Controlling

By A 8 M Nurunnabi

in the price level in the entire  This will consequently lead to
country. The only exceptions restriction in the field of em
mhhﬂmﬂﬁﬂ Fbmt.lnthilitultlnnuf
. Im places ‘economic doldrums, inflationary
ﬂa{::-mﬂﬂmu trend becomes noticeable in the
ﬁ'ﬂnnmmm urban areas on account of the
It 1s open to question whether price hike. In this situation all
this unnatural situation is good  our efforts need be directed to-
for the farmers, nay the econ-  wards an increase of manufac
omy of the . However, turing activity which alone can
the fact remains besides alleviate the widespread unem
rice and paddy, the price of no problem.
other commodity is stable. The economic situation has
Baby food is lcading the other ramifications. The surplus
race. Than comes fish and then financial resources lying idle
vegetables. Rickshaw and auto-  with our banks are simultane-
rickshaw fares have also in- a cause and conseguence
creased twenty to twenty-five of the low lével of economic ac-
per cent. The shopkeepers have  tivity. Even our agriculture sec-
their usual explanation for this: tor does not present a wholly
blame the government satisfying picture. The produc-
But this explanation Mu‘mdﬂ-
has no basis as is clear to any- which are important in
one having some information this sector also appear to be
about the government budget
In fact, import duties on some There are, however, some re-
varieties of milk powder was re-  deeming aspects. Thanks fo a
duced from 37 to 30 per cent. favourable weather and the
Inspite of this, there has beena  commendable efforts of our
substantial price rise of this farmers, the production of rice
has been sa in the last

nomic reason.
any mechanism to control the

couple of years. This has con-
tributed to the lowering of the
price of rice, bringing welcome
relie{ to the large majority of our
tion. However, as already
icated, some of our farmers
suffered loss, the cost of pro-
duction being higher than the
sale price. This justifies a case
for input subsidies te our im-

retaflers goes to the advantage  poverished farm population.

of the retaflers to manipulate To counter the trend towards

the price at their will. price hike, it is urgent that
There are signs of economic of economic activities

recession world-wide, which
bodes ill our economic life.

Uganda to

in both manufacturing and’
agriculture sectors be encour- |

replicate

From page | col ¥ in countries. Altho-
h.” ugh we believe in free market
Ugandan Deputy Prime and support growing privati-
mmmm"m- sation, there is still the need for
tion system acquired both in state intervention®, the Ugan-
Bangladesh and Uganda from dan Deputy Prime Minister felt.
Britain and the West needs to Kategaya however, stated
be changed to cater to the that the WB's loan wing IDA
Masses. still provided the softest loans
Uganda was looking for in- and said the international insti-
creased trade ties with tutions are correct in their view
Bangladesh, asaid and that the countries
informed that he fruitful should keep their expenditure
discussions with a number of

within their means and
i B :

it

Eriya Kategaya
private enlerprises to play itls
full role.

Your exporters are yet He said, his country was in-
to explore the African market”, wvolved in trying to encourage
Kategaya told. African menis to come
Eriya Kategaya who is a together for creating a common
lawyer by profession and op- ~market. *We intend to create a
posed Idi Amin and had to re- | East African Community Mar-
main in exile for several years ket through the PTA (Pref-
felt that developing countfies erential Trade Area) which has
should avoid expensive western already been set up. The
whenever possible, countries within the PTA are

"We look for techno Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia,
that we can afford and Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
we can handle ourselves.” Malawi and Uganda. Zaire and
“"We countries Sudan have also applied,” he

informed. The PTA which has
set up a common bank intends

economic other- to promote free trade and
wise we will be dictated ' movement of people in the re-
the North”, he said. gion.
The First Deputy Prime, Speaking about Somalia,

Minister of Uganda felt that the
World Bank and other mafjor
western financial institutions
'talk to us singularly and lay
the same conditions although
each of us have our unique
problems.’

“The developing countties
should face the World Bank in a
group so that they have a

Kategaya said the way the
United States was proceeding
was not correct. The US has
earned a bad name in Somalia
because it had overstepped its
mandate to provide food and

. relief.

