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report on the sickening spdctacie of the
return the body of Ferdinand Marcos,
presented in Honoluhu for three and a hall

years after his death in exile,

ropriate headline:

hm-l'lurtthll L an a
: e ulish fuss

do not need Lhis

feature, probably originally m&;ﬂd ‘z

a Manila newspaper but lifted by a

ddb.hhymdunurnmh.mufhﬂ-immm
editors in the Philippines, who. like so many

other journalists in his cou were thrown out
of Mﬁ:_‘l-l . with their ;ulrghc-unns closed,
during the dictatorship ol Marcos. Doronila

found sanctuary in Australia, a good job and

joined other exiles in the intemational campaign
against the Marcos rule. Others were less hucky
While a few m?““ﬂﬂ* some went under:
ground or just adopted a profile, disassociat-
'ing themselves from all media activities. The
vacuum was partly filled by a couple of weeklies,
brought out by exceptionally brave young jour
nalists and by the veritas a privately -owned
Christian radio station which, among others,
employed some Bangladeshis for jts Bangla ser-
vice. Equipped with powerful shortwave trans-
mitters, the station had an Asia-wide reach. It
received well-deserved letters ol appreciation
from listeners in Bangladesh.

Even the most tragic sftuation has some
comic sides. And so ft was with the dictatorship
of Marcos. One of the best-known journalists,
more pungent in his writing than Doronila, who
was promptly put in jail by Marcos soon alter he
had imposed martial law in' the country was
Louts Beltran. While this journalist was lan-
guishing in a Manila prison, another Louls
Beltran, an internationally-known media
specialist from Bolivia came into Manila to
attend a seminar. No one stopped him as he
entered the country. A week later, as he was at
the airport to board & MMght for Bolivia, the

tion up to the possibility that one

of the worst foes of the Prestdent had escaped
ﬁmﬂluﬂﬂthifmrdphtﬂponmh:ndlng
for the West. While the plai. was delayed for
two hours: an intensihve probe went on.

. someone actually went to the jail to

make sure that the ‘real’ Louis Beltran was still

| heard it all about five ycars later from

T was hardly a professional achievement for

a visiting journalist o get an exclusive inte-

rview with Ferd Marcos or even to be
fnvited to lunch at the Malacanang, the
sprawling riverside presidential palace. He
carried out his own imagc-building execrcise.
When he needed any help, he got it from his
wife, Imelda who was of course also concerned
about her own ic standing, as a possible
successor of her husband as the president of the

mﬂ'ﬂmm. it llmpll little ir-
relevant to recall any part of the conversation
from the three interviews and a number of
shorter ones | with Marcos over a period of
nearly two decades. During this time, | became
older

t about the three major
they took place at differen

and (ts
unceremonious burial in his home province of

stages of the political carcer of Marcos.

The first onc was in the lale sixiles when,
aflter a pretty successful first term, he had
started on his new term in office. The second in-
terview came a few months afier he had put the
country under Martial Law in Sept 1972. In the
third — and fhal — one was in the lale seven-
ties, when the stage was virtually set for the na-
tonal election and the exit of Marces from the
Ph in 1986.

first interview reflected a kind of lingering
vision of the democratic future of the Philippines
articulaied by President Marcos, forcefully and
effectively, detafling the socio-economic reforms
he planned to carry out during what he called
his final term in office. For an outsider. it was
difficult to guess what he was going to do next,
which was the imposition of an authoritarian

stem on the archipelago.

ot In the second Interview when he had emerged
as a dictator, Marcos was anxious to justify the
qualitative change of his regime to the oulside
world, using the forcign press as a channel of
communication. Much smarter than other dicta-
tors we have known in this region, including
Ayub Khan, Marcos gave his new administration
a label. He called it The New Society and pub-
lished books on this phony conecpt, ghost-writ-
ten by some of the best wrilerg in the country.
He found a new target for his persistent attacks,
the oligarchies, as he called them. the heads of
big corporations in the private sector which
owned virtually all that kept the country on the
move, [rom power and tclephone system to pro-
duction and marketing of food products and soft
frinks and beer, from banks and insurance com-
panies to both print media and several television
stations. These corporations gave the country a
strong base in the private sector and a boost for
the market economy. thus making the
Philippines something of a model for other coun-
triesin the South East Asian region in economic
planning. But all kinds of irregularities, rampant
corruption and lack of concern for consumers
practised by these corporations gave all the pop-
ular reasons to Marcos to go them, throw them
out of business, but then fill the vacuum with
his people. So, “[ﬁhaw term enter the polit-
ical dictionary of Philippines: cronyism. But
with no accountability to anyone, except to
Ferdinand and Imeldas Marcos, the new
*oligarchs™ plundered the country, turning a
number of profitable concerns into sick ailing
ones. The so-called market economy turned

