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Socialists protest
Balladur's move to
tighten asylum law

PARIS, Sept 24: Leftist
lawmakers and an anti-racist
group blasted plans by the con-
servative government, backed
by a top l:f.l panel, to tighten
an asylum law by changing the
constitution, reports AP,

An opinton Thursday night
by lawyers on the Council of
State gave Prime Minister
Edouard Balladur the green
light to amend the constitu-
tion, which immediately drew
a human chain of protesters
outside Balladur's official resi-
dence.

Socialist deputy Julien Dray
on Friday called it "the revision
of shame" and "the use of for-

Japanese FM to
meet Russian
counterpart in NY

TOKYO, Sept 24: Japan's
Foreign Minister will meet with
his Russian counterpart in New
York on Saturday, the Foreign
Ministry said Friday, reports
AP,

Ministry oflicials said Tsu-
tomu Hata would meet Andrei
Kozyrev in advance of the
opening of the UN General
Assembly next week. The two
are expected to discuss pros-
pects for a visit by Boris Yeltsin
to Japan in light ol the ongoing
turmoil in Russia.

A visit to Japan by Yeltsin
had been planned for mid-
October; but no date had becn
set. Yeltsin has cancelled two
previous visits.

Yeltsin on Tuesday said he
was dissolving parliament and
calling carly elections. Western

lcaders have expressed support
for him and his political re-

forms.

BERIETFRY

cigners as scapegoats.™ 505-
Racism, in a Thursday night
communique, called on the
French, “includi all moral
and spiritual authorities, to
mobilise to impede the re-
form.” '

Balladur's conservative gov-
ernment, struggling to carry
out a campaign promise six
months after unseating the
Socialists, saw portions of its

immigration reform struck
down the Constitutional
Council t month.

Balladur promised last mon-

th to try again, on Wednesday

roposing new legislation

imiting marriages ol conven-

fence and allowing detention

of suspected f{llegal immig-
rants.

He also sought the Council
ol State’s opinion on whether
the constitution needed
change to allow France to put
its asylum laws In line with
European Community rules.

"Only a constitutional law
could exempt France” from ex-
amining asylum requests re-
jected by other EC members,
the council said on Thursday.

That rule was to by
France and eight o EC na-
tions under the so-called
Schengen agreement to allow
freer passage between borders.

Georges Sarre, a Paris
deputy and secretary for the
Citizens’ Movement, on Friday
called such reform “useless
and dangerous.” ;

He accused the govern-
ment, “for electoral reasons,”
of not hesitating "to dismantle
national sovereignty.”

Constitutional reform can
come in tow ways —by refer-
endum or by a three-fifths vote
by both houses of Parliament.

Sikhs kill 3 Cong-I1 men: s«

militants killed at least three ac

Narasimha Rao's Congress

northern Punjab state, police

Ludhiana.

said about a dozen peop
‘s attack on a group of Youth Congress activists travel-

Thu

sis of Prime Minister
in an ambush in India's
Friday. reports Reuter from

le were serfously injured in

ling to an election rally in New Delhi to be addressed by Rao.
The ambush near Ludhiana was the second Sikh attack on

the yotith wing of the ruling party this month.

ROME, Sept 24: Former

~ Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev

renewed his criticism of
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
today as he boarded a plane
here cutting short a visit to Italy
in order to return to Moscow,
reports AFP.

He told reporters that the
negative process launched by
Yeltsin had to be halted.

On Wednesday, announcing
that he would leave Italy after
six days instead of the eight
programmed, he described
Yeltsin’s decisfon the day before
to dissolve the Russian parlia-
ment on the grounds of ob-
structionism as “senseless and
unconstitutional.”

Meetings with Pope John
Paul Il and Italian President
Oscar Luigl Scalfaro scheduled
for today were moved forward to
Thursday.

He warned then, "I am very
worried about what s happen-
ing in Russia, because instead
of moving forward towards
democracy, we are in the middle
of setting a dangerous and
negative precedent, in which
we can toss aside the constitu-
tion time we like."

Accompanied by his wife
Raisa, the former Communist
Party leader is due to arrive in
Moscow at 5:00 PM local time.

AFP adds: Russia's Justice

International

Yeltsin's negative proCess Off the Record
must be hal

ted: Gorbachev

to exert political pressure on all
other state bodies, the ministry

Yeltsin today, ruling that
dissolution of the legislature
was In the spirit of the consti-

tution although beyond his
formal powers, the Itar-Tass

agency said.