He thought the recent PLO-
Israel accord was a beginning of

a new move for the Palestintans

strong bargaining position and to find a home. "They have been
resist imposition of any strin-  refugees for years and Yitzhak
gent conditions.” Rabin although fatigued was
Making his point, he said, realistic enough to sign the
“Their prescription is same but  declaration with the vallant
patients are different.” freedom fighter Yasser Arafat.”
Ertya Ka a who is also Ertya Kategaya said both Idf

the National Political Commis-
sar of Uganda and entrusted
with setting up of the first

constituent assembly under
President Museveni for res-

Amin and Milton Obote were

very unpopular in Uganda. "The
people of our muntriy have now
more security, stability and are

concentrating on development.”

toring in his country The Ugandan uty Prime
feels that the World Bank is not Minister said he found the
clear about the peculfarity of people of Bangladesh very warm

market forces operating in the
developing countries.

Illustrating, he said, “We
have surplus agricultural pro-
duce in one area which cannot
be moved to other areas be-
cause of lack of tion
or storage factlities.”

“The situation is unlike that

and hospitable. He was particu-
larly delighted in seeing the
large number of rickshaws and
the interesting art works dis-
played on their backs.

“Despite their clutter, you
should be proud of a home
grown technology that keeps

moving.
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Price Hike in City

. There are other sectors
scope exists for increas-
ing exports by augmenting pro-
duction. Such sectors need be
given all impetus in the interest
of economic growth and allevia-
tion of poverty and unemploy-
ment.

* % * w w *

A number of passenger
sheds have been erected at im-
portant bus stands to protect
passengers from sun and rain.
It has been observed that these
sheds are nol serving the pur-
pose for which they were set up.
Most of these sheds have been
leased out to the owmers of
various shops. These have also
become haunts of beggars, des-
titutes and stray cattle. This
leaves very small space for pas-
sengers waiting for shelter from
sun and rain. Some of the beg-
gars and destitutes have set up
impromptu family establish-
ments at these places where
they are seen cooking, bathing
and lounging.

The passenger sheds were
constructed for the convenience
of the waiting passengers. Now
these are being used for com-
mercial purpose. The leasing
out of the sheds has in many
cases led to the growth of road-
side shop-keepers on the
nearby sidewalks. The crowding
of the passenger sheds often
force the waiting passengers to
remain outside the protection of
the sheds, thercby enhancing
the possibilities of accidents
from the main traffic flow.

The bus passengers, by and
large, feel that for the sake of
presenting a cleaner urban look
and for meeting the needs of

s, these sheds
m cleared of shops and
encroachments.

Professionals
begin token
strike today

By Staff Correspondent
Enginecers, doctors, ul-

| turists and BCS officials will

observe today and tomorrow a
two-hour token strike from
11.00 am to press home their
17-point demands,

The professionals under the
leadership of the Prakrichi and
BCS Central Action Committee
said the government in early
May had accepted four of their
major demands but did not
implement them,

Earlier some 70 thousand
professionals observed a strike
for seven days from April 5.

The 17-point demands in-
clude appointment of profes-
sionals to the function-based
cadres, separation of judiciary
from the administration, trans-
fer of executive to elected
public representatives and re-
structuring of the existing bu-
reaucratic system.

Chatrman of the Prakrichi Dr
M A Mazed at a press confer-
ence Thursday said profession-
als at emergency and security
duties would however, dis-
charge their duties 'as usual.

Ajker Kagoj
From Page | Col 8
fice security guard Hasan were
wounded in the blasts, a staff of
the said.
The newspaper stafl and
some local people brought out a
in front of the office
protesting the incident.
Some DUJ leaders visited

the news r office after the
bomb-at and condemned
the incident.

The staff of the Ajker Kagoj
will hold a rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club at 12 noon
today to protest the attack

Fahd’s decrece

From page 1 col 7

Emir and a Wakil (deputy], each
province will in tum by divided
into smaller units run by ap-
pointed administrators.

The Emir would chair a re-
glonal coundil, which should
meet every three months, ac-
cording to the decrees.

Council members would be
made up of heads of regional
government offices, and at least
10 distinguished local men aged
30 or over, serving four-year
terms.

King Fahd would choose
members from a list of candi-
dates nominated by the local

| Emir and approved by the

Minister of Interior, the decree
said.

The councils should “deter-
mine the needs of the region®

and suggest ways local needs
could be met throu the
kingdom's national

They should also “propose

rights of citizens
and freedom in the framework
of the Islamic Sharia (law),” the
decree said.