¢
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Incidentally, cronyism must be known B
other names in different countries. What s

we call it in sh? The nearest Bangla

pression | can think of is chamchaism.

In the third interview, Marcos was defensive,
tired and men exhausted. He was

then said to be taking all of pills, espe-

cially before meeting any visitor, to keep up a

%

superficial show of co nce. But it did not
work all that well. He probably knew that his so-
called reform had To

process had virtually
me, he seemed a pathetic figure, still unable to
come to terms with the realities.

In some ways, he was very much like Ayub

Khan of 1968 and today’s Mobuto Sciko of Zaire
who may well be the next African leader 1o get

overthrown; hopefully, before his once aflluent

This reference to Zaire reminds me what an
Alfrican friend once said aboul continuing detert-
oration in the administrative ability of dictators
wh:n&qr:nuh:inpnm:rhngrrth-n-ﬁrw
years, even within their own narrow [ramework
of references. Now, corruption, inefficiency and
bureaucratic bunglings have started eating into
every dictatorship. Generally speaking, this was
not so with the early dictatorial rule in many de-
veloping countries.

In somx: ways, the same s truc with military
coups. One by gencrals |s overthrown by a group
of mid-level army officers who, in turn, may be
obliged to hand over to uneducated non-com-
missioned sergeants or corporals. Herein lies the
tragedy — and agony — of Liberia. In the pro-
cess. as in the African state, nothing much fis left
of what you may r:nll an ﬂi’ﬂ"ll.-ll"lllll'ﬂ“ﬂﬂ

{ATEVER he did in his five-decade long

chequered career, he did it in his inimi-

table style, with tolal commitment and a
spirit of innovation. While his achicvemnents werc
often very much his own, he sharced the fruits of
his work. in wide-ranging ficlds, with others,
teaching them what collective responsibility was

all about.
He fought for press [reedom in his home

country, Shri Lanka, but harassed by the then
Bandaranaik Government, resigned from the edi-
torship of a prestigious daily. and then won the
Magsaysay Award for Journalism in 1956.
Instead of devoting his time cxclusively to writing
books, which he did all his life but in his spare
time, he got involved in the training of journal-
ists as the head of the Kuala Lumpur-based
Asfan Programme of the International Press
Institute {IP1) when this writer first met him in
Lahore. Then, some ten years later, in 1968, he

joined two other Magsaysay winners, Amitabha

Chowdhury of India and Mochtar Lubis of
Indonesia in setting up the Manila-based Press
Foundation of Asia (PFA), devoled to journalism
training and bringing grassroots economic devel-
opment 1o the people through media. in achiev-
ing this objective, he helped in establishing na-
tional press institutes in India, Malaysia, South
Korea, Thailand and the Philippines. He came to
be referred 1o as the “newspaper doctor” for visit-
ing more than 200 newsrooms in Asta, giving
advice to editors.

Two major UN agencics, UNFPA and UNICEF,
where he successively held wop itions during
the two past two decades remember —
and honour — him as the piloneer in b ng the
gap between media and people-oriented devel-

opment, readable features produced In
different Au.-:::ﬂw including Bangla, and
English. "We still have a long way to go®, he
would say from time to time and keep ©
out the next of activities for PFA.

This was Varindra Tarzie Vittachi who died in
Oxford, England last Friday, at the age of 72, of
a ingering liver discasc.

To say that the demisc of this of Asian

journalism leaves a vacuum Lhat will be hard to

fill would be an under-stalement. Maybe, we
should just recognise the fact that, instead of
pvnns his time o writing what he once called
*my obsession” — he wrote a superb
column for Newsweek and edited that short-
Itved brilliant Hong Kong based regional Sunday
paper “The Asian” in 1970-73 — he opened
many doors for media development to others
who regarded him as thcir mentor. This writer is
just one of them.

It was both as my mentor and a “newspaper
doctor® that Vittachi looked through a copy of
The Daily Star which | distributed at a meeting
of the PFA Board of Directors and Trustees in
Bangkok in October 1991. While other directors
from eight countries, glanced through the paper
approvingly, Tarzie first complimented me on the
publication and then started marking the main
news pages. “No, my [riend.” he said firmly but
gently “you must go for tighter reporting and
editing, cutting down on whal we call protocol
coverage of t leaders.” | keep repeatl-
ing this advice to my colleagues al our regular
stafll meetings. If this paper has improved in last
one year, since | had my last meeting with
Vittachi in the Thai capiial, part of the credit
must indeed go to the newspaper “doctor”.

There remains so much to say even about
Vittachi's future plans, like bringing out a
magazine for SAARC, published from Dhaka;
about setting up a South Asian regional press
institutes, probably basced in Kathmandu; and
raising the gquality of the Depthnews services.
Then, right at the end when his liver allment

" could not dampen his spirit, his focus changed

from regional co-operation 1o international con-
cerns. Or maybe just merged. He worked

hard with a group of like-minded development

experts in establishing the Green Cross whose
inaugural was held in Kyoto last April.
Those of us who had the opportunity of attend-
ing it — the invitation to me was signed by
Vittachi — missed him at thc meeting. He could
nol just make the long trip.
Iiowmnitlnidﬂllhm this incredible,
lovable and dynamic man who refused to men-
tally succumb to his fatal iliness, pe until
the very end, which he talked about in con-
versation and writings, will be now carried out
by others in one form or another remains to be
scen. It will be a pity, indeed a shame, if they fall

by the wayside.

Vidyasagar: The Struggle for Freedom

SWARCHANDRA Vidyasa -
gar exhibited a broad
spectrum of concerns
and ylelded an equally broad
range of achievements. He
evoived a prose-style in Bengali :

which §s, till to date, taken as a tribute to Iswarchandra Vidyasagar in observan

model for further stylistic
ts. He wrote text-

books for the students which
still exhibit an uncI:_m-
- promising pertinence, as as
the ideals of effective learmning
are concerned, also
made significant educational

by Azfar Hussain

Iswarchandra Vidyasagar, the nineteenth-century
tember, 1820 and died on July 29,1891. The Daily Star takes this modest opportunity to pay
ce of his 173rd birth anniversary.

the movement towards hn::.u:;l
progress on the one

the feudal backwardness on
the other. Calcutta was bloom-
ing fast in both cultural and

Vidyasagar's interventions lies
in the fact that he could come
up with an nplpfopnnt: lan-
guage capable of enecapsulating
and the fssues men-

tioned above. In fact, the lan- commercial

prose-writer and reformer, was born on 26

was the first one to have got-
ten married to a widow.

Itis
ply instances ol Vidyasagar's
untrammeled struggle for
[reedom. But, the point,
meanwhile, has been made

language, and vice versa. And
such seizure certainly de-

mands creativity, courage, vi-

Vidyasagar exemplified with,

ties. But it o hat Madhusudan justly called,
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tant
and

close to
*Kol Hat® sahibs of the British Raj.
She was admitted Hllonurmnrd-mﬂlrhchﬂhr

on her gall bladder which had a good coliection of
stones. She was occu our VVIP room.

She was successlully operated upon and
demonstrated sixty gall siones she was harbouring te
demonstrate o her cyedrrhrduuﬂnﬂ::-m.

On the moming of discharge | Llass
vial filled with all her stones which could well be a subject for
future gossips!

She gave a satisfying smilc and presented me with a bunch
of Ane invitation cards of artstic design announcing the
marriage of her only daughtcr with an upcoming barrister of
the Calcutta High Court.

We were muchrhlcdmmu:hmﬂhn-ﬂ
thought that a dumpluous dinner musl

Dnﬂrﬂrhﬂhnimdru-dupmwm dhotis.
kurtas shiny shoes and proceeded to the venue of

located in an exclusive aristocrat locality of
Calcutta. From quite a distance we could hear the
HM&WK&'Mtlﬂ:hﬂnﬁlm
eoloured fabrics. sehnal maestro was playing from
on the gate. Huge limousins were disgorging the VIPs
and some were busy ushering them in.

| was rather nervous 1o enter through the
baboon attire. After lots of hesitations we entered
gate and sat down on a row of wooden chairs set
the entrance, The Mmumdb';‘aﬂm mmm!.
court where a forcign was unr’l

[!H.Iyl"ldlut nobody paid any allention to the of
waited for almost two hours, I-I.In{ Jltll'!'::m thl:
there were some paper packages "Magnolia -cream on
corner table. We crept 1o the lable and devoured a few cups of
that stufl. As {t was already geiting late we left the place In
utter desperation and walked almost like dazed persons. In
about an hour we reachcd Esplanade, where we entered a
south Indian eating housc and alc masala dosas to our hearts
mnttnLW:z:mﬁ.ﬂimHndmlﬁuwﬂ‘Mtﬂm
and started the hostel by tram.

Next morning our inquisitive colleagues gathered to hear
aboul the gala feast. | said, “It was the greatest of feasts in my
life and the dishes which were served were unique. There was &
special dish in which a small chicken was cooked inside the
tummy of a big one. All we did, we discarded the outer one and
ate the inner Chic ... ohl what a taste and flavour Il The

desserts were all English.”
who was then a

Years later the groom of that
court came to me professionally for a consultation. At

of him | remembered about our misfortune of the past and
like punching on his nosel

:
£
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to multi-'

clear: to seize power s lo seize

sion and direction which |’
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And I Realized It Was No One
But You

by Nurul Huq

Suddenly | saw and realized
?uumﬂuhr:lthltmnhngmum-lﬂe-

time. -
heart was full of joy,

s =

My eyes filled with tears but my
Ym“mmw.:idald.yc!;mmt
I gazed at you asked myself:
Is this the love I've waited for all my life?
And | realized it was no one but you.

| knew you were Ancient Love

Come to awaken me from a thousand years

You touched the rosebud of my heart.

It awakened and blossomed into a rose

And caught the sunbeams and danced in the wind
wild.

You turned and looked at me and set my heart

ol sleep.

And | changed into a shootling star.

reforms aiming at secular,
modern, integrated education
which even today provides
guidanoe and direction for
educationists and students
alike. His emphasis, charged
with an unyielding reformist
energy, on female
education was a remarkable
event in the nineteenth
century Bengali society,
characterized by the feudalist
mode of production and colo-
nialistic repression. In fact, his
concerns with women were
not only confined to imparting
education to them, but found

in such socio-polit-
ical and cultural as le-
galising widow-marriage and

One can certainly go on to
multiply the f.““ and
achievements of V :
but the truth is by m‘iy:\!ﬂ“?nrl:
Vidyasagar was a [reedom
fighter tn every sense of the
term. True, such a characteri-
zation of Vidyasagar is nothing
new, but the truth, so recog-
nized and characterized tradi-
, demands re-reading
in the light of the ethos of our
times. In other words, the
question is: who Is Vidyasagar
in our times?
~ Michael Madhusudan Dutta,
who could come close to
Vidyasagar and elicited a great
deal of su — both emo-
tional and — from him
had numerous occasions to
identify certain rare qualities
in Vid . Madhusudan's
ardent characterization of
Vidyasagar, exhibiting a kind of
passionate superlativism, as
"the greatest Bengall® is well-
known. One may argue that
Madhusudan's proximity to
Vidyasagar might colour the
s perce and im-
pressfons of the latter with a
certain amount of prejudiced

., but Madhusudan
nuuﬁ not miss the point which

lunuﬂu the ‘greatness’ of

1 It was Vid 5
unrelenting stru for (ree-
dom. In fact, the image of

struggle and freedom have

long dominated Vidyasagar
criticisms, implying that the
meaning of freedom needs to
be discovered again and again
in the works of V . His
works themselves indicate an
interesting textual problem in
the post-modernist sense:
works are there not to be fixed
and frozen, but to be cease-
lessly expanded, rediscovered
and accommodated, culturally,
socially and politically,
Rabindranath Tagore himaell

constitutes an iInteresting
of textuality here.
Indeed, Tagore took

Vidyasagar seriously. It was he
who discovered in Vidyasagar a
true freedom fighter, bent on
freeing the Bengali langua

from the prison-house of t

punditi or Sanskritized style,
and breaking the spell of the
stylistic hegemony of Fort
William College. Tagore dis-
criminatingly maintained that
Vidyasagar was the first gen-
uine prose-stylist who could
accommodate a new linguistic
space for new themes and new

el

problems, and could success-
fully move away [rom the se-
mantic, syntactic and gram-
matical inconsistencies of the
kind of prose used by his pre-
decessors. The fact that
Vidyasagar was a [reedom
fighter could draw significant
support from his unprece-
dented struggle lor language.
Yes, V had to find a
voice — and that too, was not
only a linguistic task, but 'an
explicitly political one in that
he had to dwell on new sub-

jects and fssues that would

certainly come Into conflicts
with the then colonial and feu-
dal politics and culture, a cul-
ture that was influenced by
shastra-dominated norms and
conventions. But what were
these. new subjects? They
were, first of all, widow-mar-
riage and women's emancipa-
tion. It is true that Raja
Rammohon and his famous
: Sava' raised these is-
sues enthusiastically prior to

Vidyasagar's programmes, but
the characteristic quality of

guage Vid created for was the Calcutta of the middle Banglad

acco ting anti-colonfal, class which was exhibiting mgr. mﬂ h:: struggle ﬁ::
anti-feudal and secular subjects  signs of upward mobility, cer- 01 soctal and political
llil:hﬂl'ﬂﬂw‘ " etc, mmtﬂlE'ﬂrlhcw.l' ﬁ‘mﬁm'l‘l}‘tt mm tI‘c
was the language of struggle, ized masses — the workers and ;.. .4 mood, milieu and
the of dialectics, dis-  the farmers spread of educa- o o onium, Iswarchandra

course and debate. fact, It
was Vidyasagar to he
credit of first engineering a
dialectical mode of discourse
could be attributed. Vidyasagar
clearly exposed the ho

of the punditi prose and
showed that such a

was not an effective weapon for
carrying forward a struggle for
[reedom. Vidyasagar main-
tained, "Those who are re-
sponsible for imparting educa-
tion should en the very

first aim té develop and en-

rich Bengali literature.” What
Vidyasagar actually meant by
this statement, with his overt
stress on the numerical signi-
fier ‘first’, was that the very
Bengali language should ‘be en-
crgized as the language of
establishing ‘rights’. Notice
also Vidyasagar's unambiguous
emphasis on the politicization
of language, meaning that lan-
guage should ceaselessly gen-

erate power; for, how can lan-
guage per se be a significant

part of the freedom movement
il this language falls to er-
ate power? Indeed,
Vidyasagar's most significant
accomplishment s nothing but

his language, a that is
energetic and ul, nndl
thus, political as well.

Vidyvasagar wrole as many as
27 books, and all of them,
starting [rom Basudeva Charita
down to Bhugalkhagal
Barnanam, bear the varying
proportions of stresses on the
politicization of language
which may be characterized in
the words of Frederie Jameson
as "the political works of cul-
lure.”

One should particularly no-
tice that Vidyasagar was insis-
tently involved in undertaking
his "political works of culture’
in an India which was not in-
dependent, in an Indfa which
was colonized. True, there was
certain ambivalence manifest
in the dynamics of society
marked by a lension between

_was dee

tion, secular and modern and
scientific, was a perceptible
phenomenon in the nine-
teenth century, but at the
same time colonial bureaucracy
its roots in the
political culture of India.
Confronted with such ambiva-
lent socio-cultural and political
realities, what Vidyasagar was
attempting to do was to estab-
lish, to use Gramsci's famous
phrase, ‘counter ideological

and cultural hegemony’
th ha the Be
laagubge Hacl and aiso pofiti-
cteing it.

Vidyasagar's well-known
work called ‘widow marriage’,
to take a singular example,

clearly attests to the of
the politicization of age.
It is here that V could

boldly argue in favour of widow
marriage against the shastra-
seized pundits, cxpocln? the
utter hollowness of a feudal
culture; exhibiting the ruthless
and inhuman marginalization
to which women have been
subject; breaking the spell of
an exploftative and au ta-
tive religious interpretation,
and fi . proving that lan-

itsell could foster a cul-
tural milieu facilitating the
struggle for freedom f[rom
darkness within and without.
Yes. Vidyasagar put his mmn-
sis on the freedom of both
within and without, meaning
that conscientization and so-
cial mobilization are both the
prerequisites for freedom.
Indeed, Vidyasagar indicated
clearly that the freedom of
language would lead to the
[reedom of thought and vice
versa, and all such freedom is
further suggestive of social and
cultural freedom which consti-
tuted his destination, of
which Vidy could reach
through making widow-mar-
riage a success. Yes, thousands
of people responded positively
lo the revolutionary project of
Vidyasagar, and his eldest son

Vidyasagar could certainly en-
ergize and stimulate both our

and praxis in a way that
Soad! retuve derlness’ fiom
within and without. If the 'sell’
itsell is a prison, the society,
too, is a and Vidyasagar
fought for the freedom of both
self and society. But, the strug-
gle for freedom is not a one-
off spurt of action, but a steady

flame of stimulation — this is
what Vidyasagar meant.

I rose over the C sea

And raced the clouds and the winds across the sky,
shot towards the serene moon
I realized it was no one but you.

came up to me, you took my hand
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myself:

it to your lips.
into my enthralled eyes, and | into yours.

Is this happiness, is this joy, is this love?
And 1 realized it was no one but you. 1

-
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Gandhian Sp

irit Alive in

South African Struggle

During a recent trip to South Africa,

Vandana Shiva found that the Gandhian
spirit to fight for justice and peace is
strong there, as progressives of all
colours work together towards a post-

apartheid society.

N Sepicmber 1992, Ple-

termaritzburg was the

location of an international
meeting to reflect on "'What 1t
mecans lo be green in South
Alrica’. The greening of South
Aflrica is a significant part of
puilding a post-apartheid soci-
ety, a socicty that does nol
determine access to social, po-
litical and economic participa-
tion on the basis of colour,

Exclusion on the basis of
race and colour created the
background for Gandhi's
politicisation and his experi:
ment with Salyagraha. Ninety-
nine years ago Gandhi was
thrown off the train al
Pietermaritzburg station be-
causec he was not while,

The introduction of the

Franchise Amendment Act
|1894 that disenlranchiscd

| Indians was the next assault on

Gandhi's sense of justice. It led
o the formation of the Natal
Indian Congress under his
lcadership.

In 1907, the Asiatic Law
Amendment Act, nicknamed
the '‘Black Act’, was introduced
which required all Indians to
register. The resistance to the
Black Act was the beginning of
the famous ‘Satyagraha’ cam-
paign inspired by Gandhi's
philosophy of non-violent re-
sistance. It was the first time
this type of mass struggle had
taken place in South Alrica and
it sowed the seeds for later
slru ;

For me, a trip to Soulh
Africa was like a pilgrimage for
justice, freedom and solidarity.
It brought out the many con-
nections between the struggle
for freedom in India and in
South Alrica, the mosl impor-

tant connection being Gandhi's
own life.

It'also brought out the simi-
laritics in our contexts and the
diffecrences. We share the
alicnation of resources and
disposscssion ol the original
inhabitants. We share a grow-
ing political culture of vio-

lence.
Apartheid,

Displacement and

'Homelands'

Displacement is the most
significant environmental {ssue

in India. It is also the most
significant green issue in
South Alrica.

In 1913, the South African
governmeni made a law - the
Land Act - which divided the
land between blacks and
whites. The law said that no
whites could own land in
African areas and no Alrican
could own land in whilc arcas.
The black areas called
‘homelands' or ‘bantustans’
formed less than 78% of the
land In South Africa.

Today 80% of South Alrica’s
population live on 20% of the

Continued on page | 1



