhazian press

TBILISI, Sept 27: Hundreds of civilians

in Sakhumi

wete killed by Abkhaz rebels today, Shevardnadze said in »
statement. Shevardnadze was evacuated from Sukhumi
shortly before it fell and taken to Guiripshi some 12
kilometers down the Black Sea coast, reporta AFP.

defense, admitted defeat and
was in AP,
Abkhazian forces fought
their way downtown and raised
their flag over city hall, keeping
reinforcement troops sent by

service in Moscow sald he was
in hiding in the town of
Guirtpsh, nine miles from

 Sukhumi, but the report could
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B

ukhumi falls to rebels,
hevardnadze in hiding

Russian-

Yeltsin ordered the Defense
. Ministry to give ‘'maudmum’ as-
sistance to get Shevardnadze
safely out of A.hm Russian
officials said
More than 3, 000 p
been killed since he region's
nationalist leaders declared
a year ago, and over
100,000 have been made
homeless by the

Under the terms of a

brokered peace’ plan in
July, Georgia had withdrawn
more than 80 per cent of its
troops and equipment from
Sukhumi, it vulnerable
when Abkhazians attacked on

not be confirmed independently. Sept 16.

Russian President Boris

See Page 12 Col 7
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Walkout marks JS |Khaledaleaves
prorogation

By Staff Correspondent

The eleventh session of the
country's fifth Jatlya Sangsad

WS) was yesterday
with the ﬂppulltm benches of
the House totally em

Earlier, the Gppoduon par-
ties present in the house yes-
terday — the Awami League
(AL), the Jattya Party (JP), the
Jamaat-e-lslami, Bangladesh
and the Islami Otkkya Jote
(10J) — staged stormy, separate
walkouts protesting the chair's
alleged indifference to an AL
member's right to give a per-
sonal explanation on the floor.

The Awami League members,
led by acting Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
walked out first amidst a pan-
demonium following the wind-
ing up statement of Mojibar
Rahman, State Minister for

Finance, in reply to the
Opposition’s criticism of the
Financial Institution Bill, 1603,

Abdus Samad Azad, immedi-
ately before staging the walk-
out, became very agitated and
asked, at the top of his voice,
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni, who was presiding
over the session, to get out of
the House. Samad Azad's col-
leagues in the AL bench were
also very loud against the chair
at that time.

The JP, the Jamaat and the
10J followed the AL. These par-
ties, before staging their sepa-
rate walkouts, also accused the

"Deputy Speaker for creating

'such an undesirable situation.’
Deputy Leader of the House
Profl Badruddoza Chowdhury,

See Page 12 Col |

Yeltsin rules out

MOSCOW, Sept
President Boris "I"'elum rulzd
oul compromise with his
hard-line opponents in

Parliament, saying Monday he
would not accept any plan for
simultaneous presidential and

Mmm

Spctkln[ on national TV,
Yeltsin rebuffed suggestions

[rom some opponents and mod-
erates that he accept a com-
to end the political cri-
sis when he dissolved
Parliament last week and or-
dered new elections.
He continued to insist that
:r!l-ﬂmﬂuy elections will be
id in December, o be fol-
lowed by tial elections
in June. He said the alternative
would be a non-functioning

government.
Yeltsin's televised address

‘ﬂm after demoralized law-

makers appealed to the Russian
armed forces to revolt and ouat
him. But the lawmakers sup-

PO contifiued to dwindie as

the miltary stood Nirm hehind
Yettsin,

Yeltsin was cheered by thou
sands of people at a concert In
Red Square on Sunday. and
thousands more mareched
through the Russian capftal in
a major show of support br the
President.

The jittery I|awmakers
clatmed early Monday (that
Yelisin ordered riot police to
storm Parllament, where they
have been holed up since
Tuesday. But therr was no at-

e net ofl by a

E

riorating. adding t©o the isolation
and discomfort of the holdouts.

and hot
water hn been cut ofl, so
F-h-enthuﬁlhnh:hm
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telegrams

from some army a
units, but there was

mood

butlding, called the
House, was increasingly de-
t as about 100 law-
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hard - liners.
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small group of volunteers,
armed with rifles and dressed in

any compromlse

Clinton for moratorium |

on N-arms testing

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 27:
President Clhinton, in hll first
address to the United Nations,
urgéd all nations Monday to
heed an international morato-
rium on testing nuclear
weapons — remarks clearly
aimed at China, reports AP.

. He also pledged that his
t would ‘remain en-
gaged and lead' and not turn its
back on the world's problems.
"It is a moment of miracles,’
Clinton proclaimed, citing peace
accords between old enemies In
the Middle. East and South

Africa and the [ledgling
racies in Russia and in ot

. formerly totalitarian states.

Still, Clinton added : 'Serious
threats remain ... Even small
conflicts can take on murderous

proportions.

Clinton, in his speech to the
General . announced
plans to negotiate an interna-

tional A id ban
wra
"One of our most urgent
priorities must be attacking the
of methods of mass
destruction, whether they are

nuclear, chemical or biological,”
Clinton saidd.

