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Samaranch
slates US stance

MONTE CARLO, Sept 21:
Olympics chief Juan Antonio
Samaranch criticised American
politicians on Monday for op-
posing Befjing's bid to host
2000 Games, reports Reuter.

In an interview with the
French Daily Le Monde,
Samaranch said he was aware
of arguments in the US House
ol Representatives resolution
opposing the bid on human
rights grounds.

But he added: "We find it
difficult to understand why a
country, that has given China
Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
status to develop its trade
within asks us today not to
give it the Games.”

The House resolution came
after US President Bill Clinton
decided to renew China's MFN
trading status for another year
but said renewal in 1994 would
depend on p ss in the hu-
man rights field.

The row over China's rights
record has since deepened, with
a senior Chinese Olympic offi-
cial saying last week that
Chinese athletes could boycott
the 1996 Games in Atlanta f
Beijing lost Thursday's vote.
Chinese officials have since de-
nied the threat.

Samaranch told Le Monde:
"We respect everyone's point of
view. There are those who judge
that awarding the Games to
China would be a recognition ol
its regime and its lack of respect
for human rights.” '

"Others say that one should
look to the example of what
happened in Seoul in 1988. The
organisation of the Games
brought fantastic political and
economic ¢ for Korea. A

country that hosts the Games

must open (tselfl up for seven
years to all types of media and
all sorts of visitors.”

"It is difficult to predict all
the consequences.”

Featuring women'’s
soccer in Atlanta
Games hailed

WASHINGTON, Sept 21:
International Olympic Comm-
ittee approval of womens
football as a medal sport for the
1996 Atlanta Games was hailed
by the US interests that pushed
for the sport’s inclusion, reports
AFP, ;
*This announcement is an-
other great step for women's
soccer in the world,” US soccer
secretary general Hank
Steinbrecher said.

The US team won the first
women's FIFA Warld Women's
Champioaship in 1981 in
China. '

“Playing in the Olympics will
allow women's soccer to be ex-
posed 1o an entirely new audi-
ence,” said Linda Grant, Dire-
ctor of the sport's US devel-
opment committee. “To Ame-
ricans, the Olympics ring closer
to home than many other
international world champi-
onships.”

There are more than five
million female US soccer play-
ers. The most celebrated is
Michelle Akers-Stahl, the lead-
ing scorer for the triumphant
196 ] squad.

*| have always craved Lhe
opportunity to play in the
Olympics,” she said. “It is great
for women's soccer around the
world.”

Papal support for
Beijing bid
BEWING, Sept 21: A special
envoy during a visil o
E-h.tpzjn has L.rlwd Betjing's bid
for the 2000 Olympics, Xinhua
news agency sald Tuesday
quoting the Foreign Ministry,
s AFP.

Cardinal Roger Elchegaray
made the comment during the
opening ceremony for China's
National Games September 4,
the official news said.

Betjing broke relations with
the Vatican in 1957.

‘“*We are delighted 10 hear the
message and we appreciate” Lhe
comments by the French Card-
inal, who ended his official visit
recently, a ministry spokesman
was quoied as saying.

The International Olympic
Committee is due lo announce
the winning bid September 23
from among Beljing, Sydney,
Manchester, Berlin and Istan-
bul

Salt Lake City
named candidate
for 2002 Games

COLORADO SPRINGS, Col-
orado, Sept 21: Salt Lake City,
runner-up lor the 1998 Winter
Olympics, was olficially
nominated on Monday as a
candidate for the 2002 Games,
reports AFP.

Nagano will stage the 1998
event. Salt Lake City, selected
scveral months ago as the US
bid site, will have another
chanre when the [nternational
Olympic Commitice decides a
2002 host in June of 1995

"Salt Lalke City has demon-
strated tremendous community
support for its Olympic efiort,
as well as a solid commitment
toe the construction of winler
sports facilities,” US Olympic
Committee president Dr Leroy
Wallcer sadd.
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MONTE CARLO,

Sept 21: The

w Olympic move-

ment faces (ts

moment of truth

on ° Thursday

when it selects the host city for

the Millennium Games in the
year 2000, reports Reuter.

The Mandarins of the

International OJlympic

ot .

Members of the International

the 2000 Games.

Committee (IOC) have the op-
tion to go with the tide of his-
tory and pick arguably
the most poli significant
bid ever mounted.

Or they could pay heed to
their own lofty ideal of putting
the athletes first and send the
Games to Sydney, whose facili-
ties have been described by an
10C official as technically near-
perfect.

