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PPP to win at least 100

seats, predicts Benazir

ISLAMABAD, Sept 265
Former Premier Benazir Bhutto
redicted her party will win at
t 100 parlfamentary seats in
elections next month and to
form Pakistan's nexit govern-
ment with the support of allies,
she said in an interview pub-
lished , reports AFP.

"We will win a minimum of
100 seats” in the 217-member
National Assembly, Bhutto told
the Nation newspaper.

"l am giving you the mini-
mum, a very cautious HTJ i
Bhutto told the English-lan-
guage daily in her first public
statement on how many seats
her Pakistan People Party (PPP)
expects to bag.

Bhutto, on a nationwide
cam trail for the elections
due on October 6 and October
9, said she was confident the
groups allied with her party
would win a dozen more seats.

Independent observers fore
saw a close context between
former Premier Nawaz Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League (PML)
and the PPP, especially in the
most populous and politically
key province of Punjab, which
has 115 seats in the Assembly.

Shartf, scion of a wealthy
Pu industrialist family, has
said his will inflict a
crushing defeat on PPP, outper-

BRIEFLY|

forming it even in Bhutto's
home province of Sindh.

In the 1988 elections, Sharif
retained his grip on powér in
Punjab while Bhutto became
first woman premier. She was

dismissed 20 months later by a
hostile president for alleged
misrule.

Sharifs multi-party Islami

Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI) alliance
swept the 1980 elections,
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Benazir : Optimistic about forming next govt

4 executed in Chlna: Four people were
executed in south western China's Chongging City for robbery
and murder and five others were sentenced to death in

province for kidnapping for ransom, reports said

Guangdong
Saturday, AFP says from |

public rallies Saturday.
Sentencing

of Guangrhou, Foshan, Shantou and Shenzhen as
anti-crime campaign in the province, the Ta Kung

long Kong.
The Guangdong death sentences were to

be carried out at

wouftd be announced at public rallies in the cities

part of an
Pao Daily

said, adding that those sentenced to death would be executed
immediately.

3 miners killed in S Africa: mre

miners were killed by falling rock in South Africa, mine officials
said Friday, AP reports [rom Johannesburg.
Rescuers worked all night after Thursday's accident to
recover the bodies from the shaft near Boksbur, East Rand
Mines announced.
men had been working 3 kilometers (about 2 miles)
u“r:ergmund'ld'u.-nn tremor set off the rock fall, mine officials

#
Maoist rebels black out Lima:
Maoist Shining Path llas blacked out Lima Friday night
and bombed a Chinese restaurant in an upscale
neighbourhood, wounding two persons, police said, AP reports
[rom Lima.
Power was restored aller an hour,

A city-wide blackout hit Lima at 7:56 pm local time (0256

GMT). One minute later a bomb explo inside the second-
floor restaurant in Miraflores, a popular nightclub district.

w
5 Australians die in Malaysia:
Five Australian soldiers were killed when a military truck
cartying 1|7 army personnel ploughed into a passenger bus In
Malaysia's southern stale of Johore, oflicials sald Friday K AFP
reports from Kuala Lumpur

Twelve other Australians were infured, four of them serfously
in the mishap, which obcurred Thursday outside a Malaysian
armed forces combat training centre in Kota T , about 380
kms (236 miles) south of Kuala Lumpur, they .

The 17 soldiers were training at the centre and were among
those deployed in Malaysia for short-lterm rotational exercises
under the Five Power Defence Armangement (FPDA), said
Australian high commission spokesman Billy Willams.

Panama's oil tanker explodes:
An ofl tanker, believed to be Panama-registered, exploded
Saturday ofl southeastern peninsular Malaysia in the south
China Sea, Malaysian rescue officials said, AFP rcports from
Kuala Lumpur,

Eighteen of the 2] crew members of the tanker, Altatr, were
rescued by a passing container ship sho after the mishap
which occurred about 100 nautical miles off the Tioman island
resort at 0300 GMT, a spokesman for the Malaystan Maritime
Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) told AFP.

Elephant kills 2 Lankans: 1 v

clephant hit by a bus, retallated by trampling two of the
passengers to death and wounding 19 others in southeastern
Shri Lanka, witnesses sald Friday, AP reports from Colombo.
"The e nt was first knocked by the van and then it flew
into a violent rage and struck back killing and wounding the
. said the witnesses, who declined 1o give their names.
incident took place on Wednesday, but was reported by
the witnesses after they arrived in the Shr Lankan capital.

