By Staff Correspondent
The opposition Awami Leag-

ue yesterday staged a brief
walkout in t in pro-
test against the of a
bill to repeal the recently
promulgated Anti-Terrorism
Act.

AL MP A K M Jahangir
Hossain tabled the bill on

4

:

o

No plan to sell
gas field, JS told

Energy and Mineral Reso
urces Minister Dr Khondaker
Mosharraf Hossain informed
Parliament yesterday that the

nt has no plan to sell
any gas [ield to private

entreprencurs, reports UNB.
Replying to a supplementary

dum juuum:: “gti;t !l;l:t

ernment will encourage private
companies to join the explo-
ration of gas fickds in the coun-
try alongside government ini-
tiatives,

At present, there are 17 gas

ficlds in the country. Six of

them are now in production.

Victoria College

extends closure

COMILLA, Sept 23: The au-
thorities of the Comilla Victoria
Collage have extended the clo-
sure of the college up to
September 30 apprehending
further violence on the campus,
reports UNB.

College sources said the de-
cision was Laken as the tension
was mounting on the campus
following the recent bloody
clashes in different educational
institutions of the country, in-
cluding Rajshahi University.

, the college was de
clared closed till September 19
following clashes between the
rival student groups on Septem-
ber 9.

people were arrested but only
340 of them were found to be
guilty. }
mostly belonging to the oppo-
sition political parties, were
hamssed, he added.

He also said that 928 cases
were lodged under the law,

Opposing the claim by the
Home Minister that incidence
ol viclence had declined after

promulgation of the law,
J said “Just count how
many we passed in this

scssion for discussions on vio-
lence.”

The AL MP said that it is a
‘black law’ which contradicts
the constitutional provision of
fundamental rights.

Giving a long list of violent
incidents, the AL MP safd
*This black law should not ex-

t an e
. Th{w“ Minister refuted
Jahangir's contentions and
said “The ‘law was never
abused to suppress the opposi-

tion su rters.”
Minister assured

that if the situation im

the law would not be ex-
tended after its original valid-
ity of two :

He the people heaved a
sigh of relief after promuliga-
tion of the law as their lives
and property were protected

it.

% When Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Al was about to put the
bill to a vote, Acling
Opposition Leader Abdus
Samad Azad said that they are
walking oul lo protest the re-
jection of the bill.

They returned after five
minutes when the Depuly
Leader of the House Professor
Badruddoza Chowdhury was
advising the Speaker to ad-
journ the House for their re-

turn since it was a privale

members' day.
Gear up economic
programmes, Saifur

urges C'wealth

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman wurged wupon the
.Commonwealth to strengthen
its economic p s to
face the challenge posed by an
uncertain and in hospitable
global economic and political

UNB.

o a re-
ceived in Dhaka yesterday
Saifur Rahman was addressing
the annual Commonwealth
Finance Ministers' Conference
in the Balhamas capital of
Nassau on Wednesday. It was
attended by the Finance
Ministers of 50 Common-
wealth member countries.

day conference was formally
opened by Prime Minister of
Bahamas Hubert Igraham. The
opening session was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Minister of Planning ol the
Bahamas, the Secrelary
General of the Commonwealth
and the Bangladesh Finance
Minister.

The major theme of this
year's conference was "Mana-
ging the Transition to a
Market -Ortented Economy and
World Economic Situation.”

The Finance Minister will
2o 1o Washington DC from the
I3ahamas o attend the annual
Waorld Bank -IMF meeting 1o

day

@

Urgent power
suspension

As power will be suspended from 8 a.m. to
4 pm. at Maniknagar Grid Substation
Bangabhaban Circuit-1 due to urgent
maintenance work to be carried out by Gnd
Maintenance Divn.,
power will be suspended at Purana Paltan,
Motijheel Coloney, Arambagh, Motijheel
C.A.(partly), Fakirapool, Naya-Paltan,
Abhoy Das Lane, R.K. Mission Road,
Gopibagh, South Kamalapur through
alternate arrangement. Power may remain
suspended at the abovementioned areas if
any fault occurs in the alternate power
distribution system at the abovementioned
time. The valued consumers are informed
through this notification.

