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Samad Azad acting
AL;u-unldent

League Presidium

ing Leader of the Oppos

Parliament during Shetkh
Hasina's stay abroad.

Contract for rice
export to UK

A Bangladeshi exporter hﬁ.:.r
recently a contract
exporting of 10 thousand met-
ric tons of rice to United
Kingdom. The contract be-
tween Loyang Emas Bangla-
desh (Pvt) Limited and Budget
Fair Limited of UK was signed
by Saleh Ahmed and M A

ICTVTR congregation
today
By Staff Correspondent

The seventh congregation
ceremony for award of diplomas
o the graduating students of
the Islamic Centre for Technical
and Vocational Training and
Research (ICTVTH]) will be held
today at the Centre's premises

at Gaxipur.

Prime Minister Degum

Khaleda Zia will be the chief

Iﬁtemational, I

Jamaat-e-Islami,
yesterday strongly

—
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L College, Aliya Madrassah stormed

Two Shibir activists

killed in Khulna

KHULNA, Sept 20: Two ac-

tivists of the Islami Chhatra
Shibir were killed and at least
thirty

-six others were seriously
injured when students of other
organisations launched attacks
in the city’s B L College and the
Madrassah at about 2 pm

Police and witnesses said
armed groups of several hun-
dred young men almost simul-
taneously stormed the B L
College and the Aliya Mad-
rassah, hurling hand bombs
and firing shots.

Attackers entered the Ti-
tumir and Mohsin Halls of the B
L College, ransacked and set
fire to the rooms. They also
stormed the mosque where
some Shibir activists had taken
shelter.

From Staff Correspondent
The two dead were identified

as Munshi Abdul Halim, a

Shibir activist and GS of the B L

College students union and

Amanullah Aman, a student of
Class IX of the Aliya Mad-
rassah. .

[t was not immediately
known who were responsible for

Editorial on Page 4

the violence. However, wit-
nesses said earlier in the mom-
ing, different student organisa-

tiunl In:ludinht;: pro-BNP

attyatabadi Ch Dal (JCD),
I.he pm-AL Chhatra , the
Ganotantrik Chhatra imt:l

the Chhatra Moitree brought
out separate protest marches in
the town and were seen chasing
Shibir activists.

The violence on the cam-

puses was believed to have been
a sequel to the violent incidents

at Rajshahi University yesterday
where attacks by nearly 500

"Shibir activists led to the death

of one student and injury to
nearly 40 others.

Tension was prevailing in
Khulna town and BDR and po-
lice were deployed in large
numbers to patrol the trouble-
torn areas. Police had arrested
59 persons till the time of filing
this report late last night.

Seven students who were
admitted to the local hospital

with critical bullet wounds
were: Mahfuz, college unit sec-

retary of the Islami Chhatra

Shibir, Rahmatullah, literary

secretary, Rahim, former GS of

the college and Masudur Rah-
See Page 12 Col 7

Recent spate of
campus violence
a conspiracy : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia termed the recent
violence on the campuses as a
planned conspiracy and
warned that stringent actions
would be taken against those
resorting to anarchy and indis-
cipline to destroy the aca-
demic atmosphere, reports
BSS,

Addressing the members of
the Dhaka College and Tejgaon
College students’ unions at her
Sugandha ofllice, Begum Zia
said the non-students and
outsiders were creating anar-
chy on the campuses as part of
a planned conspiracy at home
and abroad to undermine the
glorfous role of the students.

The Prime Minister said
the conspiracy was hatched
just when the academic atmo-
sphere had returned in the
educational institutions and
the brain-drain had been
stopped.