A milad mahfil was held yesterday
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Central Office in the city for tnrly'

recovery of the party chief Sheikh Hasina. - — Star photo

Experts tell seminar Tk 10 cr BARC

. ; . project to boost
Private sector fails | """ "

to respond to By Staff Correspondent

govt measures

Speakers at a seminar here
yesterday said the private sector
had failed to respond favourably
to the government measures
toward industrialisation, re-
ports LINB.

They observed that large-
scale privatisation and liberal
incentive provisions could not
prop up the private sector.

The seminar on “Industr-
jalisation in Bangladesh: Loo-
king for a breakthrough™ was
organised by the Carl Duisberg
Samity Bangladesh (CDS), an
association of German-trained
personnel, at the German
Cultural Centre yesterday
afternoon.

Presenting the key-note pa-
per at the seminar, economist
Debapriya Bhattacharya said
the reform measures in the
residual public manufacturing
sector could not restore the
economic and financial viability
ol its units. Generous incentives
provided to the foreign investors
did not result in any increase in
foreign capital flow.

He pointed out that the
drastic reduction in the level of
protection -and “realistic”
changes in foreign exchange
regime did not lead to any effi-
cient reallocation of resources,
explosive industrial h or
significant diversification of
manufactured export.

CDS President Prof Dr
Anwarul Azim presided over the
seminar while Director General
of the IMED of the Planning
Ministry Amir Al Khan Majlish
and Managing Director of
ASTECH Limited Alt Ahmed
participated in the discussion

on the paper.
Painting a dismal picture of
the industrial sector, Dr

Bhattacharya, a research fellow
of the BIDS, said employment
estimates put industrial em-
ployment at around three mil-
lion or 10 per cent of the total
employment against agricul-
ture's share of 57 per cent. The
total manufacturing investment
is to be around two per cent of
the GDP.

He appreciated the role of
non-traditional export indus-
tries, particularly the garments
sub-sector which achieved h:j
significant and fetc
1310 million US dollar in the
last fiscal year.

The BIDS economist was
critical of the labourers for their
low productivity. *With produc-
tion becoming increasingly a
more skill intenstve, it is quality

more decistve factor.” He laid
emphasis on skill development.

Dr Bhattacharya observed
that the non-economic factors
were more important than eco-
nomic factors in term of in-
vesiment in the couptry. The
main obstacles in induUstrialisa-
tion are uncertainty in indus-
trial policies, labour unrest,
corruption from top to bottom,
lack of high technology and low
productivity.

Speaking of the obstacles,
Amir Ali Khan Majlish said
these problems were leading the
entrepreneurs to prefer trade to
investment in industrialisation.
*When trading is more secure
and profitable, then why people
will go for investing in indus-
tries?”

O1l explmaﬁon
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Round Table,” here in this
southern US city. The
conference, organised by the
World Bank, was attended by
82 executives and representa-
tives from 37 international oil
mpanies.

The conference that began
Tuesday witnessed a threadbare
and lively discussion on the
prospects and possibilities of
's energy and min-
eral resources focusing on its
social, political, geological and
environmental aspects.

The ts at the con-
ference underlined the need for
maintai social peace and
political stability to foster a
favourable atmosphere for pri-
vate investmentL

Responding to the observa-
tions of the participants, the
Energy Minister, who is also the
leader of the Bangladesh dele-
gation said, a healthy and most
favourable atmosphere has
been created by govern-
ment. "It is the best time to
avail the opportunity of this

L

congenial a here now pre-
vailing in the country,” he
urged

The Energy Minister ob-
served that because of some ob-
stacles in the fiscal policy and
absence of petroleum policy, in-
vestors did not feel encouraged
to come to Bangladesh. They
Tather chose neighbouring
countries, he said, with the cor-
rection of loopholes and updat-
ing of fiscal policy and the pro-
duction sharing contract, the
government has recently formu-
lated a petroleum policy to en-

courage the private en-

of labour which has become a

Lrepreneurs.
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Famous pop singer
apple and Mﬁm by an Israeli girl upon his arrival

urion airport yesterday.

ichael Jackson smells a basket of

— AFP photo

| upazrila

The Bangladesh Agriculture
Research Council [BARC) is

planning to take up a scheme
next year for gathering detailed
hic and socio-economic
information of the country, offi-
cial sources said.
Once implemented, the pro-
ject will provide extenstve in-
formation on the country's agri-
culture, soil, water and climate
as well as on the socio-eco-
nomic condition of the people,
they said.

