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Unanswered Questions |

over Jamuna Bridge

Communications Minister Qlf Ahmed told the

Jattya Sangsad last Monday that construction work
e would in

of the Jamuna multi-purpose bridg

by January-February ?1:11 The Minister sounded
quite confident about it. Let's hope that the events
unfolding over the coming months would justify his
stance.

Earlier, it was reported that the three co-li-
nanciers of the bridge — the World Bank (WB),
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Overseas
Economic Cooperation Fund [OECF) of Japan —
have all to put up 190 million US dollars
each, or %%0 million dollars all together, towards
the latest estimated cost of 690 million dollars for
the project. The balance 120 million dollars would
be borne by Bangladesh. As the Communications
Minister told the Parliament, it would take 40
months to complete the construction of the bridge.

Questions over the progress in negotiations with
the co-financiers continue to crop up. The deadline
for awarding contracts for the construction work is
not far off. However, no final decision about the
components of the work seems to have been
reached yet. First, it was a question of the facilities
the bridge would provide. Billed as a muti-purpose
bridge. it was to function as a road, rail, gas and

r link between the western and eastern paris
of the country. Reports surfaced at one stage that
all components other than the road link, would be
shed {rom the project. These misgivings have not
been fully cleared up yet.

The point at issue is that information available
on happenings about Jamuna Bridge are mostly
based on hearsay. Reports are now circulating that
after all these years ol planning, the question of the
length of the bridge has now come to the fore. It

be a back to the square one situation if this de-
bate persists. Any alteration of the length of the
bridge would entail red the whole project,
with its implications of cost escalation and the
time-frame for implementation. Gone would be
plans for awarding construction contracts by
January next.

The issue of compensation for the people affected
by the construction of the bridge also remains very
much an o one. Should the aflected people just
be paid compensation money
past practice or should the displaced persons be
reset elsewhere with all attendant benefits such
as hou , means of livellhood? These seem to be
questions being debated now. Some of the people
likely to be displaced the bridge work are al-
ready reported to have formed a body of their own
— going around, submitting memorandums to dif-
ferent authorities. ahrlllcm:lwh o the uvtnl!mcm ap-

ars to be going ahead with its p or paying
gﬁt compensation money only. A bill has already
been by the Parliament, permitting govern-
ment to compensate the dis persons at a rate
higher than that allowed by the present law on the
subject.

our standards, Jamuna multi-purpose e
is indeed a big project. It is well understood that
sorts of issues would come up before p and

financing of the project are wrapped up. It could
also well be true that disclosure of certain infor-
tion at the time would wreck the project

wever, varied reports on the project are circulat-
ing anyway. It would have been far better if the
concerned authorities could see a way to tell the

story themselves,
ere is an

should be told

reason too why the people
about the rrq]nc:t. True, it is
the tax payer who pays for the local cost of pro-
jects. However, there is no direct between
the tax payer and a particular project. Jamuna
Bridge Lgrcger:t is a notable exception in the rﬁarﬁl

the

Here, through specific levies and sumhadﬁm.
people are contributing d to the building of
the . Out of its share of 120 million dollars or

roughly 480 crore Taka, for cost of construction of
the e, government is said to have col-
lected, as ol January this ., 464 crore through
Jamuna levy and surcharge. Having paid nearly all
the money needed by the government, the people
deserve to be told a little more about the bridge

Immortalising the Dead

Yenahang namritas ten kuryam?
— what ?hall I do w&t Mwhat wnuglq not mm
immortal, so querie aitreyee ol Jajnya :
when the savant wanted to know whatjhja second
wife would like to have as an insurance ﬂ&lgmt bad
days after her lord will have retired into forests
never to return. :

Man's conscious preoccupation with the idea of
immortality is far older than the great Maitreyee's.
It must have come to man with the development of
the new brain at least some million back.
Unsuccessful in making much of a headway on
that time, man settled for immortalising a body al-

dead. And hoping that some time somehow

life would return to that body, took care not to al-

low that again to depart for want of the necessities

of life — food to begin with and slaves to boot. The

sons and heirs of Imhotep made the art of embalm-

ing into a regular science. While this was a royal

m araonic Egypt, not long after, pre-

Indians of South America were embalm-

ing people by the droves and leaving the bodies in
caves.

