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Dhaka, Tuesday, September 21, 1993

It's a Shame

One student was killed and forty wounded,
when a systematic and brutal attack was carried
out in four residential halls of the Rajshahi
University (RU). This attack is widely attributed
to the Chhatra Shibir, the student wing of the
Jamaat. In apparent reprisal, violence broke out
in many towns, leading to two more deaths In
Khulna. This le of violence and counter-vio-
lence is a result of the government's failure to
clean the campuses of the terrorist elements.
This newspaper had joined its voice with many
others in demanding that the government take
the stermest of measures against all those who
terrorise other students in the universitiesand
colleges throughout the country, Just the other
day, the health minister gave a shameful catalogue
of failures as a result of which six medical col-
leges of the country were forced to remain
closed for long periods during the last six months.

The incident at RU is much more insidious,
and as such, worthy of looking deeply into. O
last February, three students were killed an
hundreds injured when a five-hour-long gunbattle
ensued between the supporters of the Islami
Chhatra Shibir and fts rivals. From then, till now,
we are unaware ol any steps that the government
took to bring the culprits of that incident to book.
Containing campus violence has been the BNP
overnment's single biggest [aiflure. It springs
me the PM's refusal to take any stern action
against student terrorists. At one stage she took
a bold step in dismissing the central commiitee
of her students wing and arresting the general
secretary. That move gave us all hope for a serious
assault on campus violence. But unfortunately the
move was prematurely halted, reportedly on the
advice of her party stalwarts who apparently con-
vinced her of the folly of her tnu%h action against
these ‘useful elements’. Since then, the govern-
ment's policy has been one of ‘turning the other
wag', when student violence occurs.

unday's incident also raises some serious
questions about the role of the police. As has been
reported, the RU incident was a sequel to the clash
occurring earlier at the Rajshahi College near the
Sonadighi area. Tense situation was prevailing in
the city, and some sort of clash on the campus
was anticipated. So why did not the police take
necessary precautionary measures to prevent the
outburst that took place? Some police contin-
ents were reportedly placed in the campus area.
at did these contingents do? What were their
orders? It is not only in the case of the RU; here,
in Dhaka too, we have seen the police on duty
look the other way when rival student groups engage
with each other in gunbattles, or violent clashes.

Eye witnesses, and those who have survived
the attack, have identified the student wing of
the Jamaat as the perpetrators of Sunday's reign
of terror on the RU campus. Similar claim was
also made last February. We think that serious in-
vestigative work by our intelligence services and
the CID should probe into these claims and
prove or disprove them, as the case may be.
Continuation of these claims, and the refusal
the government to efther clear the air or punis
the culprits ereate unnecessary confusion in the
-pusaMc mind and feed suspicion about a collusion,
or of the incapability on the part of the government.

We would like to clearly state that it ts the re-
sponsibility of the government to ensure law and
order. To do so, legal mechanism exists which
empowers the authorities to undertake any action
as they may deem fit. To further strengthen the

government’'s hand the Anti-Terrorism Act was
passed last year, which gives sweeping powers to

the police. So the question is, why with so much
legal authority behind it. the government is so
hesitant in moving against known campus terror-
ists? The patent answer that some ‘vested quar-
ter’ is harbouring the terrorists is no longer ac-
ceptable. It is the government's duty to ose
all such ‘quarters’ and put the culprits. behind
bars. According to the latest reports, ten students
have been arrested in connection with the RU
killing, A swift and effective interrogation of this
group should reveal the game plan of the attack-
ers. which appears to be quite elaborate.

Asia's No to Pesticides

The long-raging chemical war in the paddy-
fields of Asia had produced mass casualties: de-
struction of harvest, environmental degradation,
health hazards to both the appliers of the toxic
chemicals and their consumers. Sa thus, the
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) goes
on to observe that the chemical tide has been
turned in Asia — by proving to farmers and gov-
ernments that they can reap benefits by not
dousing their fields with insecticides and pesticides.

This must sound like a fairy tale to every caring
citizen of Bangladesh. A sense of unreality %rlps
the mind as one reads on and takes in the lacts
that after subsidizing insecticides every year to
the tune of 15 million US dollars, Indonesia woke
up to the folly and banned 57 brands of such
chemicals in 1986 raking in a 15 per cent rise in
rice production as a result, The good fairy van-
quishing the demon of pesticides has been iden-
tified as the FAO's Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
programme, launched by the Indonesian government.