Executive Engineer

Dhaka South, PDB,

Opts. & Maints. Division
Kamalapur,
DESA

-

Rutskoi forces plan attack
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all other property passes under
the management of the
Presidential administration’,
said the decree.

Yeltsin later announced to-
day that presidential elections
would be held next June 12,
exactly three years after he was
elected to the post.

In a decree, a copy
was received by AFP, Yeltsin
proposed thal federal as-
sembly to emerge from the snap
general election he called for
December 1] and 12 adopt a
law on presidential elections
before February.

Yeltsin, who became
Russia's first democratically-

of which

MOSCOW, Sept 23: Russian
deputies opened an emer-
gency session of the Congress
of People's Deputies here to-
day aimed at impeaching
Yeltsin. The session began at

10:10 pm (1810 GMT), reports

AFP

clected President in 1991, ac-
cepted to cut short his tenure
by two years.
He also indicated that he
would stand for a third term.

Meanwhile, nrlhnl:nt Vice-
Speaker Nikolai Ryabov re-

signed today to protest what he
called “the strategy of con-

leadership.”

“The only (viable) issue is a
new legislattve body through
elections and holding presiden-

lijamen committee on de-
fence security, General
Sergei Stepashin, said today he
was resigning citing serious

| disagreements among the Jead-

ers of the dissolved legislature.
‘It's agony,’ [tar-Tass news
agency guoted Stepashin as
saying, describing a full meeting
today of the parliament’s gov-
erning Presidium, chaired by
Speaker Ruslan Khasbulatov.
Stepashin was the first se-
nior official in the camp of the
parliament, dissolved Tuesday
by Yeltsin, to disclose splits
among the parllament’s lcader-

i

- -

Two Pro-Communist su

pporters Wednesday

- O

tying a Soviet

flag onto a statue that stands next to the Russian
Parliament in Moscow. Pro-Communist supporters camped
the night and most of the day outside the building after

Boris Yeltsin dissolved Parliament.

ship.

Khasbulatov today publicly
raiscd for the [irst time the
possibility of the legislature’s

defeat in its political struggle
with Yeltsin.

“Let us assume that the
Supreme Soviet and the consti-
tutional court are defeated and
the ex-president (Yeltsin) tri-
umphs,” a sombre Khasbulatov
told parliament. *Nothing will
change. It ts already impossible
to reverse what has been done
by the ex-president.”

“The country is covered in

— AFP photo

shame. Its prestige is zcro
whether the parliament stays or
goes. This coup d’'etat must be
put down,” he said.

Hard-liners in parliament
ordered Yeltsin to ‘surrender to
legitimate authoritics or leave
the country’ and announced
presidential elections within
three months, asserting Yeltsin
had no authority to order an
election. Lawmakers said par-
liamentary elections could fol-
low the election of a new presi-
dent.
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JS debates
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tional-level elections under a
care-taker government.

Nizami, while making his
query, told the House that the
last parliamentary polls were
neutral because those had been
conducted by a care-taker gov-
ernment. -
be held under a care-taker

| government for the sake of in-

stitutionalising democracy,
especially when allegations of a
manipulation against the gov-
ernment had been raised,”
Nizami observed.

Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda took the floor
at this point to protest Nizami's
observations and that
the political situation in 1991
could not be compared with
that of the present.

Refuting nll::dﬂonn that the
government r}'g:d any
clections, the Information
Minister said If 't were s0 the
ruling would not have
gracefully embraced defeat in
by-elections held during the
past three years.

Tofael Ahmed of the Awami
League (AL), rising on a point of
order, protested the Information
Minister's observation about the
holding of [air elections

under the BNP government and
claimed that the Mirpur by-
election had been rigged by the
ruling party.