Zealots of vmm%lc religious sectarianism however
thought it beneath the power of the spirituality of
their gurus not be able to live even after death.
When Aurobindo Ghose died in the fifties, the body
was not cremated in the belief that it would for
_ever without decom . A more challe sit -

uation developed in the early months of this year
when in Calcutia Balak Brahmanchari died and
tens of thousands of his followers would not allow
the body to be cremated in the belief that life would
return to the body.

Now news comes [from a remote Chinese vﬂla%:
that the body of a woman, dead eight months,
intact, without showing any sign ol putrefaction.
The reason why her was neither interred nor
cremated in a request she made pre-mortem,
that h be let to be without the conventional
rites. gpem of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
are investigating the case.

There was a lot of hullaballo over a case in
Kushtia some twenty years back. A disin-
terred after it had died and been duly buried,
was found to be intact. The hoichoi died down soon
afier and there was no one us competent
or enough to go aller a dead man's body for
fear ol ghosts or police or the wrath of kinsmen.

Human experience is diverse but uniform.

Otherwise sciences would not be le. That ex-
L gerimcc tells us we would not hearing of the
hinese case anymore.

| smiled generously

day he pays special

in keeping with the.

the first study
project was made in the erst-
while East Pakistan in 1969

and subsequently
studied by JICA in 1973. After

White House ceremony
on historic PLO-lsrael
mmcmﬁ.—-
walked up with an out-
stretched hand to Prime Mi-nis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin. sident
Clinton gently pu Rabin
from behind towards Arafat who
his reluctant hand and
it repeatedly with all Arab
warmth as if nothing ever
pened between them. at
at the grim-
faced Rabin. Rabin's hand re-
mained lmnf::“-;“i::“n the
ltm:’rlp 1 a cou-
ple of moments. Between these
two arch enemies, now posed as

l FTER his speech in the

"friends”, President Clinton
stood happy with both
hands s like an angel's

wings with a view to keeping
them closer. His hands re-

mained outstretched till the
"historic handshake™ was over,
he did not want to take the
chance lest Rabin moved away
without a handshake. President
Clinton the role of an el-
der brother though he is the
youngest of the three. This
touching scene in the White
House during signing of the
peace accord gave millions of
viewers the momentary feeling
“that 'the world was upside
down'l! The ple did not ex-
pect this; at t not so soon.

President Clinton's perfor-
mance in the White House cer-
emony was superb. Clinton's

to Arafat looked per-
fect — added to it was his per-
sonal care particularly while
conducting Arafat and Rabin to
the distinguished guests.

The White House ceremony
with two former Presidents of
the United States of America
and about 3000 distinguished
guuu was impressive a4 in-

eed was necessary o g~

RESIDENT Levon Ter-
Petrosian of Armenia is
a worried man. Every
attention to
those of his assistants who
have pored over Turkish
newspapers or listened to
Iranian radio for signs that
those two big Muslim powers
to the South are twitchy about
Armenian military successes

| over the Aze around
the region of Nagorno
Karahalkh.

This is a mountainous en-
clave inside an -
lated largely by Armenians but

ted into the republic
of Azerbafjan by Stalin, the
Soviet ruler, in 1923,

Armenians have
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address.

Importance and
viability of Jamuna
Bridge

Sir, Early second week of

this month, precisely September
8, a report was published in a
section of the press that there
ha been a "move for truncated

Jamuna bridge at inflated cost"

which we have noticed with
much grief.

After going through the bi-
ased report it has to be revealed
to the conscious people that the
correspondent perhaps had
been misguided by vested quar-
ters,

So far we guess the corre-
spondent is not fully aware of
the importance of Jamuna
Bridge project. Otherwise, how
he can mention that Jamuna
Bridge project s a politically
motivated project of de-
posed president Ershad!
Practically, Jamuna Bridge
project is a dream of the people

of Bangladesh and that of the

economically and politically
conscious people of the country.

