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Valediction forbidding mourning

MONTE CARLO,
Monaco, Sept 24:
Sydney was the
right choice for
the 2000 Summer
Games, but China
r:ul.d be welcome to did again
or the role of host, the
president of the International
Olympic Committee said Friday,
reports AP, ’
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*“The Chinese tried to stretch
out a hand of friendship, but
they were portrayed difler-
ently.... 1 felt a sense of siege
coming here.”

Sydney prevailed primarily
because it won over the sup-
porters of the two European
contenders eliminated in the
second and third round of vot-

Also, the Australians had devel-
oped excellent contacts within
the IOC during unsuccessful
bids Brisbane and Melbo-
urne for the 1992 and 1996
Cames.

In *the first round of
Thursday’s balloting, Betfing got
32 votes, Sydney 30, Manc-
hester 11, Berlin 9, while Ista-
nbul was eliminated with 7. In

i s

ch (R) and

B T e e e T

Frank Sarto

nr ﬂr ' ..: : -.:.-:-.':-_-I.-,-...;-:q..
the document in Monaco on Sept 23. Paul Keating (right behind

_f

- R o

Samaranch) and 10C vice-president Kevan Gosper are seen alongside ecstatic unidentified

members.

Juan Antonio Samaranch,
who had shown keen interest in
Beijing’'s bid for the 2000
Games, insisted he felt no
;zuut the 1I0C's 45-43 vote

ursday to opt for Sydnéy over
the Chinese capital. -

“There was a lot of politics
involved before this wvote,”
Samaranch told a news confer-
ence. "But | think finally the de-
cision take by the JOC was re-
ally a sporting decision. We
gave to the Game to a sports-
1?:111; country, and we think
the Games are in

o very good

He noted that Sydney's bid
was rated best in technical
terms by an 10C commission.

Some delegates to the 10C
session said there was a “stop-
Beijing™ effort that enabled
Sydney to overcome a first-
round deficit in the secret, four-
round voting. China's human
rights record and uncertainty
about its political future were
among the coricerns. i

‘It was unfortunate. The
Chinese had tried not to make a
political bid, but it was made to

LLOmE across as one,” said

anry Fok. a Hong Kong busi-

nes volved -ip -
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UNDATED, Sept 24: A look at Sydney, Australia,
host of the 2000 Olympics, reports AP. -
THE CITY: Australia's biggest city, population 3.7

DATE OF OLYMPICS: Sept 16-Oct 1, 2000,
FINANCING: Total cost of staging the Games
projected at US dirs 975 million. B
be TV rights, estimated at US dirs 488 million.

iggest revenue eamer would
ted

suﬂnnu is US dirs 4 million. Separate budget of US dirs 201
md for construction under way, to be completed whether or

not Sydney gets the Games.

FACILITIES: Construction of a athletics and

oen-

tre at Homebush Bay, west of city, will be completed in 1994,
About 70 per cent of venues are in place. Still 1o be built are
80,000-seat main stadium, athletes’ village, velodrome and

16,000-seat gymnastics arena.

EXPERIENCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE: Melbourne hosted
the 1956 Olympic Games and Brisbane the Commonwealth
Games in 1982. Sydney hosted the World amateur Bosing

El'mnpionshipn

in 1991 and was main centre for 1993 FIFA

World Youth Championships. It annually hosts international

tennis, rugby an cricket events.

STRENGTHS: All competitors would live in one village.
Australia is politically stable with strong links to IOC. All venues

within 65 miles(105 kilometres) of the village

. Superior technical

plan. Most visually appealing of the biding cities. Has support of

government and environmental

groups. Has budgeted US dirs

24.5 million to pay for athletes and officials to get 1o Australia.
WEAKNESSES: Distance and perceived isolation. Sixteen-
hour time difference between Australia and eastern US TV

markets. Heavy trafTic.

It's more
BEWJING, Sept 24:

lost more than the
chance to hold a

big sporting event,
reports AP,

For meonths, it used the
prospect of staging the 2000
Olympic Games In Betjing to
build national pride, unity and
willingness to work hard for
economic development.

