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Ershad faces two more

corruption cases

Two fresh cases were begun
yesterday against deposed
President Hussain Muhammad
Ershad in the Divisional
Judgru Court accusing the

former president of misuse ol
power and indulging in corrupt
practices causing loss to the

state exchegquer, reports BSS
Ershad, whnluuﬁ'lngmﬁ

ous fail terms, was brought to
the court from the Dhaka
Central Jail and informed of the

. The dates for the a&
pearance of the accused in
two cases were also fixed.

The cascs rcla;t;:trﬁmut

an employce inistry
:. Health and Family Wellare
long after he was relieved of his
job and spending a huge sum of
money for procurement of two
sets of ENG Itbttmnl-thrn:u;;

theri uipment L
:uﬂl;‘;f;}ni and his wife
on BTV news.

Divisional Special Public
Prosecutor Abdul Tawheed read
out the charges of the two cases
one after another in the court of

Divisional Special Judge
Mohammad Al n.

Ershad is the lone accused
in both cases.

After consulting both sides,
the judge fixed October 12 and
Dﬂnhﬂ' 25 for the hearing of
the charges.

Ershad, who was seated in
the dock attired in a cream sa-
fart suit, was smiling when the
charges were read oult.

Earlter. at the outlset, Yusul
Hossain Humayun, Ershad's at-
torney, asked the court to see
that his client receives facilities
allowed under the Jail Code.
He mentioned that Ershad,
who had exhausted his funds in
the jail, is facing problems in
replenishment because of
complications created by the
jail authoritics.

Sudhir Kumar Hazra as-
sisted Hossain.

Ershad has been sentenced
to 20 years in jail after convic-
tion in three cases. llis appeals

nst the verdicts are p-md-

ing belore the High Court.

Yeltsin predicts
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Friday deputics un-d candles

around the interior of the
building.

*We have orders to let people
out if they wish to leave but to
et no one in except deputies®,
the commander of one of the
units lold AFP.

Witnesses in front of the
building said the troops, who
answer directly to the interior
ministry, replaced the police
troops who had previously
blocked ofl access to the build-
ing at around 3:00 am (2300
GMT Friday).

Mcanwhile, at the Kremlin,
the constitutional conference
also resumed session today, the
Presidency said. The body,
which includes about 600 polit-
ical, social and religious lead-
ers, was formed last May by
Presidemt Yeltsin.

A spokesman said it was not
known il any of the depulics
from the dissolved parlament
were attending the conference,
as they had been invited to do
by the pre

Htanwhllr Vice-President
Alexander Rulskoi loday briefly
left the parliament bulflding
where he has been holed up for
five days and called on encir-
cling special troops to disobey
President Boris Yelisin

Shortly alterwards he also
reviewed a group whn'l#r
defenders iy
the White Ho: cllli
them 1o back t
Soviet Union. In rupcm-r.-
brandished red hammer-and-
sickle Mags.

‘Do not obey Yeltsin, (Inte-
rior Minister Vikior)) Yerin and
the other bastards,” he called to
the special Lroops. °| am a

soldier like you, | appeal to you
o defend the constitution and

Murtaza Bhutto

to
14 seats

ISLAMABAD, Sept 25: Mir
Murtaza Bhutto has decided to
relinquish 14 national and
provincial assembly seats, re-
ports Xinhua.

This was announced on
Friday night by Murtaza while
addressing a press conference
in Karachi on telephone from
Syria where he is in exile.

Murtaza Bhutto, elder son of
former Prime Minister Zulfikar
Al Bhutto who was hanged by
late President Ziaul Haq, said
that he had to respond to_ he
public appeal of his mother
Nusrat Bhutto.

Nusrat called on Murtaza to
withdraw from most of the seats
in favour of the candidates of
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
led by his sister Benazir Bhutto.