"We want that all the educa-
tional institutions should func-
tion smoothly and no scope
should be given to the out-

See Page 12 Col 7
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ADB downgrades Dhaka
Flood Protection Project

By Chapal Bashar

The Asian Development Ba-
nk (ADB) has d ed the
121 million US dollar Dhaka
Integrated Flood Protection

Project (DIFPF) as a 'B’ category

project because of fts lack of

pro :
Reliable sources said the
Manila headquarters of the ADB

has officially communicated this

decision to the esh
ernment on 16 September ex-

pressing serifous concern over
delays in the implementation of

the project.

According to the ADB's cate-
gorisation rules, downgradation
of a project to ‘B’ implies that it
has ‘serious problems which
should be resolved immediately.

With further degradation, such
as category 'C' the project would

lose eligibility to get funds I'mm

the Bank.
The DIFPP is an integrated

five-year project initiated in
1991 with four components —

flood control, drainage, envi-

ronmental improvement and

implementation assistance. The
profect, on completion, was ex-

ed to do away with water-

ng and provide drainage fa-
cilities with consequential envi-
ronmental rovement,

The Bangladesh Water Deve-
lopment Board, Dhaka WASA,
nnd Dhaka City Corporation are

the agencies entrusted

tu u various segments

of the project.

The sources mentioned that
the ADB’s concern was mainly
due to delay in appointment of
consultants for detafled engi-
neering des
supervisfon

In a letter nddru-ﬂi to the
of the Economic
the ADB

Secretary
Relations Division,
management alsc expressed
reservations about the govern-
ment's decision to award the
contract for the purpose to a

firm which was ranked second

by the government-appointed

evaluation committee in May
1982. The ADB advised that

‘the contract must be negotiated
with the first-ranked firm.’
The ADB's letter mentioned

See Page 12 Col 8
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Jamaat-Shibir under
bipartisan fire in JS

By Staff Correspondent

Membeérs of both the Trea-
sury and Opposition benches,
barring those belonging to the
Bangladesh,
condemned
the killing of Zubayer Chow-
dhury, a student of the
Rajshahi University, allegedly
by the Jamaat-backed Shibir
activists,

Zubayer, an activist of the
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitri and
son of a BNP leader, was killed
at the university campus in the
arly hours of September 19.

The members of both
benches in Parliament also
dermanded a ban on The cof-
munal politics of, what they
called, the fanatic Jamaal-c-
Islamd.

The MPs were deliberating

onn an adjournment motion
moved in House by Awami

League (AL) MP Prol Rafiqul
Islam. Thirty-three legislators
of the ruling BNP, the largest
Opposition in Parliament, AL,
the Jatiya Party (JP), the
Workers' Party (WP), the
Ganatantri Party (GP), the JSD
and the Islami Oikya Jote{lOJ)
deliberated on the issue,
Almost all the speakers
blamed the Jamaat-backed
Shibir activists for the killing

of Zubayer and demanded trial-

of the culprits, and also a ban
on the 's activities.

Altho all the 20 MPs of
the Jamaat were present in
the“Hotise at the beginming of
the discussion, they staged a
walkout at 10:05 pm protest-
ing others’ refusal te allow
them to speak on the issue.

However, immediately be-

See Page 12 Col 1

AL slates attack

on RU students

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League (AL}, in a
statement yesterday, slated the
attack carrfed out by the
Islamic Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
activists on the students of the
Rajshahi University Sunday
that left one student killed and
hundreds injured.

Jointly issued by the acting
AL president Abdus Samad
Azad and general secretary
Zillar Rahman, the statement
also criticised the silent role
played by the police force. .

The AL leaders alleged that
the Jamaat-Shibir axis was in-
dulging in repeated attacks on
the pro-Libération forces ever
since the BNP came to -

Citing instances from the
Jahangirnagar University, the
Ra Medical. College and
the Chittagong University, the
AL leaders claimed that the
whole education system is on
the verge of collapse due to the
'‘government-backed terrorists.’

LB

Ghani of Dhaka.

