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DWASA in Trouble

Far from being over. the endemic problem of
the Dhaka Water Suggly and Sewerage Authority
(DWASA) appears to be compounding. As the au-
thority of this utility service is showing Increasing
nervousness and even at a loss how to tide over
the crisis, up comes the ready answer from the
world's premier financial institution, the World
Bank. Its solution is simple: just go for water tariff

" increases twice — only 20 per cent each time.
And the increases will have to be eflected within
a stipulated time — the [irst the end of 1993
and the second by 1994, which means a 40 per
cent rise in tarifl during a year and a 55 per cent
increase within two years, since the earlier 15
per cent revenue hike was imposed less than a

Thig.?)WASA's capacity to meet the water de-
mand‘v its consumers is severely tested at pre-
sent. With a supplying capacity of 150 jon
gallons of water a day. the agency can ideally
serve unc:y half of the city population. Then the
uneven distribution of this precious commodity
makes the situation worse than it should be. The
crisis of water sometimes pushes consumers of
those neglected areas on to the edge. The com-
pulsion of the DWASA under pressure of the WB
conditionalities to swallow the prescriptions is
now greater than ever before, [or the bank has al-
ready financed three of the former's projects. A
fourth project in collaboration with the French

overnment is ready for implementation.

though this may give the DWASA some breath-
ing space, the agency will have no choice but to
bow to the pressure. The bank has been insisting
that it will stop its next project appraisal unless
the DWASA has eflected the revenue increase as
su%qcsttd by the bank.

o say that the proposed tariff increase will be
a result of the pressure alone is an oversim-
plification of the complex situation prevailing in
the system of water distribution. Like most other
utility services the DWASA has never really tried
to come to terms with the idea that much of the
problem is its won creation. Efficiency is a term
one may never find in the lexicon of such corpo-
rate boglcs. Taking advantages of their laxity, on
the one hand, and in trying to avoid the top-heavy
bureaucratic procedures, on the other, the con-
sumers also look for short-cuts, albeit corrupt. All
this explains why water lgnes wasted while at the
same time acute crisis of the same persists. What
in technical parlance is called system loss has in-
deed been responsible for substantial part of the
problem. Without slashing the cost of the com-
modity supplied by the DWASA, it does not stand
a chance of running its allairs well.

Yet it has not %vtven any serious thought to
making it competitive, nor has it tried to manage
its won business without being dictated by any
international financial institutions. Admittedly, it
has fallen in a trap from which its extrication will
not be so easy. Its debt service liability accounting
to Tk 24 crore to the [inance ministry for the

1992-93 alone, and the expansion of its pro-
grammes proving so pressing, the DWASA is vul-
nerable to suggestions that can bring about an
immediate reliel; but in the long terrn may prove

pjurious not only to its own health but also |
E%QTH wﬂt-.bcmf;. % -
Il the does not sollen its stand, will it be

able to survive and look for other donors with
both intentions and resources to give it a new
lease of life? Or, does it have the willingness to
look for any other alternative? In the answer to
these questions lies the fundamental solution how
the water problem in the city will be met. It will
perhaps be too premature to make any- forecast
about the shape of the distribution system to
come. But about one thing there is little doubt
that the commodity is going to be more costly.

Reaching BRRI's Good
Work to Farmers

Agriculture and Irrigation Minister Majid-ul
Haq has called upon our scientists 'to evolve
mogcrn technnlnﬁn}: augment the production of
rice and to take ediate steps to popularise it
among our farmers'. On a visit to the Bangladesh
Rice Research Institute, he made the appeal to
the two hundred and odd scientists there. The
minister couldn't have said more apt words to a
more appropriate audience. .