We would like 1o inform that
of Jamuna bridge

it was again

then it again cropped up in the

During joint pre-appraisal in
May 1990, the cost of the

year 1984,

Jamuna Multipurpose Brid

roject was estimated to

tune of US $5628 million. Due to
recent global inflation the pre-
sent cost of the stood at
US $69] million in September,

1993. Based on latest cost and

T - i

publication in these columns should be |
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- |
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

White House Ceremony and Clinton's
Commitment to M-E Peace

moral, political, diplomatic and
financtal support to the peace
accord. During discussion of
the event, a friend of mine said
— whatever America wanis
happens in the world. This was
though an exaggerated version
of what happened between PLO
and lsrael, one must admit the
pivotal role of the US in the
Middle-East whether for ofl or

for political purpose. |t
the Gulf war on behalf of
its though probably this

war could have been avoided.
The present effort of the US for
Enne in Middle-East appears o
an attempt to counterbal-
ance the political damages
arising out of the Gulf war and
also to help America’s friends in
the Arab world. Moreover, as
Iraq was thoroughly defeated,
there will be no more threat to
Israel from it for a long limg to
come. Finally, in order 1o lake
care of the majar threat from
Iran, it was probably considered
to come to term with
the Palestinians and other
Arabs.

The commitment of the US
on upholding the peace accord
was clear from President
Clinton's statement in the White
House ceremony. He said, I
pledge the active support of the
United States of America to the
difficult task that lies ahead”.
Secretary of State Christopher
also declared that "This Israeli-
Palestinian agreemenl can nol
be permitted to fall”. Thus US
commitment appeared total for
peace in the Middle-East.

Under the changed situation

the US must act as the active
partner in the peace process. In
no way il should give the im-
pression that it stll has some
solt corner for Israel. The US
must realize why and how
Chairman Arafal abandoned
practically everything In terms
of his policies and promises (0
his own people and agreed Lo
the present peace accord which,
comparcd to Palestinian's de-
mand, gave very little. As #t
seems, he undertook this

tremendous risk on the basis ol
the trust, help and support ex-
pected from the US and also
recognizing the peace initiative
of the

SPOTLIGE OL7 MIDDLE BAST

present Labour

of the speech probably eaaed
of the speech

Arafat's concern. Rabin said,
“Let me say (o you, the
Palestinians, we are d,;-:ld to
live together on the same sofl in
the same land”. He is right, they
are destined to do so as they —
Israclis and Palestinians — are
the descendants of Abra-
ham (Hazrat |brahim — peace
be upon him). They have the
same root — it was one house.
This should indeed be the basis
for future negotiations. The
great grand children of two
brothers Issac (Hazrat ishag —
peace be upon him] and
Ishmael (Hazrat Ismail — peace

Muslehuddin Abhbmad

Government of Israel. President
Clinton must have noted some
of the words that Prime Minister
Rabin used in his speech in the
peace ceremaony., Il was nol ap-
propriate for him to say on this
greal occasion that "We have
come from Jerusalem. the an
cient and cternal capital of the
Jewish ple”. It was not only
Rabin and his pegple. Agafat
and his people also belong to
Jerusalem. Moreover, Jeru-
salem has not been accepted by
the international community
including the US as the capital
of lsrael. It still stands as an
international city under UN
resolution,

However, some conciliatory

be upon him) can build their
scparate and Independent
houses, each enjoying indepen-
dence and [ull freedom on the
land they have to share and live
together and work together in
and tranquility. Jerusa-
should remain as the Holy
City epen to people of all three
faiths — Muslims, Jews and
C hristians — for the purpose of
pllgrimage.

With trust, good intention
and honesty of purpose, the
other problems also may be
solved. Once the decision is
there to live together in the
same land and one has recog-
nized the rights of the other, it

becomes obligatory to recipro-

cate and recognize the

mate of the other.
should no more

and control by one on other.
People say when enemy be-
comes a friend, he is more than
a friend. It is possible provided
both behave responsibly keep- |
ing in view the long term peace
dividengls.

