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"Talks with Delhi on for

a just share of water'

t), the minister said the
unilateral withdrawal of the
water since the com-
missioning of the Farakka
in 1975 by India has

serious adverse effect on.

He said the water flow of the

on agriculture, industry, fish-
Bill raising
pension of
SC judges
passed

The Jatiya Sangsad last
night passed unanimously an
amendment bill raising the pen-
sion of the Supreme Court
Judges, reports BSS.

Plloted by the Minister for
Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Aflairs, Mirza Golam Hafiz, the
amendment bill enhanced the
extra pension al the rate of
Taka twe hundred and fifty
from Taka 139 per month for
each completed year of service
as juygdge, subject to a maximmum

total cigh
and hundred (in place of
Taka five thousand) per month
for the judges who do not cov-
ered by the relevant section of
the 1982 Act.

The act will deem to have
been in force with effect from

July 1, 1991.
Opposition -
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nothing to do with it till the
concerned constitutional prowvi-
sion was in vogue,” ‘the Law

Minister argued.

“Besides, the ordinance was
an excellent one ing the
dignity, honour of

the Supreme Court judges,” the
Law Minister observed, arguing
that the tion move to
the ordinance would

not increase thetir ;
The members at
this point told the House that
they did not the con-
tents of the ordinance. What
they opposed was the govern-
ment's tendency towards avoid-
ing Parliament.

However,

the resolution

eries, forest and public health of
one-third areas of the country.
He further told the Mouse that
ecological balance tn the coun-
try's south and north-western
areas has been threatened fol-
lowing increase in salinity and
in water table. As a
t of unilateral withdrawal

Ganges water in the up-

said, has ted after the
expiry of water sharing
accord between and
India in May, 1988,

Dwelling at length on ad-
verse effects of the Farakka
Barrage in various sectors of
the country's economy, the
minister sald the annual loss in
agriculture sector alone would
be about Taka 2,300 crore. The
loss in fisheries sector, he said,

was approximately Taka 400
crore 199 1.

N
Sangsad only
-
- violence-free
- -
area: Siraj

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition MP Shahjahan
Siraj identified the Jatiya
Sangsad as the only violence-
free area in the country.

Taking part in the discussion
on Friday's attack on the Ajker
Kago| newspaper office Siraj,
who recently joined the Gano
| Forum from the JSD, said
"violence is rampant everywhere
except the Jatlya Sangsad.”

He said "it is a sad experi-
ence for us that we are again

discussing terrorism so soon af-
ter the debate on the

Jahangimagar Untversity situ-
ation.”

"We signed a memorandum
after an all-party meeting with
the Prime Minister but two stu-
dents were killed at a collefe on
the following day,” he men-
tioned. .

He also demanded a discus-
sion on the role of police in the

ot £ ;
\9 posts of judges

in HC vacant

Law and Parllamentary Afl-
airs Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz
told the Jattya Sangsad yesterd-
ay that nine out of a total of 40
sanctioned posts of judges in
the High Court Division of the
Supreme Court were lying
vacant, reports BSS.

to a question from
M Shamsul Huq (AL-
ingh), the minister said
the had a plan to
fill up vacancies after the com-
pletion of work of the old
High Court which has
recently been handed over to
the Supreme Court by the
Ministry of Works. The building
was earlier under the Ministry
of Defence, he said.

their operations.” .

Indicating that the high in*
terest rates are likely to have a
restrictive influence on in-

vestment and economic
. the noted that
the quality of the new loans are

It also dentified five critical
areas which will determine the
success of the FSRP including
encouraging profit maximisa-
tion of the banks, evolving a
system of reward and punish-
ment for individuals in the
banks, allowing the growth of
non-banking fnstitutions and
developing the capital mar-
kets. '

- The report suggested fur-
ther action in a number of ar-
eas which are of 'great impor-
tance’ including monetary
policy, Iimprovement in the
management of NCBs and de-
veloping a private banking
system.

