National Professor Nurul Islam speaking at a press

e

conference of the IAHS held at the Jatiya Press Club in the

city
Siddiqui is also seen.

y. One of the patrons of the JAHS Noor-e Alam

— Star photo

BRTC staff to be halved.,
Jatiya Sangsad told

The Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation (BRTC)
incurred a loss of about Tk
280.95 crore since its inception
in 1961 till last July, Co-
mmunications Minister Col
(Rtd) Oli Ahmed informed par-
hament yesterday, reports UNB.

Re to a question from
Mizanur Rahman Manu [AL),
the minister said certain steps
and plans were taken to bring
down the loss. _

According to the plan, the
minister said, the state-run
corperation stafl would be
nearly halved to 1890 from
3509. Already, 1163 people
were relieved through voluntary
retirement programme and an-
other 63 went on normal re-
tirement. The total strength of
the corporation stands at 2283,
he added.

Ol Ahmed said import of 30
double-decker buses had been
finalised under the Annual
Development Programme, and
the buses are expected to reach
county this month,

Besides, the authorities also
took steps like closing “down
more bus dipots. Four out of 19
depots in the city have already
been closed down to cut ex-
penscs and coach services in
six routes where buses were
running at loss also stopped,
the minister said.

Replying to another question
from Shamsul Hague (AL}, the
minisier said 146 buses of the
corporation were now running
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Country to export

18 lakh bales of jute

The country is expected to
export 18 lakh bales of jute in
the current financial year and
earn about Tk 336 crore, the
Jute Minister told parltament.

Replying to Mirza Azam of
Awami League, Brig (Rid)
Hannan Shah said the govern-
ment had plans to set up 125
jute purchasing centres this
year. Of them, 103 centres have
been opened and the remaining
22 will be opened soon.

To a supplementary, he said
at the initial stage of the cur-
rent jute season, the govern-
ment had recetved orders of ex-
porting 3 lakh bales of raw jute.

ter ‘sedd ' the country was ex-
pected to 40 to 45 lakh
bales of jute this season. The
government mills and jute pur-
chasing centres have bought
more than 12 lakh maunds of

jute.

Plan for 64 km-long

railway track

The government has a plan
to construct 64 km-long double
metre puﬁ‘rlihuy track from
Tong! to Bhairab Bazar.

Replying to a question from
Latifur Rahman {Jamaat), the
minister said the plan would be
implemented as soon as neces-
sary fund is available.

In reply to another question
from Joinul Abedin Hazar (AL),
the minister said 58] raill acct
dents had taken place since
January | till August this year,
kiling 14 people and injuring
64.

A total of Tk B0 000 was
given as compensation to the
members of 8 familics of those
who were killed and Tk
1.01.800 to 20 lamilies of those
ﬂ::d in the accidents, he

Tk 32 lakh spent
for Zia Uddyan

The mment has speni
Taka 32.39 lakh for prescrva
tion and beautification of the
*Zia Uddyan®, situated al the

Sher-c-Bangla Nagar here

Notice

Our regular feature Dhaka
Day by Day could not be pub
lished today due to space con

straint, Inconvenience is re
|E-und.

Light rain likely

By Staff Correspondent
The sky will remain cloudy over coastal regions and partly
cloudy elsewhere over the country
Light to moderate main of thundershowers accompanied by

lemporary gusty wind is likely to oecur at a few places over
Khulna Barisal divisions and at one or two places over Dhaka

Chinago
Met

changed over the couniry.
The country s

and Rajshahi divisions.
e forecasts day temperature may remain nearly un-

highest temperature of 36 8 degrees Celsius

was recorded in Kutubdia while lowest of 22.5 degrees Celsius

was recorded in Jessore
The sun scts
Wednesday) at 547 am.

The maxtmum and minimum tempe

yesterday. i
(Tuesday] at 5:56 pm and rises tomorrow

ratures and maximum

and mirdmum relative humidity of some major cities and towns
of the country recorded yesterday are:

Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degrees Celsius peroentage
Max Min B am 6 pm
Dhaka 32.7 26.2 76 73
Chittagong 31.0 26.0 23 K2
Ragshadhi 29.1 26 6 90 HE
Khalna 318 24.8 93 -
Barisal 31.2 25.0 87 75
[Anagprar 33.2 270 78 83
Sy thet 33.8 26.3 78 93
Cox's Bazar - 260 78 -

sponsors refuted
By Staff Correspondent

Chairman of the Institute of
Applied Health Sciences (LAHS)
National Professor Nurul Islam
yesterday refuted allegations of
irregularitics against the spon-
sors ol the IAHS terming those
to be propaganda by a section
of misguided peaple.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence ot the Jaliya Press Club,
he announced that the [AHS —
a private medical college based
in Chittagong — would never be
dissolved but function uvnder
the newly-formed private Uni-

versity ol Science and
Technology (UST].
The press conference by the

National Professor followed alle-
gations by a section of
guardians of the students of the
IAHS on Aygust 5,

The guardiahs, in a press
conference accused the spon-
sors of the IAHS of running a
“non-existent” private medical
college without affiliation to the
Chittagong University.,

Prof Islam lauded the pre-
sent government's decisfon to
open private universities in the

thorities had tried their best to
recetve affillation which was de-

nied by the Chitlagong
University despite re ap-
peals.