Faced with the likelihood of
an internal power struggle be-
fore 2000 upon the death of
senior leader Deng Xiaoping,
who is 88 years old, the com-
munist Party hoped that a na-
tional commitment to stage the
games would discourage social
unrest.

Now that motive is gone, and
the government may find it hard
to find a substitute with such
widespread support.

An anti-American backlash
was feared, by some observers
because of the US Congress'
opposition to Befjing's bid on
human rights grounds. Some
Chinese who gathered briefly

X

near central Beijing's
Tiananmen blamed the
United States s loss.

"The United States used the
Olympics as a political tool.”
said a university teacher who
«gave only her sumame, Xie.

“lsn’'t America the worst?”

than a Games lost

of about 50.

China's leaders might well be

tempted to fan this sentiment,

dhp:::u . i
ening with Washing-
ton over trade, human rights
and Chinese arms sales.

But the official reaction,
scripted in advance, was gra-
cious.

“The important thing is par-
ticipating.” the Communist

Party . the People’s
Dadily, :lj n a f[ront-page
commentary that was read on
national television moments af-
ter Sydney's selection was an-
nounced.

"In the future China will be
even more to the outside
world, welcoming friends from
all over.” ®

it hinted al § repeat bid,
saying, “We believe that the day
cannot be distant when the five-
ring Olympic flag fluters on high
over this Oriental country,”

Chen Xitong, pres
the Beijing Olympic
Committee,
sured Atlanta Mayor Maynard
Jackson that China will partici-
pate in the 1996 Atlanta
Games. Another bid committee
official, Zhang Baifa, had sug-
gested before the decision that
China might stay away in retal-
iation if Betjing lost.

Behind the polite words on
Friday, the shock of the loss
was palpable after months of
being described as the front

Bid

t of

runner. Some people broke out
in tears. Others fought to keep
them back, ‘like Lit Young-
cheng, a policeman interviewed
on Chinese television. -

“I thought it was such a sure
thing, so my disappointment is
great,” he said.

China's top leaders — senior
leader Deng Xiaoping, President
Jiang Zemin and Premier Li
Peng — stayed away from
Monte Carlo in order to avoid

ublic humiliation in case of

s, and none appeared in
public or issued any comment
when Sydney was chosen.

The most concrete loss to
Beijing residents is the oppor-
tunity to speed up the con-
struction of new highways,
subway lines, apartments and
parks. Many of the civic tm-
provements called for in
Betjing's Olympic bid were al-
ready on the drawing board but
are likely to take five to 10 years
longer to achieve without the
funds the Olympics would have
generated.

One of the disappointed
people in Tlananmen Square, a
man who gave his surname as
Cao, complained that the world
doesn't understand the ad-
vances DBeljing has already
made.

Some foreigners, he said,
“still think we have pigtails ...
and women still have bound
feet. They really don't under-

stand us.”
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The official lago of the Sydney Olympic Games 2000, the design is inspired by the unique sails
of the Bydney Opera House and integrates the motto of the Australian aborigines and the five

colours of the Olympic rings.

— AFP photo

the second round, it was Beljing
37, Sydney 30, Manchester 13
and Berlin dropping out with 9,
In the third, it was Beijing 40,
Sydney, 37, Manchester 11.

One of the 10OC’s 89 voti
members, David Sibandze o
Swaziland, left the meeting
room after the second round,
reportedly summoned by home
by his government. Samaranch
said new rules might be drafted
to prevent such departures,
which in this case could have
resulied in a tie vote.

Wu Jianmin, senior spokes-
man for the Belfing delegation,
suggested China might try
again for the 2004 Games.

"We're going to think about
it.” Wu said. "In life you cannot
succeed the first time in every-
thing. This is Beifing's first bid.
Many citfes bid several times."