5 die in China blast. r. peopic dicd and

one was infured in an explosion in a firecracker factory in

China's eastern Jiangsu province, the Wen |{uf Bao newspaper

rtp_;:d . AFP says [rom Betjing

womarn, the panid
" One of the

by the explosion, landing in a nearby storc house, it said

LTTE guerillas

Bhutto alleged widescale fraud
and waged a relentless cam-
paign for new polls during
Sharif's 30-month term as
premier. v

A Punjabi, Sharif resigned in
July along with President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan after the
army i{ntervened to end a bitter
power struggle between them.

This year presents a different
clectoral scene, with the polls
held under a neutral rn-
ment and the army playing a
wider role in support of the
election commission to ensure
impartial and fair ballot.

Jammat-i-Islami {JI), an in-
fluential fundamentalist party,
and other groups severed links
with
IJ1 last year, creating what po-
litical observers said was an
"unsavoury” situation for
Sharif.

"JI has jumped into the [ray
independently from the
of Pakistan [slamic Front [PIF)
with a forceful campaign replete
with strong attacks against
both PPP and PML.

Jamiat Ulema Islam, another
Islamist y with a sizeable
following in North West Frontier
Province and Baluchistan, has
agreed on electoral cooperation
with PPP, which also found al-
lies in a splinter PML group.

NA

with the breakup of

' UN arms experts
to hold talks

with Tarek
Az1izOct1 .

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 25:
The chiefl UN official mon#toring
Iraq’'s weapons programmes will
travel next week to Baghdad to
seck information on foreign

suppHers of Iraq's unclear,
chemical and ballistics weapons

programmes, reports AP.

The largest UN inspection
team of up to 100 experts will
also arrive in Iraq next week to
try to ensure that all the coun-
try's weapons of mass destruc-
tion have been eliminated.

Rolfl Ekeus, a Swedish dis-
armaments expert who heads
the UN Special Commission, is
to hold talks with Iraq's Deputy
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz on
October 1, sald commission
spokesman Tim Trevan.

The meeting is expected to
lead to an agreement that could
open the way for an eventual
lifting of the UN oil embargo

Ekeus and other UN
will seek information on foreign
suppliers to Iraq's nuclear,
chemical and ballistics weapons

programmes, and on past i:m-
duction and use of weapons,

especially chemical and ballistic

arms.
The high-level talks were
r Iraq's agree-

made possible

ment on Th ay to activate
UN monitoring cameras at two
] rocket test sités.
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MOSCOW: A deputy reads a Russian newspaper that pub-
lished & picture of President Boris Yeltsin up-side-down
and the headline Yeltsin out of law,’ during the opening of
the second day of the Congress of Russian People's
Deputies yesterday. The 10th Congress was called after the
president dissolved parliament.

Asian
TOKYO, Sept 25» The pro-
found changes to Japanese poli-
tics and the country’s new focus
on combatting corruption could
echo throughout Asia, Japanese
academics and western diplo-
malts . AFP,

Thal a diverse alliance of
seven of conservatives,
liberals, socialists and
Buddhists could topple the
Liberal Democrats, in power for
nearly 40 , Is in itself a

potent political message to

Japan's neighbours, they said.

It has shown that multi-
party politics and a peaceful
change of power are entirely
possible in a region where
monolithic parties and leaders
have been the norm, a western
diplomat said. .

On top of that, the month-
old govermment of Prime

‘Minister Morthire Hosokawa

could set an example through

and

Changes in Japan may promote
style of democracy

its drive to clean up Japanese
politics, which is viewed by the
public as a morass of graft and
corruption, he said.

"Leaders in other Asian
countries are watching us,” said
Takeshi Sasaki, Professor of
Political I!?rcienct at the
University of Tokyo.

anm?may not seek to show

‘the way, but it unwittingly

contributes to promote an Asian
style of democracy.”

Mitsudu Uchida, a professor
at Waseda University added: "If
political reforms succeed in
Japan, no doubt théy will have
a tremendous impact in coun-
tries ljke South Korea, Taiwan
may be even China.

South Korea, in fact, moved
ahead of Japan in its anticor-
ruption drive, with President

power in :
But, a diplomat observed,

developments in Japan ‘will be
of enormous moral support for
Kim.

The rift within the Liberal
Democratic Party may well have
encouraged dissidents in
Tatwan who haye broken away
from the ruling Kuomintang to
set up their won party, he said.

