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UNITA kills 50 civilians

Savimbi plans to declare
unilateral ceasefire

LUANDA, Sept 20: The
leader of Angola's armed UNITA
opposition, Jonas Savimbi,
plans today to announce a uni-
lateral ceasefire in the country's
civil war, UNITA's radio Vorgan

Troops of the National Union
for the Total Inde nce of
Angola (UNITA) will.lay down
their arms ‘as soon as Savimbi
has fssued the order, the radio
said in a broadcast early today.

UNITA also accused govern-
ment troops of killing hundreds
of people in weekend shelling of
the central highlands city of
Humbo, Angola’s second
town where the opposition
Set up its headquarters.

H:fnn: the UN Security
Council met last Wednesday to

" independent

review the Angolan conflict,
Savimbi's chief of general s
General Arlindo Pena, an-
nounced a unilateral ceasefire
in Situ from September 20.

But the Security Council
also sus tation
of the measure for 10 days,
warning that UNITA should in
that time stop fighting and re-
turn to the negotiating table
with the formerly Marxist -
ernment in Luanda. Hunvﬁ;.
an earlier reports says, more
than 50 a::l!n."illit::l]Ir died on
Sunday during UNITA rebel
shelling ol the besieged cen-
tral Angolan city of Culito,
Angola Radio said.

There was no immediate

confirmation of
the radfo ;
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Deng's dau

Expo in the South Korean city

hter falls ill: veng uin.

eldest dnughter of Chg nese leader Deng Xiaoping, fell {ll on
Monday with an attack of tonsillitis while visiting the World

of Taejon, South Korea's Yonhap

news agency said, report Reuter from Seoul.

Deng Lin, a 52-year-old orfental brush painter, arrived in
Seoul on September 12 for a 10-day art exhibition to commemo-
rate the first anniversary of the normalisation of ties between

South Korea and China.

Yonhap said she fell ill 20 minutes after starting a tour of the

expo site,
"She is now taking

a rest after treatment for high fever

caused by acute tonsillitis. She will recover soon,” Yonhap
quoted a doctor at a Taejon hospital as saying.

King Birendra leaves for China:
The king and queen of Nepal left Monday for a week-long state
visit to China, one of Nepal's biggest sources of foreign aid, AP

reports from Katmandu.

King Birendra, on his seventh visit to China since ascending
the throne in, 1972, said the visil will allow him to see for him-

sclf China's economic progress.
Squeezed between the world's two most popu

lous countries,

Nepal carefully balances its foreign policies with India and

China.

Jackson m!)erfurms in Tel Aviv: |

More than 70,

screaming young Israelis feted Michael

Jackson late Sunday when the pop superstar took to the stage
at Tel Aviv's Hayarkon Park for his first concert in the holy land,

AFP reports from Tel Avtv.

Dressed in black and gold, Jackson

gave his fans a night 1o

remember as he breakdanced to hits from his latest album
"Dangerous,” kicking of with "Jam.”

Almost 200 spec
ter [ainting in the crush.

tators received treatment for bruising or af-

North Salem minister shot dead:

A Methodist minister was finishing

his sermon Sunday when a

woman shot him to death in front of his horrified congregation
and 13-year-old daughter, police said. A woman he once dated

was arrested, AP reports

From North Salem.

The Rev. Roland Phillips, 36, ol North Salem, was concluding
the sermon before about 26 people at the United Medhodist
Church when he was shot three times in the chest, said Lt Terry
Brinker, a Hendricks County Sheriff's spokesman. He died on

the way to a hospital.

reports from New Delhi.

dering Pakistan,

died of injuries late Saturday.

Two militants died in warfare clsewhere, while a body
recovered from a southern district Sunday, PT]1 said. One of
three injured in a gun battle between soldiers and separatists

Elﬁht killed in Kashmir violence:

uslim rebels were among eight people killed overnight
Saturday in separate acts of violence in the troubled northern

state of Kashmir, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported, AFP

The News agency quoted officials in the state summer capital

Srinagar as saying four activists from an outlawed guerilla outfit
died in a clash with security forces in Baramulla district, bor-

Myanmar troops swoop on
anti-govt rally : 27 held

MAESOT (Thailand), Sept
20: Soldiers broke up an anti-
government rally in Mandalay,
Myanmar's second largest
eity, injuring at least seven
people and detaining 27, an
anti-government activist said

today, reports Reuter.

The Mandalay resident said
by telephone that about 1,000

protesters, mostly universily
students, had staged a rally
near the city’'s market on
Saturday to mark the fifth an-
niversary of the military coup
that Myanmar under the con-
trol of the State Law and Order
Restoration Council.

Viclence broke out when
soldiers stormed the site (o
disperse the crowd and hit

ters with clubs and gun
, he said,

The protesicrs moved their
rally to a hospiial where the
injured were being treated.
The rally contin late into

the night.

Myanmar state radio con-
firmed on Sunday night that
people had been injured and
detained, but said the crowd
had gathered after a car acci-
dent. It said the incident had
nothing to do with politics.

Two Somalis
shot dead

MOGADISHU, Sept 20:
ter-borne American sol-

diers shot and killed two Somalf
gunmen Monday after a
Pakistani peacckeeper was

wounded in a militla attack on }

UN forees, reports AP,

The fighting erupted alfter a
night of sporadic baitles, with
militlamen fAring mortars and
UN helicopters replying with
rockeis and 20mm fire.

UN t(roops, almosl
27 000 soldiers from 28 coun-
tries, were sent to help Somalia

recover from famine and ctvilwar!

International

Assad condemns Israeli-PLO peace accord

'Rabin pleads Arab states to |}

normalise ties with Israel

ALEXANDRIA (Egypt), Sept
20: Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin told Egyptian President
Hosnif Mubarak Syria was flout-
ing its peace talks with Israel by
supporting guerillas in Lebanon

and Damascus-based groups
opposed to an Israeli-PLO ac-
cord, reports Reuter.

A senior official travelling
with Rabin in Egypt on Sunday
said the [sraeli leader told
Mubarak in an hour-long pri-
vate meeting Syria must prove it
is serious about by first
changing its policy in Lebanon.

jectionist groups, stopped an
operation to deploy lhl:
Lebanese army in the south and
does not make any move to re-
strain the Hizbollah. This con-
tradicts negotiations for peace,”
the official, who asked not to be
identified, told rters.

Rabin appealed to the Arab
world to normalise relations
with Israel. end an economic
boycott and extend large-scale
financial and moral support for
a landmark agreement with the
PLO.

"We have done something.

Egyptian ident Hosni Huba (L) talks to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on the

"Syria gives refuge to 10 re-

We I':Ipfct not nnly to giw: hul

balcony of the Ras-Eltin palace in Alexandria Sept 19.

. ea

also to get in return and not
only I'mrn those who signed the
agreement,” said Rabin stand-
ing beside Mubarak at a news
conference.

Rabin's four-hour visit to the
glittery Egyptian presidential
place overlooking the harbour
in Alexandria was a push to
keep the peace momentum
alive.

Mubarak was publicly more
of optimistic on the Israeli-
Syrian peace talks.

"1 ha\r: great hopes that

agreements between the neigh-
buur‘ing cuunlr'h:u and Ilrncl

— AFP photo

will be concluded I.lthﬂuﬂl
there are still some difficulties,”
he said. :

Rabin said he expected Arab
statcs who have claimed for
decades the Israeli-Palestinian
problem was the crux of the
Middle East conflict to now

their attitudes and rela-

tionship with the Jewish state.

Mubarak assured Rabin that
most of the Arab world was
solidly behind the ment
with the PLO and viewed it as a
step forward: "It's enough for
us-hatred, bloodshed and
killing nnd using our revenues
for war."

Meanwhile AFP adds: Syrian

President Hafez al-Assad con-
demned the PLO-Israel auton- .

omy agreement in an interview
published here today but said
the prospects for peace had im-

Assad told the Egyptian daily
Al-Akhbar that the announce-

ment that Israel and the PLO

had reached nt on self-
rule starting in the Gaza Strip
and West Bank town of Jericho
was a "painful surprise” for
Syria.

