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Preserving Architecture

When Prince Charles expressed his strong reser-
vation about the architecture of London’s buildings,

particularly of the mode

rn ones, it caused quite a

furore. First, by making his comment public the
prince somewhat broke with the tradition of the

royal family and then he was not an authority on

the subject. But instead

of making him unpopular

to the British public, this criticism endeared him
with them. The architects also had no reply to his

accusation simply beca
nobody cared to do. The
nent architect but his
fronting

use he pointed to a fault
prince may not be an emi-
aesthetic sense was con-

the concrete jumble in London with shock

and he had to come up with a statement.

Whether Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has also
taken the cue from Prince Charles is beside the
point, but it is a highly important matter that she

is ly concerned

about maintaining the ar-

chitecture of the old buildings in our country. The
way our proud possessions of the past are ne-
glected simply manifests our lack of awareness

about our history

and tradition. Prince Charles's

complaint was that the new structures have no re-
spect for the style and form of buildings that have

lent ovér the centuries

a distinctive character to

London — entirely its own. Our case is no different.

If conformity

for London was in question, ours is

a problem of this one plus our mindless drive for
raging the old — historical as well — structures to

the

ground and erecting anything modern in fts

place. Our national press club building, a Victorian

architectural beauty

with so much to boast —

where even world-renowned physicist Satyendra
Nath Bose resided for a short period — was one
such casualty. The Bardwan House, now Bangla

Academy, has been

expanded and renovated leav-

ing much of its architecture unaltered. But not

ding of the Brojo

Mohan or BM of Barisal will be restored to
its shape through reinforcement. A wel-
come on the part of the authority.

Any tinkering with the architectural marvels of
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history is distorted or simply obliterated, neither of

which can be helpful for d

a sense of re-

spect for one’s own culture and heritage. The Prime

Minister has drawn att

ention of the nation to a

much-needed task. But to do full justice to the

trip to the island of Phu-
ket in the south of Thai-
land takes about one
and a hall hours by plane from

Bangkok. There are six to eight

tourists fock to
round the year. It is called
“Pearl of the Andaman Sea’.
Indeed it is a tourists’ se.
Made out of a fairly large island,
from east to west it stretches for
about 100 kilometres.

Driving from Bangkok west-
ward along the coast, popular
resort areas like Cha-Am, Hua
Hin, Chumpong etc, come into
view before one reaches near
Had Yai from where the road
straight south leads to Phuket
and the other highway in south-
eastern direction connects
Thailand with Malayasia. The
south-west coastline of Thai-
land with the Pearl of the
Andaman Sea on one side
seems to be enjoying rapid eco-
nomic growth because of
coastal tourism and its spin-off
elfects.

An excellent dual carriage-
way with four lanes on each
side constitutes the major
artery of transportation for the
region. The coastline here is
now dotted with resorts, hotels,

apartments, holiday homes, golf

| courses, sea-food centres and

shopping complexes. Only ten
years back, fishing villages and

one single town giving the ap-
pearance of a tourist centre

(Hua Hin) could be found in this
coastal of Thailand. | was
at Cha Am last week and drove
down upto Chumpong. This
week, 1 flew to Phuket aflter a
gap of only five years. | found
the developments simply awe-
some — so massive and intense
that very soon we will be talking
about a Thai Riviere. The huge
apartment butldings, bought
over by rich Thai families and
foreign business companies for
use as holiday homes, country
clubs concentrating on golf,
luxury hotels and resorts — all
together give the impression of
a string of gems, like a necklace
when lights are switched on in

the evening. It is a fantastic .

view from the gulf very similar

Coastal Tourism : The Money-spinner

to the Mediterranian coast of
Spain, France and ltaly.