The Tk 10 crore project,
styled as Geographic Informati-
stem (GIS) and to be
by 1999, would help

i cﬁ mmﬁ'é'm of the

make necessary

Funded by the United
Nations t Program-
me, the project will be
developed version of the Agro

"With the GIS system, the
BARC will also be able to tell
the farmers of a particular vil-
lage which crop would be the

best for cultivation on the basis
of data regarding soil fertility or
humidity ete.

Restore UZ system
to ensure
uplift: Mizan

NARSINGDHI, Sept 17:

Acting Jatiya Party Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury

called on the people to
strengthen the movement for
restoration of the u la sys-
tem to ensure development of

try, g

Addressing a public meeting
at Palash Adarsha
premises, he said the develop-
ment work inftiated by the
Ershad government through the
ja system suffered a jolt
following the abolition of up-
azila.

The meeting was organised
as part of the party's pro-
gramme to press for restoration
of the upazila system and re-
lease of former President and
party chief H M Ershad.

He also condemned the gov-
ernment for failure to check

growing terrorism on the cam-
puscs. [

Rohingya camp

From Page 1 Col 8 -

the telephone line and beat up
the arbitrators at about 8 pm.
Police later rescued the camp
in-charge, chairman and mem-
bers of Khuniapalong Union
Parishad.

Witnesses and police said at
least 15 persons including the
UP Chairman were injured in
the attack. Local mment
officlals Zahir Ahmed and Md
lsmail, and messenger of the
camp office Sujit Barua were
admitted to Rabeta Hospital in
Ramu.

Hundreds of people of the
thana assembled in front of the
office early tud:r-nnd staged
demonstrations there demand-
m&m of the Ansar bat-

During the half-day hartal
that began at 6 am today,
rts were off the road,
were shuttered and busi-

ness establishments closed.
Tension was préevailing in the

£ S,
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The Midnight File
Ceasefire in Bosnia

SARAJEVO, Sept 17: Musitm and Croat army chicfs agreed

: on a ecasefire in South and Central Bosnia

clashed in

today as thetr troops

fighting in the southern city of Mostar. News of

the truce broke after battles between Muslims and Croats
erupted in Mostar, where 55,000 Muslims are encircled by
Croat troops. Muslim-controlled radio said there were heavy ca-

sualties, reports Reuter.

20 killed in Kashmir clashes

SRINAGAR, (india), Sept 17: Sporadic viclence claimed 20
lives overnight in the norther Indian state of Kashmir as four

Muslim separatists escaped from a Srinagar police hospital, po-
lice said here today. Officers said 17 rebels died in clashes with

security
from the fortified
ing treatment

and added that four wanted guerillas escaped

hospital, where they had been undergo-
today, reports AFP.

UNSC threatens to reimpose

sanctions on Haiti
UNITED NATIONS, Sept 17: The UN Security Council threat-

ened today to

sanctions on Hatti if security forces did

reimpose
not halt the wave of violence sweeping the country. The United

Nations last month suspended embargoes on ofl and military
sales after the Haitlan military agreed to let ousted Pgesident
Jean-Bertrand Aristide return to power in late October, reports

AFP,

Demonstration Day
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nepotism by the government are

destroying administration, edu-,

cational institutions and other
, she said.

The Awami chief also
accused the government of
abusing the anti-terrorism law
to stifle the voice of the people
protesting government's mis-
deeds misrule.

Another reports says:
Deputy Opposition Leader
Abdus Samad Azad demanded
immediate and unconditional
release of Mohammad Shamim,
General Secretary of Jalmalganj
thana Awami League under

Sunamganj district.

In a statement, he denoun-
ced the arrest and alle that
leaders and acttvists of Awami
League through out the country
were being harassed and
arrested under ‘false cases’ filed
by the local BNP leaders.
He demanded immediate re-
lease of all Awami League men
including Mohammad Shamim
and hait of repression and ha-
rassment on opposition mem-
bers.
Meanwhile, in separate
statement Awami League Orga-
nising Secretary and opposition
Whip Mohammad Nasim protes-
ted arrest of Chhatra League
General Secretary Shahidul
Islam Lal of Kazipur Oovern-
ment Monsur Ali College unit.
in another statement, the
opposition Whip also protested
the ‘illegal’ lock-out of Ishwardi
Textile Mills and demanded
immediate withdrawal of the no-
tice

Border talks
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between the two countries was
held on September 12 at the
Mongdaw township of
Myanmar.