It was ultimately "up to the
Palestinian people to decide”
and that was why Syria had not
formally "approved nor rejected”
the agreement, he said.

The leader ex
disappointment that the
Palestine Liberation
Organisation failed to coordi-
nate with Arab nations belore

entering into the peace deal.
The Svrian President also re-

iterated that Israel would have
to withdraw [rom the Golan
Heights seized in 1967 il it

wanted peace with Syria.

TBILISI (Georgia), Sept 20:
Georgian Jleader Eduard
Shevardnadze made a “cry from
the heart” Sunday, imploring
the world to save his small na-
tion from destruction in a

bloody civil war, reports AP.
He warned that heavy

_fighting in Georgla’s. Abkhazia

region could spread across the
Caucasus Mountains into
Russia to the north,

"I want the world to realise
that Abkhazia is the fuse by
means of which not only
Shevardnadze's Georgia, but
also Yeltsin's Russia are being
blown up.” he said, referring to
Russian President Borls Yeltsin.

Moscow cut electricity to
much of Abkhazia on Saturday
and pledged to keep it off until
the rebels stop the fighting that
has killed more than 2,000
people.

Russian Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin said
Sunday that Russia would
refuse to grant Abkhazia special

trndtt:rrmmdﬂnanr:hlcmd

its.
Shevardnadze issued his lat-

est plea from the city of
Sukhumi, the provincial capital
of Abkhazia under siege by
Abkhazian secparatists. He
vowed to .“g{u:ﬂr: there dﬂtﬂ:
shelling and that
killed 47 people and wounded
more than 450 in four days, the
Defence Ministry said.

Fighting continued Sunday
night despite a reported agree-
ment on withdrawal from
the region by both sides within
24 hours.

The latest flareup began
Thursday after Georgia with-
drew most of its soldiers from
the region under a July 27
peace agreement.

Shevardnadze said
Abkhazia’'s "betrayal” had gone
unpunished, despite his re-
quests for help from Yeltsin and
UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali,

"1 call again on Boris Yeltsin,

' Shevardnadze calls for
help to save Abkhazia

the UN Security Council and Mr
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, on all of
democratic Russia and the
world community —do not let
this monstrous crime happen.

Stop the execution of a small
country. Save my homeland and
my people,” Shevardnadze said
in a written appeal.

"Someone may say this is a
cry of despair. No! If it is a cry
at all, then it is a cry from my
heart and the heart of my peo-
ple, and | want it to be heard.” '

Russian Defence Minister
Pavel Grachev said Saturday in
Moscow that Shgvardnadze
wanted Russian troops to fight
on Georgla’'s side,

Grachev rvjccted that re-
quest, but said he had offered
to send two Russian divisions

and one brigade — a total of

several thousand men — to
separate the combatanis and

disarm both sides.
Shevardnadze said Georgia

was counting on supporl from

all other former Soviet rf:pubhts

President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani (R) welcomes Indian Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao at Tehran’s Mehrabad International Airport Monday. Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar

Velayati is seen in the centre.

— AFP photo

Sthanouk wants
throne without

coronation

PHNOM PENH, Sept 20:
Prince Norodom Sihanouk,
who will ascend the Cambo-
dian throne Friday, said today
he did not want any coronation
ceremony as he wanted to
democratise the monarchy and
avoid lavish expense, reports
AFP, '

In a fax address to his son
Ranariddh from Beijing where
he Is undergoing
treatment, the head of stalc

g P iy R s 2 B

interests.”

“In the interests of mod-
crnising and above all demo-
cratising” the monarchy, -the
only attributes of the monarchy
musl be the throne and the
‘Sveichhatre’ [ the Cambodian
royal umbrella), the prince
wrote. -

Sthanouk, who will be 71 at
the end of next month, also
asked that the king's and
queen's crowns as well as the
sacred sword, the symbol of
the monarchy, not be used
when he takes his oath of of-

v

dical

»
Rao arrives
-
in Tehran

TEHRAN, Sept 20: Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao arrived here today on a
groundbreaking three-day visit
aimed at boosting bilateral ties
and trade Jbetween the two
countries, reports AFP.