Well Tested Strategy

Coastal tourism, as the basis

for economic growth is a well
tested strategy of economic de-

lo t. Beginn in the
mn air trinve]l became
cheap and affordable to ordi
nary middle-class familics! go
ing out on holidays for upto few
thousand miles became com
monplace. As a result, real
boom in development came
forth to Meditterancan coun:
tries due to European tourisis
and in the Carrfbeans because
of Americans, Further, expan-
sion of air travel in view of long-
haul wide bodied jets allowed
even low cost budget travellers
to come over to Thailand,
Malayasia or Ball island Jor a
week to 10 days ol rclaxation
consisting of sun, sand and
fresh sca food Goll, prometcd
primarily lor the Japancse. has
also become the big attraction,

The boom in tourism in Asia
during 1980s started with the
Japanese so much so that cven
in the recession year of 1993,
practically one out ol every
three Japanese would be taking
a holiday away from the coun-
try. Their first destination is
Hawaii followed by Guam,
Tahiti and Thailand in order ol
number of Japanese lourisl ar-
rivals recorded in earlier years
These are big time business in-
volving billions of dollars of
transactions over Lhe season. A
million tourists, each spending
a thousand dollars would mean
a billion dollars tourist revenue
excluding the revenue earned
by the airlines. Last year, over
five million tourists visited
Thailand and foreign exchange
earned exceeded other sources
vi such earnings. If total rev.
enue [rom tourism along in
Asia-Pacific region is taken into
account, the figure could casily
exceed the  gross domeslic
products [GDP) of Banghwlcsh.

What is the big attraction to
millions of peoples crowding the
atrports all over Asia? There is a
false impression that it {s winc
and women. The sea itself is the

primary factor for the boom in
coastal tourism. People love the
sea and the foods dertved from
it. We Bengalis are a different
matter; we neither like the sea
because of our colour prejudice
and therefore hate the sun: nor
do we have any preference for
sca food But let us look
through the window on Asia —
there the world is fast changing
and becoming so different from
us.

Economic growth in the
Pacilic rim cguntries have led to
the generation of new tourism
traffic from Singapore, Hong:
kong, Talwan, Malayasia, Thai-
hr?nnd Republic of Korea but
the latest trend of 1990s |s
cmuergoiee ol lourists from

mannland China — planeloads
ol them are visiting neighbour-
ing counirics
recrealion

w

for rest and
While [rom reces

the only pice of voastal real es-
tale where inspite of vast po-
tentials, tourism has hardly de-
veloped so [ar

On the other hand, imagine
a capacity for 10,000 tourists at
a lime, an occupancy rate of
200 days per annum and a
datly expenditure fon the aver-
age) of 100 dollars per tourist.
The lourism from Cox's Bazar
alone would hawe penerated 200
million dollars. ol revenue,
around 20,000 nuw jobs and a
sharp rise in demand for local
goods and scrvices: Together
with airlinc revenues and vari-
ous multiphcr cffeets, the bene-
fits in aggregates could easily
run uplo halfl a billion dollars
cach year. Il this basic tourism
infrastructure was in place by
the end of 1980s, then sus-
tained efforts at doubling
touriam capacily every two to

VWINDOW ON ASIA

ston-ridden Europe and North
America, tourist llows have
dwindled, intra-regional tou-
rsm from within Asia enabled
the boom to continue,

Sea Beach of Pristine
Glory

In the soulh-casl corner of

Banglandesh, there (s a sea
beach ol pristine glory —
stretehing for as much as 80
miles. 10 s an unbroken virgin

strip of gold Irom sun and sand
with lovely sca-lood not appre-
ciated by the local people. In
fact, we tend to look fnward and
iowards Middle-East and
Europe but hardly ever towards
the sca which to us seems to
appcar as an empty void. In
addition, the dangers from an
often violent Bay of Bengal fur-
ther whittled our interests in
maritime alfairs in general and
coastal development potentials
in particular,

If we look at the rest of Asta,
Cox's Bazar coast is perhaps

three years would have ¢reated
the new Riviere on the Bay of
Bengal by the turn of the cen-
tury

Importance Overlooked

The itmportance ol coastal
tourism in generating rapid
economic growlh can be enor-
mous — a fact often overlooked
by planners of our country,
more concerned with our innate
cultural and religious conser-
viilism negating the potentials
of a multibilion dollars busincss

on the roast. The decision-mak-
ers have been unnecessarily

apprehenstve of local backlash:
while the enormous benefits
from jobs and incomes to the
coastal population have always
been understated or not men-
tioned at all. | was SDO Cox's
Bazar in 1966. After 27 years
tourist facilities and hotel ca-
pacity has hardly improved
there. Phuket or Hua Hin were
hardly known in those days
when Cox's Bazar could have
become the holiday destination