How can the farmer fight the pests in his
paddy field without those handy weapons pro-
duced and marketed by giant wesiern multina-
tionals? Those weapons undo rather than help
the farmer. For, as surely as they kill the pests,
the chemicals also kill very effectively all their
natural predators — the snalils, frogs and fish. The
pests come back with a vengeance adaptlll_:g e-
netically to the chemical challenge to fi he
fields swept clean of their enemies. And yield of
crop starts falling sharply.

IPM-Asia's top man Peter Kenmore, while re-
cently brie an international conference, has
said that ‘'along with Indonesia, Vietnam,
Bangladesh and the Philippines are taking well to
the IPM concept which emphasizes teaching
farmers n%ht in their own fields'. Kenmore must
have been led on a palatable fare from Bangladesh

but we are so far absolutely in the dark about any
anti-pesticide campaign hlttuag the paddy fields
of this nation. Farmers here do believe the pesti-
cides to be some godsent manna. And perhaps ev-
g:mr: thtgillmnds of hccfircu under paddy are
ing brought under pesticide coverage every season.

Trflig: pesticide business will continue to flourish
here at the cost of both environment and our
paddy if only because it fattens the assets of some
trading houses. The reason why the IPM has had
a phenomenal uul;chm mm% iimhc
government s straightaway e es
and matcl;ﬁtng the action with :dnﬁtgc-ﬂeld !t.itl:fchd
ing. Only after our government ave em
the Jakarta Er{urmancc. can one hope the IPM

to take off in h meaningfully.

Jahangirnagar University pas-
sed a resolution expelling a

student. His offence : snatch-
ing of a tender box. The stu-

| dent in n was in the
otastagh geore g
examination, in t, near the
end of it.

On July 29, the date fixed
for the election of teacher rep-
resentatives to the Syndicate,
JUCSU organises a violent

test of students. A proces-
#P':n starts from the south end
(faculty of social science
building) of the campus. There

are some masked men among

the processionists. Many carry
stafls and sticks. On way to the
University club, the venue of
the election, they are on the
ram in several bufldings.
The assaylt on the teachers
takes place near the Club.
Teachers hold = a protest
meeting later in the day, meet
the Vice-Chancellor, and de-
mand his resignation, mainly
for his faflure to obtain police
help.

August 1-7, wuniversity
teachers wear black badge, in
protest over government's
mysterious silence and inac-
tion;

August B, teachers, officers
and in a rare show
of solidarity, ebserve a full
day's abstention from work,
followed by August 21-26, one
hour's abstention from work;

September 5, all university
teachers' observe full day

This outburst by Robert
Mugabe, President of
lves good friends of Africa-
iked and trusted because
has never been a colo-
nial power.

But recently Canada
been under fire for its actions
not only in Zimbabwe but also
in Tanzania, Ethiopia and
and it is ¢ to a

|

T
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icy, and particularly in
its partners for development
appointed

new Prime Minister,
Campbell, in June, he lost no
time in putting these views into

action.
In mid-August he called on
Ibrahim

Nigeria's General

cratic civilian government, free
of military interference and ac-
ceptable to the Nigerian people.”

He added: "The continuing

maneuvering on interim ar-

rangements and the harsh
crackdown on human rights

leaders and the free indi-
cate that this has not
heeded.” _

Sangsad Discusses the JU Crisis

Al a time when students, teachers, officers and employees were working unitedly to build the univervity as
one free from session-jam, organised terrorism struck at its root. Not only the general students, the

administration itself became a hostage to this terrorist circle.?

University Teachers'
Associations organises another
full day's abstention from work
and a silent procession be-
cause there is no 'sincere and

sitive response’ 1o the
tpcu&chcr:' d-.-nr:ndn from the
government.