One hopes that these were
the thoughts, apart from con-
termporary political considera-
tions, that both to
sign this historic peace accord
in the White House with a
Christian President as the
principal witness and thus
ple of all three faiths — all be-
licvers and having faith in the
Revealed Books — joined hands
for bringing peace which will
benéfit everyone. Let all in-
volved work unitedly and with
full trust to ext peace to
those who have not got it yet
and win over those who are
against peace. A
solution of the M-E problem is a

the Camp David style in the
peace proceas — deal with the
Arabs one by one — but with
the difference that this time it
decided to deal with the major
player in the conflict — the
Palestinians. This is why it is
expected 1o get su of the
majority of the Arab countries.
The reservation of Syria and
Lebanon, apart from Iraq and
Libya which oppose also for dif-
lerent reasons, was obvious and
expecied as nothing concrete

Will Turkey Step into the Azer1 War?

by Hazhir Teimourian

Repo

rts of Iranian military exercises on the borders of Armenia and Azerbaijan are a

reminder that the five-year-old war between the two former Soviet republics is now threat-
ening the security of neighbouring states. Gemini News Service investigates the war and
asks whether the recent humiliating defeats suffered by the Turkish-speaking, Muslim
Azerbaijanis at the hands of the Christian Armenians might provoke intervention from Iran

or Turkey.
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traffic demand data and as-
sumptions the economic analy-
sis arrives at a base case ERR
(Economic Rate of Return) of
about 15%. ERR of the project

has mainly increased due to
increase in transport benefits,
economic life of project, invest-
ment costs for the ferry/port al-
ternative and adjustment in the
waiting time of trucks.

There may be or must be
some vested quarters who
might be benefited in absence of
the bridge. It can be noted here
that the economic rate of return
for the viability of such a big
and important infrastructure
project should not be based on
the ERR alone. Some other un-
quantifiable factors may also be
considered. Addition of ferrics
to the present fleet cannot be ef-
fective re t for Jamuna
bridge project. The agencies
concerned with the operation
and maintenance of the ferry
ghats at different locations
along Jamuna frequently en-
counter multifarious problems
arising out of siltation and ero-
sion which call for inevitable,
very costly, exhaustive dredging
or shifting of ferry ghat and ap-
proach road with the eventual
suspension of ferries because
the reconstruction of the termi-
nal facilities takes a consider-
able time. Because of unpre-
dictable nature of mighty river
Jamuna (being a braided river
opening up multi-channel at
bifurcation points at receding
stage), 1t is therefore estab-
lished that improvement of ferry
system cannot be a rational
substitute for the bridge to sus-

tatn continuity for proper trafljc
movement,

The war in the Caucasus

bridge will be constructed by
the following facilities: a)

. Road. b) Second east-
west eleciric inter-connections.
c) .Future provision of meter
gauge rail. d) Future provision
for gas pipeline and telecom-
munication. This s not at all
any derailment from the main
constituents of the in

its originally proposed s ;

The correspondent has
pointed out that this is a glant
project and most unproductive

non-viable that any third
world country can ever have. Of
course, this is a historic project
as [ar as the h econ-
omy is concerned. It is big not
only in terms of total invest-
ment involved, but in terms of
its social and economic im-
pacts. The mighty river Jdmuna
divides the country into the
north-west, comprising the dis-
tricts in the Rajshahi Division
and Lhe rest-of-the country re-
gions. The Jamuna bridge pro-
ject will have definite impacts
on labour and goods mobility,
migration and dissemination of
knowledge and culture across
the river. It will have effects not
only on the economy of north-
wesl region of the country, but
on the total economy as a
whole. Moreover, given the na-
ture of the project, these im-
pacts will be more of long-run
nature rather than short-term
ones.

There is no scope of denial of
the fact that the physical bar-
rier created by the Jamuna
river stands as an impediment
to economic development, social
unity and integrity of the coun-
try. For this reason, there has
long been a national desire to
remove this physical barrier by
consiructing a permanent
bridge across the Jamuna river.