“We suggest that the cur-
rent reform programme could
benefit from more support for
the banking and less

on the improvement
of the NCBs.,” 1t said.
“Furthermore, the best path to
increased private banking is
probably not privatisation of

Hﬂ%;&miuldln‘ remarks

sector reforms |

» in the city went on a wildeat

the report added that correct- |
ing the bapking system, at an
‘enormous future burden’ to

the taxpayers, is a polftical act _
and represents a decision by

the national leadership to have
a different kind of system .
where the people’'s savings
are not misused. “The compli-
cated details of the financial
sector reform .are essentially
an attempt to put into place
this political dectsion.”

Sonargaon staff

See Page 12 Col 8

strike and locked General
Manager Andrew J McBurnie
since 2:30 pm Saturday to de-
mand ‘target bonus’ and a stop
to payment of service charge to
the stall of the owning com-

rested 27 people in east London
on Sunday scuffles be-
tween members of the British
National Party (BNP) and anti-
racism protesters, reports AP,

A BNP candidate was elected
last week to a London
council after campaigning
an all-white Britain. His clection
was condemned by mainstream
pelitical parties, church leaders
and minority groups.

Scotland Yard said scuflles
broke out Sunday morning
when BNP workers started to
distribute leaflets in Brick Lane,
an area with a large Asian
population.

The party distributes leafléts
there every week. Anticipating
trouble, police set up metal
barriers early Sunday to try to
keep the two sides apart.

Extra police in vans and on
horscback were called in when
the two sides broke through the
barricades and started attack-
ing one another. Ten police offi-
cers were injured.
~ Youth Against Racism in
Europe said in a statement that
200 of its supporters occupied
the site in Brick Lane normally
used by
leaflets and sell its newspaper.

It said the crowd later grew
to 500 people, but police said
there were about 200 people in
the area at any given time.

British National Party candi-
date Derek Beackon, a former
bus driver, was elected Thu-
rsday to the 50-member Tower

Hamlets Borough Council.
Tower Hamlets is among the

poorest districts in Britain., Al

least one-third of the residents
are immigrants or the children

of immigrants, mainly from

h.
Racial feeling is rising in the

East End, which for centuries

has attracted immigrants, and

Beackon's victory was fuelled by
resentment among whites at
public housing allocations for

Asians

Growth in Asia
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remained below productive po-
tential and price pressures
eased in world oil markets. "In
the industrial countries, con-
sumer price inflation declined to
3.75 per cent while the average
rate of inflation in the develop-
ing countries remained below
40 per cent; in hall of the
countries of this group the rate
declined to below nine per
cent,” the report shid,

The IMF continued to play a
key role in the massive under-
taking of supporting the trans-
formation of the former cen-
trally planned economies into
market-based systems.

“In recognition of the unique
challenges the economies
in transition, the IMF estab-
lished a temporary systemic
transformation facility (STF),"
the report pointed out.

“The STF facility is designed

" $ provide financing to members

facing balance of payments dif-

ficulties arising from severe dis-
ruption in their trade and pay-

ments arrangements owing to a
shift from major reliance on

trading at non-market prices to

multilateral, market-based

tzade,” it said.

Chakmas
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observing the situation in the
hill districts in a bid to identify
if there {s any obstacle on the
way to returning the landed

property of the tribal refugees

members would visit seven loca-
tions in Khagrachhari district
and exchange views with the lo-
cal tribal leaders.

On the first leg of thelr visit
today, the delegation members
have gone to the Tabalchhari
arca accompanied by
Bangladesh officials and MPs
including Rashed Khan Menon,
Kalparajan Chakma, Mostaque
Ahmed, Shahjahan Chowdhury
and Md. Shajahan, sources
added.

the BNF to distribute

|

Some ecstatic

Hnmm-dan players rejui ..

| & report
Central

. W j.:_ e .

their side

ensured this year's Star Premier Division championship
with a 2-0 triumph over PWD at the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday. Mohammedans, who play their arch-rivals
Abahani Krira Chakra on September 23 in their last league
engagement, regained the title after two years. — Star photo

Ctg lawyers split over
court boycott

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 19:
Lawyers of Chittagong court be-
came sharply divided today over
their 68-day-long boycott of the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
court.