Visitors on the first day of the opening
in front of the mounted tusks of

Feroze Jung,’

of the Ahsan Manzil Museum yesterday standing

the favourite elephant of Nawab Abdul

— Star photo

48th UNGA convenes today
Israel-PLO accord, Bosnia
to dominate session

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 20:

landmark lsraeli- Pales-
inian accord, the thorny
situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina
and UN reform are expected to
dominate the 48th General
Assembly which convenes to-
morrow, diplomats said, reports
AFP.

The Isracli-Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation (PLO) peace
accord, signed September 13 in
Washington, already has begun
to bear fruit at the United
Nations. lsrael's UN amba-
ssador Oad Yaacobi and the
PLO's UN envoy, Nasser Al-
Kidwa, at the invitation of
Egypt's representative, will

lunch on the eve
of the session — a meeting that
was unthinkable a month ago.

A majority of UN member
states, including several Arab
countries, are to be
ready to abrogate, suspend or
amend several anti-lsrael reso-
lutions that have been adopted

annually the General
Assembly at request of Arab
siates.

“(But) It will depend on the
Palestinians,” Anver Tawvori,
spokesman for larael's UN mis-

sion, said.
Kidwa, a nephew of PLO
:l-hm‘!'-ﬂ'ﬁnht. said,
“We will be ready to reflect (on)

all positive developments on the

ground”.

Security was heightened at
UN in New York
as the world body for
this year's General Assembly
President, Samuel Insanally of
Cuyana, to open the session
which will be attended by at
least 47 heads of state and gov-
emment.

US President Bill Clinton
and clected Japanese
Prime Minister Morthiro Hoso-

session when it open
international leaders

27. More than 90 Foreign
Ministers are slated to address
the Assembly.

According to Israeli sources,
Isracli Mintister Shimon
Peres will be in New York dur-
ing the first week of the scasion
to meet with resentattves of
countries which do not have
relations with lsrael, and to try
to speed up reconciliation with
the United Nations alter
decades of isolation.

UN diplomats would Itke

factions in Bosnia to
example of |srael and
the PLO In an accord.

The continued violence and
failure to reach a settlement in
Bosnia is expected to top

European talks here.
The conflict in the former
Yugoslavia has had stron

ssions in internation
mﬂtlnm Commenting on the
fighting’s effect on US-European
relations, Britain's UN ambas-
sador Sir David Hannay said,

“The Bosnian poison circulates
in the veins and allects every-

%e United States, which
has not committed troops to the
UN protection force in the for-
mer Yugoslavia, frequently has
spoken in defense of the
Bosnian Muslims, drawing sup-
port from non-aligned countries
while {rritating European coun-
tries, such as Britain and
France, which have troops on
the ground with the UN force,

A lack of cohesion among US
and European countries had
helped delay settlement of the
Bosniaan conflict, diplomats
said. They are counting on the
latest partition agreement
among Bosnia's Muslims,
Croats and Serbs to work.

But even i the ment
does take hold, it will be diffi-
cult to | L, an interna-
tional official said.

Restructuring the United
Nations, where operations have

dramatically in recent
See Page 12 Col 8
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("Alarm’ to protecﬂ

T & T officials
from extortionists

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Sept 20:
Telephone officials

at Agrabad here from now on
will not bow to the extortion-
ists.

Instead, they will simply
push a button and switch on an
"anti-extortionist alarm” which
will help net a section of organ-
ised youngsters engaged in
squeezing money from people.

When pushed, the alarm
system would alert the security

| and other staff of the
T & T office who would
lock all entrances and immedi-
ately inform the nearby Doub-
lemooring police, officials said

today. .

ﬁ:le buttons, placed under
the desks of some of the T& T
officials, were concealed and
could be switched on ‘by foot,
they confided.

Talking to The Daily Star
over telephone, the General
Manager of T & T Alauddin
Ahmed said the measure was
taken following "frequent visils™
of the extortionists to the

office.

Many T &T officials were
pestered by the toll collectors
who forced them to pay money.