It is noteworthy to remember
that the construction of the
Jamuna Bridge at 8 km south
of will be a great boon
for the Asian H which
will usher in a new era not only

European state in the North
Atlantic Treaty tion
wp-m' of Armenia
weslern
overnight to hold: until the
Armenians withdrew from
Azerbaijan. Worse still, Turkey
could overrun . southern
Armenia to enable itselfl 1o be

“directly linked to

and the other Turkic-
states of the former Soviet
Union.

At present, it is physically

cut

Armenia and

The problem is. that the
Armenian President is not fully
in charge of his country, whose
people feel strong solidarity
with the Armenians of
Karabakh. His word ‘carries
even less weight with the
leaders of the enclave itself
The tal city, Stepanakert,
ﬂ:ctlplmt destroyed by
Azerbaijani rockets two years
ago.

As for the Azerbafjanis, the

~ morale of their troops has re-

cently almost ;
Tens of thnuundlem

for the transportation network

of Ba alone, but also
for the South-East Asian region.

Abdur Rahman Khan
Nayatola,
Dhaka-1217

Weekly holiday

Sir, It was indeed dishear- .

tening to read the views of Mr S
M Al in this newspaper of 17th
September, in favour of revert-
ing the weekly holiday from
Friday to Sunday. The pre-
scription may ventilate the
opinion of a group of people but
definitely hurts the sentiment of
the of working Muslims
who o their weekly prayer
regularly.

In reality, Bangladesh being
a predominantly Muslim coun-
try has rightly translated their
wish by declaring Friday as its
weekly holiday. Sunday being
the prayer day of the Christians
is being observed as weekend in
the West. Moreover, Bangladesh
is not the only country to ob-
serve Friday as weekly holiday.
Many Muslim countries like
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Pakistan,
Sudan, Libya, and other Gulf
states observe Friday as holi-
day. If their economy can run
strong inspite of observing
Friday as holiday, then there is
no necessity to change it here
on any ground.
has been established
as official language keeping in
line with hopes and aspirations
of millions as well as national
heritage and culture. It might
have created some inconve-
niences at the outset in official
communications with the West
but that does not warrant the
necessity to change Bengall as
official language. Friday as
weekly holiday has been ac-
cepted in our country and most
of the Muslim world. As re
economic development, the
macro-economic variables of the
country including GDP, exports,
forex reserve, in resources
mobilisation showed upward

from them by the non-
' Turkic, | Christian states .of

Friday as

conscript soldiers have de-
serted, a coup in June resulted
in the overthrow of their
democratically elected presi-
dent, Abulfaz Elchibey, and
they face a minor rebellion
among their Persian-speaking
minority in Talysh, adjoining
Iran.

Their present leader is
Haidar Aliyev, a former KGB
gencral and deputy Soviet

minister is, again,
not fully in charge of events.
A B A
Armenians push on with
ons t. Said ::.ﬁ.rmemln
activist: “The fighters of
Karabakh, in lar, feel
that they may have to take the
war to, Baku (the capital of
Azerbatjan), if necessary, to
make the Azeris see sense.”

In this reckless ,strategy,
the Karabakh Armenians have
the tuprorl of the great ma-
jority of their compatriots in
Armenia and abroad.
Armenians see Azerbaijais as
Turks, the age-old enemy re-

fble for the destruction
the bulk of Armenia in Lhe

trend even after ]-pi;‘::lil;ﬂn!
weekly . So,
the views expressed by Mr Ali
are not acceptable.

Abu Zeeshan
Banani, Dhaka

"Convertibility of
Taka ..."

Sir, Your news item headed
"Convertibility of Taka may
cause inflation” (September 11,
1993) is a perfect example of
the kind of biased economic
thinking that serves to obstruct
the transition to a deregulated
marketl economy.

The "sources” cited are op-
posed to allowing brokers, au-
thorised money-changers, and
exporters to participate freely in
the exc market
because: "if all of them are al-
lowed to trade in the deregu-
lated exchange market, they
may try to manipulate the ex-

change rate by creating artificial
crisis

Now the most elementary
fact of economics is thal the
more participants there are in a
markel, the more does markel
approach the competitive idcal,
and the less is the probability of
collusive behaviour leading to
price manipulation.