"We are not discouraged, be-
cause we Chinese have a tradi-
tion; if you succeed, don't be
cocky; if you fail, don't be dis-
heariened; We will keep on par-
ticipating in the development of
the Olympics.” - :

Asked about the future,
Samaranch replied, "1 will not
push China to bid for the
Games again — it is their own
decision. But if China is bidding

again, we will be happy. It is a
very important country.”

Samaranch reported that
Brazilian and Argentine officials
had contacted him about seek-
ing the 2004 Summer Games.
But he said there was interest
form many other possible con-
tender as well.

Some 10C members felt 2000
was lo soon for China to get the
Games.

"l think Sydney didn't just
win il because of the merit of
the bid,” said Kevan Gosper, an
I1OC vice president from
Australia. “The question wasn't:
Do you go to China? The ques-
tion was: Do you go now? It was
a matter of timing that favoured
us.” :
Wei said China
stature, even in defeal.

"Our most significant ac-
complishment here was that we
made outside people under-
stand Chinese people and cul-
ture,” he said. “China used to
be a mystery. Through the bid-
ding process we succeeded in
enhancing people’s understand-
ing.”

But he indicated the Chinese
wouldn't quickly forgive efforts
by US congressmen to block
Beijing’s bid because of human
rights issues.

“Certainly, very many
Chinese felt very angry about
that,” Wei said.

Anticipating a hometown
Games, China had been beefing

up iis sports programme, com-

gained

" plementing its champion divers

with record-shat women
runners and a host of other new
stars. Following the IOC rebuff,
its officials vowed to intensify
the drive for goid medals at the
Atlanta Games in 1996,

Australia also expects a
sports boom.

“To compete in your home
country is the absalute ulti-
mate,” said Kieren Parkins,

1992 gold medalist in the
1,500-metre swim. “"Every ath-
lete in Australia will be working

Just that much .
Manchester gets
down to business
again

MANCHESTER, England,
Sept 24: Disappointed Manch-
ester, shaking off its hangover
alter an all-night party, pond-
ered on Friday whether it
should aim for a “"third time
lucky” bid for the Olympics or
leave Lordon to try Britain,
reports Reuter.

Theatrical impresario Bob
Scott, the Manchester bid mas-
termind, said : "We have got to
face up to the possibility that
London would be a better city
and if it is a better city for the
bid, we have to be pragmatic
about that."

But he was still upbeat after
his eight-year-old dream was
shattered and Sydney snatched
the prize of staging the greatest
sporting event on earth in the
year 2000,

Scott said: "If there was a
competition with other British
cities, | think Manchester, if it
decided to bid again, would be
able to win that competition.”

Britain last staged the
Olympics in 1948 when London
answered pleas to stage a
hastily arranged “austerity

Games” when post-war food and |

petrol rationing were still in
force

But as sports mad Prime
Minister John Major pointed
out in Monte Carlo, Britain has
never been awarded the Games.

Up to 60,000 Mancunians
took to the streets on Thursday
night determined to celebrate,
win or lose, after this gritty
birthplace of the industrial
revolution was thrust into the
international spotlight by its
second successive Olympic bid,

Cars with their horns blaring
packed the city centre. Even the
"We can win 2000" stickers had
2004 hastily scrawled on them.
Fireworks and a laser show lit

up the night sky.
But grey skies and rain — a
lamiliar feature of this northern

English city — on Friday
matched the mood of ita 2.6
million whao knew
they laced an uphill climb

against Beijing and the glam-

. orous winner Sydney.
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Anna Paton (C) and Amanda Cremer after International Olympic Committee (I10C) president Juan Antonio Samaranch
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announced the selection of Sydney as the 2000 Summer Games host yesterday. Over a hundred thousand Aussies watched
the announcement on a giant screen on the shores of Sydney Harbour.

