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Hopes for War Tribunal
New

hopes have been raised that the UN War
Crimes Court that will try those accused 8 atroci-
ties in the former Yugoslavia may at long last start
working. The progress has been decidedly slow, but
the course now seems set for the process to gain
the necessary momentum.
Out of 11 judges who are to set up their court at

the , eight have been just elected after four-
Mnmuuhymw
three

ral Assembly. with
remaining seats to be filled by voting on
Thursday. The eight so far selected come [rom
United States, Canada. Italy, Egypt, China, France,
Malaysia and Australia. It is as broad-based as one
could set up for an international court of this kind.
the first tribunal since Nuremberg and Tokyo trials
held just after the Second World War. The group of
eight includes an eminent former Federal Court
judge, a black woman from Texas, US who. not
su . scored the highest number of votes
all the candidates for the court.
Far from being a kangaroo court or an exercise
in public relations, the proposed tribunal carries a
strong international mandate. It was established
earlier this year by the UN Security Council in re-
sponse to calls from concerned nations, including
the United States. Then, on last Monday, Sir
Robert the British head of the World Court
at the Hague spoke up again — his earlier stateme-
nt was issued in April — against the "heinous acts”
committed Bosnian Muslims, thus adding
further to the UN move. Here, it must be
mmmemmmmmnmmm.
investigation to the crimes against Bosnian Mysli-
ms. It must — and indeed should — look at what-
ever Bosnian soldiers and even civillans have done
to Serbs and Croatians. This is part of the exercise
that gives the UN move much of its credibility.
Notwithstanding the progress so far made on the
project. there are several problems still to be re-
solved. The first and fi relates to the ap-

tionality. It s unfortunate and, not surprisingly, it

has not yet got the endorsement from the Security
Council. Ghali will be well advised to offer a new

nomination. Unless a prosecutor takes up his
may not have a total picture of the terms of ref-

of law. However, the process must be kept sepa-
rate from peace talks now on in Geneva to settle

the Bosnia problem, talks which are said to be
making some progress.

Drug's Deadly Grip
newspaper

District has swelled to a staggering

number of 50,000. The who sent the
report puts the number of drug addicts at 15,000
in Town but is not explicit

about the rest 35,000 nor gives any
source of the estimated number. However, he is
specific about the various problems arising out of a
large-scale drug use or abuse.

- Created only a few years back, the district ap-
pears to have more than a normal share of the fast-

started its myriad évil faces. Society is
fast losing its equilibrium.
The fact that the teen-agers and youths are pas

thing is not very clear how the liquor, ganja,
heroin, spirit, phensidyl and other drugs can be so
easily available to the prospective and veteran ad-
dicts! The plausible answer to this is that some

have high stake in the business both as a

-spinning commodity and as a demoralising
and sedative substance. The following question
naturally comes to one’s mind if the -mon-
gers are stronger than the administration. After all,

e
Evidently, the business can continue
mmmm powerful quarters and

active from thetr evil protegees. It is
unbelievable that ff the administration is serious, it

flilegal substances at their sources
the end
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Election and Peaceful Succession: A Test

for Democratic System of Government

 In the olden days, the peaceful transfer of state power was ensured by establishing the
Today, in democratic systemas, it is election which determines

amz“-m
country. is thus seen as the road to power.

of
rules the

led by a group of professional
soldiers, who the
right of the people to choose
thetr rulers, refused 1o be a tool
in the dictator's last desperate
bid to cling to power.