Unfortunately for us, all the good words of the
world have a tendency to become cliche in a mat-
ter of no time, losing all import and meaning.
Asking scientists to evolve technology, however
well-intentioned, betrays a very innocent igno-
rance of the gulf that exists unbridgeably between
science and technology in spite of there bein
dynamic developments in the twilight zones o
applied physics and chemistry, biotechnology and
the old areas of engineering amd the so-called
medical science. The BRRI is decidedly one of
the more high-performance successful research
institutions, evolving in ilts existence of 22 years
no less than 26 stirains of high-yielding rice. In
spite of there being all the necessary parapherna-
lia and manpower for improving rice cultivation
technology including soil management and agri-
cultural equipment, the performance in this area
cannot match the discovery of the new rice
stains. The reason is simple enough — technology
involv modification of cultivation technique
and of the equipment together with better soil
management calls for exlension work on a vast
scale getting millions of farmers into the act of
the switchover.

How can the BRRI scientists popularize their
new strains and techniques among the farmers?
What will then the Thana Agriculture Oflicer and
:.jh?? extension graduates passing out from the BAU

o :

There is one time-tested killer of all good-in-
tentioned tall orders, mostly of ministerial origin.
Offlicers will be officers, marking and noting and
signing and passing on files even if they are to

eers and agronomists. Scientists are a dii-
ferent breed, shut off from anything to do with a
work-force or a crowd of farmers in the field. But
those officers charged with application of labora-
tory inventions and discovery will be ever busy
being gentlemen weighed down by worries over
leaves and promotions. retirement and pensions.
We have yet to see a top engineer we a hel-
mel and a top agronomist going into a muddy
field with true sweating and smelling farmers
around him.

Reaching the achievements of the BRRI to the
farmer in {ield should precisely be the job of Mr.
Haq's ministry and not BRRl's. How we would
like to see him to set an example to his tion
engineers and a%rlcultural ln:hnnlo%tsts — teach-
lé:g his officers how to be acceptable to the poor

rmers,

—
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EARLY three months be-
hind schedule, the imp-

ort policy for the ongo-
was

by the government this
month. The import Anancing
programme so approved, covers
the beginning on July 1, '93,
while the two-year rt policy
ftsell goes one year to
encompass 1994-95, The
[inancing programme projects
imports covered by it at 3,125
million US dollars during the
current financial year which is
sald to be about 19 per cent
higher than that of the
preceding year.

The import policy financing
programme does not, of course,
cover all the imports into the
country during a given year. For
instance, there are development
im funded by donor agen-
cies which do not figure in the
finaneing programme. By way of
fllustration, it. could be men-
tioned that according to the
provisional data, total imports
into the country the last
financial year came to about
3,900 million US dollars, out of
which roughly around 2,600
million dollars came under the

import policy financing pro-

More important perhaps is
the fact that import policy, as
reflected in the Import Policy
Order (IPO) lays down the
framework under which import
trade in its entirety would be
carried out during the ensuing
year. It tells you of the condi-
tions for ﬂhlllnﬁl;lg au.horisa-
tion to import, opening let-
ters of credit, for shipment of
gamut of do's and dont's. Of
more topical interest, the IPO
lists the items which you can-

‘not impaort or import only under

FTER decades away

from their motherland,

thousands of Mongolian
Kazakhs are trying to readjust
to life in Kazakhstan.

More than 2,700 families
have been repatrited from
Mongolia to Kazakhstan this
year and regular Kazakhi
Airline flights are helping to
swell that number,

Victims of decades of Soviet
oppression, the Mongolian
Kazakhs are being re-settled in
villages around Talgar, some
100 kilometres northeast of

| Kazakhstan capital Alma-Ata.

They live in relative poverty
in decaying houses, with some
having little more than
coloured rugs and a TV set —
trucked in from Mongolia — as
their only worldly possessions.

But most of the new arrivals
are glad to be back despite the
hardships. For example, thé
three-roomed house Zhanas

IMPORT POLICY THEN AND NOW

Tariffs on Items Freed from Control Need Scrutiny

certatn specified terms.

This  year's official an-
nouncement on the govern-
ment's approval of the import
policy is terse in the matter of

It merely hints at with-
drawal of restrictions on im-
ports of certain ftems and cas-
ing of some conditionalities in
the existing IPO. The official
announcement does not spell
out what these changes are. So,
you have to wait tll the new PO

what it is all about.