In a statement outlining the

legal basis for Tuesday's de-

cree, which has brought ahead
le' between the
the legislature,
said Yeltsin had
guard the rights of

‘A power stru
Executive
the minist
acted to

Russian citizens, the agency re-

ported in a dispatch by the

BBC.

By remaining the sole

keeper of the constitution, par-
lament had been given a lever

his

sajd.
The President, meanwhile,

had no le of
g:lwq' influencing

The purpose of the decree
had been to “eliminate the pro-
tracted and nationally .
ing confrontation between

legislature and the executive, a

confrontation which leads to
disaster,” the statement said.

By dissolving parliament

Yeltsin acted in accordance with

the constitutional principles of

saf
ministry said.

Russia's

Turkish troogs kill 24 Kurds:

Turkish sccurity forces killed 24 Kurdish rebels on Thursday
and sulfered 12 casualties in fighting in the southeast, officials
said, AP reports from Ankara.

Turkish troops killed 17 Kurdish separatist guerillas trying
to sneak into Tu from northern Irag near the border towns
of Silopt and Cukurca, the regional governor's office an-
nounced.

Seven other Kurdish rebels were killed in three other clashes
in Sirnak, Mardin and Bingol provinces; the announcement
added.

Three soldiers were killed in the
officials died when their vehicle hit a land mine planted by
Kurdish rebels, the Anatolia news agency said.

Rebels kill 7 Colombian troo?s:
Leftist guerillas ambushed a military convoy in the north ol the
country on Thursday killing seven government troops and
wounding three, the Defence Ministry said, Reuler reports from

The attack took place in a rural area near the town of
Cienaga, 390 miles north of the capital Bogota.

The Colombian guerillas’ latest campaign, which they call
“Black September”, has included attacks on military and eco-
nomic targels such as ofl pipelines. So far 42 members of the
armed forces have died in six ambushes.

Amr“afat arrives in Jakarta: rucsine

tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat arrived
here Friday from Befjing for a two-day official visit to brief
President Suharto on the agreement with lsrael on Palestinian
aul . AFP reports from Jakaria.
Arafat was grected by Defence Minisier Edi Sudrajal at the

airport and was driven to the presidential palace.

Christian doc killed in Egypt: .

Christian physician was gunned down Thursday by suspected
Muslim militants in the southern region of Asstut, the third

victim of extremist viclence in three days despite increased

gunmen
miles ( 270 kmj) south of Cairo. The attackers escaped.
Gayyed was the second Coptic Christian killed in three days.

On Tuesday, suspectied Muslim militants shot dead a Coptic

Christian school administrator and a police officer in two sepa-
- rate ambushes in Asstul. The assaflants got away.

Joulwan to be made NATO chief:

President Bill Clinton is expecied to nominate US army General
Alfred Joubwan as the new commander of NATO alliance military
forces, administration officials said on Thursday, Reuter reports
from Washington.

Joulwan, 53, currently heads American forces in Latin
America and would replace US army General John Shalikashvili
as supreme allied commander of NATO forces in Europe |
Saccur] based in Mons, Belgium, according to the officials, who

asked not to be identified.
If Joulwan is by the other allies as expected, he
would become the in an unbroken string of US comman-

ders of NATO forces since the post was set up in 1960, a year
after the allance was founded 1o counter Soviet power.

fighting and nine security .

hospital, was killed by an unknown number of
ursday evening in the town of Manfalout, about 175

s b T A A LR e R S
, SRR

...........

........

AR R B

Prince Norodom Sihanouk (C) greets crowds inside the Royal Palace in Phnom Penh

September 24 moments after he signed Cambodia’s n tuti
Nations mandate. Sihanouk’s wife Princess Monique is seen on his right.

Sihanouk ratifies constitution

PHNOM PENH, Sept 24
Cambodia's Prince Norodom
Sthanouk signed each page of
the country’s new constitution

“in the gold-gilded throne hall

today, ending the United
Nations mandate over this
South Easl Asian country, re-

poris AFP.

The signature ceremony took
place under colorful fresco

scenes of the epic Ramayana in
the royal palace in front of the
members of the national
asscmbly — all wearing black
stockings and traditional knick-

crs — style pants made of
Purple, Silk, called Chong Kben

— the diplomatic corps and
leaders of the UN transitional
authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC).

The signature, the subse-
quent naming of the country's
two  co-Prime Ministers and
Prince Sthanouk's ascension to
the throne: later in the day, ends

the 18-month UNTAC mandate
in Cambodia.