Mizan Chowdhury, referring
io some recend incidents in the
northern districts, alleged that
the government had imposed
Section 144 o t the hold-
ing of his party’s scheduled ral-

polls under

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, while replying to
the JP leader's allegation, told
the House that Mizan Chowd-
hury's constituents were not
interested in listening to him for
his party’s autocratic role in the
past and the local people had
staged a demonstration
the JP. “The district adminis-
tration was compelled to impose
Section 144 to maintain order
and save the leader from the
public’'s wrath,” the minister
added. The JP |eader, however,
rejected the minister's version
and termed it untrue.

Fazlur Rahman Patal, State
Minister for Social Wellare,
stood to protest Tofael's allega-
tion of election rigging by the

nt

Clearly hinting at the AL,
the minister said it was a politi-
cal disease of a certain section
who always accused the gov-
ernment of ng elections.
"But when we an election,
this particular party never
comes forward with apprecia-
tion of the government's neu-
trality,” Fazlur Rahman ob-
served. He added that the party
should rid itsell of the disease
for the sake of :

Shetkh Sclim of the Awami
League took the [loor at this
point to allege that the BNP had
obstructed an AL rally at
Shibchar. The AL MP also told
the House: “The BNP would not
be able to secure votes of even
30 per cent of the people {f the
next parliamentary polls are
held impartially.”

Barrister Salam Talukder,

care-taker govt

the Minister for Local Govern-
ment and Rural Development
(LGRD) who also visited the
Shibchar area at the time, stood
up to inform the House that
rather it was the AL which
broke the ruling rty's
platform for a pre uled
Mﬂudﬁm palls 4

Referring to Sheikh Selim’s
observation about the BNFP's
prospects in the next elections,
the LGRD Minister said, “The
party (AL] has a tendency to
make such K:u!!d.bm.'

"Before last elections this
very party had predicted that
the BNP would not get more
than 10 seats in ParHament!”
the minister said, adding:
"However, the people were not
inflluenced by such predic-
tions.”

Law Minister Mirza Golam
llafiz, however, informed Jam-
aat leader Nizami that his bill,
seecking elections under a
carclaker government, was
awaiting required approval of
the President before being in-
troduced in Parliament.

The House was adjourned till
4:30 pm Sunday.

3 soccer fans

hurt at stadium
By DMCH Correspondent

Three soccer fans were
wounded in sporadic incidgnts
during yesterday's Premier
League football match at the
Dhaka Stadium,

All the three injured were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College ospital (DMCH).

Abahani's coup de grace
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mmedans 2-1 in the last match
of the first phase of this year's
Premier league. Yesterday
Abahani won the 50th clash be-
tween the two teams to finish
the year on a 2-1 record.

Camuraderie among the
players oflen clouded by petty
club inlerests was reflected
prior to yesterday's match when
Abul Hossain, Mohammedan's
long serving national player,

| called it a day amidst warm

valedictory gestures from the
ficld as well f[rom the stands.
Within minutes of the kick-
olf heavy showers came down
which formed a symbolic pre
lude for Mohammedan's even-
tual disaster in league with a
6th minute Abahani goal.
Mohammedan's Russian de-
fender Roman Sapkin's final,
abortive charge on the left side
of the box allowed compalriot
but rival Sudarikov o floal a
ball across the goalmouth and
Abahani skipper Rumi made
Lhe most of the collective immo-
bility of Shamim and custodian
Kanan with a well-connected
header that sent the ball into
the net amid the cheers of
Abahani supporiers
Mohammedans hit back
three minutes later when
striker Oleg Jivoinikov latched
on 1o a beautiful through by
Saiful Bari Thu to find the net
with a first -time placement past
onrushing Mohsin, the

Abahani custodtan {1-1).

Mohsin came o Abahani's
rescue when Lhe game resumed
alter a break due 10 the fixing of
the chalk marking on the lines
when he saved a powerful frec-
kick by Aslam in the second at-
tlempl.