Rao, the first Indian
Premier to visit Iran since the
1979 Islamic revolution, was '
greeted at the airport by his
Iranian counterpart Al Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani.

The Prime Minister is ac-
companied by a high-level del-
egation which include the
Minister of State for External
Affairs R L Bhatia and Foreign

Secretary J N Dixit,
He i1s to meet Rafsanjani

later today and visit the shrine

ol Iran’s lale spiritual leader

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.
Rao is also expected during

his three-day visit to seck

Tehran's support for its mili-

tary operation against sepa-
ratist Muslim insurgents in the
northern state of Kashmir.

70 killed in
Punjab as
bus plunges

MAKATSAR, Sept 20 Army
divers Monday fished out a bus
that plunged into a canal in the
northwestern state of Punjab
with at least 70 passengers, re-
ports AP.

« Policeman Teja Singh who
off the bus before 1t fell
inte the Ra i:;n Canal
Sunday was survivor,
offictals said. Singh s B-yecar old
sOn was the dead .
sadd the driver lost
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Western democracy slowly taking place in Gulf states

arc stateleas Ar.bs called
“bedouin” or foreign labourers.

ABU DHABI, Sept 20: They
may have tight security al-
liances with the United States,

and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) have in recent months
-m“

political

structures.
In deoing so, the clannish,

indigent tribal o hies that
were catapulted into the 20th
century with their ofl wealth,
could be making important
transitions to modern monar-
chies.

International human rights
groups are impatient with the
slow transition to democracy in
the Gulf, which they say is still
insular and cautious to change.

new Shura [(Consultative
a direct

Council) is
descendant n; King 'l:"rlhd'n fa:

ther, the late King Abdel-Aziz
who created Saudi Arabia in the
1993,

Senjor members of the royal
family have traditionally con
trolled the country's vast ofl
wealth, its huge foreign assets
and fts political, financial and
military affaira,

The Shura will not have for-
mal powers, and will include
five member from the religious
establishment, 30 holders of
doctorates, members of large
tribes, from the
Shi‘fte minority, retired and
serving military officers and
some senior government offi-

clals.
Diplomats say this could not

only assure the west democrati-

sation is taking place, but also

stop long-serving Saud! minis-
ters from massing too much
power.

Saudi Arabia, home to
Islam’s two holiest shrines, is
governed by strict Sharia laws
that stipulates beheading con-
victed murderers, rapists and
drug smugglers and enforeing
the Islamic dress code in public
for women.

In neighbouring Kuwait,
people have en unprece-
dented freedoms after the war,
Kuwaitis were given the right to
have their say In the govern-
ment's Jocal and foreign policy
and to establish 1ndscpcnd-:nl
human rights groups.

But Kuwaitis want more
freedom in a country where only
about B0,000 men who can
trace thetr ancestry in the coun-
try to 1920 are allowed o vote
or sit in parllameni, all others

Jaber Al
promised
democracy after liberation, but
his family still holds the reins of
power, even though opposi-
tion won 36 of the 50 legisla-
Lives seals in elections
October.

The revived Kuwaiti parlia-

ment, which compriscs radical
intellectuals and secular fig-
ures, has always been at log-
gerheads with the ruling Al-
Sabah family.

The Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh
Ahmed Al Sabah,
parliamentary

the
last

In the UAE, President Sheikh

Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan re-
vived the country
National Council (FNC) to boost
democracy and make leaders

's Federal

The FNC was created in

1971, making the UAE the sec-

Emirates that make up the
UAE, and are chosen by ap-

dominated FNC are restricted to

Oman and Qatar, have also
grnduﬂy liberalised their gov-
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CALIFORNIA: Actor Tom Skerritt (L) and actress Kathy

Baker pose with the Emmy Awards they won for Best Actor
and Actress in a Drama Series for their roles in “Picket
Fences” Sept 19. Tluuhuw.lnumqnﬂutﬂnmhngﬂrm
Series. — AFP photo

Singapore male hot commodity

for Asian women

SINGAPORE: The Singapore male has become a hot com-
modity for husband-seeking Asian women from Indonesia to
Japan, a local newspaper said , reports AFP,

The English language Sunday Times said that five major
matchmaking it contacted reported a boom in the
number of foreign women, especially Asians, signing up for
Singapore husbands,

And, according to official figures, the number of Sr'lw
men g foreign women shot up from 1988 in 1987 o
4,462 last year. .