Dalai Lama hails
[OC decision

LIBREVILLE, Sept 24: The
Dalai Lama; Tibet's spiritual
leader, welcomed the decision of
the International Olympic Com-
mittee on Thursday not to give
the 2000 Games to Beifjing,
reports AFP,

“It gives the right signal, that
the International community
supports freedom and democ-
racy,” he said on the sidelines of
a conference on north-south
cooperation,

"Because of China's past
history and great civilisation, an
international event like the
Olympics should be held in a
country like China. :

"But, because the present
regime |s totalitarian and re-
pressive, | would give the wrong
signal to the Chinese leader-

ship.”
Taiwan SOITY 100
TAIPEl, Sept 24: Taiwan
Friday expressed regret that
Beijing had failed to win the
2000 Olympics, despite the
country's long-standing political
dispute with. China, . reports

"It is indeed regrettable,”
said Lee Ching-Ping, deputy
scerctary general of the Straits
Exchange Foundations {SEF), a
government-funded body han-
dling civilian issues between
Taiwan and China.

"As an ethnic Chinese, of
course, we wished 2000
Olympics could be held on the
land of Chinese,” Lee told re-
porters belfore leaving for Beljing
to join the Sunday closing cer-
emony of a marathon joining
the two countries, which
in Taipei on September 12.

Taiwan's sports groups and
various civilian organisations
had openly showed support for
Beifing in its bid to host the
Games, despite political con-
[rontation between the two gov-
croments. :

Government spokesman Hu
Tsu-Ching said: "No matter
which country is chosen to host
the Games, we respect decision
of the International Olympic
Committee.”

'
! SYDNEY, Sept 24:
Thousands sang
o :;2 and danced in the

O streets and the st-

ock market rallied
Friday after Sydney was named
host city for the 2000 Summer
Olympics, reports AP,

Australia’'s oldest and most
populous city won the honour
with a high-tech, environmen-
tally-friendly promise to pro-
duce a best-ever Olympics for
the new millennium.

Its 3.7 million residents, who
call themselves "Sydneysiders”
are unashamedly euphoric.

"We can't stop crying. This is
the best news | have ever
heard,” said Rebecca Garbutt,
17. "We all thought Beijing was

w1

going to get it. But deep down

we knew Sydney is the best.”

The government hopes the
1.7 billion Australian dollar (US
dirs 1.1 billion) event will boost
Australia's sluggish economy
and put a dent in the 11 per
cent unemployment rate.

"This will be a great confi-
dence-builder for the country,”
a jubilant Prime Minister Paul
Keating told Australian re-
porters in Monte Carlo, where
the  International Olympic
Committee Thursday chose
Sydney ahead of and
other candidaté. cities Berlin,
Manchester and Istanbul.

estimate the na-
tional will recetve a 7
billion Australian dollar (US
dirs 4.5 billion) boost from the
Games. Between 100,000 and
150,000 new jobs will be cre-
ated, they say.

The immediate effect was felt
when the stock market
to hours after the IOC's an-
nouncement.

The All Ordinaries Index, the
market's broadest measure of
stock prices, jumped 31.1
points, or 1.6 per cent, to
1,959.6 points in the first 10
minutes of trading. Activity
slowed as the day wore on but
prices on many stocks, particu-
larly for construction and build-
ing companies, remained high.

"It took off with a real rush,”
saild stock broker Dianne
Jenner of Dicksons Limited.

About 70 r cent of
Sydney's Olympic facilities are
compiete or near complete. But
many projects, including a
80,000-seat stadium and the
athletes’ Village, must now be
built. -

Sydney's bid, backed by
environmental group
Greenpeace, includes the reha-
bilitation of polluted areas at
the main Games site in the
suburb of Homebush, formerly

Success succeeds

SUCCESS -

SYDNEY, Sept 24: Sydney is
cumid:;ir:’:f bidding for the
1999 W Athletics Champi-
onships, following on its
success in winning the 2000
Olympic Games, an official said
on Friday, reperts Reuter.

“There's some chance we will
look at the Worlds in 1999
Athletics Australia ma-
nager Neil King told Australian
Associated Press (AAP).

"We have to draw breath and
think about what we can do —
it will almost certainly mean we
will be able to stage a number
of world class meetings,” he
said. '
The Sydney bid featured two
main athletics venues, an
80,000 seat main stadium and
15,000 capacity complex which
will be used as a warm-up
track.

