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Snalls and the Little Girls

are there every cday

— two little girls
called Rahima and Halin#. They can't be more

by Parveen Anam

and 'poultry feed’ are meant for. Those two little
girls are supposed to be in school at that hour,

than six and t years cld. They carry a small, learning their three ‘R’s, or so the authoritics will
discarded tin of paint, probably m]}cﬂ.ﬂd froman have us believe.
‘under-construction’ mansfon. Their principal But they are collecting lood for their ducks,

concern, while Dhaka slezos, is to collect snails
for their ducks back home. Ducks love sngils

and the little tin _

who will lay eggs, which the mother can sell in
the market to feed their family of eight. Family
planning is appare-

serves their purpose
perfectly. They arc
too small, these two
sisters, to carry a full
tin by themselves, so
they hold it on two
sides and giggling
and slipping in the
mud, happily catch
the snails to fill up
the tin.

Life is kind to

dl'ﬂlﬂr::;l:llﬂt more

thnn a half-torn un-
They do not -
I know that dresses [T
| are to be bought for
fantastic sums in the
city stores. Sums
which they’ cannot
expect to earn or see
in a lifétime, Or their
children’'s lifetime. As
long as their little
d and ducklings
are well fed and ha-
PPy, they are happy.
And happiness g
cannot be bought g
from city stores or fosa
anywhere else.

| It never occurs to

‘supreme beings’ in

these tots, that the | SSRGS

ntly being theorized
4 on the television sets
1 only. It amuses us to
think of the hollow
claims made so effor-
tlessly by the ‘elected
representatives ol
their people’ on the

other fronts.
Universal educa-
tion is the theme ol
the day, of course,
with the very candi-
dates for such edu-
b | cation; prowling aro-
@] und in knee-deep
i} waler, catching sna-
M ils for their 'home
-1 poultry? If it was not
= so sad, it would ac-
& | tually be quite funny.
i Perhaps that's what
‘1" they want, Lhe au-
thorities. Make us all
1 have a good laugh. At
-1 the donor's expense.
s4{ The donors for such
fantastic projects are
again blissfully una-
3 | ware of the little girls
' | who are supposedly
al school being tuto-
4 red and educated,
{ while Lheir money is

| power, are expou

and equally well propou
and how the gove
it and

bottom’

ments, when we see

ing well-beaten 'I:hcnri:s 6~ universal education
nd>d theories of ‘poultry
mment is encouraging
mﬂl.blc ‘poultry feed” at ‘rock-
, for the 'keepers’ of pouliry at
home. We the simple souls, think in bleak mo-

o RGN <4 21l being sip} I
away on olher more important things. Its quite a
ludicrous situations, actually. Only for those
who bother to see the humour and the irony of
it. But then, it would never do to become cynical,
for was it not Oscar Wilde who so wiscly said, "A
cynic is one, who knows the price of

education front and |

90 pc cured drug-abusers
relapse for lack
of follow-up

By Shamsad Mortuza

Nearly 90 per cent of the
drug addicts treated at the
Central Drug Addiction
Treatment Centre in Dhaka
went back to the habit in the
post treatment period due to
lack of adequate follow-up.

This was told by the Chief
Consultant of the centre, Dr
Syed Kamaluddin at a recent
seminar. The hospital, however,
has a record of 332 cases of re-
lapse among the 4328 treated
patients in the first four years
since establishment.

*The fact is we do not have

the necessary manpower to

. monitor each and every patient

treated here,” one physician at
the hospital said adding, “The
drug dependents need medica-
tion, counselling and rehabili-
tation programmes during the
post treatment period”.

Only Ahsania Mission, an
NGO, has been working for re-
habilitating the psychotropic
drug abusers treated in the

country’'s only government
owned hospital of its kind.

Presently, the hospital has
the accommodation for 40 pa-
tients with a maximum dura-
tion of stay of four weeks for the
detoxification process.

The patients are detoxified
with control doses of other psy-
chotropic drugs. "Four weeks

are absolutely inadequate for
the drug dependents who have
been used to taking psy-
chotropic substances for years,”
the doctor said.

The innate cravings for
drugs in addition to the peer
pressure coupled with frustra-
tion in life forced the recovering
addicts to go back to taking

drugs, the doctor pointed out.

"Most of the other countries
are presently underlining after-
care, motivation and drug
abuse preverition programmes,”
one highly placed official at the
Narcotics Control Department
said.

"Sadly encugh, our govern-
ment is only concerned with the
amount of drug seized and
number of cases filed,” the offi-
cial regretted,

*Even our neighbouring
countries like Shri Lanka and
India have launched massive al-
ter-care and rchabfilitation pro-
grammes for the recovering ad-
dicts,” he said.

The addiction treatment
hospital has the necessary land
and scope to initiate poultry,
nursery or handicrafts manu-
facturing projects to rehabilitate
the addicts who want'to go back

to normal life, he added,
According to official reckon-

ing., there are about eight lakh |

dnug dependents in the country.
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District Secretary.