He denounced isolationism
and protectionism, pledging
new US eflorts to combat nu-
clear proliferation, improve
global conlflict resolution and
promote sustainable develop-
ment.

rfum as we
testing for all time, 'he said.

Clinton, noting the UN's ex-

panded role as a peacekeeper.
said there shauld be stifl condi-

tions for creating peacekeeping

operations.

He said basic
must be answered
can be committed:

uestions

‘Is there a

international relel effort in

Somalia, saying’ ‘the United
States and United Nations
have worked together to achieve

a stunning humanitarian res-

L)

:

‘'UN FE‘;thﬂ:"ptrl from over
two dozen nations remedn
day, includ

~Called for the creation of a
UN commissioner for human
rights. Human rights are not
something conditional, founded
by culture, but something uni-
versal granted by God”

— Recognized Cambodia's
new cleeted government — a
coalition that brings the Khmer,
Rouge's former allies together
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Split in Sharif's camp will | BSF men kill one, | HBFC borrowers demand
injure another . . .
From Our Correspondent | SPC 1INterest on principal

beneﬁt Benazir : Analysts

ISLAMABAD, Sept 27 Ten
days ahead of national clec-
tons, lormer premier Benazir
Bhutto ts benefitting from a
spiit in her rival's camp,
diplomats and analysts said 1o
day, reports AFP

This time her Pakislan
People’'s Party (PPP) stands a
good chance of improving iis
performance against the rival
Pakistan Muslim League (P'ML],
diplomalts said.

The PML. backed by the
country’s Islamic movement,
had two years ago thwarted
her atiempts o return (o

power.

Sharil defealed Bhutto in
1990 at the head of a nine-
party Islammc Democratic
Alllance (IDA), bul most com-
ponents in the loose coalition
defected during his 30 months

' in office.

in the wake of his acrimo-

nious tul-lhl'lthl.ht
lhtnmtﬂcnt h=
Khan, the PML also
Shartl resigned July |
ing In a snap clection.

But most observers agree
that the worst damage to
Sharifs eclectoral prospects In
the October 8 to October §
clections was being caused by
an apparent loss of [slamic
voles afler he and vocal fun-
damentalist leader

led by former
MHMMCI-IH:-.I-.

joined with the PPP which, ac-
cording to observers.
fgives fu r strength to
Bhutto in the most populous
Punjab Province, where a key
tussle is on the cards.

While the southern Sindh
Province remains  her

in the North West Frontier
Province with an re-
ligious party Jamial Ulcma

Islam (JUN led by Fazalur

|

Sharil s poder-base has

115 seats In !l?
numhtrhmuriﬂdﬂ'ﬂtﬂm

wins the premiership.

-

SATKHIRA, Sept 27: Indian
Border Security Forcé (BSF)
guards intruded into Charabari
village in Kolaroa thana under
this district and shot one vil-
lager dead Sunday L.

Abul Kasem, 38, a brother of
the dead, identified as Abdul
Gafur, 28, was injured critically
in the shooting by four BSF
men.

Cafur and Kascem are
the sons of one Rajab Alf Moral.

Sources said the BSF men
from Amudia camp from 24-
Parganas districh attacked
Gafur's house and dragged him
towards their camp which was
about 300 yards [rom his
house,

The BSF members shot
Gafur while his eider brother
Kasem resisted them from tak-
ing away his brother, sources
said

MMmmmq

in his and was admitted
to the hospital in a critd-
oal condition.

¥

By Staff Correspondent

The Association of Borrowers
of the House Finance
Corporation (HBFC) yesterday
demanded introduction of sim-
El:wu;:mt rate against the

wmoney till the princt-
pal amount was

This was included m a 10
point charter of demands placed
by the association al a news
confercnee in the city.

General Secretary of the as-
sociation Mohammad Fazlul
Haque while addressing the
newsmen also demanded fixa-
tion of a maximum interest rate
at three per cent against house
building loans for both the old
and pmrﬂhm borrowers and

of the instalments
accordingly

He urgrd upon the authori-
ties not o | interests
during construction of houses
and to exempt interests on the
principal amount.

Claiming that the borrowers

had been victimised of penal in-
terests due to the HBFC's ir-
regularitics and wrong asscss-

ment, H demanded conver

sion of penal interest into prin-
Elpul amount.

He wanted fixation of in-
stalment consistent with the
rate of house rent so that the
borrowers could clear their
debts and sought a reconsider-
ation of the condition stipulat:
ing payment of four instalments
at a tme,

Additional loans should be
disbursed oh emergency basis
1o help the completion of under- -
construction houses and the
repayment of credits should
start only after completion eof
construction, he demanded

The press conference was

also attended by the association

" vice-presidents Abdul Wadud

and Abdul Matin Khan, advisor
M Mohaiman and olher execu-
See Page 12 Col 8

'Taka to become stronger with current account convembduy

Currency convertibility
would mest Hkely strengthen
the Taka — as experienced in
other countries — rather than
depreciating the local mone-
tary unfl, a lormer Indtan cen-
tral bank official sajd on

Infllow of foreign exchange
through jrwreased remittances
via the official channels and
the meturn of capital Night
money led to a strengihening
of the Indian rupee after the
current account convertibtlity
was introduced during the
budget in March this year, 8
Venkataramanan, former .

of

of the rupee, he sayd, even
forced the RBI to intervene to
keep the rupee weaker,
"1 think the Bangladeshi
would also come
" with the current ac-
count convertibility, scheduled
lo be introduced from October
1., he wid a groupe of lending
bankers, businessmen and offi-
clals attending a discussion
meeting on the “deregulation
of foreign exchange ™
However, he cautioned that
the strengthening of the local
currency would start a
‘nightmare” for the exporters.
He that something
in the of providing subsi-
dies 0 the exporters may have
to be considered under those

circumstiancoeas,

Ta
al

By Staff Correspondent

Organised by the Metro-
politan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (MCCI) and held
al the chamber conference
room, the discussion produced
a lively excha between
Bangladesh Bank officials,
bankers and leading indus
trialists and busincsamen. The

The central bank officials
and bankers, on the other
hand, noted that current ac-
count convertibility would
mean full convertibility u
certain limit. They also
all apprehensions about the
ability of the commercial banks
— the foreign exchange autho
rised dealers — o cope with
the situation,

Deputy Covernoer of Dang
ledeah Bank Syed Kamaluddin
observed that convertibility
and free-float of a currency are
two different things, but they
must go hand in hand flor
susiained growth Conver
tibility on trade account, he
satel. was achieved somctime
age and there are no
restriclions

Service account convertibil-
ity, he added, would include
travel, educational and medical
treatment expenses abroad
and the banks would be al-
lowed to provide any currency,
upto a certain limit, without
authorisation of the central
baank.

He indicated that convert-
ibility on trade and service ac-
counts would be administered

‘chilling effect .

Venkataramanan, also a
former Finance Secrelary of

India, s I)r advocated the
‘free Roat’ the currenc an
npputd tn a managed
the market t-: -rl
thu rate of exchange.
Hewever, he added that

transition to full convertibility
has to be at a pace and in a

totally dismantling exc
control mechanisms before
!t sure that it does not
have o be re- again
Salman Rahman, vice-
chairman of Bextmeco and o

former president of the MCCI,
See Page 12 Col 3

some brave

fate nur:kar .

E

for New York
tonight -

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia leaves here Fnr
New York tonight to address
the current session of the
United Nations General Assc-

(UNGA), reports UNB.

m Zia is scheduled o
address the 48th session of
UNGA on Friday.

The UNOA began at the
hcadquarters of the world body
a week ago with a 153-item
agenda covering the interna-
tional political and socio-eco-
nomic siluation.

The Prime Minisier, who
will lead a 35-megmber delega-
tion 10 the UNGA, is expected
lo highlight in her specch
some stirring issues posing a
threat to. world peace and
leading to violation of human
rights, particularly the tragic
situation in the Balkans.

See Page 12 Col 8

UNGA begins
debate

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 27:
The UN General Assembly be-

its annual debate
., with US President
Bill Clinton and J Prime

Minister Morthiro Hosokawa as
2;:-1 d.y':_ speakers, rgports

Brazil's foreign minister,
Celso Amorim, nl‘!‘;kﬁ. ? opened
the session as is traditionally
the case.

He will be followed by alfnost
50 heads of state and govern-
ment and 100 foreign mindsters
who will address the 4Bth ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly over the next three
weeks.

‘Upon opening the debate of
this 48th sesgjon of the General
Assembly we are, once again,
swept by winds of change.’
Amorim said.

‘And the l'l:t:h breeze :'I':t
h” forth £
understanding an?_f My
finally prevail over selfish inter

o ol e o iy

able moral lessond on which
our planetary civilizalion is

Amorim welcomed the Isracl-
Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation accord reached earlier
this month and Brazil's support
for Russian President Boris
Yeltsin, saying he was confident
the transition to democracy
would succeed.

‘It is, thercfore, with rencwed
[aith in the ability of mankind

"to find the sdlutions to the

problems it continuously cre-
ates for ftsell that we begin our

work, Amorim said.
" Cabinet okays
Housing Policy

The cabinet sesterday ap-
roved the dralt Housing
licy that aims at making
housing h::ﬂ'lty.t.n accessible to

i

’ﬁ

the B.nmhh-hn with
Prime Minister Ehgum Khaleda

Zia tn the chair,

policy, placed by t
Ministry of Works, also aims u[
ng house building in
urtlm and rural areas with ma-
on the needs of
the low and middle-income
groups.

It envisages development of
institutiorml and legal frame-
work to facilitate housing im-

ment and enhancement
of the character, quality and

environment el the existing
residential arcas.

The cabinet also approve
the drall of a bill viled Ins-

titute of Postgraduate Studies
in Agriculture [IPSA) Act 1993
It aims al establishing IPSA
Mo an autonomous insiHulion.

Pak woman jailed

for smuggling gold

A Pakistani woman was
convicted of smug-
gling gold inte and

sentenced te four years in
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