Abahani shot into the lead
once again when a bad lapse by
Roman again saw Lhe in form
Mamun Joarder in the posses
sion of the ball and the speedy
winger swivelled around in a
Nash Lo beat Kanan with a
powerful shot in the 34th
minute of the maich 2-1.

Mohammedans went all out
for an equaliser in the second
hall, leaving gaping holes in the
defence, and Abahani further
consolidated their position [rom
a counter attack.

A faulty header by Moham:
medan stalwart Katsar | lamid
gave Golam Gaus latitude on
the left side and the dapper,
dark winger cut in a little and
then unleashed a powerful shot
from just outside the box that
left Kanan completely stunned
in the 17th minute (3-1).

Dazed by the spectacular set
back, Mohammedans took some
time o make things hum again
and although they did get a goal
it came a bil too late [or a draw
Five minutes before the final
whistle Kaisar Hamid tip-toed to
head home a skilfully taken fee
kick skipper Rumman Bin:
Wall (3-2)

Malaysian referee Nik Ahmed
gave marching orders 1o
Mohammedan's [Russian mid-
liclder Taguive Mourat for
reacting rather indecently to a
foul committed by Abahani's
Masud Rana

Oul of a total 50 encounters
this wis the 35th league match
between Mohammedans and
Abahan!. Mohammedans have
won |3 while Abahani, with
yesterday's win, took their tally
of wins o ten. with |2 matches
ending in draws

Mohammedans emerged
champions with 30 points,
Abahani finished runners-up
with 29 while Brothers Unton
beeame third with 23 points on
completion of all their league
naiches.

Yellow cards: Alamgir,
Sudarikovy and Mamun Joarder
ol Abahani KC, and Arman of
Mohammedans cautioned with -
vellow cards

TEAMS

ABAHAN] KC: Mohsin, Al
amngir, Munna, Rehan (Swapan),
Masud Hana Georgl, Dozmarov,
Sudarikov, Rumi, Gaus and
Mamun.

MOHAMMEDAN 8C: Kanan,
Shamim (Peter), Roman, Kalser,
[3arun, Titu, Arman (Nakib),
Shabbir. Mourat, Jivotnikov
and Aslam

Referee: Nik Ahmed (Mala-

ysba).
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Memo on racial
strife in London
handed to

British envoy

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Sylhet Divi-
ston Movement called upon
British Prime Minister John
Major to take steps for saving
the life and property of the
Bangladeshi community living
in East London.

A three-member delegation
of the body Thursday submitted
a memorandum to the British
High Commission in Dhaka ex-
pressing their concerns over the

recent racial wviolence in
England.
When some 100 people be-

longing to the Sylhet Division
Movement tried to proceed to-
wards the British High
Commission al the Baridhara
diplomatic enclave in Dhaka in
a convoy of several vehicles at
about 12:30 pm. The fon
was halted by police at Badda.

Later, a three-member dele-
gation led by Advocate Abed
Raja was allowed to go to the
missien where they handed over
the memorandum to the First
Secretary of the British High
Commission.

The memorandum, ad-
dressed to the British Prime
Minister, resented racial at-
tacks on the Bangladeshi
community living in East
London and called for prompt
action for ensuring their se-
curity.

Earlier, the Sylhet Division
Movement activists also
demonstrated in front of the
Jatiya Press Club and in front
of the Foreign Office, protesting
against ‘the government's si-
lence’ regarding the attacks in
recent weeks on Bangladeshis
Hving in Britain.

Sylhet Division Move-
ment is a platfiorm of the people
hailing from greater Sylhet. It
has been for a
separate administrative divi-
sion in the country's north-
eastern region.

Leaders of the body said they
would demonstrate in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
on September 28 and would

hold a rally.

FBUTA
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ure to stop terrorism on the
campus which resulted in the
deaths of three students,

The rally also slated
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda and Education Minister
Zamiruddin Sircar for making
‘fabricated and indecent’ accu-
gimagar University teachers.