The above chronelogy of

events is an b lete record
of happenings. It is based on
the Memorandum addressed
to the Prime Minister and
submitied to her by the
Federation. Whoever drafted
the Memorandum deserves our
full praise : it is factual; 1t al:
lows facts to speak for them-
selves. It does not mince mat-
ters. It tells the Prime
Minister in clear terms that
the offenders — JUCSU and
the rabble they led — are all
her men and they all gave their
war cry in her name. It tells
her that it is some of her min-
isters who have been providing
shelter to the accused, and
some of these facts are in pub-
lic knowledge. It draws a vivid
picture of the various forms of
lawlessness to which university
administration has been sub-
jected at Jahangirnagar and
elsewhere. Some of these are
worth mentioning, and here |
can do no better than give an
English version of a passage
from the Memorandum:

"At a time when students,
teachers, officers and employ-
ees were working unitedly to
build the university as one [ree
from session-jam, organised
terrorism struck at its root.
Not only the students,
the administration itself be-
came a hostage to this terror-
ist circle. To put up barricades
on the highway on the slight-
est plea so that they can force
passing vehicles into the cam-
pus and extort money from the
owners, to snaich tender

Canada under Fire in A

boxcs, to demand freedom of
copying in the examination
hlE’ to demand the class and
the pesition of their cholce
(and not as per examination
norms and rules,) te enjoy freec
food at the canteen, to extort
commission from contractors,
to loot their implements, to
force students to enrol them-
selves as their party cadre, to
declare as undesirable and ban
the entry into campus of those
who refuse to submit, — the
list of the misdeeds of this ter-
rorist circle is not exhausted
here. It is due to them that the
university's academic, admints-
trative and financial discipline
came to a point of collapse.
Further, they reduced the ad-
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Federation certainly is, repre-

sentating university teachers
across the country, will make
such allegations lightly without
being confirmed of the truth of
the charges?

For a month and a hall, the
Federation leaders have done
their best to mowve the gov-
ernment into doing what a re-
sponsible government is ex-

to do in a situation like
this. In this they have met with
a very limited success, so lim-
ited indeed that there is

any consolation in ft. It
took full ten days for the gov-
ernment to signily its knowl-
edge of the incident.
Meanwhile, a case was filed by
Q. heading the list
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mission procedure of the uni-
versity o something meaning-
less. They forced oul really
meritorious candidates for
admission by lerrorising them
on gun-point; sold services for
admission of the undeserving
or to obtain admission for rela-
tions, [riends and party-work-
ers; secured admission for
candidates drawn from the
bottom of the waiting list.”
One wonders whether this
is the picture of a university or
that of Adamjee Jute Mills un-
der the complete sway of con-
firmed criminals operating
under the shelier of so-called
tragde unions. The picture may
look lurid, and the one-man
Enquiry ‘Commission will do
well to satisfy itsell about the
truth or otherwise of the
charges. .
at will outsiders think of
this picture! Is it concetvable
that a responsible body, as the

of the accused in the casc filed
the Registrar on the inci-
dent of July 29, against ten

teachers of the university. *

Reportedly the case was filed
not in person, but by post, fif-
teen days after the event “at
the instance of higher authori-
ties'; ten teachers now stand
charged with having criminally
assaulted some students |

The Speaker, as | said at
the beginning, has done well
in allowing time for a full-scale
Sangsad debale. As many as
twenty-one Opposition mem-
bers spoke on Lhe 15th and
seven members from the
Treasury benches spoke i(n
reply to the charges levelled
against the government.
Opposition members, in their
turn, did not spare the author-
ities, including the police, for
their inaction and worse. Some
speakers made it perfectly
c that t believed that

Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

even pointing to Sugandha, the
Prime ‘Minister's office, as
their sanctuary. | am not aware
that a charge
damaging as this was chal-
le by a government
5 man. The most interest-
ing defence came, expectedly
enough, from the honourable
Information Minister,
medley .of denials assurances,
and a typically blunt attack on
a particular teacher, without
naming him, whose personal
ambition and [rustration he
considered
cause of all the troubles. The
Home Minister was more cir-
cumspect. He stopped short of
naming the
responsible, “to say anything
that
Enquiry
he did say was enough to point
an accusing finger to the
teachers. One thing came out
quite clearly : a shared belief in
government
teachers are Eﬂty — perhaps

as serious and as

to be the root

person or persons

might influence the
committee.” But what

quarters that lhc

guilty — of en-

gaging in politics. One speaker
— the Home Minister — de-

clared the
to amend the '73 Act,
thereby put

University politics. In saying
so, he evidently overshot his

government’s plan
and

an end to

mark, and gave away some-
thing which may embarrass
the government. This is a sen-
sitive topic, and he might have
known that. There was a ten-

dency, in the Treasury bench

speeches, to depict the con-
flict as one in which the
teachers and the students

were the unIE parties, the
government ng nothing to
do

two
with it. The position
S¥ , one and all, not ex-
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For over 30 years Africa

n countries have perceived Canada as a friend they could trust.

