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NEWS BRIEFS

JP (Nationalist)
meet today

The first meeting of the cen-
tral commitiee of Jatiya Party
(Nationalist] will be held loday
at 7 pm at 7, Eskaton Garden.
Chairman of the newly lormed
party Shamsul Huda Chow-
dhury will preside the mecting,
party sources said. The meetling
will schedule its programme
and distribute duties and
responsibilities among Uhe party
leaders, reports UNB.

Two new DMP

el o
divisions

Two new divisions — East
and Wesl of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police will be
wday. Home Minister
Abdul Huun Chowdhury will
inaugurale the two divisions,
raising the DMP divisions to
four, at a simple function at the
DMP Headguarters this morn
ing. Motijheel, Sabujbagh,
Sutrapur and Demra thanas
have been placed under the
East Division. Mochammadpur,
Tejgaon, Mirpur and Pallabi
thanas are under the jurisdic-
ton of the West Division, re-

ports UNB.

a tribals

muach enthusiasm and reiigious
fervour. According o a press re-
lease of the Sanalani

Serious constituttonal crisis in Russia; Yeltsin dissolves legislature

Parliament names Rutskoi president

MOSCOW, Sept 21: The
leadership of the Russian par-
liament named Vice Presideht
Alexander Rutskoi acting presi-
dent today after President Boris
Yeltsin's declaration of the dis-
solution of parliament, reports
Reuter,

The leadership. known as
the Presidium, did not take a
formal vote on the matter. But
there was no dissent when
chairman Ruslan Khashbulatov
"Alexander
Viadimirovich (Rutskof), you are
acting President of the Russian
Federation.”

Rutskoi told the Presidium,
"In accordance with the consti-
tution | begin acting as the
Russian President.”

"Boris Yeltsin is no longer
President because he has
breached Article 121 of the
constitulion,”
ruled.

President Yeltsin today an-
nounced he was suspending
Russia's parliament and calling
clections to a new legislature.

Yeltsin, in a live television
appearance, said he had signed
a decree suspending the par-
liament, which he described as
an unacceptable obslacle te

the presidium
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economic reform. He said elec-
tions to a new two-chamber
legislature would take place on
December 11-12.

Yeltsin effectively acknowl-
edged he was violating the exist-
ing constitution, a legacy from
Soviet

Before ann the move
against uring the
15-minute address, Yeltsin
paused and picked up a cup

from which he sipped tea.
“The security of Russia and

its peoples is more precious
than a formal obedience to
contradictory norms created by
the legislature, which has fi-
iscredited itself,” he said.
Yeltsin, evoking memories of
his resistance to a hardline
coup in 1991, appealed to for-
cign leaders for support. :
"l appeal to the leaders and
ples of foreign states, to our
abroad — there are lots
of them around the world. Your
support 1is {mportant for

brought to account under
criminal law.”
. Under constitutional amen-
dments passed by Russia's
supreme legislature during a
stormy clash with Yeltsin last
December. The President is
immediately stripped of his
powers if tries to dissolve
t .
i Rutskof, an veleran
with some influence in the
armed forces, then automati-

cally assumes his presidential

MOSCOW, Sept 21: Special government telephone connec-
headquarters

tions in parliament's ‘'white house'

were cut off

today after President Yeltsin announced he was dissolving

parliament, d

eputies said. 'All government telephones are

dead,’ deputy Irina Vinogradova told Reuters. Other
deputies said their telephones, part of a special state

network, were turned off.

The reports could not

Russia.”

"The measures to which I
had to resort were the only way
to defend democracy and free-
dom in Russia,” he said.

Yeltsin made it clear
would not tolerate resistance.

"Any actions aimed at pre-
venting elections will be con-
sidered illegal and persons in-
volved in these actions will be

he

powers, including his position
as cumrnﬂnder in chief of armed
forces.

It was not clear how the
army or security ministry — the
former KGB — would react.
Yeltsin recently visited the
headquarters of the interior
ministry's crack Dzerhinsky
Division to gauge support.

Rutskoi, talking to reporters
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« in the White House parlament

headquarters 20 minutes alter
Yeltsin's address, was asked if
he now considered, himself
President,

"Yes, sir,” he replied, "This is
an open coup "Detat.”

Yeltsin ordered Rutskoi, a
former ally now in opén opposi-
tion to him, suspended from
his powers on September 1.

Meanwhile, The United
States said today Russia was at
a “critical moment,” but with-

, 1414 HI RI

ST

- Alexander Rutskoi

NirmanTiles

' r-".‘-l-’?
< b

h
; * .
ML

-

I ¥
N e Wi WO
5:,}" “

In Broken
Marble Tiles
Eri ter Home
t

12 PAG ES  PRICE TAKA 4.00

S — o

held substantive cormment on
Yeltsin's decision to dissolve the
parlament and call new glec-
tions.