Some lawyers reportedly at-
tended the court today while
others stuck to the boycott
called by the Chittagong Bar
Association and even fu-
tile attempts to resist their ri-
vals from attending the court,
sources said.

Tension was prevailing and a
large contingent of police was
deployed in the court premises
to prevent any untoward inci-
dent.

The impasse was created
when the CMM and members of
the Chittagong Bar Association
were locked in a tug of war over
the use of a court room occu-
pied by some lawyers.
cotting the court since July 11
demanding withdrawal of ‘the
incumbent CMM and
the eviction drive launched by
riot police on July 11 last
against the lawyers occu
the disputed room.The e
held the incumbent CMM re-
sponsible for the police action
but the CMM denied the allega-

Mecanwhile, to this
correspondent over telephone,

mitted a small number of
lawyers also stayed away.

Today's move for breaking
the boycott was initiated by
some 14 lawyers who also is-
sued a statement to the press
terming the programme a con-
spiracy by a section of lawyers
to serve political interests.

These 14 protested
the boycott and attended the
court today aided by some more
lawyers, sources said.

The 14 riecs to the
statement were Kafil Uddin,
Shetkh Jamal Uddin, K M Abu
Zalar, Kazi Khairul Bashar,
Ehsan Baki, Sirajul Islam
Chowdhury, Fawzul Amin
Chowdhury, Tarik Ahmed,
Ehsanul Haque, Delwar

Hossain, H M S Qamrul Islam,
Nurul Islam, Syed Hossain and

Rafiqul Islam.

The president of the
Chittagong Bar was not avail-
able for his comments.
However, the general secretary
of the association Advocate
Anwarul Islam teld this corre-
spondent that a splinter group
of lawyers today attended the
CMM's court acting against the
decision of the association.

The general secretary, who
vowed to continue the boycott
hinted that measures
would be taken against the

splinter qup as per the consti-
tution of the assoctation.

The Bar Association also
held a protest meeting today
with its president Mahbub
Uddin in the chair.

Among the lawyers who ad-
dressed the meeting were
Shafiul Alam, Khorshed Alam
Chowdhury, Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury and Azizul Hoque.

Earlier, the lawyers on
Saturday boycotted all the
courts in Chittagong to press
home their demand for removal
of the CMM.

- Gano Forum
From Page |1 Col 8
Rahman and Mostafa Mohsin

- Montu.

The Gano Forum, while mak-
ing the proposal for a Zila gov-
ernment’ s ted its tenure
should be for five years. It also
suggested holding of elections
simultaneously to the Zila
Government, the Union

Parishad or Municipal Parishad.

The Forum also su ted
that the proposed Zila P-.rinh.dm
on Zila Sarker' should have an
advisory council tomprising
members of Parliament. The
fﬂa Mth:m should also con-
sider proposals of Union
Parishads, municipalities and
in hm:.tpmhﬂ:g a Wﬂ: th‘ devel-
opmen in t of na-
Hﬂnnll goals, the GF members

L

The Forum members also

called upon all political
professional and Iodnlmmu
to forge a consensus on J:

proposed ‘Zila government.’

indicted for
demolition of
Babri Mosque

NEW DELHI, Sept 19: Indian
detectives have indicted some
60 leaders of Hindu groups for
the destruction of the Babri
Mosque last year which sparked
widespread Hindu-Muslim vio-
lence, a newspaper reported
today, reports AFP,

Among those indicted was
Lal Krishna Advani, president of
the main opposition B
Janata Party (BJP),
Economic Times said.