Stll, links between politi-

Kim Yo , lormer opposi-
tiﬂﬁmﬂm a cam-

paigf 4s soon as he came to

cians, bureaucraté and busi-
NESSMEeN are so in Japan
that there i{s no frluamantee that

Hosokawa's planned clean out
has a future,

Hosokawa, 55, drawing an
unprecedented popularity in
post-war opinion polls, on
Tuesday reaffirmed his. vow,
saying he would submit four
bills for electoral ¢ and a
ban oft direet corporaté dona- -
tions to individual politicians.

Arafat’s brief
stopover at
Calcutta airport

CALCUTTA,
‘Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation (PLO)

new world order e would
usher in
&F‘Lﬂ—luﬁhmﬂ. which,
eighty four per cent of the
Palestinians, reports PTI.
Talking to newsmen at the

stopover en route to Turkey,

ple there. Most of the peaple
had hailed the agreement, the
PLO leader added. Have

had celebrated the accord?

L occurred at 10:25 AM (0275 GMT) Friday in a
m workshop in a vllhﬁ:r-c Xinghua city as workers were
explosives 10 make kers, k'l ing four men and one

was thrown 50 metires (160 feet) into the air

kill 4 gollccmen

COLOMBO, Sept 25: Tamil
scparatist guerillas Saturday
stormed a security forces
bunker in eastern Shri Lanka,
kiling four policemen and

Tigers of Tamil Belam (LTTE)
made the pre-dawn attack in
Katuwanwila in Polonnaruwa
district, prompting a major
search by troops for
the rebels, the sabd

“The armyy has been deployed
in Katuwanwila,” he said. "A
search is on for the tigers We

alered

m! i other police posts

The bunker was among sev
eral manned by policemen o
prevent LTTE infiltrations.

Dennis The Menace to aware Indian teenagers of AIDS

NEW DELHI, Sept 25: All
American comic kid Dennis
The Menace will be
on hundreds of high school
and college walls here next
month preaching sale sex
and warning Indian leena-
gers against AIDS, reporis
AFP,

The campaign, a brainchild of
New Dethi's Deputy Director
of Health Ram Pal Vashisht,
is a turnaround from previ-
ous boring campaigns which
resoried Lo euphemisms and
skirted the delicate issue of
lecnags sex

Dennis The Menace, the comic
sirip character created
Hank Ketcham, will tell
indian adolescents that “love

is ... leading an AIDS-free

Hezbollah hits
Israel's militia

allies

MAJAYOUN (Lebanon), Sept
25: Pro-lranian guerillas at-
tacked Israel's militia allies in
South Lebanon with mortar
bombs and machine guns to-
day, security sources said, re-
ports Reuter,

They said the guerillas
opened fire first at a South
Lebanon Army [SLA) militia pa-
trol in the Toumat Niha area,
which is outside Israel's self-
styled security zone in South
Lebanon but in territory under
IsracH control.

The guerillas then fired at a
nearby post manned by the
lsracl-backed milittamen. No
one was hurt in the assaults,

In retaliation, SLA gunners
opened up 1556-MM artillery at
the source of the guerilla fire
near Mashghara village.

There was no immediate
word on casualties in the
shelling.

Hezbollah (party of God) said
in a statement fits fighters
fought with an SLA patrol in
Toumat Niha killing two militi-
amen before clashing with mili-
tiamen manning the post.

An SLA miHtiaman was
wounded on Frid when
Hezbollah moOTtar

bombs into two hilltop posts.
Four milittamen were wounded
on Wednesday in guerilla at-
tacks also.

Isracl artillery retaliated to
Friday's attack with heavy
shells around a Hezbollah-held

vil to the north.
Hezbollah, aetive in areas

just north of the security zone,
Is expected to step up attacks
on lsrael forces as part of a
campaign by hardliners

African National Congress President Nelson Mandela
(front} addresses the United Nations General Assembly on
Friday. At top left is the General Assembly President
Samue! Insanally, from Guyana, and at right is the UN

Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghal.

— AFP photo
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ani:ras free
2 Frenchmen

MANAGUA, Sept 25: For-
mer Contra rebels took the
military attache at the French
Embassy and his assistant as
hostages, but released them
after negotiation, officials said
Friday, reports AP.