Both stadiums are expected
to be completed before 1999,
King said Sydney’s Olympic
triumph would help attract ath-
letes for Grand Prix events in
the city.

*Usually, we go cap in hand
but the athletes’ managers
aren’'t that interested.

“It's also hard to raise the

appropriate fundes but I think
that will ¢ ge now,” he
added. !

— AFP photo

Sydneysiders' cock-ahoop

home to a meat backing plant, a
waste dump and other indus-
tries.

The Australian Tourist
Commission said it is aiming to
attract almost 7 million tourists
during the Olympic year and
million more before and after
the Games.

"The Games will lead a huge
resurgence in interest to travel
to Australia,” said Carole
Hancock, the commission's
acting n director.

The 10OC decision came two
hours before dawn Sydney time.
Residents held all night parties
across the city in anticipation.

An estimated 100,000 rev-
ellers gathered to watch the an-
nouncement on giant television
screens at Circular Quay on
Sydney Harbour, the nation's
birthplace where sct-
tlers first arrived in 1788,

They hollered for joy non-
stop for 10 minutes after 10C
president Juan Antonio
Samaranch read out their city's

Total rs hugged an
tal strangers hugged and
kissed. Other chanted: .
Sydney, Sydney” as fireworks
exploded over its landmark
opera house which was illumi-
nated in the five colours of the
Olympic movement.

Partying continued hours
after sunrise. The harbour was
full of sailboats and pleasure
craft while downtown streets
were chocked with traffic.
Drivers honked their horns for
hours.

Australia is one of a handful
of countries to have competed
in every Olympiecs since the
modern Games started in 1896

When it staged its only other
Games in Melbourne in 19586, it
reaped 13 gold medals. its best

"To compete in an Olympics
on your own soil ia the test

feeling in the world," said
champion swimmer Dawn
Fraser, who won gold in
Melbourne as well as at
Olympics in Rome in 1960 and
Tokyo in 1964.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Laugh- mult. 22 Source of
1 Speaker's provoking 2 Summer veritas
place 38 Keyboard quaff 23 Streisand
5 Vendetta comic 3 “— Foliow song
9 Wield 40 L ast the Sun® 24 Maga-
an ax writes? 4 Harsh zine
12 Between 42 Adjective 5 Waller or articles?
jobs suffix Domino 26 Gridlock
13 Basilica 43 Tarking- 6 Duel tool noise
area fon opus 7 Putto 27 Museum
14"—You 48 Raided work stuff
Lonesome  the ice 8 Set of 28 Factor-
Tonight® box teeth able
15 Cotton 49 Green 8 A dewvil of by 2
pile fabric acres atime? 29 Challenge
17 Cover 50 Gumbo 10 Pennsyl- 31 Lake
18 Otherwise base vania port Ontarno
19 Mah- §1 Bart, to 11 Goes to a feeder
jongg set Homer J.P. 34 Beer
21 Murphy 52 Tackles’ 16 TV Tarzan container
Brown's feam- Ron 35 O
baby mates 20 “Who shoe
24 Indy entry 53 "Swell!” am — fastener
25 Word DOWN argue?” 37 Half a
before 1 Inverse of 21 Greatly sawbuck
wire of Solution time: 24 mins. 38 Prejudice
oak 39 Aware of
26 Dis- 40 Roman
tressed poet
30 Insepa- 41 Franklin
rable and Can-
31 Singer wright
Eyr::lgi: 44 Sea
32 Night flyer
betore 45 Scratch
33 Worries ': (out)
greatly Fl 46 NOW
35 "Where's |7 oal
the —7" 47 Natale's
36 Glop dad
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Yesterday's Cry
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MTIC® W .

toquip: SKILLED SEA CAPTAIN

TURNED ROAD REPAIRER SO THAT HE COULD

WORK WITH TAR.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: D equals C

TheC

ip is a substitution ciph
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzie. Singl

words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to

er in which one
¢ letters, short

locating vowels. Solution Is by trial and error.