'But in recent month that goodwill has received a blow. In Zimbabwe tension has risen over

the issue of land reforms. Canadian aid to Tanzania and Ethiopi

a has been virtually

stopped. And Canadian peacekeeping soldiers in Somalia are under investigation for
killing innocent Somalis. These developments have strained Canada’s relations with

Africa.

' PRIME MINIS TER KIM CAMPBEL L
Cutes aid fo Aica.

.Buttjr had further concerns
when the Zimbabwe govern-

ment passed the Land
Act and moved to
start expropriating five million

hectares of commercial farm-
land for resettling peasant
farmers. 3

Under instructions,

Canada's High Commissioner to
Zimbabwe, Charles DBassett,

Sprotested in private conversa-

| Letters. for publication in these columns should be

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

" PLO and Israeli
accord

Sir, The peace agreement
signed between the Palestiniar
Liberation Organisation and
Israel is an achievement that |
didn’t think | would see in my
lifetime. It has been the fruit
from the seed sowed by two
great leaders of our time
Anwar Sadat and Jimmy
Carter. The little step they
took in Camp David has re-
sulted in the giant leap of the
signing of this ment on
the lawn of the White House
which | am sure will see the
end of distrust, of the
innocents and hardship of the
millions. This is the day of
awake for a new era m::
world peace and harmony
struggle against fundamen-
talism the world over

:
:

great beginning

| am that our in-
tellectuals and progressive
leaders have not welcomed

this great achievement in an

so that
reco
the nation of lsrael. .ﬁhﬂer all,

lest we forget, back in 1971
during our struggle against the
Pakistani atrocities Israel also
who was one of the first na-
tions to come forward in our

support.

Akku Chowdhury
West Nakhalpara.
Posting of Govt.
employees

Sir, About 2400 teachers
were ap ted in 1991 and
'92 in . schools of the
country. Most of them were
pollen? in their respéctive
zones. It may be mentioned
here that the country has been
divided into eight zones, each
of the old four divisions being
bifurcated. The zones are
ur, Rajshahi, -Mymen-
Dhaka, Sylhet, Chitta-

gong, Barisal and Khulna.
Surprisingly , sbme of
the teachers have been posted

as distant from their home

district as possible! For exam-
le, some Chittagong people
ave been
Panchagarh and
Furthermore,
course

vice versa.
somec

_posted In

tion to a minister that the sys-
tem was unfair since the mostly
white commercial farmers were
not to be given the right of ap-
peal if the government-fixed
price for their land was set ludi-
crously low.
Soon afterwards Robert
's outburst was carried
on national television. The
Zimbabwe papers chimed in

too, calling Bassett "a racist

bigot”.
What had enraged Mugabe

was a decision in Ottawa to

postpone a visit to Canada of
Zimbabwe's Trade Minister, who
wanted to drum up private in-

vestment in his country. The
visit, which was being paid for
by Canada, had been postponed
twice before. This time the ra-

son given was "the unceriainty

expressed by potential Canadi-

an investors about the inves-
tment climate in Zimbabwe."

it was easy for Zimbabwe's

leaders to read between the

lines. Canadian officials and
businessmen think that expro-
tion of half the commercial
land for peasant rczcitle-

failed to avail of this opportu-
nity. What is their fault?

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed | Perhaps the main deficiency(?)
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

in them i{s not to come to
terins, if any, otherwise! How
much time should the drmo-
cratic 'nt lapse to size
the power of the Education
Directorates of using Dhaka al-
legedly, as their milching cow?