“l will now contest for three
national assembly and six
prurlm:hl assembly seats from

in the October
duﬁum he said,

Nusrat Bhutto, co-chairper-

the law, otherwise the country
will fall under a Fascist
dictatorship.”

At the start of his walkabout,
accompanied by a group of

upporiers, Rutskoi had made
his way lowards a metro station
near Lhe parliament building
and siopped to talk to pabsers-
by.

As he returned to the
llament building after about
halfl an hour, accompanied by
another 2,000 people, he urged
the assembled crowds outside
to "Go to the end, but without
using weapons or foree, by us-
ing civic solidarity.”

Rutskol added that there
would be “no compromise™ with
“these criminals,” relerring to
Yeltsin who dissolved the hard-
line parliament on Tuesday and
called fresh elections.

The security forces allowed
about 1,000 people who were
with the vice-president-named
acling president by dismissed
lawmakers — inside the White
House, but closed off the
building again once Rutskoi
had entered, leaving about
2,500 hardliner
oulside.

PM llkely to
visit Japan
early next yr

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is likely to an
offictal visit to Japan next

UNB.

TI:H: visit will take
the invitation of the

government, a highly-placed

The two nts have
been working eut details of
the planned visit, the source
added.

Govt may review
drug policy
By Staff Correspondent

Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusul yesterday
said the ment m- r:=
view the existing dru
to make it more bene
the people.

The minister said this while
addressing as chiel guest a
certificate distribution cere-
mony of pharmacists who re-
cently completed a training
course on Pharmaceutical
Marketing.

The function, presided over
the president of the
Graduates’ Associa-
tion Mosaddek Hossain, was
also addressed by State Minis-
ter for Education Principal
Yunus Khan, Director of Drug
Administration Prof Chow-
dhury Mahmud Hasan and
president of the Bangladesh
Aushadh Shilpa Samity Salman
F Rahman.

Kamal Yusuf said the gradu-

ate pharmacists would have to

=

al

by

son of PPP, said that she wants PII:H a key role in ensuring
her daughter to become drug avaflability because of
minister and her son cmﬂpin-:m their knowledge, understand-
mmn..___.___’-zu and responsibility.

supporters

Condolence

The Officers and Staff of Transcom Group of
Companies express their heartfelt condolences
at the death of Begum Shakera Rahman, w/o.
Late Khan Bahadur Mujibur Rahman.

We pray to the Almighty for Maghferat of the
departed soul. May Allah grant her eternal
peace and strength to the bereaved family to bear
this irreparable loss.
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ane Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a delegation of Motawallees of dufferrnl Mazars, Dargahs, Waqgf Estates

and Islami-thinkers while they called on her at Sugandha yesterday. Alhaj Syed Najibul Bashar Hnl:bhnndaﬂ an Awamj

League MP is seen on her left.

Ban-Air to provide amphibious
aircraft on charter

The Bangladesh Flying
Academy and General Aviation
Services (Ban-Air) will shortly
allow the chartering of its am-
phiblous aircraft which could
operate anywhere in the eoun-

This was stated by Group
Captain (Retd) Saiful Azam, MP,
president of the Bangladesh
Flying Club Academy (Ban-Air)
while talking to newsmen yes-
terday.

Azam said, Ban-Air was, in
fact, the first step towards
establishing a private airlines in

sh. Seven of its aircraft
of different types are already
engaged in ferrying passengers
to different destinations. It does
not however, intend to launch
large-scale commercial opera-
tions, since its primary arca is
to train pilots, the academy
president said. Bult the
academy also plans to provide
casualty evacuation services,

Ban-Air, which was earlier
known as the Bangladesh
Flying Club Ltd, has entered
into joint collaboration with the
Swedish Mission Aviation
Fellowship (MAF) to upgrade the
professional expertise and tech-

By Staff Correspondent

nical skills of the academy to
make it one of the finest civil pi-
lot training academies in the re-
glon.