State Department spokes-
man Michael McCurry said US
ambassador Thomas Pickering
received less than an hour's
notice of the Russian Presi-
dent’s decision.

Former Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev said Yeltsin had no
right to dissolve parliament and
call elections for a new legisla-
ture.

Meanwhile, The Russian
government gave its "uncon-
ditional suppart” to President
Boris Yeltsin, Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin said

today.

Chernomyrdin told journal-
ists in his office: "1 shall imple-

ment the government's objec-
tives and President Yeltsin's de-
crees.”

He said the heads of the
ministries of the Interior,
Security and Defence had ex-
pressed.
Yeltsin's decision to dissolve

pmih.ment.

police escort yesterday.

An anti-Shibir rll'ty of the Dhaka Umwrs!ty nu&ents near the TSC in the city, marching under

— Star photo

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 21:
The United Nations has reached

“breaking point’ because mem-
bers are de more ser-
vices but not their bills,
Secretary-General Boutros

Bouiros-Ghall said, reports
Reuler.
“The United Nations' renais-

said in his annual reports to the
General Assembly, which
opened its 48th session today.

Boutros-Ghall described a
world in Turmoil with the big
powers summoning the UN to
crises arcas they would not
themselves touch.

*There is an undeniable dis-
parity between the vision and
the reality. This must be [aced
squarely by state members of
the world organisation and the
peoples they represent.”

Boutros-Ghali said the or-
ganisation was often stretched
beyond its financial and stafl
capacitics while the big pow-
ers—presumably Security
Enuncll members Brilain,

* ting

sance remains in question,” he

China, France, Russia and the
United States —wavered in set-
priorities.

"United Nations forces in-
creasingly find themselves
thrust into arcas of conflict
where major powers are nol
willing to venture themselves
and are reluctant to make the
hard choices posed by a new

era of challenges Lo peace.”
Financing 14 peacckeeping
ventures alone is expecled to
cost 3.6 billlon dollars by the
end of 1993 for 80,000 troops,
most of them in Cambodia, the
former Yugoslavia and Somalia,
Boutros-Ghall said.

Only 10 states have paid all
their dues and peacekeeping
expenses. Of the 1.9 billion dol-
lars owed, the United States is
in arrears for nearly 800 million
dollars and Russia is In debt
for 500 million dollars.

He pointed to the difficulty
in raising funds for develop-
ment ajd since the end of the
Cold War because the “poorest

"UN at breaking point, Ghali
tells General Assembly

countries no longer hold the
same interest for the rich as
they did In the previous
decades of ideological competi-
tion.”

Boutros-Ghali said the
Security Council, occupied with
dealing quickly = with crises
around the world, needed to
hold periodic sessions at minis-
terial level to get some perspec-
tive on the ‘array of current
chal

mm the media for
concentrating on peacekecping
to the near-exclusion ol every-
thing else.

*Though activities for devel-
opment may nol be as glam-
orous as peacckeeping opera-
tions. They are just as impor-
tant, and indeed, provide the
foundations for global security
and stability,” he said.

His report ol more than 100
pages was the longest by a
Secrelary-General. The main
addresses by world leaders to
the 184-member General

Assembly start next Monday . )

Students call
‘hartal in
Khulna today

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 21: The All-
Party Students Allance and the
Islami Chhatra Shibir have is-
sued contending calls for a har-
tal here tomorrow in protest

st the recent campus vio-
lence in Khulna and Rajshahi.

The pro-Jamaat Shibir has
called a half-day hartal while
the students alllance has urged
A _dawn- io-dusk strike tomor-
row.

Police arrested 31 more per-
sons today in connection with
the kiling here of two Shibir
activists yesterday, taking the
number of suspects held to 90
over the past two days.

Meanwhile, the Shibir at a
press conference today alleged
that most of the persons ar-
rested belonged to it. It further

Sce Page 12 Col B

Tension grips DU
in wake of
anti-Shibir drive

Tension gripped the Dhaka
University campus sterday
as student activists of different

organisations began an "elimi-
nate Shibir' operation protes-
ting Sunday's killing of a
student in Rajshahi, allegedly
by the Jamaat-Shibir, reports
UNB.

More than a dozen students
were beaten up on the DU cam-
pus on suspicion of being
Islami Chhatra Shibir activists.
But of the injured, two were
later iden as members of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WJCD) and the Chhatra Union.

‘Witnesses said a group of 256
to 30 students started the
witchhunt from noon on differ-
ent floors of the Arts Faculty
buitlding.

The militant group beat up
two second year students —
Sirajul Huq of the Journalism
Department and Abdul Quddus
of Political Science. The party
affillation of the victims was not
immediately known.

in a mix-up, a Chhatra

Union activist, dentified as
See Page 12 Col 6

.

Jamaat walks out again p
as chair rejects mation

\ By Staff Correspondent

The parliamentarians of the
Jamaal-e-Islami, Bangladesh
yesterday staged- a walkout
protesting the chair’s rejection
of a Jamaat-sponsored ad-
journment motion on the killing
Monday of two students in
Khulna.

The students killed iIn
Khulna were reported to be ac-
tivists of the Jamaat -backed
Islami Chhatrg Shibir. v

Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni rejected the motion
arguing that the incident had
come up for discussion in the
House only the day before when
the Jattya Sangaad (JS) deliber-
ated on an adjournment motion
regarding the death of a
Rajshahi University student in
the ecarly hours of September
18.

“The rules of procedure of the

JS do not allow acceptance of
adjournment motions on an
identical issue in the same ses-
sion,’ the chair pointed out.

Dissatisfied with the

Speaker's observation, the
Jamaat members left the House
at 6 However, Maulana
Obaidur Rahman of the Islami
Oikya Jote (10J), who himself
had submitied a motion on the
same issue, did not follow suit

Later, Jamaat leader
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, in a press briefing at
the Sangsad Bhaban, accused
BNP Whip Ashral Hossain of
being the mastermind of
Monday's killing of two Shibir
workers in Khulna.

Nizami claimed that the BNP
Whip went to Khulna from
Dhaka, held meetings with the

See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda seeks OIC help
to expand ICTVTR

TONGI (Gazipur), Sept 21:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today said infrastructural
facilities and resources of the
Islamic Centre for Technical
and Vocational Training and
Research (ICTVTR) have to be
expanded for the benefit of the
Muslim World, reports UNB.

Begum Zia made a strong -

plea to the OIC member coun-
tries for extending support to
the Dhaka-based Islamic tech-
nical training centre at Tongl to
expand its academic activities.
She was addressing the
Seventh Congregation of the
ICTVTR, an liate of the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference [OIC), here this
moming. The centre works as a
coordinating institution in the
area of human resource devel-
opment for the OIC member
slates. '
Some B0 students from
Bangladesh, the Comoros,
Gambia, Jordan, Pakistan,
Palestine and Somalia, includ-
ing the first batch of B Sec
Engineering recetved gradua-
See Page 12 Col 4
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Begum Zia at the
ICTVTR yesterday

TBILISI, Sept 21: Abkhazian
rebels in a gunboat shot down a
passenger jet as it tried to land
Tuesday at the besieged city of
Sukhumi, Georgian officials
said. All 28 people aboard were

killed, reports AP
Russian and n offi-
cials said the plane crashed into

the Black Sea after being shot
down.

Alexander Bererfulava, spok-
esman for Georgia's defence
minister, sald 22 passengers
and six ecrew members were
killed, including a Spanish
journalist. He esaid four
Abkhazian speedboais in-

specied the wreckage and then
sped away . _

He said a similar
n:ﬂd:url-lhﬂllwh

Tuesday as it flew from
Sukhumi to Sochi, in southern
Russia, but managed to land
sale by

I*l;-lum:hlr-hﬂlrth

downed plane was carrying the
delegation on its return to
Sukhumi.

Russian authorities said Lhe
plane was shot down by an
unidentified gunboat in the
Black Sea. Georgian officials,
however, said it was unclear
whether the fire came from land

Oor sCa.

Georgian negoliators [re-
quently shuttle between Suk-
humi and Sochi, where talks
are being held. In addition,

planes sometimes fly refugees
from Sukhumi to Sochi.

Georgia has no military
transport planes and uses
civilan planes to fly troops and

military to Sukhumi.
Another plane was shot
and at Sukhumi in

July, but landed safely.
Thl: Ahkhuinnl

th: ﬁ'ﬂ'lml about 3
kilometers 4o the south.

were

Plane shot down over Sukhumi :

The crash came as Georgian
Jroops baltled separatist fight-
‘ers just outside the m-
menli-held capital of Abkhazia,

where Geor leader Eduard
Shevard e remained en-

“There can be no talk about
any kind of withdrawal from
Sukhumi,” Shevardnadze said

on Georgian Stale Television |

from Sukbumd.