Several office rooms of the
de nt were also rman-
mwtm times by the ruffi-
ans who were usually armed, T

_/

MOU with six firms for
oil, gas exploration

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh has s five tives from 38 oil at-
preltminary of un- tended the round the first
derstanding with six foreign ofl such conference held both
exploration companfes and ex-  within and outside the country.

pects that search for some new
gas and ofl ficlds will begin
within December next, Energy
Minister 'Dr Khandaker
Mosharrafl Hossain said.

The memoranda were llgmd
in Houston, Texas following the
first 'Bangladésh Petroleum
Investment Round Table' on
September 14 initiated by the
Energy Minister.

In a press briefing yesterday
at the secretariat, Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain said foreign
companies were more
interested in exploring oil and

in Bangladesh than before
use the present govern-
ment had implemented a ‘very
new and liberal petroleund pol-

fcy.

Accompantied by Secretary of
the Ministry of Energy Falzur
Razzaque, the minister said in
addition, Bangladesh is offering
the foreign explorers specific in-
centives, including the elimina-
tion of signature bonus, ex-
emption from import duties on
exploration, development and
production ijpment, no cor-

porate tax l.:E.Ilt;pr and a guar-
ll'llt'l! for the repatriation of
profits.

The minister informed the

press that more than 70 execu-

The minister said the pre-
sent gas reserve in the country
was 10.55 trillion cubic feet.” [
lhl: present rate of gas con-

continues,” he said,
"-:Mbe out of gas
by 2015."

Presently, gas is
tracted from 17 wells.
per cent of the gas is being used
for production of electricity
while 30 per cent for production
of fertiliser.

"As an index of development,

cons is one of
the ¢ factors,” the Energy
Minister said, "and Bangladesh
has one of the lowest rates of
energy consumption. That is
why we intend to increase en-

consu discover-
ﬁmp.ﬂnﬂiﬂ

The government's top prior-
ity now is energy tion,
the Minister said and
added that a 300 MW power
station would be set up near
the Barapukuria coal mine.

He added that work at
Barapukuria would begin in
December or January next and
it would go into production from
1996-97.

"But we shall be needing
more sources of energy, thal is

See Page 12 Col 8 -
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China to break apart like Y'slavia after Deng s death

BEWING, Sept 20: China will
break apart like Yugoslavia
soon after paramount leader
dies unless the

m'l is driving the country
u

'Untll now po~|:lqr makers
have not realised the danger of
the central government's rapid
decline of power, or they have
and come up with no effective
way to halt the trend.” said the
report titled “Strengthening
Central Government's Leading
Role Amid the Shift to a Market
Economy.”

"In , &t the soonest a
few and at the latest, between
10 and 20, the country -'III
move from economic

p-ollﬂu.l hruhtp ending wlth

ft.e. DEI" Xiaoping) dies, it il

possible that a situation like

post- T‘It- J‘umhm will
g |

It argued that Befjing gave

up too much r to the
provinces after launched
market reforms in 1978, espe-

cially since the sudden shift to
a market economy last year,
which resulted in an economic
free-for-all by accus-
tomed to four decades of rigid
state planning.

The written by two
influential Yale U edu-
cated scholars and printed by
the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, predicted a power
m-uulc between Befjing and

the provinces as well as inter-
clashes.

it was distributed to gov-
ernment leaders and senior
lawmakers who have dtm

ago.
» evide emerged
to the rt:::‘rh-l

port siresses an eco-

numit: “:henlq of Beijing's
control as the fuse of co
rather than the ethnic divisions
that tore

where Pres

pae

apart Yugoslavia,
nt- Tito died in

1980 and civil war erupted 11

years later,

China's economy may be
booming, the said, but
slate revenue is -n.hheld
from DBeljing, rﬂ:uhlnl in a
"weak center, strong localities”
set-up. It sayd by the year
2000, state revenue would
reach unsustainable levels, ac-

counting for just 11.3 per cent
of total Gross National Preduct,
or one third the amount when

Deng's reforms began 15 years

sce-

Z.'hu Rongji, Executive Vice
Prime Minister and Central
Bank chief, admitted. that the
central government was on the
verge of bankrupicy before he
launched an offensive to reim-
pose economic order three
months ago, high-level Chincse
banking offictals said.