In the olden days, ihe

has looted that rich country
and reduced # to virtual
bankruptcy but he s still

the balance in its [avour. The
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only natural Ayub Khan despite : cenire.  jssue, well in advance, will pave
tried to legitimize his rule by his nearly nine years in the would try to control and ma- the election instances |t has been alleged that Deputy 1. for a fatr contest by all
introducing the so-called "basic  saddle, Ershad could never get  nipulate the clection system in  of such attempts by ruling par-  Commissioners and Police . g parties on the ba-
democracy”. Eventually he the legitimacy for his regime order to perpetuate themselves ties or ambitious rulers o hang  Superintendents are appointed 44 of policies and programmes.
floated his political party and th-:h:-l-hm-nu.Hu in office. Hence the lar  on to power by any means in-  these days, not on the basts of We certainly do not want an
behaved exactly as other pu-tythe.htg like the demand for election a cluding rigged clections, are 0  gervice record and sendority but emotional campaign in which
the threat of 'ﬂlw SOr, Was an crealion m.muﬂm“ﬂll natve o ﬂ'lmrﬂ wﬂm%m th-m
M!-::-u-hlu which was concetved, launched government in power in a poor eelf mﬂﬂ’h party ﬂ'hmrmm
chaos and of constitu- and carefully nurtured in the country such as ours can ma Pwpkdnutluh“ supporters in positions In  become the focus of attention
tional succession we hed an-  cantonment. Offer of office or mpuhuﬂulrm:ﬂru hm‘:-d-nl good rea- the administration does not and thereby distort the priori-
other military coup. Admittedly money or expectation of other ensure its victory in elec-  sons. have not, regrettably, bode well for the future of (4, and even invalidate the re-
it was a bloodless coup but the was the glue which kept tion. The opposition, however  been able yet 10 establish a firm  democracy in Bangladesh sult in the publie eye. This s
new ruler, Gen. Yahya Khan, ﬂmmm“ popular, does not stand a tradition either of pemceful and Complaints about the misuse of (b time. If we are to avert the
assumed power under martial mm_g chance if a determined ruler constitutional succession or fair  the anti-terrorist law to harass  danger, for the opposition par-
law. He did not bother to legit- m‘-hﬂwm scts heart on retaining power by  clection. The last clection, held  the opposition activists are 100 ey to get together in order to
imize his power by creating a mﬂﬂ-pﬁ#‘nzm- hook or crook. under a neutral government, numerous to be dismissed [rmulate thetr collective stand
new political party as he In-  against Ershad, ignoring the re- Memories of the long and did gain the trust and confi-  lightly. on mﬂ. ne-
tended to ensure his own posi-  pression and the threat of mili-  bitter struggle that the people of  dence of the people. We must in all fatrness o BNP, n g&q
uunhihﬂhermlnth: tary intervention. The long suf-  the Philippines had to wage to  therefore lowrn from our experi-  must be said that it has fought nkess do so sl an early
short history of independent fering people were not prepared Erﬁﬂﬂuu-h-unﬂﬂ ence. A neutral government s alongside other parties 1o oust in& put this question out
Bangladesh we had the first ' any more to put up with rigged . The story of Papa Doc in  the only credible o ensure  the autocratic regime of Ershad.  of way, we will be heading
taste of martial law in 1976 af- ' elections, rub stamp Haiti is perhaps not very well that the election befrecand N su the popular de-  towards confrontation, bitter
ter t assdssination of Parlilaments and the deepening known in Bangladesh but the fair and that the levers of power A lnir and free clection  ness and further detertoration
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur grip of corruption. Luckily for of that unhappy land that a in power can ma-  under a neutral and non-party  In the politieal climate of the
Rahman. Succession was vio-  the country, the armed forces, a heavy price to oust the . nipulate not be used to th  governmenl. The clection held  country. o

overthrow of dictator Siad

ceasefire agreement signed by
15 Somali political movements
in Addis Ababa, capital of

Our students and
our future

Sir, As a of varsity-
children, | must thank Mr

| Kibria for his article of 5th Sept.

| note with satisfaction that
has given due stress on 'Are we
really concerned?. In conclu-
sion he has certain direc-
tion for overhauling the situa-
tion. | hope someone some-
where that matters would heed
to his suggestions with

mind free party bias, as he

has stressed. A
Was it just a coincidence

that a in a letter in the

same page questioned the right -

of Shetkh Hasina to preach
something that she does not
practice? Butl it is true that
children of most leaders are
studying abroad. Even those of
senior bureaucrats. The second
part in the title of Mr Kibria's
article is really significant.
Sheikh Hasina may have an ex-
planation that the killers of her
parents and brothers are still a
real threat to her own family (as

well as (o the freedom loving cit-

Where Peace Reigns again in Somalia

Paul Amina writes from Kismayu, Somalia

Around the capital, Mogadishu, Somalia remains in turmoil. Elsewhere it (s a different
story. In the southernmost region, Jubaland, peace has followed the signing of an accord
brokered by the UN. Reconciliation is the order of the day. Roads are being reopened,
JSamilies reunified, ‘and disarmament is to take place within 90 days. Gemini News Service
reports from a brighter corner of the Somali scene.

-

izens). But for others the on

reasoning is their lack of fai
in their own country or system.