Gone are the days when the
new import policy would be an-
nounced with a over TV,
radio and newspapers. There
were reasons too why the an-
nouncement was awaliled ca-
gerly. Till the ongoing reforms

in trade and industrial policies
set in, the PO would lisl {tems

that were permissible for im
port. In other words, it was a
positive list, telling you only the
items that you could import.
Any item not covered by the list
was prohibited for import.
Import liberalisation in those
days spelled an expansion of
the positive list, making more
items importable. These days,
the PO contains only the nega-
tive list, teling you of the ftems
prohibited or restricted for im-
port. It follows, therefore, that
iterns not figuring in the nega-
tive list can be imported freely.
Contrary to the earlier practice,
import liberalisation entails
contraction of the list appearing
in the [PO these days. A con-
traction of the negative list
means that you can now import
some of the hitherto prohibited
items Loo.

In a restrictive trade regime,
an expansion of the facility to

imr:t would be greeted with
welcoming nofses, not only by
the trade but also by the indus-
try. Removal of restrictions on
the import of its raw material
and other essential input was
the reason why the industry too
would take a benign view of im-
port liberalisation in those days.
The industry has long ceased to
face restrictions in the matter of
tmport of essential inputs. Now,
the import substitution indus-
try in general, tend to view each
fresh dose of import liberalisa-
tion with dismay. To them, the

ALONG MY WAY

instance, the value ceiling of
your import would be pre-
scribed in advance. Some of the
items, selected by the authori-
ties, would be made eligible for,
what came to known as, repeat
facility. In other words, if you
utilise your quota within a given
time, you could lay a claim to
import the same itern again, up
to its full value cefling or a per-
centage of it, as announced by
the authoritics.

Things have changed now.
You are allowed freedom to im-
port items not covered by the

~ SB Chaudhuri

move spells competition from
abrogd.

Uncertainty over availability
of funds and modes for financ-
ing imports, added to the im-
portance of the IPO in those
days. The positive list of im-
portable items would be dividcd
into several segments — telling
you which are the items that
could be imported in cash for-
eign exchange, which under the
w earmner's scheme (WES),
aid/loan/credit and barter.
Imports under WES would cost
more than in cash, because of
the premium on foreign ex-
change and higher margins de-
manded by the banks. Imports
against aid/load /credit and
barter, on the other hand,
would entail more formalities.
However, IPO left you ne option
as to the source of funds for fi-
nancing imports. There were
other complications too. For

ncgative for controlled) list.
Foreign exchange is available
freely. With the unification ol
exchange rates, the differential
on that score also has disap-
peared. In point of fact, nowa-
days the composition of the
negative list supplies the main
point of interest in the [PO. The
reticence of the authorities to
make public, immediately after
a decision was taken, the items
shed from the list this tie, at-
tests to the sensitiveness of the
issue. The last revision of the
IPO had reduced the number of
itrms on the negative list by an-
other 100 to 94, It was generally
thought that the reform pro-
gramme deadline required most
of these 94 items to be taken
oul of the negative list this time,
retaining only a handful on
such grounds as religion, se-
curity, health. Apparently, dif-
ferences on the issue surfaced

among the policy makers. The
media initially reported that 46
ftems were sought to be re-
moved from the negative list
this time and then ¢ the
count to 54 Latest re in
the press now say that the
number would be 24. Well, the
PO will show.

The interregnum between
the dectsion on the negative list
and its publication in the [PO,
should provide the authorities
an opportunity to take a look at
the tariff structure of the ftems
being freed from control. There
are at least two reasons which
should prompt them to do so.
First comes the question of any
possible tariff anomaly.
Secondly . if the existing rates of
duties on the freed items offer
any inducement for smuggling
these out.

Tariff anomaly could surface
if the existing rates of duties
levied on the inputs of a domes-
tic product ten to make it
costlier than competing im-
ported goods that would become
available on the market after
the revision of the negative lisL
Such an anomaly would place
the domestic product in a dis-
advantageous situation and
hurt its legitimate interests. As
for inducement to outward
smuggling, cross-border prices
also would have to be taken into
account. At the existing rates of
duties, if the landed costs of
items removed from the nega-
tive list turn out to be substan
tially lower than the prices of
similar products across the
border, t an inducement to
smu the imported goods
out, would arise. Let's hope that
if the need arises, use of the
much reviled SRO mechanism
to correct the situation will not

Kazakhstan: Home Unsweet Home

three children and parents has
no gas supplies or hot water,
but he is optimistic of the fu-
ture. '

"It is better to be hungry
but to be in your motherland,”
declares the 36-year-old engi-
neer.”

The Kazakhs, a nomadic
Mongol people, were absorbed
into the Russian empire in the
mid 1800s. Therealter, they
suffered constant abuse from
the ruling powers. The Soviets
foreibly collectivised the
Kazakhs, took away their ani-
mals and ignored an ensuing
famine that claimed thousands
of Kazalkhi lives.

‘ Historlans estimate that half
of the population of some four
million Kazakhs died in the
1930s.
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WASA water supply

Sir, Some years before
Public Health Engineering
Deptt/WASA used to supply
water with such a pressure
that it used to reach top of 3rd
or 4th floor water tank. But
later on they decided to supply
water at ground level. So every
house owner was forced to
construct under water
tank and fit a pump to lift the
water to roof top water tank.
Even single floor houseowners
needed to construct ground
water tank and fit a pump to
lift water. Millions of Taka was
spent to undergo this change
by the citizens of Dhaka.

Though WASA assured to
supply adequate water at
ground level, but the authority
miserably failed to meet the
water requirement even at
ground level. With the increase
of population the per capita
water supply ratio came down
very rapidly. The abnormal
'system loss’, ly highest
in the world, created all the
more problems. | fully agree
with Mr Hassan Sharif's |etter
on 'Water Supply’ published in
the Daily Star on 19-8-93. How
long WASA will take to imple-
ment any fruitful plan to re-
dress the sufferings of the citi-
zens? ; .

I do not know about the
posh areas. But in rest of the
city every other family had
been facing acute water short-
age. In a city where there is
neither any pond nor any other
water source the citizens are
completely dependant on
WASA water supply. Without
other essential services like
Telephone or even Electricity,
one can try to manage. But
without water it is impossible
to manage even for a few
hours. So, to overcome the wa-
ter shortage every one started
to construct deep under-

| ground water tank with deep

underground water connection
as per advices of the WASA
employees. E\E? body 1s going
for deeper and deeper ﬁ)m:.
How deep one can go? Some
one started fitting water pump
with |:£p water line, though

ul. Necessity knows

no law. Of course this process
created very much problems
for the law abiding citizens.
What is next step to get water?

Water rationing? Citizens of
Dhaka are eagerly waiting to
seec the action WASA is plan-
ning to supply water to quench
there thirst.

MS Hag
Babar Road, Dhaka

"The Rot: How it

Started and Spread"

Sir. Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui (The Rot: How it
Started and Spread/The Daily
Star August 10) has kept his
promise. He unveils the various
stages that preceded the cur-
rent stage that have reduced
our universities to a state of
‘impotency’. We must thank the
former Vice-Chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University for
his excellent expgsure of the

subject.

While tracing back the his-
torical evolution of unfonism in
students, Professor Siddiqui
has taken into view the post-
liberation period only. Precisely,
he deals, rather pointedly, with
the period for Ziaur Rahman. It
did transpire in the passage of
time that he had the student
community as a whole in mind.
May be, he wanted to use the
students as the most formidable
and eflective tools to support
his political machinations. His
joy ride with the unsuspecting
students in the historic 'Hifbul
Bahr' was perhaps the first

deal in the game.

Probably, in the back of his
mind he had the great role
played by the Dhaka University
students in 1969 mass up-
surge. But he was not at all in-
teresied in the impeccable
serenity of the student-move-
ment. He took his mental
vision [urther back to spot the
ignominious role of the NSF
under the direct patronage and
devilish blessings of the erst-
while governor of East Pakistan

late Abdul Monem Khan.
Though Mr. Siddiqui does

not look back thus far for the

Thousands fled to

Return home proves painful for displaced
Kazakhs. Nadira Artykova of Inter Press
Service reports from Talgar, Kazakhstan

vival.

It is believed that some 3.3
million Kazakhs currently live
outside of Kazakhstan, includ-
ing an estimated 150,000 in
Mongolia.

Makhabat says there has not
been a single complaint against
the Mongolian government on
their treatment of the Kazakhs.
But, he adds, "We felt there
would eventually be pressure
applied against us. If not in 20
years, then in 100.”

Kazakhs believed there was

“'ho future in Mongolia for their

children, he says.
Makhabat, whose grandfa-
ther was a cnttk':hreedcr and

‘continuity’, he looks correctly
forward to Ershad's time to
bring about an otherwise dis-
mally black picture that the
whole nation has been help-
lessly watching. The seeds of
chaos sown by the predeces-
sors of the present government
would one day serve as a
boomerang. Our history is re-
plete with many such events
and pity we do not take lessons
from.

Kazi Alauddin Ahmed
Shantinagar, Dhaka

Overseas telephone
calls

Sir, In Bangladesh the
charges for overseas telephone
calls are simply exorbitant. A
three-minute call from Calcutta
to Dhaka costs Indian rupees
eighteen only but a call of same
duration from Dhaka to
Calcutta costs several times
more. Of course value of Indian
rupee is more than Bangladesh
Taka. Even after making al-
lowances for that, charges in

h are extremely high.
A three-minute call from
Calcutta to Japan costs rupees
thirtysix but a call of same du-
ration from Dhaka to Japan
costs a few hundred Taka.
Examples can be multiplied.
Hence there is urgent need for
rnltiunu]illng rates of mﬁ“
telephone t:}nrgq to save
callers, :

What s most and
lurirlslng is that even after
such fantastic charges, T&T
Board is incurring h losses!
Regarding quality of service
provided by T&T ment,
the less said about it, the bet-
ter. Reasons assumably be
corruption, pilferage and plun-
der by people within the T&T it-
self. This calls for the urgent
need to privatise the T&T
Board. In the part whenever any
move towards privatisation was
made, that falled because gov-
ernment bowed down to the
pressure of the staff
and the trade unions. But it is
the duty of the government to
act in public interest and not in
the interest of a small pressure
group. It may not be imperti-
nent to mention here that after
privatisation of British
Telephone, it is not only
huge profit but quality of ser-
dously. Will the Parlamentary
Committee on T&T go Into 1t?

Saleh Alhmed C.
Dhalkea Cantonument, Dhaka.
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fled to Mongolia in 1933 to
avoid the famine, has formed
his own small enterprise in
Talgar which produces tradi-

Most of the newly-arrived
Mongolian Kazakhs are cattle
breeders and are being placed
into lr;:v schemes devised to
he Kazakhstan economy.
o special treaty has been
signed at a governmental level
between Mongolia and
Kazakhstan to eflect the cur-
rent repatriation. But the mx
has been encouraged due' t
recent labour agreements. ' |

Mongolian returnees are be-
ing offered jobs, accommoda-
tion and temporary loans by
the Kazakh Government and
are also offering truck facilities
to transport personal belong-
ings from Mongolia.

The flurry of activity, has

encouraged Kazakhs from

other countries to join the
flow. Kazakhstan recently ac-
cepted 1,300 from Iran

Arriving here in July, the
group was made up of mainly
Afghan, Kazakhs who [led 1o

Iran and Turkey during the

Afghan war and fafled to obtain
citizenship in those countries

"We expected another
2.000 would arrive (in
September),” says Nurlan
Rakhimdjanov who heads the
department for migration at
the Kazakh Labour Ministry,
But he says that batch post-
poned their trip because of
Iranian regulations concerning
documentation of repatriated
Kazakhs. :

The Kazakhs from Iran are
bringing in untfaditional skills.”

them are traders, land
tfllers and taxi drivers.