Over 1B00 Govt. college
teachers are going to be ap-
pointed very soon. The
Honourable Prime Minister is
fervently requested through
these columns to keep an
eye to this so that the Govt.
employees including the col-
lege teachers are not posted in
exchange of any material gain,
There is no logic behind post-
ing of employecs remote from
their home districts. They may
better be posted in their own
district as far as possible so
that they can serve the country
with less anxiety. Only the ad-
ministrators may be posted in

., districts other than their own

for the cause of strictness in
avoiding fear or favour. They
should also not be harassed by
being posted very distantly.

Md Abdus Sattar Molla
SME, IER, DU.

Use jute bags

Sir, Polythene bags are
harmful to our environment
and health. We need to replace
those with jute bags which are

pollution free.
We would request our pub-

lic sector and private sector
entreprencurs to kindly manu-

ment will be disastrous for the

economy.
They point to the fact that

the original resettlement
scheme, n after indepen-
dence in 1980, has largely been
a failure. Only 55,000 families
out of an intended 162,000
have ever received land, and
more than one million hectares
of land to be resettled is still
unused.’' In contrast the 5,000
commercial farmers generate
over a quarter of Zimbabwe's
foreign exchange earnings.

So them'!'iﬂ: Hiniulrr'tﬂ: would
probably got response
from Canadian businessmen
just now. But, oddly, there was
a delegation of the Canadian
Exporters Association in Harare
soon after his ﬂ-l; was

tponed. For good relations,
Eut:nn might have been better
advised to go through the
motions of hosting the Trade
Minister, even if the fishing trip
produced no catch. .

Meanwhile Tanzania and
Ethiopia, two of the world's
poorest countries, discovered

that Canada was cutling ofl

facture low cost, light, thin
and durable jute bags of variety
of sizes for variety of use.

If we start meeting our day-
to-day domestic requirements
with jut¢ bags we would not
only be able to give a fresh
lease of life to our moribund

" jute industry but we would

also encourage and motivate
people of different foreign
countries to discard the

harmful polythene bags and to
replace those with our golden
fibre jute for the better sake of

environment.

let us use and popularise
jute bags from today.

- O H Kabir

Dhaka- 1203,

Cabinet reshuffle

Sir, A minor reshuffle in the

"Cabinet on 14-8-83 has disap-
pointed all in the opposition
and many in the government.

To generate life, action and

dynamism in the activities of
the statecraft, a major reshuffle
is overdue. Two-and-hall-years

time to in-
o s et

- effictency.

Ifwe want to mean busi-

ﬂﬂunﬂhﬁﬁm.ﬂrﬂn{
corrupt, inefficient and old folks
if any, soon te facilitate infusion

of new blood in our
SCArce resources and
] i

As a of the public |

want action, better action and
quick action by the concerned

minister's integrity and

virtually all aid. Ten African
ambassadors and high conumis-
sioners did the unprecedented
thing of appearing in a lo
protest against the cuts in front
of a parliamentary committee.
Canada has since restored aid
worth about $10 million to
Tanzania, but a friendship built
up over thirty years has been
strained.

Finally, in Somalia, the
1,250 Canadian troops who
swealed it outl on peacekeeping
duty for six months have re-
turned home under a cloud.
The valuable work they did re-
pairing bridges, roads and
schools has been almost forgot-
ten in a scandal over the beat-
ing to death of a Somali on
March 16. Four soldiers from
the Canadian Airborne regiment
are to stand trial for his mur-
der

A military board of inquiry
into this and other incidents in
Somalia published a report in
September that reveals deep-
seated problems of racism,
heavy drinking and lack of dis-
cipline.
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decision maker in the govern-
ment. .

" Secondly, creation of a new
Ministry of Science and Te-

chnology has disappointed us at
the time when we need to re-

ministries in relation

to their functions and co-ordi-

nation and to reduce the num-

ber of ministries for much

and desired ef-

of fon making

processes and co-ordinated

implementation of pro-
grammes.