With the support of the MAF,
the academy hopes to train pi-
lots from overseas countries as
well. More than 20 applications,
mostly from Malaysia, are
pending with the my.

The academy, which has
trained more than ninety per
cent of Biman's pilots, will
shortly introduce a twin-engine
flying training course, the first
ol its kind in South Asia,
Initially a dozen officers of the
Bangladesh Army will receive
the training.

A large number of foreigners
and expatriates have also ap-

plied for the twin-engine flying
course.

The Director of MAF,
Sweden, Lars-Erik Wallahgen,
who also spoke on Lhe occasion,
informed newsmen that his or-
ganisation would provide
iransfers of skills and knowl-
edge to the Ban-Air as it does in
30 other countries.

Vice President of MAF, Leif
Helgesson and honorary Chief
Instructor of Ban-Air, Murtaza

were also present at the briel-
ing.

The Flying Acade has
about 50 students each
year about ten qualify for a
commercial pilot's Hoense.

The Bangladesh Flying
Academy aims to award B. Sc
degrees in Lthe future and one of
ils major plans is to provide
[acilitics for aerial survey, an
expensive exercise which was
previously done by foreign or-
ganisations.

President of the Academy
Group Captain (Retd) Azam in-
formed thal its private charter
service operation was picking
up gradually and some private
companies, individuals and for
eign visitors were already utilis-
ing the Ban-Air aircrall. He in-
formed that the present cosls
for chartering an aircralt were
Tk 5500 for a 3-scaler afrcraft,
Tk 10,500 for a six-seater, and
Tk 15.000 for an cight-seater

The academy president ex-
pressed the hope that with fur-
ther expansion of Biman's fleet
and opcration ol private air-
lines, the role of the academy
would increase in the coming

days.

Testimony of 17
JU teachers
recorded

The enquiry commission,
conslituted to investigate the

July 29 incidents of the
Jahangt University, has
so [ar the testimony ol

17 teachers, reports BSS.

The testimony of the other
teachers will be recorded today
while, the universily officials
and employecs, police officials
and employees and the local
political leaders and workers
will testify on September 27, 28
and 29 respectively before the
commission.

The date ol recording the tes-
limony of the studenis and
other concerned will be an-
nounced later.

JCD withdraws
strike at CU

CHITTAGONG, Sept 25:
Students of diflerent educa-
tional institutions here today
abstained [rom classes due to a
strike called by the All-Party
Students’ Unity (APSU] pro-
testing Tuesday's Shibir-
sponsored vieclence at
Chittagong University, reports
UNB.

Police said no untoward in-
cident took place during the
strike, enforced also to protest
killing of a Chhatra League
leader allegedly by Shibir ac-
Livists,

The APSU brought out a
series of processions and held
rallies in the city demanding a
ban on the politics of Jamaat-
Shibir.

Meanwhile, the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) has with-
drawn its indefinite strike at
Chittagong Universitly today
(Saturday) after a fruitful dis-
cussion with the university
authorities.

The university unit of JCD
called for the strike on
Scptember 22 protesting the
attack on its general secretary
Raliqul Islam Helalli by Shibir
activists.

The Vice Chancellor of CU
at a meeting with JCD leaders
assured that stern action
would be taken against the at-
tackers.

CU authorities served show
cause notices against eight
Shibir men as per the com-
plaint of JCD. The Proctor of
the university said that those
responsible for the incident
would not go unpunished.

CU may lift ban
on politics today

CHITTAGONG, Sept 25: The
ban on political activities in
Chit University is likely
to be withdrawn tomorrow
(Sunday), an official source said
tonight, reports UNB.

Authorities imposed the re-
striction on student politics
more than a year ago in the
wake of frequent violence on the

campus.

The Syndicate of the univer-

sity today (Saturday) recom-
mended a "code of conduct” lor
student politics to aveid
clashes. It provides for secking

of the authorities to

hold any political programme
on the campus, the source said.