The FBUTA also decided to
observe a three-day strike

from r 10
Talking to The Daily Star

over lelephone Profl Rahman
said, "So far we only have as-
surances, but no sign of any
posilive steps.”

Prof Rahman wamed that
all the universities would go on
an indefinite strike if the de-
mands were not met by

October 12.
UNE{I:E:Ia: University teach-

ers will stage a sit-in demon-
stration in front of the Prime
Minister's office on October 5
to press for arrest and trial of
those responsible for violence at
the Jahangimagar, Islamic and
Rajshahi universities.

Section 144
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yesterday due to imposition of
the Section 144.

The Jattya Party claimed it
had first convened a meeting
at the venue, at 4 pm yesterday
but the pro-BNP students also
announced a meeting at the
same venue and at the same
time.
Police also di a JP
procession heading towards
the venue in which 10 JP ac-
tivists were injured.

Petro Bangla : Saipem
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and damage’ arising out of such
blacklisting.

The legal advisers also
warned that further complica-
tions may arise in case of future
international competitive bids
for awards in respect of projects
financed by the Inmlh.—rﬁ

ncies, especially the Wo
??ﬂ:'lk and tﬁ Asian Develo-
pment Bank.

They said Saipem, as an in-
ternational bidder, may raise in
such case the objection con-
tending that its exclusion from
participation is "unjustified.’

The Itallan firm’'s strong
point could be that since the
grounds on which the blacklist-
ing has been affected are mat-
ters of a pending arbitration
and have not yet been finally
decided against it.

The 47 .63 million US dollars
North-South Pipeline Project
contract was signed between
the Petro Bangla and Saipem on
February 2, 1990. 11 was sup-
posed 0 be completed in one
dry season, but the work stag-
gered and Saipem demanded an
additional 21 million dollars for
completion of the work.
However, a commitlee of
Petro Bangla, afller negotiations,
brought down the cost ol ex-
tending the time for completion
of work 10 14 millon dollars. Of
this sum, 10 milllon dollars had
already boen paid Lo Saipem.
Bul Saipcm went for arbi
tration since Lhe government
suspended payment of the rest

four million dollars.

2 killed as truck rams
car in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 23: A truck rammed a

car on the

Chittagong- Dhaka highway near Tarial in Sitakunda
thana today, kiﬂjnngmpkmdmmm”m
ers. Witnesses said the Dhaka-bound truck on the
Chittagong-bound private car at about 11 am, caving two dead

on the spot, reports UNB.

Strike paralyses Kashmir/

NEW DELHI, Sept 23: Kashmir was paralysed
protest the destruction of a 260-year-old
in a fire, as Indian security forces killed 10 Muslim
the state, police said. Life came to a halt in the Kash

strike called to

including its summer capital

' by a

mir -

down sponsored by the carctakers of the shrine, the Press Trust
of India (PT1) reported. The mosque bufld by Afghans in Srinagar
had “a unique architecture,” the news agency said. The blaze
broke out on Tuesday night and gutted the mosque, PT] said,

reports AFP.

India supports Yeltsin

NEW DELHI, Sept 23: India today

extended full suppont to

Russian President Boris Yeltsin in his standofl with the conser-

vative

t. The Press Trust of India quoted a government

spokesman as saying though Russia’s problems were

‘essentially internal, they do tend to impinge on interpational
relations and positive orientation towards pluralist democracies

in the world,” reports Reuter.

Gross
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At the wood workshop,
welder Aminul Haq told the
minister that a wood cutter
machine was purchased at a

of Tk 45,000 in 1986-90
instead of the market price of
less than Tk 10,000.

Although the machine was
made in h, thé con-
cerned officials had shown it as
an Italian one, he said.

, he said a magnetic
starter been al an
exorbitant rate of Tk 80,000 in
place of Tk 8,000.