It named other key leaders in
prepared by the federal
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) as Bal Thackery of the
Shiv Sena and Ashok of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad

the

| (VHP)

The Times said the govern-
ment was expected to order the
prosecution of all those named
in the report when Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao re-
turns at the end of a three-day
visit to lran on Wednesday.

Khaleda-Rao
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She will lead a 35-member
team which Includes four
Members of Parliament, senior
officlals of the Ministry of
Foreign Alfairs and mediamen.

Responding to a question,
Reaz said the Prime Minister, in
her speech, would try to pfoject
the consolidation of democratic
order in the country to fulfil
hopes and aspirations of the

people.

She will also highlight her
government’'s achievements in
promoting socio-economic con-
dition of the people, Reaz
added.

Besides, the Foreign Sec-
retary said, Begum Zia will
focus on issues relating to vio-
lation of human rights, rehabili-
tation and resettlement of
refugees and displaced people
against the backdrop of the jn-
flux of Myanmar refugees into
Bangladesh and wviolation of
human rights in Bosnia-

Herzegovina.

Investment
From page | col 7

They said there had only
been about 55 per cent realisa-
tion rate on new investments
sanctioned between March
1991 and June '93. This was
well below the experience of
other Aslan countries, they
added. '

The co-authors of the paper
also said that a vibrant local

private sector was pre-requisite
to attracting foreign direct in-
vestment.

"Foreign investors will come
to invest in Bangladesh when

eshis themselves come
forward first. In this context, it
is imperative that the overall in-
vestment climate be improved
to make the case for local in-
vestments,” they said.

The day-long seminar, held
in three sessions, was atlended
by BO participants including five
expatriates.

Seven more papers were pre-
sented by Dr Quazi Mesba-
huddin Ahmed, Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya, Dabiruddin
Ahmed, Schel F Rahman, Nurul
Huda Chowdhury, Mahmood
Ahmed and Prof Abu Ahmed.

Bus plunge

From Page 1 Col 5
Dhaka overtumed late Saturday
night after hitting a trunk of a
tree placed on the road by some
dacoits at Mostafi near
Lalmonirhat, local officials said.

Of them, one died on the
spot and two others at ur
Medical College Hospital.

The dead were identified as
Abdus Salam, 45, Kohinur
Begum, 35, and her daughter
Anwara, 8.

Eight seriously injured
sengers were admitt to

pur Medical College
Hospital while 21 others were

released after first aid, they

sajd. |
Two people were arrested

from the nearby village for their

alleged involvement in blocking
the road for dacoity.

The bus was carrying 65

pany, Hotels [nternational
Limited (HIL). ;
However, the employees of.
the hotel were now attending
their guests, wearing black
Leaders of the Sonargaon
Hotel Workers' and Employees’
Union said they would stage a
hunger strike at the reception
lobby tomorrow, 1if their
rightful' demands were not met.
They l-lul.:td the decision to
suspend programme was
taken following the verbal as-
surance by the mediator A K M
Nazrul Islam, labour-front
leader of the
Nationalist Party (BNP).

Meanwhile, the Board of
E:Iﬂ;:r;! of the Sonargaon
an emergency meet-

ing yesterday afternoon to dis-
cuss the overall situation as
well as the union's demands.
Detafls of the meeting were not

available,
The union leaders were
scheduled to meet Home

Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury at his residence yester-
day at ® pm but the meeting
had not taken place at the time
of writing this report late last
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Vice-Chancellor and
Proctor's office.

The angry students also al-

legedly hurled stones at acting
VC Prof Azhar Uddin and man-
handjed Registrar Omar Far-
uque, Controller of Examina-
tions Monsur Ahmed and
Assistant Proctor A Z M Shoeb.
They also hurled abuses at the
provost of the Suhrawardy Hall
Prof M Zaman,
. The student organisations of
the Eight-Party alliance in
Rajshahi have called a hall-day
hartal in the town from 6 am
tomorrow (Monday) to protest
today’s violence.

The students announced the
programme at a press confer-
ence at the Rajshahi Press Club
in the evening after holding a
protest march in the town.