"On this historie day, 1 have
the honor to ofler to the
Natfonal Assembly, the repre-
sentatives of the people of
Cambodia, the promuigation of
this constitution appointing our
people the masters of the land,

ew constitution, ending the United

— AFP photo

the water and the state power
from now on, foreyer page of the
document which was adopted
by the assembly on Tuesday.

Arriving at the foot of the
stairs entering the throne hall,
the Prince was greeted by an
honor guard and thé national
anthem.

The Prince was then seated
at a table lined with gold fabric,
in front of the gilded platform
traditionally used in foyal pro-
cessions, in order to sign the

; document.

After the
assembly members applauded

and followed Prince Sthanouk

the signing,

out Lthe front door of the palace,

6th Tokyo Int’l

Film Festival

opens

TOKYO, Se s Ja 'S
fledgling film ﬂ'::ﬂ Jo;rr:lud
Friday with .a screening of
Sylvester Stallone’s new thriller,
"C . reports AP.

The film's director, Renny
Harlin, was a handful of
guests to open the 6th Tokyo
International Film Festival.

Harlin's other credits include
“Die Hard.”

Organisers say they hope the
festival, which became an an-

nual event last year, will be-
come an internationally ac-
claimed event, but few expect it
ever to rival its more prestigious
counterparts in Cannes or
Venice, .

German director Wim Wen-
ders, whose films include
"Wings of Desire” and “Paris,
Texas,” will chair the jury for
the Young Cinema Competition,
which will distribute three

s worth a total of 35 mil-

yen (333,000 dollars).
ANC welcomes
passage of

TEC bill

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 24:

-Nelson Mandela's African

National Congress (ANC] late
Thursday welcome the passing
by the South African Parliament
of a bill that opens the doors to

in the country, re-

ports AFP,
The bill to set: up a
itional Ex Co
 HEYY'DRS pasied Thursday

aflernoon by a vole of 211-36 in

' ch has separate chambers for -

Whites, Indians and "Colou-
reds” but which expludea

i

Blacks.

Israeli troops seal
West Bank, Gaza

JERUSALEM, Sept 24:
Israeli tmp; .::h‘l.'lhur-dngr
d!'lﬁ Jewis protest-
ng Israel-PLO peace accord
from two sites in the
West Bank that they had fenced
off as new settlements, the

army and settlers said, reporis
AP,
Meanwhile, security forces in

the occu Gaza Strip shot
and two Palestinians, re-
ports said

The clashes came as parlia-
ment its approval to the
Israeli-PLO accord that calls for
limited Palestinian self-rule in
the occupied territories.
nounced it was sealing the oc-
cupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip from 2:00 am (2400 GMT)
Frﬂp for 48 hours to prevent
attacks during Yom Kippur,
Judaism's most sacred day.
Yom Kippur begins at sundown
Friday and lasts until sundown

The measure will affect the
30,0000 Palestinian laborers
permitted to cross daily into
Israel. Isracl banned the r-
ity of the 1.8 mililon
Palestinians in the occupied
territortes from entering the
country last March following a
wave of attacks.

The largest settler protest

was next to the Beft El settle-
ment north of the Palestinian
city of Ramallah.

Soldiers declared the site a
closed arca and evacu-
ated the mt]::;lpgu mhuﬂ.
The army complaints

20 settlers who resisted
evacuation, it said.

A similar incident occurred
near the West Bank town of
Kiryat Arba where dozens of
Jews started plowing a road
and roped off land they wanted
to on, the army said.

The army said soldiers evac-
uated them an detained eight
people.

On Thursisy night, Isracli
security forces killed two
Palestinians Iin separale
overnight clashes in the Gaza
Strip, reports said.

Youssef Abu Eid, 16, was
killed after clashes erupted
when troops arrested ac-
tivists in the Jabalia refugee
T. army and Arab reports

Israeli police shot and killed
Abdul Wahab Abu Omar, 22,
from Khan Yunis, after he al-
legedly tried to run over two po-
licemen, police said.

Their deaths brought to
1,152 the number of Pales-
tinians killed by Israeli soldiers
of ctvillans .
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photo dated February 1993 of British supermodel
Naomi Campbell. Miss Campbell, 23, has been dropped by
her American agency because it says it can no longer put
up with her temper tantrums.
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Foul-up with Clinton’s
Teleprompter

TAMPA: Television host Ted Koppel teased President Clinton
during Thursday .night’s town hall meeting about the foul-up
the night before with the president's Teleprompter as he
began his address to Congress, rcports AP.