The men — Lt. Col. Andre
Solana and Sgt. Maj. Augustin
Ferrer were seized Thursday
by re-armed former Contras
under command of Jose Angel
‘The Jackal' Talavera, reported
Jose Antonio Pallais, the Vice
Minister for Foreign Affairs.
Talavera led a group whose ab-
duction of officials in northern
Nicaragua last month set ofl a
week-long dual hostage crisis,

Deputy Foreign Minister
Frank Cesar told a news con-
ference the two Frenchmen
"were released without condi-
tion.”

Cesar said Sergio Carama-
gna, head of an n ol
American States mission in
Nicaragua, travelled to the ru-

mountain area on
and negotiated the release
with Talavera and his rebels.

Cesar said Caramagna con-
vinced them that "the act had
very serious implications, a
crime of international signifi-
cance because it involved
diplomatic officials .

The motive for their abduc-
tion was not clear. The two
had gone to Investigate a
complaint in the area, Pallais
salid. They were traveling to
Quilali, about 170 miles (270
kms) north of Managua, when

were abducted.

Initial reports said three
Frenchmen were seized, but

Pallais later said only two were.

life.

But critics say the character is
too alien for the majority of
school and college students
studying in the capital’s
Indian institutions.

"Why Dennis 7" said educator
Chanda Bose. "He is as clean

as they come. It is a ludi
crous choice. Most Indian
children do not relate to

him.”

But Vashisht remains unfazed,
saying the 100,000 dollar
annual Anti-acquired Immu
ne Deficiency Syndrome
[AIDS] programme invo
the Iree distiribution o
20,000 stickers and 4,000
wall posters will be effective

"Our team hit upon Dennis be

cause he is both precocious
and careful and everybody
reads comic books,” he said.
"Besides, 80 per cent of the
material s in lochl lan
guages

“Ternage sex is no More an un-

phenomenon and we
wani to promote awarencss,”
Vashishi added.

The other publicity materials,
laced with graphic messages
pitching the use ol condoms.,
are a far cry fromi the slo-
gans and posters conjured

up by the government two

A Iil'nd! wgu-lp poster shows
religious heads of different
faiths marching behind a

lactic, which, with an
impish smile, pushes back

an oclopus signifying the
fatal discase.

Promotional AIDS include an

“educational” snakes — and
—~ ladders game with ser
pents pulling down players
for promiscuity while ladders
clevate participants in sin

gle-partner sex

The new-look campaign re-

places stark posters and bill-
boards depicting a couple
with a one-line waming stat

ing: "Stay away from AIDS."

“Sexual activity among pre-

teens and teens has not been
researched properly here ..
but AIDS poses a threal for
the young too," said doctor J
R Van Dam of the World
Health Organisation's India

chapter.

"Our stattstics show that about
1.2 million Indians will be
hit by the year-end, so it is
vital that something be done
fast.”

"The campaign will supplement
an experimental programme
launched in colleges in= 199 |
No one campaign can ad-
dress itsell to everybody so
the Dennis poster will work
for its target audience —

English speaking students,”
he added.

Lalage Prabhu, principal of a
school run by the British
High Commission, echoed
Van Dam, saying she would
have' no second thoughts
using the Dennis posters
which would scrve their pur

Sept 25: The

Chairman,
Yasser Arafat said that a

signing of

Calcutta airport during a brief

cannot and does not hold
English translation between "

a monarch, one if she has royal b

ramp———

—. 7| Nuclear test:
China ignores

Seappesly

China, ignoring internatjonal
appeals, is going ahead with
preparations for an under-
gtr:und nuclear test, the US

te Depariment said Friday,
reports AP.

"We haven't heard
or scen anything that
indicate that they are not con-
tinuing to make preparations
for a test,” department spokes-
man Mike McCurry said.

The US and other
ment have told China In-
ternational progress toward
disarmament would be set
back if the test is not can-
celled.

But China has responded
that its nuclear testing pro-

mme was consistent with

.nﬁﬂﬂlm

said a US official familiar with
the contacts. '
tthfJ IT:lChH‘- had not told
ni States s ﬂ:-.ll,
| whether it plans lnpt:’mmd
with the test, but inte
information indicated it was
proceeding with preparations.
The United States will take
another effort at dissuading
China when Sec of State
Warren Christopher meets
Thursday with Chinese Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen.
Meetings were held at the
White House and State

......

Department Friday to devise a
stralegy for dealing with the

Chh‘lﬂtlcltln‘m

— AFP photo

PHNOM PENH: Monique, the part-italian commoner wife

of King Norodom Sthanoyk; has been married to. Cambodia’s
senfor-most
re-ascended the throne Friday she did not
come queen, reports AFP,

Yoyal for 38 years, but when Norodom Sithamouk
necessarily be-

‘s title in the Khmer she

Monique makes it
and leaves the choice
queen” and “princess” unclear.

The Khmer language has two words {o describe the wife
lood and the

Tr
-

Arafat hoped the people of

Palestine would be in a position
to form a stable, . state
with. the Holy place of
Jerusalem as its .

He, however,” denfed that
i Pl g e il e

| you not '
|' noticed” that waves of people

- Majesty Queen Norodom Monique

with it — preah mohaksat trayant or sacred royal queen
another to signify a powerless position as the
. reigning monarch — preah mohaysay or sacred royal wife.

Monique Izzi, with a French father of Italian
mother of mixed Asian origins, was given the latter
Cambodia's constitutional monarchy which was reinstated
Friday. :

King Sihanouk, in the traditionally polygamist Cambodian
culture, had five wives before Monigue. Al .least one was a
member of royalty. He has not divorced them, but hds not
taken another wife since he married in, 1966. '

King Sthanouk fnvited Monique;ia Sit next ta Ell :
throne during his coronation but the gesture did .
the issue of her title. |

A royaf palace statement said she is, in E "Mer

| Sthanouk of " but
not the queen of Cambodia, and that her full title should be
used in all references,

$ 2.3m shelter for strays

MISSION VIEJO: A dog's life will be pretty luxurious for
strays living in the city’s new 2.3 million dollar animal shel-
ter, reports AP. o

The shelter Includes skylights, heated floors, paneled
walls, showers, private water lines for each cage and a get-ac-
quainted park. The 329,000 dollar yearly operating cost —
129,000 dollar more than the city spends on a senfor citizens
community center — is drawing fire. ’

"This is not an animal shelter. This is a palatial,
heated facility with fancy things it doesn’t need,” said Gary
Manley, who ran unsuccessfully for city council last year.

Council woman Sharon Cody said the shelter should lead to
more pet adoptions, helping save some of the 200-300 dogs
and cats put to siéep each year In Mission Viejo.

"We have to get people over that stereotypical image of the
dog pound,” Cedy said. " wanted a parklike setting because |
thought it would be a place that families would come and sit

and visit.”

The shelter had 36 kennels and space for 64 cats. It 1s
scheduled to open October 11.

Luxurious burglary

ROCK ISLAND: A burglar settled in for a week after break-
ing inte a doctor's house. le soaked in the Jacuzz, sipped
wine, raided the refrigerator and outfitted himself in new
clothes, police said, reporis AP.

He gnlzncaughl after neighbours saw him taking the vaca-
tioning homeowner's Rolls-Royce for a spin on Wednesday
and notified police,

Peter Angus Hicks, 33, of Detroit was charged with bur-

and unlawful posscssion of a vehicle, police said. He was
being held on 30,000 dollar bond.

"rﬁi:kn had broken into the House and was living in style,”
said Capt. Richard Fisher of the Rock Island County Sherifls

Department. -

"He'd been living in their house, eating their food, wearing
their clothes and. taking items out of the house to sell. We
won't know what all is missing until the family returns.”

“The House is secluded enough that nobody saw him com-
ing or going until Wednesday. Neighbours had noticed the
sus in the area, and when someone saw him the
Rolls-Royce, that was a good tip he was living there,” Fisher
said.

Police aren't sure Hicks is the suspects real name. He had
no identification. "For a while, he told us he was Eddie

Murphy,” Fisher said.

Dewi Sukarmno may

pose in her upscale institu- citizenshi

tion. JAKARTA, : Dewd
"My children would identify with | Sukarne, the “born

Dennis they are all | widow of indonesia's first presi-

Engli-h-:ﬁénhlng. Butl the
posters should be tasteful”
she said.

waming note was also
sounded by Sushmita
Nundy, chairwoman of the
Spastics Society of upper a
India: "1 welcome sex educa-
thon in an acceptable form to
spréad very basic informa
ton.”

'One must not go overboard,” IWH NEWS Magazine
Dwe

she added of the sex-shy

India which is facing in- | old, was Sukarne's fourth and
creased exposure to the t wile. She was with
more permissive West thro- ‘ {l'm : the last few months of
ugh satelhite television. his presidency in 1967,