Prof Nurul Islam pointed out
that the efforts to affiliate the
IAHS' with the Chittagong
University were not approved by
the then government and un-
:j:ccenlnry debate was rafsed

espite three inspection reports
by the university. i

The Chittagong University
decided to formulate the statute
and ardinance om October 1,
1991 — 30 months after the
opening of the IAHS, he said,

“We have tried to fulfil all the
terms but efforts were made to
tarnish our image by not
affiliating the IAHS,” he added.

Vice Chairman of the JAHS
governing body Prof Muha-
mmad All and one of the
patrons of the private medical
college Nure-e-Alam Siddiqui
were, among others, present at
the press conference.

. Launched on May
the IAHS

13, 1989,
the first MBBS

Metropolitan
Allegations against IAHS

Biswas, Khaleda
greet President,
PM of Malta

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has [elicitated Dr
Vincent Tabine, MD, President
of the Republic of Malta on the

eccasion of {ts national day,
reports BSS,

In @ message 1o the
President of Malta, Biswas
wished him personal well-be-
ing and the people of Malta
progress and prosperity.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in a separate mes-
sagc has greeted Dr Eddie
Fenech Adami, Prime Minister
of the Republic of Malta. In her
message to the Prime Minister
of Malta, Begum Khaleda Zia
wished him good health, -
piness and long life and t
people of Malta peace,
progress and prosperity.

[ranian envoy
calls on
Keramat Ali

Iranfan Ambassador in

e ——— S

Three die 1n
.City incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

Shabashullah, 24,
commitied sufcide at North
Kamalapur at noon. Reasons for
the suicide were, however, not

avaflable. An unidentified '
mﬂuhﬂurﬂhnm
dent near Farmgate crossing

around | pm. He succumbed to
his injuries at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH)]) about 4 pm.

Meanwhile, a young girl died
at Uttara reportedly falling
down from roof. The victim

Parul, 20, ly slipped off
from the of a Civil Aviation
Stall Quarters.

All the bodies were sent to
the DMCH morgue for autopsy.

Taiwanese team

calls on Red
Crescent Chairman

The visiting six-member del-
egation of the Taiwan-based

B e e e

——r s r————m .

Canadian HC
meets Huda

Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda said here

yesterday that the prime ob-

alleviation of poverty on a prior-
ity basis, reports BSS,

The governament amms at
spreading the tics of pro-
du:ﬂunr;ln the m and u::nn*
of the country extensively for
the successful implementation
of the poverty alleviation pro-

. he said.
The Information Mintister

was talking to newly appointed
it Bangatool Jor outt when
in Jon Scott when

the latter made a call
on him at his Secretariat
Chamber.

Launch dacoity :
« 25 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 20: Twenty-
five passengers were injured,
three of them serfously, when a
daring dacoity was committed
in a passenger launch near

here on the river

Batiaghata |
Kazibacha Saturday night, po-

- New ﬁcsiht-
Representative
of UNDP

Ms Eimi Watanabe takes
over as Resident Coordinator of
UN System’s Operational Acti-

vities for Development in
Bangladesh and Resident
Hepresentative of UNDP, reports
UNE.

Ms Watanabe is also the
Representative of 'WFP, UNFPA
and UNIDO as well as the
Director of UNIC. Prier to the

-

country terming it an epoch- class with 42 students under | Bangladesh Mahmood Bayat Buddhist Relief Foundation led assignment she served as the

making step. He also thanked the banner of the Janasheba | called on Minister for Religious by Chiyang Ming yesterday ca-  lice said. UNICEF Representative in New

the Jattya Sangsad for passing Complex of the Islamic Medical Affairs Muhammad Keramat Ali  lled on the Chairman of Bang- The dacoits, numbering 25, Delhi. ,

the Private Untersity Or- Mission, a national voluntary | at his office at Bangladesh ladesh Red Crescent , according to eye witnesses, * Ms Eimi Watanabe, a citizen

dinance 1992, organisation led by Prof Nurul | -Secretariat Sunday, reports Shahidul Huq Jamal, MP, in snatched rifles and ammuniton of Japan, arrived here on
He said that the IAHS au- Islam. BSS. city yesterday, reports BSS. __from four on-duty Ansars. September 16.
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