Nobody realized that ourism
could be such a businecss.
However, can it be now or
have we missed the boat for-
ever? Personally | consider that
Asian tourists other than
Japanese would be the phe-
nomenon of the next two
decades and the volumes of
such tourist flows could be
enormous Imagine one oul of
every 100 Chinese mainlanders
travelling abroad each year i
would mean eight million
tourists and add to it wealthier
overseas Chinese from Taiwan
and ASEAN countries who have
already started enjoying their
vacations by the sea. With large
families and travelling In
groups, the new Asian tourisis
prefer destinations near home
— close to the paddy lands, and
smell of spices. Europe is rather
remote to them and bland to
their taste. Since the above
trends are likely to prevail upto
the near future (il not longer),
coastal tourtam of Cox's Bazar
is bound to succeed as a family
destination as well as a place
for goll and fresh sea-food.

Let us therefore, not waste
our competitive advanlage in
coastal tourism. We have waited
and wasted such opportunitics
in the past. Time is of essence
We realise that the demand for
anything like tourism as a ser-
vice is bound to be clastic in the
long run.

Investment Support
Coas tourism, | billion

dollar money-spinner of Cox's
Bazar, calls for limited public
investment support in certain
specific infrastructural projects
which could initiate the much
sought aflter spinning through a
virtual gold mine. First will be
preparation of a comprehensive
physical plan for tourism devel-
opment covering the coastal belt
starting from Cox's Bazar town
to the southern most point
called Badar Mokam including
St Martin's island as well as
other islands near Moheskhali,

The major infrpstructural in
vestmerfts by t:r Government

would consist of expansion of
Cox's Bazar airport so that non-

running in-between the sea
beach and Cox’s Bazar-Teknal

locations like Himchari, Unamni,
Bahrachara, Monkhali etc: pro-
vision of electricity to prese-
lected hotel/resort sites, devel-
opment of public facilities at
beach sites and expansion of
the golfl course upto interna-
tional standards.

The rest of the development
will be taken care of by the pri-
vate sector including invest-
ments in hotels/resorts. tele-
phone/fax services, transport,
chartered {lights and all other
ancillary facilities where com
mercialisation s feasible. To
begin with, our tourism organi-
satiori should give up manage-
ment of hotels at Cox's Bazar
and hand them over to interna-
tional hoteliers in order to initi-
ate the private sector to new
tourism opportunities. in
Bangladesh.

Our coastal lourism venture
would only be a repetition of the
same success story of Spain In
the 1960s. Carribean in 1970s
and Thailand/peninsular
Malayasia in 1980s. Tourists
each year look for new places to
visit. Cox's DBazar as a new
found destination, unspotled
beaches and excellent weather
in season [much better than
humid south-east Asial should
therefore suceeed. Imagine, for
example, direct flights from
Tokyo bringing in planeloads of
golf enthusiasts on a Friday
evening and a fabulous sea-food
dinner waiting for the guests,
costling them hardly ten per
cent, of Hs price in Japan; next,
two days ol excellent golf, more
sca-food and for non-golfers —
the sea and the sun are always
there. [ such weekend package
tours could be organised al rea-
sonable costs, then profitable
tourism should attract plenty of
foreign direct investments for
the purpose, and, the plan
should include gollers not only
from Japan but from all over
South-east and East Asla —
crowding the greens and the
beaches at Cox's Bazar.

Human Rights must be Universal, Says New Head

Kevin J Kelley writes from Washington

M
Abdullahi An-Na'im takes over as the head of the US-based human rights group Africa
Watch at a time when human rights are high on the international agenda. The 47-year-old
Sudan-bomn attorney was forced to flee his country in 1985 for political reasons. Gemini

TANDING up for human

rights in Africa can be a

« very dangerous activity.

Abdullahi An-Na'im, the new

head of the Africa Waich

human rights group, knows
that from personal experience,

The 47-year-old Sudan-born
attorney was forced to flee his
country in 1985 because of his
20-year-long membership of the
Republican Brothers, an Islamic
reform movement based in
Khartoum. An-Na'im had previ-
ously been jailed without charge
or trial because of his involve-
ment with the group, whose
founder was executed by
Sudanese authorities. »

His own life would be endan-
gered if he returned to Sudan,
An-Na'im said in an interview
from Africa Watch headquarters
in Washington. Under the penal
code adopted by Sudan’s
Islamist government, “my views
would be said to constitute the
crime of apostasy,” which, An-
Na'im noted, is now punishable
by death.