An eight-member Bangla-
desh team headed by the Sector

Commander of Chittagong Col
Kazi Asrafuddin Ahmed atte-

nded the flag meeting while the
12-member mar side was
led by its Directer of Border
Immigration Col Than Aye.

In the meeting, the Myanmar
border guard efTicials apolo-
gised for the recent attack on
Bangladeshi fisherman and as-
sured to stop recurrence of
such untoward incidents, offi-
cials said.

The body of the Bangladeshi
fisherman was, however, not re-
tumed on grounds that it was
totally decomposed, ‘officials
added.

3 Pak soldiers
killed in

border clash

NEW DELHI, Sept 17: Indian
and Pakistani troops clashed on
the border Friday and three

Pakistani soldiers were killed, a
news agency reported, says AP,
The skirmish took place in
the northern Indian state of
Jammu-Kashmir where Muslim
guerillas are waging a war for
independence from India.

Pak army officers
will sit in
polling stations

ISLAMABAD, Sept 17: Pakis-
tani army officers will sit in
‘each of the 34,000 polling
stations on election day on
October 6 to prevent manipula-
tion of the results, Election
Commissioner Naimuddin said
today, re Reuter.

#hl: mlun to this efiect
has been taken to provide
greater confidence to the voters

to exercise their right of fran-
chise,” the official APP news

agency quoted Naimuddin as
saying.

Errata

In our news ftem, "Six govt
Secretaries to retire by year

end’, ap on September
17, the name of A Z M Shamsul
Alam, Secretary of the Election

Commission was inadvertently

area.

| secretaries.

included among the retiring

CHT talks
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Indian officials and Chakma
refugees in Khagrachhari on

September 19.
The Indian team members

will visit at least five thanas —

namely Ramgarh, Mat{ Ranga,
Mahalchhari, Rangamati and

Dighinal to see for themselves
whether congenial atmosphere
was prevafling in those areas for
return of the tribal refugees
from Tripura (India) camps.

The members of the

Bangladesh team will also travel
with the Indian team during
their wvisit
thanas

to the different

Ht-lrﬂ'hﬂt, nine tribals,

seven women and two babiles,

returned to from
Tripura (india) refugee camps
yesterday.

Kalpa Chakma, MP,

Ranjan
told BSS today that the tribals
returned on their own accord to
sce if a peaceful and congenial
atmosphere is
hill tracts for return of the tribal

refugees from India.

in the

The seven tribal women be-

longed to the Marma commu-
nity of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

GF views on
Zila Parishad

Bill tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent
Gano Forum will express its
views on the Zila Parishad
(Amendment) Bill at a press
conference at 11 am tomorrow.
The standing committee of
t}tplﬂyltttlmm-
ing yesterday decided to hoild
the news conference at the GF's

central office at Segunbagicha.
Chaired by the acting

President Begum Noorjahan
Murshid, the meeting criticised
the bill saying it had ignored
the fundamental of the
Zila Parishad and concentrated
only on the
"There is in t:
bill regard the autonomy
the Zila Pnﬂ:l'udm ," a resolution
of the said.
AMA Muhit, Pankaj Bhatta-
chariya, Saifuddin Ahmed

MP,
Masharul Islam Igbal and
others addressed the meeting.

Pranab Mukherjee
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The trade between the two
closest neighbours began in
1972 with the conclusion of
was followed b;#mmmcrm&n
in last 20 years.

Bangladesh imported goods
worth 177.24 million US dollars
from India against exports of
only 0.25 million US dollars in
1990-91.

In 1991-92, the country im-
ported commodities valued at
40.83 million US dollars from
India and exported goods of
4.53 million US dollars only to
that country.

Bangladesh's export to India
is confined to only a few items
such as newsprints, hides and
skins and jute.

The country fm 60 per
cent of its engineering
materials from India. Besides, it
purchases a lot of items from
India, including textile yarn,
dyeing, tanning and colouring
materials, ticals, mi-
nerals, fruits and spices.

Urban development
From Page 1 Col 5
policies and act according to the
council's guidelines.

Sources concerned said that
there was a consensus at the
workshop that the existing in-
stituliional set-up was inade-
quate to deal with the urban
problems while there were lot of
areas where and
duplication eccurred which
caused inconvenience to urban

dwellers.
*The el
council will a lot 10 remove

lack of coordination among

ncies and will promote

wed development of the ur-

areas,” said an expert who
attended the workshop.