Meanwhile, in a written
sfatement to the journalists,
the hall provosts listed loss of
life and property, rising ter-
rorism and violence on the
campus, misbehaviour of the

the

night.

ts with them and lack of

Shibir activists

security for the provosts as the
reasons for their wholesale
resignation,

General students alleged
that during  the attack the po-
lice remained silent and did
not act to protect the innocent
students.

AL 8 am, police raided the
Nawab Abdul Latif Hall, but
didn't find any arms or trou-
blemakers,

At noon police picked up
eight Shibir activists from the
Shaheced Shamsuzzoha Hall and
Sher-e-Bangla Hall on suspi-
cion of involvement in the vio-
lence.

The arrested are: Kamal
Pasha, Shamsul Alam, Sarwar
Jahan, Munshi Abu Daud,
Shafiqul Islam, Abdul Malek
Ratan, Abdul Hye of Shaheed
Shamsuzzoha Hall and
Shahidul Islam of Sher-e-
Bangla Hall

The Deputy Commissioner
told UNB: "The total situation
has gone out of our control. We
have nothing to do. That's why
we have handed over control of

SWOOp

the situation to the police.”
Heavy police guards have
been posted onl the campus.
All the seriously injured
were admitted to the Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital. They
were Sirajul, Pata, Shafiqul,
Imran, Shahid, Bidyut, Farhad,
Mizanur, Zahidul, Delwar,

Azam Khan, Kajal and Mithu.,
Another 17 were released after

first aid.

The Shibir, however,
blamed the Chhatra Moitree
for attacking its activists first.

Meanwhile, the Unitversity
Syndicate, in a meeting, con-
stituted an iry committee
with Prof Abul Fazal Haq as

convenor and Profl Abdul Kader

Bhutyan and Prof Azhar Al as
members to probe into the In-
cident. The committee has
been given 15 days to submit
the reports.

In another development,
some 2,000 leaders
ers of the JCD Rajshahi

University unit and the AGS of

the JCD central committee
Shahin Shawkat,

work-

tendered

on halls

their en masse resignations
expressing their disgust over
what they called ‘step-moth-
erly attitude’ of the central
leaders and indecision in deal-
ing with the Jamaat and Shibir
workers who let loose a

of terror in the Rajshahi
University. also

dilly-dallying by the authorities

in arresting the Shibir activists
responsible for the incident on
Feb 6 last in which some stu-
dents were killed.

The Rajshahi University
Teachers’ Association (RUTA),
in an emergency meeting with
Prof M Kaisuddin in the chair,
demanded resignation of the
Home Minister and Education
Minister for their faflure to
stop violence on the cam-
puses. They demanded imme-
diate arrest of the culprits re-

sponsible for unleashing the

pre-dawh violence.

The RUTA also decided 1o

abstain from all academic and

administrative activities until

their security was ensured.

MOSCOW, Sept 19: Georglan and Abkhazian -
tives signed an agreement today to withdraw mmm
&mnﬂtnrmmhbm&:-h'llhr#-m

said. “The

sides signed an agreement on the simulta-

mﬂﬂ?ﬂdmwmrmmm

zone and on pulling out armed formations

Tass said, reports Reuter.

within 24 hours,

Demjanjuk free to leave Israel

JERUSALEM, Sept 19: An lsracl Supreme
order
the way for him to leave, an Isracli off)-
cial said. Justice Ministry spokeswoman Etty Eshed said that

Sunday lifted a restraining
deportation, clearing

Justice Theodore Orr refected

From page | col 7

located at Zigatala, because the
newspaper had been

ing against the violent activi-
ties of the Jamaat-Shibirmen
across the country.

As many as 14 members,
including the Home Minister,
took part in the more than an
hour-long discussion during
which the Opposttion members
sought a two-hour discussion
within the next couple of days.
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni, who was chairing
the session, said after the de-
bate: "More than an hour has
been spent debating the matter.
| will think and give my decision
on whether more discussion is
needed later.”

Tolael Ahmed said the police
played a mysterious role and
were mere onlookers during the
atlack. He said that no action
was taken following similar at-
tacks on the Banglabazar
Patrika, the r Bani and
the Itiefag, a fact which had en-
cou the anti;Liberation
forces to attack yet another
news r.

He demanded an adjourn-
ment of the regular proceedings
to debate on the issue.

A number of Jamaal mem-
bers protested Tolael's speech
and screamed that he (Tofael)
sheuld not accuse any political
party without any proof. ‘

Opposition Chiel Whip
Mohammad Nasim alleged that
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) government had
fafled to protect the journalists
and newspapers which came
under repeated attacks by
hoodlums.

Quoting the speech of

Shaikh Razzak AN al a
recent seminar, Nastm said this

Seminar on family
planning opens
in Sirajgan;

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 19: Vice-
Chairman of the London based
International Planned Parent-
hood -Federation (IPPF), Kazi
Anisur Rahman, today inaug-
urated a threeday seminar on
the _orientation of opinion
leaders on the family planning
programme at Ramkris-hnapur
under Ullapara thana, reports
BSS.
The seminar i{s aimed at
providing the opinion leaders
with knowledge about the pro-

grammes taken in Bangladesh

explaining the motivation and
service programmes of the non-

(NGOs) and the need to contain
the explosive growth of popula-
tion.

The venue of the seminar
has been selected in view of the

village women of Badekusha
under Ullapara thana were so-

methods to take Grameen Bank
loans.

to contain growth of population,

governmental organisations

recent incident in which some

cially outcast because of their -
acceptance of family planning

Court justice on
Jéhn Demjanfuk’s

by Holocaust survivors

and Nazi hunters to hold further review of Demfjanjuk’'s case
with an eye towards trying him again for war crimes. Asked
whether he was free to go. Eshed said “yes.® She would not

|_say when he was to leave, reports AP.
Attack on Ajker Kagoj

government has no intention W
implement the essence of the
Speaker's speech through con-
certed effort by taking the
Opposition into confidence.
Abdur Razzal of the AL and
Ebadur Rahman of Jatlya
Party also the inci-
dent and demanded a debate.
Shetkh Seltm of the AL, who

is also the editor of the: Banglar

Bani, said altacks on the news-
papers began since the BNP
assumed power and it is in-
creasing use the govern-
ment had fafled to take any ac-
tion against the attackers.
NDP leader Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury was a bit
critical of the journalists but
also demanded a parlamentary

commitiee to look into matters

reldting to newspapers and

journalists.

He accused a section of

journalists of engaging in char-

acter assassination of politi-

clans.
Acting leader of the

Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
said the rnment {s respon-
sible for such incidents and
should suggest remedy.

He also questioned the role
of the police and urged the
Speaker to allow a two-hour de-
bate on the issue.

In reply to the allegations of
the Opposition, mainly the
Awami Lr.-?ut. the Home
Minister said the government
should not be held responsible
for any violence generated by
internecine disputes at a pas-
ticular newspaper. Yet, the BNP

as the BNP's founder Pre L
Ziaur Rahman had freed the

newspaper industry from many
restrictions.

NDP calls hartal

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 19: The
National Democratic Party

(NDP), Chit ng unit, has
called for a -day hartal to-
morrow at Raozan and

Rangunia thanas in support of
their demand for release its
leader Abu Bakar Chowdhury
immed ;

Abu Chowdhury was
arrested on Friday night from
his city residence.

Kotwall police said the NDP

th Chittagong '
tion with C
Vickient of Thaeoday oo thes
left one killed and two others in-

fured. |
Professiqnals end

strike
Professionals yesterday ob-
served a two-hour token strike
on the second day of its pro-
gramme demanding implemen-
tation of their 17-point demand,
including an accountable ad-

ministration, reports UNB.
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