Muktijoddha
Sangsad body
approved

Chairman of Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad Principal
Ahad Chowdhury recently ap-
proved the convening committee
of the organisation's Khulna
district unit.

The 1]-member committee
" was recently formed with the
noted freedom [fighter of
Khulna, Sheikh Abdus Sattar

as its convenor.

Mollah Nurul Hagq (joint con-

convenor] and members — AKM
Mansur Ahmed, Sheikh Monirul
Islam.

Members of Inner Wheal C‘lubl uf Bﬂnghduh held i Rnll nf Cnmmltment at the D’hnkl
Sheraton Hotel yesterday. Professor Jahanara Begum, Btate Minister for Cultural Affairs
graced the occasion as chief guest while Dilruba Ahmed [ITWR was present as
The meeting was presided over by Munira Khan, District Chairman (second frnm left) also
seeén in the picture (from L to R), Dilruba Ahmed, Towfika Aftab and Rahima Asafjah

Other executives elected are; -

venor), Md Abdus Sattar (joint

special guest.
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girls that size, getiing
soaked in the rain, with smiles that would bring
traffic to a screeching half what those theories

girls.

everything and the value of nothing?” And that
would never do, would it? Little girls or no little

Govt firm to protect interests
of labourers : Noman

CHI‘ITAGDNG Sept 24:
Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Abdullah-al Noman
today said that the government
is firmly committed to
the interest of the labourers
working in different mills and
factories in the country, reports
BSS.

He was addressing as chief
guest at divisional senta-
tives conference of Bang-
ladesh Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal
al Waziullah Institute Hall here.

Tain
Sarurday BTV

ning announcement

-Q'l-ll'lﬂ
SUTUTAary
5:10 News in Bangla
5256 Amra Natun
800 Cartoon: Young
Robinhood

6:30 Tarunya
7:06 Banshar
B:00 News in Bangla
8:30 Mati-o-Manush
9:00 Anirban
10:00 News in English
10:30 Dallas
11:30 Khabar/The News
11:40 Tomorrow's progranume

Presided over by the presi-
dent of Chittagong divisional
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal A A M
M Nazimuddin, the function
was addressed, among others,
by Whip of Jatiya Sangsad
Ashral Hossain Khan, Sirajul
Islam MP, BNP leader advocate

g ﬂ#hn Akabar
secTre-
nl'Banghdenh Jnrlynahadi
Sraml.k Dal Nazrul Islam Khan.
The Fisheries Minister said
the government was taken vari-

ous steps to consolidate na-
tional economy in accordance
with the recent
economy towards free market
economy. He said the govern-
ment is trying hard to find out
ways and means to t the
ipterest of the labour force
‘which is vital for the develop-
ment of our national economy.

He called u the workers to
contribute best to the pol-
icy of 'politics of production’
pursuecd by the government.
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Temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Th'l‘_‘ overall weather will remain nearly unchanged today. The
sky in the country's coastal regions will be cloudy and partly

cloudy elsewhere, forecast the Meteorological

department.

Temporary light rain or thundershowers is likely to occur all
over the country's five divisions — Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi,

Khulna and Barisal

Today's temperature may rise by one to two degrees Celsius

all over the country

Yesterday's highest temperature in the country 33 degrees

Celsius was in Comilla and Bogra while the lowest 22.5 degrees
Celstus was reported from Rangamati.

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 5.52 pm and rises tomorrow

[Sunday) at 5.48 am

in world -

CHANCE OF A

LIFETIME!

SINGAPORE
AIRLINES

Earn a free Singapore Airlines return
ticket to New York.

Answer correctly on a separate sheet of paper the following questions
on the TV Commercials shown in the L.A. Law episode last night
and write the most convincing reply to the last question. And you
may win your way to the most favoured destination in the east.

¢ What is the name of the business class in Singapore

Airlines?

¢ Name the city in America that is shown in the ad.
¢ Name the days Singapore Airlines operates its flight to

Dhaka.

¢ Write in not more than 12 words what you like about
Singapore Airlines.

Prizes: Two SIA tickets will be awarded, one for each competition
to be held in July & September, 1993.

Rules:

1. A competitor cannot entér mone than oncea, N one Mmonth

2 immediate family members of SIA, ther ad agency and fravel agent employees and children
Delow the age of 16 years are NOt elgible 10 enter ths competition

3. Closing date of entry for September is 10 October. 1993

Winner will be notified by post.

Sengapoare Aurlines reserves irrefutable night 1o choose the
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This promotion is for Dhaka only — till stock of
coupons last

Tabani Beverage Company Ltd.
{An emerprise of Bangtadesh Freedom Fighters Weltare Trust)
474. Zoo Road. Mirpur, Dhaka. Phone . 801678, 383001

COCA-COLA, COKE AND SPRITE ARE THE REGISTERED
TRADE MARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY




