DHAKA THU

Brothers end
league in a
dismal fashion

Federation Cup champions
Brothers Union co their
Star Premier Division football
League engagements with a
tame goalless draw against
Muktijoddha Sa at the
floodlit Dhaka fum yester-
day, reports UNB.

Brothers Union, the third

of country’'s soccer arena
who have earlier confirmed the
third siot this season, plnl{;d “
dull match yesterday to finish

at 23 points alfter completing all

the 18 league ties.
in the other Premder Division

match, last year's number four-
ranked team Arambagh KS save
themselves from relegation
when they beat Wari Club 1-0
in thetr last match at the same
venue earlier in the afternoon.

Azad scored the all impor-
tant goal in the 60th minute by
a rebounder after a Sunny at-
tempt came his way hitting the
bar (1-0).

Later, Azad was given the
marching order for receiving
two yellow cards during the
match.

With this shocking defeat,
Wari Club face relegation with
Rahmatgani MFS and PWD SC,
all three securing 13 points but
PWD has a match in hand
against Agrani Bank. Arambagh
KS finished at 14 points.

In the Star First Division:-
league, Fakirerpool Youngmen's
Club maintained their solo lead
in the points table after a one-

all draw with Dhaka Wanderers®

Club at the Hockey Stadium.

Zahir put Wanderers Club
ahead in the 14th minule, So-
hel Masum scored the equaliser
for Fakirerpool in the 60th
minute.

Fakirerpool have earned 21
points while Wanderers Club

managed 17, plnrln‘ 16 ma-
tches each.

Bhutan to send a
small squad

Bhutan ‘will send a 14-
member contingent to the
sixth South Asian Federation
(SAF) Games tp be held in
Dhaka from December 20-27

According to a press rclease
of the organising commitiec of
Sixth SAF Games yeslerday,
Bhutan will participate only in
table tennis.

The team will comprise five
men and four women players
and five officials including one
WOTDan.

Kabaddi rcsulis

Sonall Bank Club trounced
Surjo Kamal Club 54-14 in the
only malch of the Metropolis
kabaddi league at the Ouler
Stadium hlhlddluﬂ courl yester-

, reports B.
d.y‘l‘h bankers’ earned [ive
lonas and led the first session
24-7.

Maniknagar Unnayan Sami-
ty will take on h Boys
Club while Jurain Janata Club
meet Sreejoni Sangsad today.

Army v'ball

COMILLA, Scpt 22: Dhaka
Infuntry defeated Anti-Alrcraft
Artillery 15-11, 15-12 and 15
10 in a round robin league
match on the second day of the
army volleyball championship
at tl. Comilla cantonment this
morning, re BSS.

In another match of the day,
Jessore Area beat Dhaka
Signals 155, 15 |1 and 154

On the opcning match of the
meet yesterday, hosts Comilla
Arca beat Savar Arca in straight

Games 2000 bid
live on BBC

HONG KONG, Sept 22: BDC
World Service Television on
STAR- TV will carry the
International Olympic
Commitiee [(IOC) decision on
the venue of the 2000 Olympic
Games, according to a Stlar v
news release.

The long-awajled annou:
eement will be seen live in a

jal World Service Tele
vision programme “Olympic
2000: Decision Day,” on
Friday, 24th Seplember at
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Australian Davis Cuppe

r Al CHANDIGARH,

Y India, . Sept 22:

After unexpec-

tedly taking India

into this weck’s

Davis Cup semi-

final, Ramesh Kr-
is-hnan and Leander Paes find
themselves at the opposite
ends of a career in tennis,
reports AFP,

Krishnan, 32, nicknamed
‘Surgeon’ for his precise ten-
nis touch, is contemplating a

| exit and slugger Paes,
20, searching for the elusive
career break through.

At this level of the game, it
is all coming to an end for
me,” Krishnan said, with his
knee in fcepack as the leam
prepared for Friday's start of
the semifinal against Australia.

“Al my age, there are always
problems here and there,
there are other priorities like
family. It is becoming more
and more tough to keep play-
ing on the circuit. Travel is not

After 15 years of tennis, a
bad back needs constant care,
the legs are heavy, the waist-
line expanding and he is both-
ered by niggling injuries.

His world ranking is at the
wrong side of 200 after peak-
ing at 23 in 1987 — the year in
which he took India into the
Davis Cup final where they lost
to Sweden.

Blit «non-playing skipper
Naresh Kumar says no oppo-
nent can take the quiet and
unassuming Krishnan lightly
even now.

*To beal Ramesh is like
making par on a goll course,’
he said. “His opponents have

to keep playing good shots.”

r Wally Masur takes a break during a
Chandigarh, two days ahead of
_can p_la:,r determining role in the outcome of the Aussie-India tie.

Krishnan, Paes not

At his peak, the five feet,
seven inches tall Krishnan was
a gifted shotmaker known for
his clegant court craft and
touch play.

The world junfor no. 1 in
1979, he remained in the top
100 for a decade until 1990.

Australian Wally Masur, the
world no. 186, is an admirer
remembering his defeal to
Krishnan in the 1987 Davis
Ctip semifinal.

*It was his touch, his an-
gles, they made him special.’
Masur said. "He used his head
a lot, always kept you ofl-bal-
ance and guessing, | don't
know whether he can still play
like that.” .

Krishnan shone in the
fourth et to beat Rodolphe
Gilbert in the decisive maich
of the quarter-final against
France. He credited the win
to destiny.

Krishnan won eight career
titles despite having one of the
slowest serves in the game.

John McEnroe was once
driven to desperation by
Krishnan's service. "By the
time it crawls across to you,
there isn't enough pace for
even a stroke,” he wept,

Now, as he says he is ready
to bid good-bye to tennis il pa-
triotic pressures do not inter:
vene, Krishnan does notl know
what he wants to do.

*Good question,” he said.
*Wish | could answer fit. |
guess | would like to stay in-
volved in tennis in some
ca ty or the other.”

Pacs, US and Wimbledon

junior champion in 1990. Who

loves to play the guitar ofl the
court, knows where he wants
to go — to the top.

................

......

practice session yesterday in

the Davis Cup semifinal against India. Heat and humidity

— AFP photo

so alik

“It s just a matter of time,’
he said. “If | keep working
hard, have patience, | know |
can do it, you can’t force
things to happen, you have to
wait.” Paes was instrumental in
the Davis Cyp quarter-final vic-
tory over France — he beat
Henri Leconte and Arnaud
Boetsch — and won the mantle
of miracle man.

In the US Open, he reached
the doubles semifinal with a
Canadian partner.

Wildcards in tournaments
in Toulouse and Marseilles
have followed.

Pacs and his father Veee, a
former Indian hockey Oly-
mpian. give Krishnan a lot of

th'hrEuMLh real supcr person,”
Paes said of Krishnan.

"We¢ have been good for
each other, | gyess. He has gol
a little pumped up because of
me and |1 a little less excitable

because of him.”
Krishnan took a break from

Davis Cup from 1988 until Paes
came along in 1990. A nor-
mally private person with few
words, he opened up to Paes,

who took to tennis after a knee
infjury ruled out a soccer ca-

reer al 12.

"One of the ways to mature
is that a senjor player imparts
his experience to a youngster,”
said.Paes's father, who played
hockey for India in the 1972
Munich Olympics,

“On his own, Leander can
be an excitable kid, Ramesh
has helped him mature.”

Paes's progress has been
unspectacular but steady,
ranked 195 now, he is looking
to break into the top 100 and
thinks he will hit his peak at

age 23.

r TOKYO, Sept 22
Tajiwan's number
one player Wang
Shi-Ting fought
ofl a tough three-
sel match against
American Robin

White here Wednesday to ad-
vance Lo the second round of
the 35,000 dollar Nichirel
women's lennis tournamendl,

reports AFP.

Fresh from her first profes-
sional victory in Hong Kong last
weekend to reach her career-
best of 20th in the world, the
19-year-old bascliner from
Tatwan, pulled off a 6-7 (5-7). 6
4, 6-3 win over Lhe aggressive
scrve- and- volleyer.

It earned her a second-
round meeting with Japan s top
player, third seceded Kimiko
Date, who also faced a tough

challenge to beat Karin
Kschwendt of Germany 6-4, 3-
1. 8-

"Actually, 1 beat her (Date)
twice before, but ii was long,
jong time ago when | played ju-
niors and we haven't played
since then,” said Wang,

"She is really well, she
almost advanced to semifi-

"1 was up 54 and serving to
win the first set, and she just
broke my serve to five-all. :
| had a double- fault in the tie-
break (at 1-1). It was a big mis-
take to have a double- fault in
the tie-break to lose the set.”
Wang said.

"1 changed my racket when'
was 3-4 down in the firsi set,
because it was to t, besides,
her ball was very and fast
and not easy to hit back. | was
fust Fm.:;f used to her ball in
the second set and hit a little
harder than in the first set.”

She increased the power in
her hard-hitting groundstrokes
to take early breaks in the fol-
lowing two sets and never

looked back, repeatedly forcing

ang on a winning trail

errors off the American, who
was once ranked 15th in the

world in 1987,

Eighth- seeded Julie llalard
of France safely went through,
although she had 1o come back
from behind to beat qualifier
Audra Keller of the United
States 2-6,6-1, 6-3.

Siwcady rain forced Lhe orga-
nizers o close the removable
roof at the Cehtre Court of the
Ariake Coliseum, postponing
other matches on the outside
courts,

Top Iwo sceds — Aranixa
Sanche-Vicario ol Spain and
Gabricla Sabalini ol Argentina
— were o make Lheir first

round appearances laler in the
day.

FIFA satisfied
at FFF action

- ZURICH, Switzerland, Scpl
22: World soccer’'s governing
body FIFA on Wednesday said it
was satisfied with the French
Soccer Federation's action
against Olympique Marseille
and pulled back [rom a threal
to bar France from interna-
tional soccer, reports AP.

“ 1t ts with satisfaction that
FIFA has taken note of the de-
cisions taken by the French
Football Federation,” FIFA said
in a statement,

French soccer officials
probing a payoll scandal carlier
Wednesday suspended three
Marseille players, barred
Marseille's ex-manager from
the sport and stripped the
team of their 1993 European
Champions Cup title.

“FIFA feels that these deci-
sions have preserved the cred-
ibility of French football as a
whole, and have thus settled a
matter which was of great
concern to the world football
federation,” the statement
said

Match-fixing
trio suspended

PARIS, Sept 22: Olympic

Marseille will be strip of
their fifth league title the
French Football Federation

(FFF) when it meets again

Wednesday over the club's al-

leged involvement in a match-

fixing scandal, an authoritative
, source said, reports AFP.

The source said the sanc-
tion, to be announced before
midday Wednesday at a press
conference at the arters
of the FFF, will be effecttve until
the court looking into the affair
gives its ruling.

Two Valenciennes players,
Christophe Robert and Jorge
Burruchaga, and Marseille
player Jean-Jacques Eydelie,
are to be suspended. The three
had told a judge that Marseille
general manager Jean-Plerre
Bernes had bribed the
Valenciennes players to throw a
crucial league match on May 20
last season. ; :

Marseille clinched their fifth
consecutive league title after
winning the match against
Valenciennes.

Marseille, who won Lhe
European League Cup, has
been banned from competing
for the cup this season over Lhe
scandal.

French football has also
been threatened by the world
governing body FIFA with a
worldwide ban if authorities did
not take sanctions against
Marseille before Thursday.

Netherlands
sink San Marino

SAN MARINO, Sept 22: The
Netherlands beal San Marino 3-
1 (half-time 0-0) in a European
Under-21 Soccer Championship
Group Two qualifier on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Scorers:

Netherlands: Mutsaers
(55th and 89th minutes], Van
Hoogdalem (84 th).

San Marino: Valentini (7th)

Attendance: 614.

STANDINGS

Standings (Tabulate under
played, won, drawn, lost, goals

for. goals against,
points.
Norway B 61 119 613
Poland 7 5 0 222 910
Turkey B 4 2 211 910
England 8 3 2 316 7 8
Netherlands 8 3 1| 41011 7
SanMarino 9 0 0 8 1 3 O |
' Nest Matches: October 12:

Netherlands v England: Poland
v Norway.

Norway nip
Poland

STAVANAGER, Norway,
Sept 22: Norway beat Poland
3-1 halftime (2-0) in European
Under-21 Soccer Champio-
nship Group Two qualifier on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Scorers:

Norway: Egil Oestenstad
(2nd minute), Prank Strandli

Destenstad (78th).

(B4th).
Attendance: 2,395.

Maradona game for new task

BUENOS AIRES,
Sept 22: The ro-
ller-coaster carcer
of Diego Mara-
dona takes ano-
ther lurch forward
next month when the one-time
world's greatest player makes
his debut for his latest club —
Newell's Old Boys of Rosario,
reports Reuter.

Maradona, 33, at the end of
about retiri a new
challenge mﬁ' mmceﬁl his eye
on a place in the national side.

"I'm losing sleep over this
debut,” said Maradona, who
signed for Newell's last week,
just a few days after Sevilla of
Spain, his previous club, said
they would block any moves by
any other club to sign him.

But a week of secret negotia-

tions between the Spanish and

Argentinian football associa-
tions and the two clubs, seems
to have resolved the situation
Maradona joined Sevilla at
the start of the 1992-83 season
after a controversial transfer
from Napoli in Italy.
He consistently underper-
formed for the club, appearing
t and missing a string
through injury.
Then he left Spain before his
contract was due to expire on
June 30. Sevilla are still refus-
ing to pay 1-1 million dollars,
still officially owing on his con-
tract.
But the EFE news agency
has reported that thl_:! Spanish

of

federation has guara-
ntees of three final transfer pay-
ments to Napoli.

Maradona has shed over 12

kgs (26 pound) in the last few

months and says his love for

the game has returned — even
though

said he was thinking of quitting.

e, Al :
DIEGO MARADONA
crushed 5-0 in Buenos Aires by
Colombia in a World Cup quali-
fier earlier this month, the
crowds chanted for Maradona's

return.

"As | watched from the
stands and heard the chants, |
was swept away all over again,”
said the man who led his nation
to victory in the 1986 World
Cup final against West Ger-
many.

Seven years later, Argentina
will only qualify for next year's
finals in the Untied Stales if

they beat Australia in a two-

at the end of June, he

legged playoff.
Maradona has not been in-

cluded in the squad for those
two vital internationals, but he

has not given up hope of a re-
turmn to the national team.

He says that if he
with his new team, a call from

!WM i:an.'h:-ﬂ
“Although physically I"'m
ready, first | have to prove | de-
serve 10 be part of the side.”

If Maradona should ever
for Argentina again, it
complete an comeback.

He hdedmmcfmmhmu-
lost
the 1990 World Cup final to
Weslt and was banned
from soccer for 15 months on
cocaine charges in 1991.

He resurrected his career at
Sevilla, but after less than a
season he fell out with the club
and possibly out of soccer for

P
will end in disap L, that
he won’'l be nbmu:'mhnd the
pressure of fan's expectations.
"Pelc’'s words deserve no

credit ...” said Maradona. "Only
time will tell.”

Kasparov in amazing form

LONDON, Sept
22: Reigning wor-
ld chess cham-
pion Garrli Kas-
parov was in
magisterial mood
after widening his already com-
manding lead over British cha-
llenger Nigel Short on Tuesday
by winning Game Seven of their
tittle match, reports Reuter.

Kasparov, 30, now leads the
24 game contest 5-1/2 to 1-1/2
with four wins and three draws.
He needs only a 12-12 Ue o re-
tain his crown.

The crowd in London's Savoy
Theatre erupted in applause
when Short, 28, resigned afier a
game which followed a familiar
pattern.

Kasparov played quietly in
the opening despite the advan-
tage of the while pieces, but
quickly baffled watching experts
who could not pinpoint where
Short's game began to slide
downhill. -

“Kasparov's best game of Lhe
match, what a massacre,” said
English Grandmaster Roymond
Keene.

Kasparov was persistently
asked aflterwards if the lopsided
score d the credibility of
the PCA (Professional Chess
Association), which he and
Short founded after world chess

body FIDE disqualified them in
a dispute over mailch condi-
tions.

Kasparov, a half-Jewish,
hall-Armenian Russian, could
not extend any sympathy to
those who might lose interest as

GARRI KASPARQV
the match showed every sign of
beconung a rout. _

"l ‘m playing a World Cham-
pfonship match and | have to
retain my title,” he said. 7l
wanled to win in crushing
fashion and ff it is not as close
as people wanted, ' m sorry, but
there is nothing | can do for
them.”

lie also had no patience lor
the suggestion of a reunification

We are playing the World
Championship maich, not a
charity matech. | will m the
legitimate challenger the
cycle. the PCA cycle we are or-
ganising, nol from some rival
organisation,” Kasparov said.

The champion promised to
reveal big news [rom the PCA
before the end of the match,

with corporaic spo that
would guarantee the vi of
ledgling organisation.

Kasparov was asked if he
had known that Princess Diana,
wife of heir to the throne Prince
Charics, had been a spectator
for the seventh game.

1 was told after the game. It
shows that there is a lot of pub-
lic interest, unfortunately, 1
paid loo much atitention lo the
game,” he smiled.

The Times ncwspaper is

sponsoring Lhe malch,
raised a purse ul"l’.’?‘lﬂlhn:
pounds (2.62 million US dollars)
with just over one million
pounds [(US dollar 1.5 million)
going to the winner.

The official FIDE World Cha-
miplonship resumes on Wednes-
day in Amsicrdam with Russian

Anatoly Karpov leading 5-4 aga-
inst Dutchman Jan Timman.

All nock to knock Beijing out

——

.%o

MONTE CARLO,
Manaco, Sept 22:
With: the crucial
vote just a day
_| away, the Sydney
and Manchester
delegations took aim Wed-
nesday at front-running Betfing
and touted their cities as safe,
stable venues for the 2,000
summer Olympics, reports AP.
Asked during a Manchester

| news briefing about China's

| VLTY

human rights record, British
Environment Minister John
Gummer said this was a topic
of legitimate concern for the
International Olympic
Committee in choosing a host
city,

“The real {ssue is whether it
is an incentive or a prize for
improving the treatment of
dissidents,” Gummer said. 71
am sure there will come a
time when Beljing will be a
suitable host for the
Olympic Games. 1 don't hap-
pen to think that it is the mo-

(27th). Efl | menl now.”
Po : Henryk Baluszynski |

He also suggested that
licijing lacked the stable atmo-
sphere that Manchester could
provide.

Sydncy and Manchester are

Istanbul, the other two candi-
dales, are viewed as longshots.
To win, a city mustl gain an
outright majority among lOC's
#9 voting members — the city
wilh the fcwest voles will be
climinated after each round in
which there is no clear win-
ner,

Prime Ministers Paul Kea-
ting of Australia and John
Major of Britain were due in
Monaco before Thursday's final
presentations to the 10C.
Turkish Prime Minisier Tansu
Ciller arrived Wednesday, in-
stalling hersell on huge yacht
in Monaco's porl.

Sydney has tried Lo depict
itsclf as the most stable and
reliable host, as well as the
candidate city preferred by

“ most athletes,

John Coales, president of
Australian Olympic Committee,
noled thal Australia had never
boyvotted an Olympics and was
onc ol only three countrics o
participale in every Summer
Games of the modern era.

"Ausiralia is a peaceful and
democratic society, free of ter-
rorism, intcrnal unrest and
ractal disunity,” he said.

The chairman ol Manch-

you ever have is a poll you pro-
duce at the last minute,”

Gummer said. "I | were in-
venting a figure, this is about
the figure | would invent.”

At a sporting club away
from the conference-center
news briefings, the 10C con-
tinued closed-door work on
various matters other than the
2,000 host city.

The 10C heard an upbeat
report Wednesday from orga-
nizers of the 1994 Winter
Games in Lillchammer, Nor-
way, who said they could start
competition immediately,
e for the lack of snow.

e organizers acknowl-
edged concern about
protests by environmentalists
regarding Norway's whaling

"We are taking this seri-
ously,” said Gerhard Helberg
president of the
committee. "We're ng

the necessary steps with the
authorities ... We hope it will
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