The wrong speech T
Clinton's February
economic mess —flashed
up on the eye-level viewing
screens for the presideni to
read instead of the address
about health care.

“I'm going to begin with
what may seem like a rather
trivial thing, although it
clearly wasn't trivial to you
yesterday®, Koppel said at the
outset of the hour-long forum
about health care that was .
broadcast nationwide on ABC ¥ .
television, = 2 m—

“There you were, You were ir? front of a joint session of
Congress. You had the joint chiefs of stafl there. You had your
Cabinet there. You were talking to tens of millions of Cy

ABC then played a videotape showing Clinton on podium
in the House chamber Wednesday night and turning to talk to
Vice President Gore. '

“] am telling the vice president, Al, they've got the wrong
speech on the T mpter”.

He said, “That’s impossible”.

I said “You're not reading it. Read it."

Clinton explained that the White House communications
department had typed his health-carc speech onto the same
co ter disc that also contained the earlier address.

And | thought to myself, “That was a pretty good speech, but
not good enough to give twice.” '

Teacher suspended for
taping mouths of pupils

HARLOW, England: A British teacher has been
for taping the mouths of most of the 30 pupils in her class to

kecpﬂl:mqutLanhiqun)'hcardunThundny. reports Reuter.
Peter Wilton, headmaster of the school at Harlow in

southeastern England, said he had taken mpt action
suspend the woman after parents complained Th::rur;mr &
"It started rtedly when the teacher threatened to
the mouths of her noisy class.” Wilton said. “Some of
children t it was a great joke when it started. Some were
nldnﬁet:lbe ped as a great hoot.”
A council spokesman added: *Everything was all right
unﬂl‘theytﬂedtnget it off. Then it hurt and it wasn't funny any

‘Baby named ‘Metro’
OAKDALE, Wales: A baby boy born in the back of a car as

his parents made a frantic dash to hospital will steer his way
through life with the name “Metro™.

"It's a lovely name and | will never forget how he came into
the world — but I'm glad we didn’t have a Lada or a Skoda.” Lyn
Sowden, his 3 |-year-old mother, said on Thursday.

But the baby has also been given a middle name — Frederick
— in case he doesn't like to be reminded of his connection with
the tiny rover Metro hatchback.

93 pc women can recognise body
changes indicating conception

LONDON: Natural family planning is an effective method of
birth control and the Roman catholic church’'s epposition to ar-
ummw-ﬂmmm-—ﬂ-:

— .

more

journal said yesterday, reports Reuter.

The British medical journal, in a review of natural family

lanning, said a World Health Organisation (WHO) study found
tphtﬁﬂpermntufmmmwwrwm
pinpoint when they are most likely to concetve.

WASHINGTON, Sept 24: A
Cuban MiIG-23 military jet
landed Thursday afternoon at
the US military base in Guan-
tanamo, Cuba, and the pilot

officials said, reports AP,

The jet apparently was in the
air with a number of other
Cuban planes and “peeled off
and headed to Guantanamo”
said a Pentagon official, who
spoke on condition of anon-
ymity.

The plane landed at the base
2:356 pm (1835 GMT) — just
hours after an older MiG-21
flown to Florida last week by
another pilot was re-
turmed to the Cuban govern-
ment, said a State Department
official.

The Cuban air force has sev-
eral squadrons of MIG-21s,
MiG-23s. older versions of the
fighter aircralt, as well as some
of the newer MIG-20s, which
the former Soviet Union built
for export, according to the
International Institute for
Strategic Studies.

On September 17, a MIG-21
landed at the Key West Naval
Air Station on Boca Chica Key.

The pilot, Capt. Enio Ravelo

Rodriguez, said many comrades

im Cuba's military are so de-

moralised that they would

asked for political asylum, US .

Another Cuban pilot
defects to US

probably hold their fire in a
popular uprising against Cuban
President Fidel Castro,

Ravelo, 33, told he
and many others of his genera-
tion, inside and outside the
military, are with
Castro. But while military is
of the armed forces live in fear
of the secret police, he said.

“You have to say, long live
g e
lution T o
say w}umu really feel is im-
possiblc,” Ravelo said.