The source also expresses
concern that “the foreign ex-
change brokers may speculate
by stockholding and later re-
lease their forex at a premium’,

on bro-
kers? This is what all traders
:-;r‘ml:ymhuy cheap and sell

ik supporting prices
when they g{: ln'E' and restrain
ing further rises when they are
high. This Is one of the major
functions of the market, and
under most normal circum-
stances a beneficial one.

Furthermore: "The situation
is likely to put pressure on the
local currency which may lead
to its substantial depreciation”.
it almost certainly will, and a

nqpodttﬂqtm.ﬁxpnruu.

il

cord, the is still con-
siderable. Rabin is seri-
ous in the Knesset —
Isracl Pa t. He

win probably with a very
majority if Shas decides

to vote against him. con-
cern, apart from traditional ha-
tred, is Israel's security. The US
must provide assurances on se-
curity to the lsraeli
through participation in UN
peace keeping forces and im-
proving relations with some of
the Arab countries and particu-
larly Syria.

Thus the role of the US and
particularly of its President is
extremely important. It must
work for peace as an active
partner and without any bias,
This is the last chance and
must not be missed.

Ottoman Empire and the mas-
sacre of more than two million
Armenians in 1915,

In the present conflict, the
demand of the Armenians of
Karabakh in 1988 that they
should be united with Armenia
eventually resulted in the deci-
sion of Azerbailjan to abolish
the autonomy of the enclave
and to impose direct rule on it.
An uprising by the Karabakh
Armenians subsequently
caused a full-scale war with
Azerbafjan.

Atrocities and massacres
rttglhrljr committed by both
s have not helped to im-
prove goodwill between the
two sides, and the enmity goes
back a thousand years, to the
time when the first groups of
Turks appeared in the Middle
East [rom central Asia.

Under such seemingly
hopeless conditions, the
neighbouring states of Iran and
Turkey have been admirab
restrained. They have
the potential of a military ad-
venture in the Caucuses lo
drag in the Russians, the tradi-
tional pretectors of Cheiatian-
Armenia in recent centuries.

But unless effective pres-
sure is brought to bear on the:
government of Armenia, par-

ticularly the influential
members of the Armenian di-
aspora in the West,

events m quickly get out of
hand. An Armenian march on
Baku could precipitate a wider
crisis, resulting in the invasion
of Armenia by the armies of ei-

ther lran or Turkey.

HAZHIR TEIMOURIAN s
the Middle East specialist of
The Times’', London.
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will get higher taka prices for
their exports, importers will
have to pay more taka for their

imports. Thus exports will be
encou and imports dis-
cou . Put differently, if the
market causes the Taka to de-
preciate, this mean the Taka is
at present over-valued.

Abu Abdullah
Research Director, BIDS, Dhaka

Chattak-Sunamgonyj
road

Sir, Perhaps road commu-
nication of Su nj district
is worst in the whole of
Bangladesh. But so far as natu- -
ral resources are concerned
this is one of the most re-
sourceful districts in the coun-
try. It is surplus in food crops
and fish. It supplies stones,
cement and paper to other
districts. But one has to take a
long detour for reaching the

district headquarter from most
of the thana head . But
with a lttle 1 n and

planning road distance from
the thana to the
district headquarter can be
shortened greatly.

Chattak is the only indus-
trial town of S nj dis-
trict. But for going to
ﬂun-mpngeby road one has to
go via Sylhet-Sunamgonj road
by taking a detour and as a re-
sult total distance comes to
about forty miles. But Chattak-
Sunamgon| distance via Duara
Bazar is only fourteen miles.
What is needed is developing
and carpeting a few miles In
between. But for reasons not
known the Roads and
Highways department is not
paying proper attention to this
road. May | therefore request
the Ministry of Communication
to take up of this
highly important road which
will fulfil a long felt need of the

people of this reglon?

Saleh Ahmed