M A Hag

Vandalism in
playgrounds

Sir, Allow me o ventflate my
wrath and anguish about van-
dalism we see almost In every
aspect of our life.

| have crossed 60 years. |
kicked off a small size No 2
football in the year 1933-1934
in Ramna Maidan which is now
bccupled by Dhaka Medical
College. Since then, | have been
playing all sorts of games. |
used to represent City College
School-Xl , Calcutta in the
1.8.8,A. between 1937-1941.

| have been Chairman,
Bangladesh Amateur Athletic
Federation (BAAF) till 19858 and
Vice-Chairman, Bangladesh
Tennis Federation for man
years. | enjoy four miles brisk .
walk six days a week and even

now play tennis 3-4 evenings in
f

{

i

many other afternoons/
evenings, | was enjoying a very
exciting match between
Mohammedan Sporting and
Abahani. Suddenly a free-for-all
ﬂ.;hul# started in the play-
ground which spread over to

‘the fans in the gallery.

Brickbats, stones, even oranges
(looted from the hawkers), all
kinds of handy missilcs started
being hurled at. We — my
daughter, son and mysell —
rushed out for safety in great
panic. On that very moment |
swore, that was my last football
match to be witnessed in an
uncivilised setting

As a senfor citizen, may |
ask, should editors, correspon-
dents and reporters only go on
showing how angry they are?
But all these have been of no
avail to stop vandalism In
playgrounds.

Shall we rest contented at
that? Can we not persuade au-

thorities and club managers
with an advice to stop all

Mohammedan Sporting and o be anyone to let the young |

Abahani matches in football

and hockey, for at least one

. They may be advised 1o
themselves fu

keep In form in vari-

ous exhibition matches all over

‘Sporting and Abahani football

and hoc matches lo swear
that as civilised peo-
pic they will behavel

Why don't you take up a lead
in buflding public opinion for
some drastic remedies for such
disgraceful discases wé are suf-

fering from?

Salahuddin Ahmed
Ispahani Colony. Maghbazar,
Dhaka

Lalmatia roads

Sir, The roads starting from
Lalmatia Block A to Block E,
about four square

pen to be in most state.
Anyone travelling these |
roads will that by
there isn't to look into
the sorrowful affatrs.

It may be mentioned that
there are about a dozen or more

high schools and colleges in
addition to more than eight
primary schools in this ty;
some of them run by the gov-
emnment. Yet there doesn't seem

and old feel someone really
cares.

Will the concerned authority
please repair the roads without
any further delay?

Bangladesh dnd perhaps rest of  Begum Nadira Banoo

the world and save Dhaka foot-

DRA. Dhaka .
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OPINION

It is becoming more and

debt servicing liability.
Naturally, the donors/lenders
gained the most by thetr
capital machinery which be-
came obsolete, or were uneco-
nomical in their own environ-
ment; most of the
condi bt which
tions were imposed
the benefits.

it is sheer commonsense
that if the majority of the peopile
prosper, the nation will prosper.
The agriculture sector con-
tributes 38 per cent of
the GDP of Bangladesh whereas
industry contributes a mere 10
per cent, below that of the
transport sector at 11.8 per
cent. Within the agriculture sec-
tor are sub-sectors — Crops,
Forestry, Livestock and
Fisheries. Unfortunately, our
farmers belicvers in the
traditional methods of farming
don't dare take risk on pro-
fressive ideas or methods.
However, lately with the intro-
duction of mechanised cultiva-

tion, fertilizers, pesticides and |

irrigation during the dry-sea-
son, agricultural output has in-
creased to an extent that we are
nearly self-sufficient. Since our
arable land is limited, the only
:;Iln Inuru; agricultural

uction is modernising
the land use, Le. frrigation

Poverty Alleviation the
Agricultural Way
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during the dry scason must be
extensively encouraged and
crop diversification should be
taken up at the same time.
Government must ensure

a Iinkage between the agricul-
tural sector and the industrial |
sector where éither the primary
product or biproduct/products
act as inputs to the manufac-
turing sectors, involved.in do-
mestic/ markets.
5) To ac and sustain a
regular pre-determined GDP

It has been proved beyond
doubt that the ‘poor’ are more
bankable than the 'rich’. The
Grameen Bank/BRAC, other
NGOs have proved this point
beyond any doubt.

The Government should en-
courage financial institutions to
invest a certain portion of their
loanable funds to the agricul-
tural sector eliminating
the ‘loan sharks’ who are sys-
tematically exploiting the
farmers to the detriment thel

| feel our country’'s future
lies with the changing of the lot
of people involved with agricul-
hu-:vh-ﬂtl':imncrl.uldh:
long-term programme must
dﬂpﬁdnﬂwmm-
most sincerity .rather in