Ravelo took of in the one-
seal, poorly maintained MIG
around noomn, to an ald-
tude of 3,000 .to 4,000 feet
jabout 1,000m|, he said. Then
he turned north . dropping to
30 feet (less than 10m) as he
crossed the Florida Straits.

He said he was not surprised
he evaded US radar until the
last four minutes: A single
planc can always get through.™

The coast guard said it
picked up 38 Cubans f[rom
rafts, raising the total reaching
US shores in 1993 1o 2,034,

In March 199], Cuban air
force pilot Orestes Lorenzo also
landed a MiG-23 at Key West,
and made a celebrated rescue
Mlight in a small plane, picking
up his family from a Cuban
beach last December.

UN sending 1260

UNITED NATIONS, Sepl 24:
The Security Council, deploring
escalating political violence, on
Thursday established a 1,260
person mission of police moni-
tors, army and advi-
sors to help shore up peace ac-
cords, reports AP,

The |15-member council
voted- unanimously to create
the UN Mission in Haitl,
UNMIH, for six months, at an
estimated cost of dirs 50
milldon.

General Assembly President
SR 1 . meanwhile, told
reporters he expected de-
posed President Jean Bertrand
Aristide to address the assem-
bly in coming weeks. “It is in
the cards,” he said.

The Haiti mission will be the
| 5th current UN On
Wednesday l.huluu:luti
Itshed a military

4-40-1“
The mission will not be a

traditional peacekeeping mis-
sion (o help restore law and or-
der, and police and military
personnel will not take the
place of the Haitian army and

Instead, about 570 police
observers would monitor
Haitian police in an effort to
help protect human rights. They
also would help train a profes-
sional police force.

Haiti's police traditionally
had been a unit of the army. A

major purpose of the UN mis-
sfon is to v and profes-
forces.

A military component of
about 700 persons would be

corps of 3

i

observers to Haiti

which has been torn by violence

mhl.rming wu]a‘Lt gr nurl:e'
combat skills.

The council called for swill
deployment. but it was nol
known when the new mission
would be in place. Personnel are
expecled to be loaned by
France, Canada, Venezucla,
other Latin American countrics
and possibly the United States

Deposed President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide is expected to
return to Haiti Oct 30, under
terms of the peace accords, bul
the situation remains tensc.
Deployment of international po
lice monitors is expected to m
prove stability.

The council has suspended
economic sanclions, but warmed
they would be reim if se
curity authorities do not lake
steps Lo end the violence
Aristide has called for reimposi-
tion of sanctions, but the coun-

¢fl made no move at this time to
do so.

“The political and social cli-
mate in Hafti continues to be
characterized by widespread
violations of human rights and
other wviolence,”™ Secretary:
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
said in a written report to the
council.

“Therefore. there 18 an ur-
gent need lo demonsirate
through concrete steps the
commitment of the international
community to the solution of
the Haitina crisis.”

The council called upen the
government of Haiti to. lake all
steps to ensure the safety of
UN personnel and their freedom
of movement.

The new mission would be
under the oversight of Dante
Capulo, special representative
to Haiti of the UN Secretary-
General and the Organization of

US plans to accept 1.21 lakh
refugees in next 12 months

WASHINGTON, Sept 24: The
United Siates plans to aceepl
121.000 refugers in the next 12
months, about 1,500 lewor than
this year and 11,000 fewer than
in 1992, Secretary of State
Warren Christopher said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Christopher told a Senate
Judiclary Committee hearing
that 55 000 refugees would
come from the former Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe and
45,000 from Vietnam and East
Asia during the federal fiscal
year [rom October 1.

Anolther 7,000 would come
from Africa, 6000 from South
Asia and 4000 [rom Latin
Amcerica and the Caribbean
with 3,000 refugee slots held in
reserve with 1,000 refugees en-
tering through private pro-
grammes.

Christepher said better con-

American States,

ditions in areas such as the

Middle East. Cambeodia and
Haiti would reduce the number
of refugees. But he said the sit-
uvation in Bosnia and the Hom
of Africa could worsen the
re situation.

‘wrrenl trends indicate that
the number of persons requir-
ing permancnt rescttlement in
1the United States should de-
cline significantly in the next
few years.” he said.

"It's not a bold
o R & N it

needs, " Warren Zimmerman,

Director of the Bureau for
Refugee told an
carlter of the House
Immigration and Refugee
Subcommittee.

The United Siates accepied
132, 144 ref during the
1992 financial year. it expoels

o lake 122,500 in the current
year that ends next Thursday,

10,000 below the cefling.