Fighting continues for
control of Sukhumi

MOSCOW, Sept 25: Fighting
continued today for control of
Sukhumi, capital of the sepa-
ratist region of Abkhazia, as
Georgian officials dented that
Georgian President Eduard
Shevardnadze had fled the
Black Sea port, s AFP.

Mcanwhile, ousted leader
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, whose
supporters are also fighting
Abkhazian separatists, accused
Shevardnadze of provoking the
conflict, and in an interview
with AFP pledged to return to
Thilisi within days to retake
power and reslore peace. .

The Interfax news agency
quoted Abkhazian government
sources as saying Shevard-
nadze, who had pledged to
defend the city “to the end,” had
fled by helicopter overnight,
although it did not report his
destination.

- But the head of the parlia-
mentary press service in Thilisi
categorically denied the report.
"l have juslL spoke to Shevard-
nadze by phone from Sukhumi,”
Ramin Chelidze said.

Shevardnadze has been
holed up in the town, which is
encircled by Abkhazian rcbel
forces, from more than a week,
during which Georgian troops
have striven in vain to break a
blockade by the separatists.

Interfax said today fighting
was continuing at Ochamchira
to the south of Sukhumi, where
Gmrgian troops have been try-

g to drive through a corridor
ln n:arh the besieged town,

which has been under Georglan
control.

The Abkhazian sources said
Georglan forces suffered heavy
losses, in both men and equip-
ment, in fighting overnight.

The Abkhazian Defence
Ministry said its forces now
controlled 80 per cent of
Sukhumi.

Dr Kamal’s remark
baseless: Nizami

Jamaat-e-lslami Secretary
General Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami yesterday de-
scribed Dr Kamal Hossain's re-
marks about Jamaat's politics
as "completely untrue, fabri-
cated and baseless”™, reports
UNB.

in a statement, Maulana
Nizami referred to Gano Forum
leader Dr Kamal's news confer-
ence on Friday and said his ac-
cusation of cutting tendons and
slaughtering people is designed
to tarnish the image of Jamaat-
c-Islami.

Dr Kamal also
of "media terrorism”

lnclngtltl:hun{ydbwpw'm.l
ism being practised by a section

of the press, Nizami alleged.
The Jamaat leader said the

way Dr Kamal dictated the
government for removing the
two ministers and banning
Jamaat, demonstrated his
“extremely undemocratic and
autocratic mentality.”

joined the

——

_ PID photo

PM : Religion
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Begum Zia said the govern
ment had already decided 1o
repeal the Dargah and Mazar
Management Ordinance 1989
responding to the popular de-
mand to rescind the ordi-
nance. She sald the process
had already been initialed to
rescind the ordinance and (i
would be repealed In the next
seasion of parlament.

The Prime Minister pointed
out that the government had
decided to establish a perma-
nent Hajl camp in the city. She
sald the work of Haji camp
would begin this year and was
expected to be completed
SOOTL

Begum Zia sald the Waql |

could buifld a 15 storied build-
ing on its own land al Eskaton.

She said as the country had
resource consiraints, the

| problems would be solved in

| phases.

i

F

| ascensfon to the

Greets Sithanouk

Prime: Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has congratulated
King Norodom Sthanouk on his
throne of
Cambodia, reports BSS.

In a mes of congratula-
tions Begum Zia said.

It gives me greal pleasure to
extend, on behalfl of the gov
ernment and the people of
Hangladesh, eur warmest con
gratulation son your ascension
to the throne of Cambodia lol-

 lowing the adoption of the new

Police attack rally
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of the weekly Khabarer Pata,
Morsalin Babla of the Daily
Janakantha and Mostafa Karim
of the Dailly Banglabazar
Patrika. Badal was admitted to
the Narayanganj hospital while
others were treated at differ-
ent clinics,

The injured also include
Prof Nazma Rahman, President
of the Narayanganj town Awami
League, Uttam Kumar of the
Al-backed Chhatra Leaguc,
Dipak Bhoumik of the Sam-
milito Sangskritik Jote, To-
laram College student Mihir
and two passers-by Hannan
and Noor Hossain. All of them
needed first aid.