Officials of matchmaking agencies said they expect such
marriages to rise further because hundreds of foreign women
have registered to marry Singaporeans.

“Cultural similarities, looks, money and education are the
main attractions aside from a more prngnnti:uxhjm p:dpm'h
for women keen on migrating to Singapore,” paper

The paper said many Singapore men with low educational
qualifications were keen on marrying foreigners because they
did not want to wed locals with higher qualifications than them-
selves.

Tham Kwami Fong who runs a mate agency, said
forcign women made up almost 40 per cent of women on hgr
register.

“Most of them prefer Singaporeans because they think they
are better looking, better educated and have more money. Many
girls also see it as their chance to migrate to Singapore,” she
said.

UAE orders British couple
to leave for adultery

SHARJAH: The Islamic Court of on Sunday ordered
the nflnunmhdﬂrltllhmﬂ!whul'-dlp-
a one sentence for adultery, reports AP.
mﬁmuﬂmmm Peter and Yvonne Wade's sentence to
thrun:tjl;uuﬂthmmmmnmdcm-mﬂmmph‘l
" The Wades, who were jailed briefly in August after a lower
court convicted them of adultery, cntrgtdunﬂmlﬁ'nmth:

closed court session.
'Iumutyhippythmurtdﬂ:ﬂndnnlytumdﬂmrdepﬂ-

tatfon,” said Peter Wade, a 4 1-year-old helicopter pilot,

Yvonne, 28 ﬂidlhewmﬂdlppulﬂtdepmhﬂnnnrdﬂm
Wades' lxwycr Hafez Tahboub, said they have a month to file an
appcal with the central appeals court in Abu Dhabi, capital of
the United-Arab Emirates.

Law invalidating mﬂrriages
-of AIDS patients voided

SALT LAKE CITY : A Utah law that invalidated the marriages
of peoplé with AIDS was voided by a federal judge at the request
of two families and the state itself, reports AP,

US District Judge Aldon J Anderson ruled Friday that the
1987 law violated the federal Americans With Disabilities Act
and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

The disabilities act says a public entity may not discriminate
againsi a person with a physical or mental impairment limiting
major life activities.

Attorney Brian Barnard sued in July on behalfl of two mar-
ried couples and their children, who would be considered illeght-
imate if the parents’ unions were voided. The women had con-
tracted the virus before their marriages,

Gov Mike Leavitt and Atterney General Jan Graham-agreed
the law was probably invalid, but they didn't want to make the
admission in court. They did agree to block enforcement of the
law until the next legislative session, but Barnard said that

“These are sick people,” he said. “They might die at any
time.... We said we would vigerously pursue the suit.”

The women had feared that an insurance would
take advantage of the statute and refuse to pay health
in the event of their deaths and that their families’ claims to
their retirement benefits would be disqualified.

. 'wasn't enough.

Lankan military
bomb playground:
ond GCC country to introduce a 15 killed -
parliamentary system alter COLOMBO, Sept 20: Military
Kuwait. Its members are drawn | slanes bombed a
pro tely from (e seven | horthern Shri Lanka whess

guerillas had put on a play,
kiling at lcast 12 civillans and

pointment rather than election. three rebels, ravelers said
Recently, there have been | Monday, AP,

calls to liberalise this system as About 50 people were in-

well. The powers of elite- | jured in the attack Saturday

issuing recommendations to the | | anka's Tamil minority said on
government. conditon of after
Although it was scl up more returning frem area of
than 20 years ago, the UAE is | Colombo
still run by an interim constitu The Tamil rebels, who have
tion, which s extended every | been for 10 years for
five years by the rulers of the | gn t homeland in
Emirates whe from the | northerm and ecastern Shei
Supreme Federal Council. Lanka, put en such plays t

The other two GCC stales. | maintain people’s support for

P More Than 18,000

have been killed in ri
Lanka's Tamil separatist war,

structures by creating
ive bodics.