"Zhu said in a recent speech
that at the worst moment, the
central coffers had only tens of
millions of yuan left,” one off}-
cial said (one yvan equals about
0.17 dollars).

"It was to the point where
Befjing didn't even know i it

could pay wages. "

China is expectied o an-
nounce before the year's end a

wmﬂmm |
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Khaleda urges
Gabid for
bold steps

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia yesterday
the Organisation hr.';‘.-uﬂmlc
Conference (OIC) to take I:uH
and comprehenstve
solve the problems o l.hl'
Muslim world, Imhdiq Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, Afghanistan
and Palestine, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister made the
appeal when the visiting OIC
Secretary General Hamid Al
Gabid called on her at her
Sugandha office.

The OIC Secretary General
arrived here last evening on a

visit to attend a convo-
cation of the Islamic Centre for
Technical and Vocational Trai-
ning and Research (ICTVTR).
This is his third visit to

Bangladesh.

Begum Zia said
was iovolved with all the activi-
ties, of the OIC and would con-
tinue o give support to its
stands aimed at the welfare of
the Muslim Ummah.

The OIC Secretary General

told Begum Zia that the foreign
ministers of OIC member coun-

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Indian space
rocket fails
to reach
orbit

NEW DELHI, Sept 20: India’s
largest and most powerful space
rocket falled today after a spec-
tacular launch, d an
advanced satellite into oblivion
and dealing a blow to the eoun-
try's ambitious :par:t pro-

gramm: officials said, reports

Thf huge, 280- tonne Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
soared from Sriharikota, in
Indfa’s south, at 10.43 AM
(0813 GMT) In clear shy

HIGhedl ]d_n

clapped their
Reportvrs at Erthl.l'lkﬂl'«l.

north of Madras, saw the rocket
blast ofl, spewing golden yellow
flame in its wake.
The Press Trust of India (PTI)
See Page 12 Col 4

Indian team
visits Dighinala

KHAGRACHHARI, Sept 20:
The wvisiting twenty-member
team of the Indian s and
leaders of Tribal Refugee Wel-
fare Association today visited
some parts of the Dighinala
thana of Khagrachhari Hill
District, reports BSS.

The team led by Relief
Commissioner of Tripura Kri-
shna Arya arrived
Lt;:tr:rdl;r through Ra

rder point on a three-
visit to Chittagong Hill Tracts
to see whether the situation in
Chittagong Hill Tracts were
congenial for return of the
tribal refugees housed iIn
Tripura. * j

Official sources said that the
tribal leader Upendra Lal
Chakma is also in the team.
The sources further said
that a memorandum from local
tribal ple was given to their
h-d:rpf.lﬂpendu Lal Chakma

Begum

during the visit.

The delegation will vigit
Panchhari thana tomorrow be-

fore their return to Tripura

Israeli team
in Tunis

TUNIS, Sept 20: An Israeli
Foreign Ministry team arrived in
Tunis on Monday in a ground-
breaking visit to an Arab coun-
try which does not recognize the
Jewish state, reports AP,

In Washington, Secrctary of
State Warren Christopher an-
neunced today that an interna-
tional conference will be held to
raise billions of dollars to help
implement the Isracli-PLO
peace agreement.

Meanwhile lsracl warplanes
on Monday blasted pro lranian

guerilla bases in south lLeba-
non. It was lsmael's (irst air raid

in Lebanon since the signing of
a peace agreement.

Tripura rebels
kill 7 cops

mrms-pt:lu-a-—
were killed and

Four others ijured in an attnck