The long shot is Manchester
which has, in Olympic terms,
shaken off some of its grimy
19th century industrial image
by virtue of a well- bid.
But it would take an unimagin-
able collapse by the two front-
runners for Manchester to pull
off an upset. :

The remaining candidates,
Berlin and Istanbul, are re-
garded as no-hopers.

From the 10C’'s standpoint,
giving the nod to Beijing in the

face of political opposition from
the US and would send

a powerful signal that the
Olympie movement will not
succumbed to outside political
interference in its affairs.

But the 10C is also painfully
aware that awarding the Games
to Betjing would provoke a howl
of fury from opponents of
China's human rights policies.

Even Monday's announce-
ment that China had agreed to
allow a foreign investigation
them to inspect human rights
conditions was greeted with
scepticism by human rights ac-
tivists who believed the probe
would founder once Betjing and
obtained the games.

if the verdict favours Betjing,
western politiclans would un-
doubtedly brand the IOC as un-
caring and insensitive on the
human rights issue and utter
the dreaded word e

Millions of sports fans, fed a

daily media diet of Chinese hu-
man rights violations, would
believe the Olympic governors
had taken leave of their senses,

But some factions within the
IOC believe a Beijing Olympics
would exert a significant posi-
tive influence on human rights
in China,

"You'd have seven years of
unrelenting foreign involvement

Even some of Sydney's nor-

mally buoyant lup::rltrl are

starting to wonder w

might have been over-matched
in their battle with Befjing.

A slightly defensive note has

crept into Sydney's style at its
JAn contrast

daily media brie

to fts usually polished de-
meanor.

If there has ben a criticism of

Olympic mittu {I} enter the S

in China, unrelen media at-
tention and a desire by China to
make this ra nt with
the world a success. IU's an op-

ﬂtunny made in heaven,” said
k Pound, a Canadian mem-

ber of the IOC executive board.

Pound has special responsi-
bility for Olympic television and
marketing and had been closely
involved in enabling the IOC to

t revenue of more than
2.5 US billion dollars for the
period 1993-96.

China's population of 1.2
billion would a highly at-
tractive market for the Olympic
movement; although those who
saw the |0C as being soft on
human rights would probably
also sece it as being primarily
concermred with making a fast
buck.

Delegates attending a week
of 10C meetings in Monte Carlo
have been stunned by the sheer
ruthlessness of China's long
march te the Olympics and
some may fell disinclined to be

steamrollered into giving the .

games to Betfjing.

The Olympics are supposed
to remain under the control of
the 1OC wherever they are held,
but all the evidence so far sug-
gests thal the Chinese govern-
ment would take absolute
charge if the Games went to

In the meantime, neither the
general controversy over human
rights, specific charges that the
release of political prisoners
was timed to bolster the bid nor
a short lived threat to boycott
the 1996 Atlanta Games appear
to have slowed the Beijing
Juggernaut

* Some Olympic observers in
Monte Carlo, are beginning to
believe that China might turn
out to be unstoppable in
Thursday s vole.
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for the 101st session. During this session the IOC members will decide which city would host

— AFP photo

Syl:lncy‘n performance in Monte
Carlo, it has been that the

Australians have been too slick
and too reminiscent of the ap-
proach which earned Atlanta
the 1996 Centenary Games
three years ago.

Berlin has continued to
madntain that it would be a safe
Olympic have —despite the
thousands of opponents
demonstrating on the streets of
the German capital — while
Istanbul has been the least
visible of the five candidates in
Monte Carlo.

As well as the usual posse of
royalty who provide the 10C
with the blue-blooded image it
so relishes, the Olympic battle
will be joined on Thursday by a
parade of Prime Minister seck-
ing to sway the vote — Paul
Keating of Australia, John
Major of Britain and Tansu
Ciller of Turkey.

Each candidate city will
make an hour-long final presen-
tation to the {0C on Thursday.

Ninety of the 91 I1OC mem-
bers are in Monte Carlo, with
only Bulgarian lvan Slavkov
missing. Slavkov son-in-law of
Bulgaria's ousted communist
dictator Todor Zhivkov, is under
investigation for alleged misap-
propriation of state funds and
has had his passport confis-
cated. -

With 10C president Juan
Antbnio Samaranch not taking
part in the ballot, 89 member
will vote. The winning city will
require an absolute majority of
45,

At 2020 local (1820 GMT)
Samaranch will step into the
spotlight at Monaco's Louis I
Stadium, reopen the envelope
contai the result and i-
bly wm fuse that mul:j fizzle
for the next seven years.

BELJING, Sept 21:
"TheChinese peo-
ple have stood
up,” Mao Tesetung
announced In
1949, as he I-

Nole

aimed the creation of the
Communist State.
More than four decades

later, China's leaders and its
1.2 billion people are looking to
Thursday's selection of the
venue for the 2000 Olympics for
confirmation that the country
has truly taken its place on the
world stage, reports Reuter,

It would be an honour for
the nation,” said the owner of a
noodle restaurant. "It ‘would
show that China has come of
age. It would also greatly tm-
prove the quality of Betjings
environument.”

"We want the Olympics as a
matter of prestige, 1o show our
place in the world,” said a man
working In a bank. "As it was
for Japan and South Korea, it
would be a of the world's
recognition of what we have
achieved.”

Tokyo and Seoul hosted the
Olympics in 1964 and 1988 re-
spectively. Melbourne had the
Games in 1966,

The authorities are treating
the vote as an cpoch-making
event at home and a measure of
China's growing stature in the
world.

Support seems almost unan-
imous among the city's taxi

takes are

of national
pose it may
otic. .

“Those who oppose argue
that it will be too expensive,
with much of the burden falling
on ordinary people,” said one
elderly man, a long-lime
Christan.

Did he oppose it himsell?
Shrugging his shoulders and
looking round, he said ner-
vously: "1 do not dare to say."

Opponents argue that China
is too poor to afford such an ex-
pensive event and would do
better spending its moncy en
poor, backward arcas. They say
Olympic-related spending will
only increase the gap between
Beijing and other cities.

Two German
newsmen held

MONACO, Sept 21: Two
German journalists were de-
tained by Monace police on
Monday for a breach of security.
One was arrested near [nte-

rnational Olym Committiee
president Juan-Antenio Samar-

anch’s hotel room, reports AFP.

Jacqueline Berti, organising
committee director, said & man
arrested Sunday night had been
released but was unsure il he
would be allowed to stay in
Monaco.

Monaco police refused to
comment on the incident
although on Sunday another
source sald the man was sus-
pected of sounding out security
before next Thursday's meeting
to decide where the 2000
Games will be held.

Uwe Rada, a photographer

that to op-
scen as unpatri-

high for China

One Hong Kong resident of
the capital said Betjing should

leaders who ordered the killing

of pro-democracy protesters in

June 1986 were still in r.
But some students, main

target of a government crack-
down alter the protests, support
the Games.

"Getung the Olympics would
mean that the government will
have to pay more attention to
what the outside world says, on
human rights, democracy and
such issues,” said one student
at Betjing University.

The main drawback for ordi-
nary people would be taxes or
bonds the government is likely
to levy to pay for new stadiums,
roads, and dozens of other pro-
jects.
Milllons of Chinese were
foreed to spend up to a month's
salary this year to buy govern-
ment bonds o relieve a serious
shortage of cash in the national
budget.

"l am willing to pay, " said
hotel worker in his 50s. "It will
not be only me but millions of
others, including those outside
Betjing. If it is a contribution to
staging the Olympics here, | as
a Chinese am happy (o pay up.

"Like most Chinese, | have
been through a great deal of
hardship in my life. In the last
15 years. we have finally had
some success. Staging the
Olympics would be an acknowl-
edgement from the world of
this. | woulll be very proud,” he
said.
A sports official at the
National Games, which ended
last weck In Beijing, said:
Please, do not jud‘l.":; : the
Beijing you see in | . If you
do tl'.:t, we will probably lose
the bid.

"Please, have faith in us to

improve our city by the year
2000."

and Orlando (Florida), and the

Orange Bowl, better known for
hosting American football

the 1996 centennial Games
three years
others the Greek capital Athens,

Sport
Olympism's moment of truth

Protocol gums up

Berlin's works

BERLIN, -Sept 21: Berlin of-
ficials said on Monday they had
falled to persuade German
President Richard von
Weizsaecker to present their bid
for the 2000 Olympics to the
International Olympic Commi-
ttee (IOC), reports Reuter.

The [10OC will select the venue
for the Summer Games on
Thursday evening in Monte
Carlo after the five competing
cities Sydney, Beljing,
Manchester, [stanbul and
Berlin .— make their final pre-
sentations.

"President Von Weizsaccker
will definitely not take part,”
said Ulrich Eggestein, a Berlin
government spokesman. “He
said he did not want to go. lic
has said it would be inappro-
priate because cities, and not
countries, bid for the Games.”

Pressure for Von Weizsa-

——

Australia, Britain, and Turkey
will all be in Monte Carlo to lead
their respective bids.

“"We don't want to make a big
deal about it. But it would very
much help Berlin's presentation
if he were to take part,” Azel
Nawrocki, Chairman of Berlin's
organising committee, told the
Berliner Morgenpost newspaper
on Monday.

The highest ranking official
to take a seat on the eight-
member German panel, which
includes tennis star Steffi Gral
and swimming champion
Franziska van Almsick, will be
Interior Minister Manfred

Kanther.
ACOG plans
to shift -
SOCCer venues

MONTE CARLO, Sept 21:
The organisers of the 1996
Atlanta Games said on Monday
they were planning to move the
final of the Olympic soccer
tournaments to Athens — in

Georgia, reports Reuter.

The Atlanta Organising
Committee (ACOG]) decided on
the move because the new
Olympic Stadium it is building
in Atlanta ftself will not be suit-
able for soccer matches.

If the city of Atlanta does not
suggest another site within city
limits by the end of the year,the
men's and women's finals will
be held in Athens' 86000-seat
Sanford Stadium at the

Univegsily of Georgla. . .

The ACOG also announced
on Monday that it had selected
four cities to host the prelimi-
nary and quarter-final stages of
the soccer competitions.

it named the cities as
Birmingham (Alabama), Miami

US federal capital of
Washington, DC, the Miami
matches will be held in the

Each city will host six
maitches for men and three in
the inaugural women's soccer
tournament. '

Atlanta won the right to host

ago, beating among
site of the [first modern
Olympiad in 1996.

The International Olympic
Committee is due to choose the
hosts for the 2000 Games in

ecker to take part had grown in
Germany in recent weeks beca-
use the heads of ent of |
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SYDNEY, Sept 21:
Hosting the 2000
Olympics would
be a multi-bilion
dollar boost for
the Australian
economy, reviving business
confidence and refuelling the
country's flagging construction
and retail industries, econo-
mists said, reports Reuter.

Although by no means a
sure bet, the chance that
Sydney may win Thursday's
vote for the right to host the
2000 Olympic Games has left
many business experts scram-
bling to calculate the impact on
the economy and financial mar-
kets. '

"If we win the Olympic
Games there would be an im-
mediate lift in the stock mar-
ket,” said Michael Heflernan,
head of research at BOS stock-
broking in Sydney. Some ana-
lysts see a quick 40 to 50 point
surge in the market on Friday if
Sydney wins the vote.

Consultants KPMG Peat
Marwick estimate the Olympics
would inject as much as
Australian dollar 8 billion (US
dollar 5.2 billion) into the
Australian economy, mostly af-
ter 1997 and concentrated
heavily in the country's eco-
nomic engine, New South

"The confidence brought
about by the Games could be
quite considerable,” said Bruce
Freeland, senfor economist at
the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia. "And confidence is
one of the areas in the
at the moment that could use a
boost.™

Although many analysts are
hesitant to speculate exactly
how much money will trickle in
[rom the Games and which
companies will benefit most,
they said the sheer number of
domestic contracts from the
Games will be a boon to many
Australian-based firms.

The country's construdtion
industry, currently suffering
from a commercial property
market glut, would be among
the first sectors to feel the
benefits from the Olympics,
follgwed by manufacturers,

: rs and service indusiries,
analysts say.

The Peat Marwick study
suggesis construction compa-
nies would reap about A dollar
373 million (US dollar 242 mil-
lion) in extra work from building
an Olympic Village in Sydney,
as long as current economic
conditions persist until 2000,

But once the day arrives for
the Games to begin, retailers
stand to gain about A dollar
1.24 billion (US dellar B06 mil-

Aussie economy & Olympics

lion]), manufacturers A dollar
1.15 billion {US dollar 748 mil-
lion) and service companies A
dollar 1.13 billion. (US dollar
735 million), according to Peat
Marwick.

Such a rosy scenario is
based on an expected surge in
tourism of around 1.2 million
people, not only in Sydney but
in other areas such as the Great
Barrier Reel and Queensland,
along with a sharp rise in local
employment from Olympic-re-
lated jobs.

Hans Kunnen, State Bank of
New South Wales economist,
said the chances that Sydney
will be left with massive debt
like Montreal in 1976 were slim,
noting that much of the urban
infrastructure for the Games is
already in place.

"l think we've learned from
the mistake of Montreal and
seen Los Angeles make a profit,”
Kunnen said. Los Angeles, en-
joying sweeping corporate spon-
sorship, reported a profit after
hosting the 1984 Summer
Olympics.