The fall of Sukhumi would
be a major blow to Shev-
ardnadze's t, which
has been beset by ethnic
coriflicts, political rebellions and
economic turmoil since break-
ing from the Soviet Union in
1991. It has been fighting sepa-
rate wars with two ethnic
groups and a civil war launched
by supporiers of former
Prestdent Zviad Gamsakhurdia.

Sukhumi's f[all could lead ©
the loss of Abkhazia, which in
turn could encourage other

28 killed
ethnic scparatist movements in
Georgia and southern Russia.
Both Russia and the United
States have urged a quick end
to the fghting,

"The fall of Sukhumi means
the breakup of Georgia,”
Shevardnadze said Tuesday in
the television inlerview.

Shevardnadze warned of ‘a
real danger of slaughter if
Sukhumi feil and said, “There
has been panic in the eity be-
cause Lhe r is serious.”

Shevardnadze, 65, has
vowed o0 remain in Sukhumi,
issuing orders and appealing for
outside help from the bomb-
damaged building in
the cenire of the Black Sea
towmn.

The Abkhazian side claimed
Tuesday their fighters captured
m s TV tower less than a

from the n:punl

m:

Customers already getting
better forex rates

By Staff Correspondent

Governor of the Bangladesh
llank Khorshed Alam yesterday
sald better foreign exchange
rales are being quoted to the
customers now because the
banks have started dealing in
the interbank market.

“With the gradual under-
standing of the market, things
will further improve for the cus-
lomers as w:l:::i l.lw'n:“km
the governor Inaugu-
rating a seminar and workshop
on ‘'Conirol of Treasury
Operations’ organised by the
Standard Chartered Bank at a
cily hotel.

“The Hberalization of ex-

control and impending
mrtrt.luh of the taka has

ﬂ“ﬂﬁ‘ﬂh

Ht-h-cmph-ll the need

= =

their support for |

EC to decide
fate of
CPB MPs

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission

will examine the legal position
of five MPs of the Communist

Party of Bangladesh [CPB) to
asceriain whether they violated
the Constitution and forfeited
their membership, S r
Shatkh Razzak Al informed
Parliament yesterday.

“The matter has to be re-
ferred to the Election
Commission for a decision,” the
Speaker said in reply to de-
mands for a ruling re
their membership by a section
of Opposition MPs -including
the Awami League.

Rising on a point of order
Suranfit Sengupta of the
Ganatantri Party said CPB
leader Mujahidul Islam Selim
had disowned the party's
Members in Farl!lmnl.mlﬂtr

changed their party -
ﬂ Two of the CPB MPs had
already joined the newly-
floa Gano Forum
all of them had won on
Eight-Party Alliance tickets with
the ‘boat’ as their election sym-
bol in 1991.

See Page 12 Col 7,
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By Mahfuz Anam
The Deputy Speaker ap-
peared totally unaware of the

importance of the ‘point of
order’ raised by Swranjit
Sengupta, when he keptipn try-
ing to shut him up. Surp-
risingly, Salam Talukdar,
BNF's Secreiary General, came
to the rtl-n;l:r He told the
Deputy Spea fr
severe tone, thﬂm
‘Honourable Member rises on a
point of order, he should be
heard." Then came, whal to me
appeared to be a reprimand.
Talukdar said ‘'If you speak
while the Member is also speak-
ing then we get confused.’ Panni
looked taken aback, and finally
Sengupla was able Lo say his
piece, which turned out to be a
© See Page 12 Col 1

Varsity teachers |
go on two-day

strike today

University teachers will to-
day begin a two-day strike de-
manding arrest and trial of
those accused of unleashing vi-
olence at the Jahangirnagar
and [slamic universities, reports
UNB.
ﬂrm}-hmuﬂndx
the Federation of
University Teachers’ Associ-
ations (FBUTA), also demanding
withdrawal of ‘false cases’ flled
against 10 JU teachers.

\ Dnﬂle-ecunddayiflh

\strike, the FBUTA will also hold
a grand teachers' rally at and
TSC auditorium of the Dhaka

University at 10:30° am on
Thursday.
Earlier, teachers of the

Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong
Jahangirnagar, Islamic, Engin-
eering and Agricultural unive-
rsities observed strikes on
August 8, September 5 and B
on the same issue.
Examinations and

activities will, however, be ex-
empted from the strike.

Nirmul to stage
demonstration
today

By Staff Correspondent
The National Coordination

Commitice of the Nirmul bodies
will stage a demonstration at

the Bangabandhu Avenuc this
afternoon in protest against the
recent killing of a Rajshahi
Untversity student

This was decided at an
emergency mecting of the
steering commitlee of the
Nirmul body with its convener

Jahanara Imam in the chair.

Today's agitation will also
refterate the Ninmul body's four-

point demands which include