According to wilnesses, an
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP). all on a sudden,
drove his Leep into the ral
during a break for Maghri
prayers at around 6pm. The
police official reportedly
started throwing away the
chairs. The infuriated atten-
dants then began brickbatting
the policemen whom the ASP
ordered to resort to baton
charge against the protesters.
At one s the ASP called In
additional police from the
Sadar thana where the emer-
gency bell was :? and an an-
nouncement ordering
the rest of the thana's police
foree to ru-h to the troubled
spot

DurinlLthc clash, police

beat up participants of the
rally, newsmen covering the

incident, the :hupp-l:'rl of the

arca and On the
mher hancr‘.th: n.gltltud peo-
ple hurled brickbats and bev-

erage bottles at the policemen,
witnesses said.

Some of the policemen
used hockey sticks to beat up
the pmph witnesses said.

impromptu all-party
pmtut r-ﬁy at Number Two
demanded resignation
of the lome Minister and ac-
tion against the policemen re-

sponsible for the occurrence.

UNB adds: ASP llabibur
Rahman and some other po-
licemen were suspended fol-
lowing the incident.

Form Nirmu}l units
in educational
institution,

says Jahanara
By Staff Correspondent

Convenor of the Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul National Coordi-
nation Commitlee Jahanara
Imam Saturday urged the
formation of units of the
Nirmul Commitiee in every
educational institution to resist
the anti-Liberation forces.

She was addressing as chief
guest a rally organised by the
Projanmo-'71 yesterday . after-
noon at the Dhaka University.
The rally, presided over by iis
president Sayedur Rahman,
was also attended by poel
Shamsur Rahman as a special

guesl.

constitution.
| take this opportunity to

| express our satis{action at the

recent developments in Cam-
bodia. | am indeed happy to
note that the people of Cam-
bodia will soon achieve their
long cherished goal of peace
and

Govt to buy lcr

maunds of jute

GOKULKHALI [Chuadanga),
Sept 25: Jute Minister ASM
Hannan Shah today said the
government ‘would purchase
one crore maunds of jute
through 125 purchasing centres
during the current year for en-
suring fair price to the farmers,

reports BSS.

Indian ex-AG
nominated as

prosecutor of

war crimes court

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 25:
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boulros-Ghali has nominated

India’s former attorney general
as prosecutor of the Interna-

tional War Crimes Court for the
former Yugoslavia, diplomats
said Friday, rcports AFP.

Boutros-Ghali named Soli
Jehangir Sorabjee for the inter-
national tribunal which was

formed to prosecute human
rights abuses in the war-torn

Sora 63, was India’s so-
licitor :{e:tral from 1979 o

1980

' closed as Customs
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ANKARA. Sept 25:

Arafat arrives in

PLO Chairman Yasser MILI arrived

here today for a 24-hour visit to Turkey at the invitation of
President Suleyman Demirel. Arafal arrived at 3:50 pm (1250
GMT). accompanied by his wife Suha. Demirel welcomed the
Palestine Liberation Organisation leader at the airport with a

21 gun salute, reports AFT

Rival Afghan factions meet
to resolve disputes

KABUL, Sept 25: Rival Alghan factions met Saturday to
to resolve religious dispules that have deadlocked 'I;-Ilhl

new constitution. The mecting followed several

hﬂﬂ?

fighting on the wesiern edge of the Alghan capital I’J'-l left at
least 168 people dead and dozens more wounded, reports AP

UN sanctions on UNITA

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 25 The UN Security Council de-

cided Friday

to imposc an oil and arms embargo against

rebels fighting the Angola government unless they agree o a
cease -fire. The sanctions are scheduled to take eflect Sunday,
12:01 am (0401 GMT). reporis AP

Croats round up Muslims
in Central Bosnia

SARAJEVO, Sept 25: Dosnlan Croats have

have rounded up the

Muslim population of several villages in Central Bosnia, using
the men as forced labour and locking up women and children

in a “virtual concentration camp,

a UN official said here to-

WM

Farakka 1ssue
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crucial fssue, vital to the sur-
vival of Bangladesh.