The Republican Brothers
were subjected to harsh mea- -
sures, including an outright
ban, because the group sought
to reconcile aspects ol Islamic
law with human rights stan-
dards. Despite such treatment
at the hands of Sudanese offi-
cials, An-Na'im insists that
there is no inherent contradic-
tion between the two codes. He
does concede, however, that
*tremendous tensions® stir the
relationship between these two
sets of religious and secular

- principles.

An-Na'im also has not al-
lowed- his experience in Sudan
to lead him toward stic

conclusions about the status of

Letters: for publication in these columns should be
[ | addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Wage earners'
remittance

Sir, | am a
whose husband mo
four) small piece of land and
took loan to go to Kuwait. He
regu sends some money by
De Draft to enable me to
pay the debts and maintain
myself.

Unfortunately, the DDs sent
on nationalised banks are tak-
ing a long time to be cashed.
This has become more serious
in the last few months. On
25.5.93, | deposited a DD on
Oman Exchange Co Ltd.,
Kuwait to nk, Uttara
Bank Ltd, Satmasjid Road
branch, who sent it to Agrani
Bank for encashment. For two
months Agrani Bank sat on it
and only released after | in-
curred some unwanted ex-

On 7.7.93 | again deposited
a DD for $326 to Uttara Bank
who sent it to the bank,
Janata Bank, ad office,
Motijheel on 9.7.83. Till early

News Service profiles t
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f

'AFRICA WATCH CHIEF ABDULLAHI AN-NA'IM

'‘One has got to be an optimist’
human rights in Africa. "In this
business,” he remarks, "one has
got to be an optimist.”

current conditions
in Africa is like trying to decide
whether a is half-full or

half-empty, An-Na'im explains.
*] choose to see it as half-full.
Looking at where we have come
from, | can see tremendous im-
Fmvmtmtn in Africa in the past
Tt .

At Mncu Watch, An-Na'im -

will try to extend those gains by
assisting non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs) in countries
all over the continent. He in-

tends to give priority to

last moggh, despite numerous
reminders, my bank (Uttara
Bank) said they did not recetve

the from Janata Bank.
Under such circumstances,
what am [ to do? My creditors
are making my life miserable. Is
this how our carners are
being harassed? Will our
Bangladesh Bank take some ac-
tion? Please help me and also
such others.

Sahidunnesa

EC fellowships

Sir, With due respect, it is
stated that the nominations for
EC postdoctorate fellowships
are not properly evaluated in
1993, and the scientists are
showing strong objections

t this so-called selection
of the candidates.

This year hundreds of senfor
and junior PhD holders are al-
lowed to apply for EC fellow-
ships and it is for the first time

"capacity-building initiatives”
that will enable human rights
monitoring groups to function
more effectively.

Alrica Watch cannot provide °

funding for these endeavours,
the new director said, but it
can offer technical assistance
in the areas of data-gathering
and communications. His am-
bitious overall aim is to promote
*a human rights culture in
Africa”.

An-Na'im in tum locates this
mission in the broader context

" of the South's efforts to end its

dependency on the North.
Human rights groups in Africa,
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he observed, still rely on their
counterparis in Eurepe
North America for financing and
for other resources,

To be truly eflective, An-
Na'im added, "human rights
work should be a partnership of
people throughout the world.”
He wants to help develop the

of African groups so
that they can "act as partners.’
in that direction is

. already being made, An-Na'im

says. NGOs in Africa have at-
tained a greater degree of so-
phistication, he noted, while
those in the rest of the world
are becoming more politically
influential.

That much was clearly evi-
dent at the United Nations
conference on human rights,
held in Vienna in June, And the
strengthening of NGOs is seen
by An-Na'tm as an important cl-
ement in a debate that raged
among delegates at the Vienna

meeting.