Md Fazlul Haque
Uttar~, Dhaka

Whylmﬂogmdf@r

Sir, Michael Jansen's com-

mentary from Tunis headlined
"Why the PLO Opted for Peace”
(Star Sep. 14) did not give any

indication as to why Israel also
opted for

problem with the Western-

| environment of reces-
in the industrialized -

sion
countries? '
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peace. This is the

lie 0 this pretension

The best commment of all, in
my judgemen! was made
that veteran P.djamentasian,
Mizanur Rahman C L
The crime commiticd, he said,
by our young students was
g:! indeed, but graver was

crime of those who spoke
in defence or in extenuation of
Mcrﬂhﬂﬂ%,

Maulana Nizami's was a two-
pronged comment. He r_l,
rubbed it in when he satd that
the government was in an
awkward position because of
the party-affiliation of the of-
fenders, and he quickly added
to say that the whole thing was
a conspiracy of deliberately
creating a situation on the
campus that would our
boys to seek admission in
India. This may not be a word-
for-word report of what he
sadd but | believe this was the
scnse of what he said.

And finally, | will give Full

marks to Mr. Shahjahan Siraj
for uttered the ultimate

truth, a truth I have been
propagating during the past
few months in my own humbile
way. Terrorism will remain as
long as student nrcntuﬁmu
continue to be affiiate bodies
of political parties.

There may not be any im-
mediate and concrete result of
the debate but whe knows.
Quite a few government
spokesmen held out a
that offenders will be appre-
hended; that it was just a ques-
tlon of time: that criminals will
be treated as criminals and not
s E-.rty men; that teachers
could feel fully secure as and
when they returned to their
work. The most straightfor-
ward and apparently the sin-
cerest speech came from
Works Minister Rafiqul lslam
Mia : no aspersions, innuen-
dos, no barbed attacks; a call
for a consensus, a call for ac-’
tion to the Home Minister and
a call to everyone to stand
against terrorism so that con-
fidence is restored and teach-
ers can return to work. He
sounded the right note and
this should not go in vain.

The inquiry disclosed that
some soldiers were fined 81,000
for the "accidental discharges”
of their guns. An unarmed
Somali was shot dead on March
4, but nobody has been charged
with the killing.

Troops of other countries,
Belgium and Nigeria among
them, have been even more
trigger-happy. And some blame
may rest with the US General
Robert Johnson, who forbade
the use of tear-gas, with the re-
sult that troops who could not
control c¢rowds with batons
have had o resort to rifle fire,

But in Canada the scandal
has “made wider be-
causé Kim Campbell' was
Defence Minister at the time of

the two killings.,

politicians ﬁu"ﬁdm
know why the news of the
deaths was not made public for

two weeks. :
Recently Canadians learned
that the family of one of the
Somali victims was secretly paid
$ 15,000, or the value of 100
camels (the Somalis’ trdtﬂ;:%l
blood-money), while Cam ‘
mmmhrhldﬁﬂﬁp
of the party, to become Prime
Minister. -
While she is not directly be-
ing accused of a cover-up, the
incidents are likely to hurt her
credibility as she leads the
Conservatives into an election
on October 25. One journalist
unkindly misspelt her name.
Kim Camel. —GEMINI NEWS

CLYDE SANGER is a _former
Director of Information at the
Commonwealth Secretariat. A

in Britain, Africa and .
the UN for the Guardian and the
Economist, he has lived in
Canada since 1967’
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- Those who keep a close tab
on the global press must have
noted that it was becoming a
big burden for Israel over the
years to maintain its military
deterrent pose in constant
state of readiness and the huge
allocations to defence over the
years was telling and becom-
ing a financial strain; coupled
with the fact of decreasing ex-
port market, with no signs of_
decrease in imports. The im-
pact of the recession was star-
ing Israel in the face, calling
for some drastic steps to stem
the bleeding hostilities with
the Arabs for several decades
[or the 100 years war as the
propaganda machine of the
west loves to call it now).

Big industrialized nations
are facing the h of reces-
sion (wheén ‘recession” reaches
the level of “depression” ac-
cording to the wesiern mas-
ters who lay down the world
standards!), so it is unbeliev-
able that a tiny country lke
Isracl would be able to solve
her financial problems tackling
the “"terrorists” [a western
coinage) year after year.

Look closely at the state of
financial he of a few coun-
tries, regions or industrial gi-

ants : Australia, New Zealand,

UK, South Africa, Franee,
Western One-Europe, the CIS,
Japan, IBM, General Motors,
Mercedes Benz. How Israel