A seminar will be organised
by the Columbia University,
New York, on October 10 on the
adverse eflect of the Farakka
Barrage on Bangladesh.

Top US experts, including
geologists, hydrologists, envi
ronmentalists and geo-physi-
cists, will present papers in the
scminar showing how north-
western Bangladesh is being
systematically annthilated due

' 1o withdrawal of the Ganges

waler by upper riparian India.

A four-member Bangladesh
icam is likely to attend the sem-
inar to assist the participants
with facts, figures, data, dia-
grams, charts, slides, still pic-
tures etc to present a hic
account of the aftermath of

| Farukka in Bangladesh.

Sylhet air cargo

men go on strike

From Qur Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 25: Offictials
of the air cargo circle of tLhe
Svlhet Customs Department
have gone on strike since last

. Wednesday demanding de-

ployment of security forve in
the office.

An official souree informed
this correspondent that a

up of youngmen went to the
gr!'?irtt on September 21 and

demanded clearance of some
cargoes violating customs

rules. A number of crackers

were also exploded at the

time.
A case has been filed with

the Kotwali thana, but no ac-

| tion has yet been taken against

‘the culprits,

50 Shibir cadres
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procession in the hostel area

| yesterday morning.

APSU sources said the ICS
activists had threatened two of
their erstwhile co who
joined the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) after quitting the
pro-Jamaat students’ wing on
Thursday.

A procession under the ban-
ner of the APSU raided rooms
reportedly belonging to the ICS
members and forced them to
leave the hostel, at around 3
pm yesterday, witnesses said.

Some 15 crackers were ex-
ploded and at least eight rooms
were damaged during the hour-
long attack. No casualties were,
however, reported.

34 held so far

Body to probe
RU incident

The government yesterday
constituted a one-member
commission with Supreme
Court Judge [retd] Justice
Abdul Wadud Chowdhury to in-
quire into the Scptember 19 In-
cidents of the Rajshahi
University, reports BSS,

The commission will submit
its report 1o the Home Ministry
within one month.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Rajshaht will provide all kinds
of secrelarial assistance 10 the
Commission.

Meanwhile, a total of 34 per-
sons were so far arrested in
connection with the Rajshahi
University incident, official
sounes sald yesterday.

in the latest drive police ar-
resled seven Islami Chhatra
Shibir activists from Katakhali
arva Friday night.

Dollar drops
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Alter liberalisation of the
forex market as a step towards
convertibility of the Taka, the
banks have in in-
terbank dollar transactions.
Before that, they could only
make interbank Taka

According to a high of
the BB, demand for the dollar
plummeted over the last few
months because of an increase
in the country's and a
decrease in imports. They said
ex rosc by 19 per cent
while imports fell by about ten
per cent.

They also pointed out that
current account ure is
also low now and that all
these factors have con-
tributed to the comfortable level
of forex reserves, equal to seven

months’ ris.

T'I:l:m’lﬂmhnmdi-
ale c in the near future
and predict the Taka would
continue to remain strong if
the above [actors remain con-
stant.

The dollar rate picture was
the same in the SAARC region
Saturday. According to Reu-
ters, the Standard Chartered
Bank dollar rate was
31.3750 Indian Rupees on
Saturday, but the Reserve Bank
of India rate was 31.53 Rupees.

Meanwhile, despite a signifi-
cant difference between the ref-
erence rate and interbank rate
in the country, the client rate
remained unchanged at 39.90

on Saturday.
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