Barrister Rafiq instructed
seizure of the official documents
and constituted an enquiry
committee headed by the

Jamuna Bridge
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The decision on the only un-
resolved issue — the resettle-
ment plan for the people af-
fected by the — would
be taken by the government by
October 15, the offictals said,
adding that two consultants
have already been appointed to
help the Jamuna Bridge
Authority prepare the resettle-
ment plan.The World Bank op-
the resettlement plan
since it felt the compensation
would not be adequate for re-
habilitation of the aflected peo-

ple.

The meeting agreed
sith the constriction schedule
of the project as well as the
schedule for appointing consul-
tants, concerned sources said
and added that the shares of
credit of each co-financiers for
the 690 million US dollar pro-
ject was also fixed at 191 mil-
lion dollars.

The Jamuna Bridge, which
will connect the eastern and
western parts of the country,
would be 4.8 kilometres long
and 8.5 metres wide. Initially it
would have four road lanes with
foundation to carry a melre
gauge railway in future. [t
would also have provisions for
setting up electrical intercon-
nector, gas pipeline and tele-
communication equipment.

Chokoria College

closed sine die

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 23:
Chokoria Degree College was
closed today for an indefinite
a clash between

period
the Islami Chhatra Shibir and
the All-Party Student Unity, re-

Govi may update
copyright ordn

The government is actively
considering 1o update the exisi-

ing copyright ordinance by nec-
essary amendmenl, reports

UH‘P"H: proposal envisages the
increase in the extent of pun-

' t_:gl'ﬁfnl for the piracy in copy-

irregularities

Additional Chief Engineer o
submit a report within three

‘{':Mm.hndl;;
rec Works Secretary

Abdur Rashid to suspend Sub-
Assistant Enginecer Shamsul

Alam for his misconduct.
He said he had constituted a

six-merr ber enquiry commitiee
to identiy instances ol frregu-
larities 11 the PWD headed by
the Add tional Chiel Engineer
on July 30, 1992 and the com-
mittee i1 its report observed
that more than Taka 100 crore

ol a :ghmm&'ﬁ' lgl crﬁ

at varicis stores and work-
shops of the department during
1989-90.

The Additional Chief
Engineer, in the report, said the
commitiee found that the
equipment and materials had
not always been procured in the
interesis of the organisation
and ofien the utility of those
materizls were not even con-
sidered

Some corrupt officials had
even purchased a malerial
worth Tk 10 for Tk 1,000 just to
misappropriate public resources
by usirg fake allocation letiers
of the Winistry of Finance, the

sedd.

It sairl there were 123 vehi-
cles al 1a¢ maintenance divi-
sion which incur an expendi-
ture [salary and wages) of Tk 80
lakh am¢d mmintenance cost of
Tk 24 c¢rore while their income
was less than Tk 27 lakh per
annum.

Despite the fact that the
number ol wvehicles had de-
clined, ithe maintenance cost
had been contin increas-
ing, the Additional Chiefl
Engineer in his report said.

He said a bulldozer was re-

in 1989-90 al a cost of
Tk 48 lukh while the income
from that bulldozer was only Tk
2.3 lakh.

‘Nusrat Bhutto
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[3hutto here said the ap
was being communicated to

him in Damascus. "Once he
hears his mother's appeal, |

am sure he will respond, espe-
cially since she has been cam-

paigning for him,” the
spokesman said.

|le sald Nusrat Bhutto's de-
cision was taken alter party
loyalists in Sindh asked her to
intervene in the rift between
Muriaza and his sister Benazir

Tripura team
leaves CHT

By Sgaff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 23: The
24-member refugre delegation
which arrived in the Chitlagong
Hill Tract [CHT) on September
19 from Tripura state of India,
has rctarned today. official
sources said.

current one.
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DESA'S URGENT
NOTIFICATION

Have you paid all arrear
Electricity Bills?

If not, please pay all the bills
tomorrow along with the

Please pay your bills within
specified period to avoid
interest.

Please refrain from any kind
of illegal use of Electricity.

Dhaka Electric
Supply Authority

G-1253