Like some returnees from
Mongolia, Iranian Kazakhis ap-
pear more oriented toward
Islam than the local. Many of
them have brought along sev-
-eral wives.

invite the ire of the business

community tn such a scenario.
NWARD of eattle

heads from across the bor-

der is in the news these
days. Acecording to a report
appearing in a local vernacular
daily, the authorities have
decided in principle o dispense
with formalities, such as
opening of letters of credit, for
the import of cattle along land
routes. The animals, it is said,
would be permitted to be
brought inte the country

:uitnmtmL:tpn:ﬂ m

borders — just on payment of a
fixed amount of duty per head.
As It is, bovine animals are
permissible for import
However, trade in cattle
continues to follow unautho-
rised channels. The flow of the
trade also appears to be quite
substantial. A Calcutta re-
cently reported that at least
twenty trucks loaded with over

ix hundred ﬂlltﬁne ™ hi'nnur

rissa,
ported through Khargapur ev-
eryday for months now.

If true, the latest move to let
cattle from the neighboring
country to be brought in with-
out observance of necessary
import formalities, would have
been guided mainly by practical
considerations and might even
appear as a sensible one.
Although might scofl at
it, all that is being done is to
accord official recognition to
exi border trade in an ftem
permissible for import. Whe
knows, such a move could alse
promote open border trade in
other importable items and help
divert unauthorised transac-
tions into official channels.

But there s little overall
passion for Islam In this coun-
try. Influenced by the Russtans
long ago, the Kazakhi elte
wear European dress and fol-
low European lifestyles.

"You'll find more real
mosques in Mongolia than you
will here,” says Makhabat,
pointing to the only mosque in
Talgar, locateéed in a former
kindergarten building.

Most of the returnees, how-
ever, have managed to main-
tain the Kazakh language and
traditions despite their years
of living in a faraway land.

"l| was amazed to find that
the Kazakhs here add Russian
words to their own language,”
says Adaskhan Xisekhan, a 40-
year-old Kazakh woman who
was born in Mongolia and has
ust returned.

IS, while they-have had
relative ease in takiig on Lhe
ways of their motherland,
many of the retuming Kazakhs
say they may have more diffi-
culty finding their real iden-
tity.
Says Makhabat @ “"People
here will need 20 to 25 years
to become real Kazakhs.”

| OPINION

The article by Abul Ashraf:
Noor titled Critical Assessment
of the Bangladesh Cadet
Colleges’ published in the
Education
Star on September 08, is every-
thing but a ‘critical assessment'.

The article begins by assert-
ing, ‘After 35 years of their exis-
tence we firmly believe that the
Cadet Colleges in Bangladesh
are the mainstay of the coun-
try’'s academics and discipline’.
Who are these ‘we’, ‘who
believe’ this assertion? Has the
issue of Cadet Colleges in
Bangladesh, its impact and de-
sirability, ever been open to any
process of public debate? If not,
one can safely assume that
these ‘we’ are none but the ac-
tors within the ‘cadet college
domain’,

| attended a seminar orga-
nized by the Old Faujians
Association (OFA) on ‘Cadet
College Education in Bangla-
desh’ recently with the hope
that at last the issue will at
least be opened up from fts
mask of mist. But, | was frus-
trated to note that it was noth-
ing but an attempt to take a
break from the regular bicnics
and parties that these organiza-
tions are often busy in. The
speakers all belonged to the
‘cadet college domain’ and the
representation of the newer
pass-outs in terms of having
their voices heard was nil (they
were of course 'actively used’ for
or ng the show). This is a
reflection of the cadet college
education system’'s practice of
excluding the ‘junifor's partici-
pation’. Strong assertions like
those voiced in Abul Ashrafl
Noor's article were made leaving
no space at all for criticism. If
such instances are cited as ex-
amples of 'public debate’ then it
would be ridiculous.

The whole article by Abul
Ashraf Noor is full of plain
rhetorics and popular jargons.
What does he exactly mean by
‘mainstay of country's aca-
demics and diseipline’? Does
cadet colleges follow a radically
different educational pro-

~

Cadet Colleges
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gramme? Or is the mainstay of

the country's academics only
being judged by academic re-

k:.n]tn?Ewnifﬂ'ﬂthtltm.I

do not think that admitting
students through one of the
toughest entrance tests and
producing top results out of
them is a great achievement to
be so proud of. And what is
‘country’s discipline’ by the
way? How can an appropriate
sense of ‘discipline’ be incul-
cated keeping the cadets insu-
lated from the people and ap-
preciating thetr views? Or does
the author mean keeping shiny

shoes, obeying orders without
‘question etc as the prerequi-

sites for the country's disci-
pline? An insulated sense of
dtscipline may be appropriate
for the armed forces and the
like, but not for the country
where civil society exists at
large, where questions have to
be answered even to the
Jjuniors’.

The author talks about
‘educational viability’. This word
‘viability' has become one of the
many present day buzz words
which is being applied indis-
criminately, sometimes even out
of context. Cadet colleges hav-
ing one of the highest operating
costs cannot but be ‘educ-
ationally viable'. Viability is a
concept that cannot be divorced
from cost considerations and
such an analysis of cadet
colleges’ viability has not been
done till date.

Cadet colleges apparently
are the last places that provide
an atmosphere for the building
of intellect. Intellect breeds in
an atmosphere where one {s al-
lowed to question, disagree and
voice his /her opinion. All these
are considered ‘evil’ within the
cadet college framework. One
might talk about the various co-
curricular stage activities in the
cadet colleges. These events
even up to their contents are
preset in which the cadets have
no say at all. Even the scripts of
the participants are scrutinized
by the House Masters before

produced on state. Topics
of current affairs’ display, a
popular inter-house stage com-
petition, like ‘India’s hegemony
for r' or ‘Bleak Shri Lanka’
and so on are nothing but al-
tempts to hegemonise the
cadet’'s Intellect with official
news and views. The examples
of a few ‘intellectuals’ who were

ex-cadets in no way proves that
the cadet colleges per se have
provided the necessary intellect
growing atmosphere.

The decision to establish
more and more. cadet colleges |
‘'on the sacred soil of Bangla-
desh’ was not decided through
any transparent process taking
into account the people's views
and needs. Without any|.
assessment of the impact of
cadet college, its viability etc
such decisions were taken
which only proves the existence
of a ‘cadet college fix' among the
people involved in these
decision making. Such fixes
have their won interest matrix
and dynamics. National decisi-
ons and spending of national
resources should never be
based on mere ‘spirit ema-
nating’ from earlier ex nces
as the warmth of such re-
stricted ‘spirit’ touches only a
few at the top!

The author proudly stales
the class impartiality of the

cadet colleges. Impartiality in a

class ridden structure where
open competition ends up being
a farce is nothing but a form of
partiality. As far as | know,

cadet colleges have no system of
positive dis¢rimination for the
poorer section of the country in

their admission policy. Under
such circumstances, impartial-

ity to class becomes an indiffer-

ence. :

The author has provided a
‘radical’ justification behind the

cadet colleges’ high cost of op-

eration stating that ‘cadet col-

leges can combat the evils of
cynicism, arrogance, brutality,
dishonesty and vulgarity which
appear to be the attributes of
modern youth. For that pur-

pose, sthe cost of quality educa-

tion will be high in the cadet
colleges.” But these 'modern
youths' and their ‘attributes’ are
nothing to be scared of as it is
these same set of '‘modern
youths' who can do wonders if
placed within an appropriate
institutional framework. Prof-

essor Yunus's Grameen Bank

has proved this mrd doubt.
It is not these at tes per se
that need to be fought but
rather the quest should be for a

proper frame of reférence.
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