The New South Wales gov-
ernment has estimated that it
will make a profit of US dollar
15 millon from the 2000
Olympics, the lowest estimated
surplus of the bid cities —
Beijing, Berlin, Istanbul and
Mancheéster.

Sydney di

MONACO, Sept 21:
Sydney officials
contest the argu-
ment that Intern-
ational Olympic
Committee mem-
bers see a vote for Beiljing as a
vote for world progress, reports
AFP. _
“We have always concen-
trated on the strengths that we
believe Sydney has,” New
South Wales Premier John
Fahey said Tuesday.

“There's no other way than
continuing to point out why it
‘would be good to hold the
Games in Sydney and at the
end of it all we would hope that
the message gets across.”

"We nmkl:genu apologies for
our position that we clearly see
ourselves as the athletes
Games,” Bruce Baird, the New

0oty

o

~of Syd

South Wales minister in charge
ney's bid, added.

The feeling seemed to be
gdining ground that no matter
how good a bid Sydney pre-
senfed it could not resist the
powerful symbol presented by
Betjing.

A straw poll of members
taken by AFP on Tuesday sug-
gested many were responstve to

the ment that a vote for
Beijing would hasten the pace
ofe in China.”

And Beljing appears to have
turned the human rights at-
tacks to its advantage last
week, portraying {itself as the
victims of an uncomprehensive
wesl.

IOC president Juan Antonio
Samaranch said in his opening
speech to the 101st session on
Monday that athletes’ interesis

sproves 10C outlook

were the number one priority.
"At the end of the day, enly
the interests of the athletes and

of the Olympic movement
count. We should also stress

. that the ecological impact of the

Games is takén into account in
the choice of the Olympic city,”
he told the ‘89 1OC members
who will vote on Th ;

That could be taken as en-
couragement for Sydney which
had the best report from the
[OC enquiry commission and
which was the only city which
asked Greenpeace, the envi-
ronmental lobby group, to

its b
I T
one on our priorities,” Baird
said. "Sport pﬁy‘n a tremendous
role in Australia. We have an
environmentally sound project.
It is a compelling argument.”

English Premier League

Manchester City goalkeeper Tony Coton leaps to
match at Selhurst Park on Sept

a Wimbledon attempt during an
20. Wimbledon won the match by a

Monte Carlo on Thursday. 54th minute goal from Robbis Earle. ST e
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS 36 Most DOWN - topper
1 Satch- prevalent 1 Pickle 21 Grad
mo's chemical holder 22 Musical
specialty compound 2 Stout conclu-
5 Video- 37 Tomboy relative sion
taping 40 Do-it- 3 Verve 23Jim
appara- yOour - 4 Ardent Morrison's
tus, for selfer's enthusiast band
short need 5 Daytona 25 The l
41 "Dia entries origina
’ E:;;f of —w 6 Devoured Sugar
the snow House- 7 Just so-so Ray
| 12 Estrange wife” 8 Solemn 26 Justone
14 California 42 Guards promise of those
city 47 One of 9 Lyricist's things
15 Like new an annual topic 27 Parsley
16 Satan's quartet 10 Ga:ﬁmlrd s compan-
fort 48 Adjective pa on
17 Sac.:h forsome 11 Un- 29 Paddock
abbr. towns Of checked parent
18 Absolutely  sleighs 13 F'-nt 31 g:ﬁ ::. Eﬂ
| 49 Geneal- points
- ::::ﬂn ogy char 19 Micro- 33 HU% T CRYFT()QUIP
llusionist 50 Fresh wave, tenderly
i H:nning 51 Bird- slangly 34Customer | c s ppPUA L UN ENDQNSI
24 Very house? 20 Angus's 36 Joining
much Solution time: 25 min. 375::;& QMIJIUA JBNA JUDNSJU]J
25 Houston
38 Sharit of
ZI?IE::!: screen L B Q CNAQ C U EBMPA
39 Elis’ place
”;ﬂfim 40 Recog: X B J F X 3 Q C Q N J .
30 The stuft nized Saturday’s Cryptoquip: LONELY ARSONIST USU-
haros ae A3 oy ALLY CHECKS OUT A MATCHMAKER
? ro , ‘
32 gad‘::t; WSW Today's Cryptoquip clue: J equ&l! R o
ing Foe 44 Dander The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in whic o
34 Singer 45 Obsoles-  jetter stands for another. If you think that X equals O,
Pt cent suffix il equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short
» -m,mwr 46 Rarin'1o  ords and words using an Iw ve you clues to
o locating vowels. Solution s tri error.,