This argument basically pits
those who believe in the univer-
sality of human rights princi-
ples against those who favour a
relativist interpretation,
whereby human rights stan-
dards reflect differences among
cultural traditions. An-Na'im
himself irmly upholds the uni-
versalist position. “1 believe uni-
versality is the objective,” he
declares, "and it's what human
rights are all about.”
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e - e e e e L S

in Bangladesh that the candi-
dates are allowed to apply with-
out any . It is also for
the first time that candidates
applied in one field and are se-
lected for other field. In a few
cases, more than one candidate
were sclected from the same
department. Reportedly, some
candidates virtually having no
contributions in a particular
field were selected in the rele-
vant fleld although excellent
candidates were available. Some
of the renowned scientists ap-
gl;ln; for this fellowship have
n dropped out. Some of the
sclected candidates have ‘not
eligible’ 3rd divisions in their
academic carecers. Age, total
publications, previous postdoc-
torate training, service-bond in
the institutes etc mattered little
in the selection of candidates.
Regarding this EC postdoc-
torate fellowship nominations,
now there are hundreds of
0 ts among the scientists
in the country. Even a gold-
medalist scientist is said to
Softis to reevalu-
ate the bio data and contribu-
tions of candidates under ap-
propriate guideline so that such
scientists can come up in
his/her field as to con te
more for  of the nation.
It is also suggested that EC
head office may collect applica-
tions under an appropriate

guideline so that they can select

the proper ones from the list.
Otherwise, it is requested for
total stoppage of EC postdoc-
torate fellowship for 1993 until
a right guideline is developed.

Dr P K Ahmed and Dr J Musa
Dhaka

Road traffic
planning

Sir, It ap that 20-30
years of family planning cam-
paign and expenditure of bil-
lions of taka from the public ex-
chequer have met with a flasco.
In 1993 we have more than four
times larger population in our
country than what we had In
the year 1947.

Today we can hardly move
from one place to another by
motor vehicle, rickshaw or on
foot easily due to traffic jam and
rush of people on the public
thoroughfares and footpaths.

However, it is very interest-
ing that over past several years
some of our public leaders have
launched several f.e
‘food for all’, 'education for all' ,
‘housing for all', ‘health for all’
— by the year 2000 AD. As if by
the dawn of 21st century, we
would step into a heaven and
our country would be got ridden
of all prob f

We wonder why our public
leaders have not launched any

and -

he man who will be monitoring human rights violations in Africa.

The claims of the relativists,
he adds, can best be challe
from within a particular cul-
ture. And that is another reason
why he is aiming to enhance the
capabilities of indigenous NGOs
in Africa.

An-Na'im is virtually certain
to become embroiled in other
debates as he takes over the
leadership of an organisation
that is no stranger to contro-
versy. Africa Watch, with offices
in New York and London as well
as in Washington, regularly is-
sucs well-documented reports
on individual countries.

Its stafl of four [ull-time re-
searchers and several consul-

" tants work under the umbrella

of Human Rights Waich, an
NGO that also sends monitoring
teams to various nations in
Asia, Europe and the Americas.

Rakiya Omaar, An-Na'im's
predecessor at Africa Watch, left
that post earlier this year be-
cause ol a dispute over the
group's stance on the United
States-led intervention in
Somalia. Africa Watch had offi-
cially endorsed the dispatch of
troops to protect reliel workers
in the strife-torn country, but
Omaar spoke out publicly
against he US operation, sug-
gesting that it might well exac-
erbate rather than resolve the
conflict in Somalia.

Omaar subsequently
founded a London-based group

road traflic campaign in the
metropolitan city of Dhaka as
yet. Do our public leaders pos-
sess any occult power or an
‘Aladin’s Lamp’ to solve the road
traffic problem with a twinkle of

an eye in the year 2000 AD?

The population of Dhaka
would be doubled, it would be
the 17th megacity and one of
the 20th most populated cities
in the would in the year 2000.

We call for an immediate and
urgent launc of road traffic
planning for the metropolitan
city of Dhaka to live in peace

and harmony.

O H Kabitr
Dhaka- 1203

Parjatan restaurant
at Kurmitola

Sir, The write-up titled "All
dressed up and somewhere to
go” by Aasha Mehreen Amin

in the "Dhaka Day by

Day" column Wuly 30) of your
dadly about a restaurant
set up by the Parjatan

at Kurmitola, a lit-

tie distance from Dhaka city.
This restaurant has been

opened with the objective of

E;'enm'ﬂnnluhpmphn
, congenjal and pleasurable

place of spending some time on
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known as Alrican Rights, which
recently issued a report charg-
ing United Nations forces in

Somalia with human rights
abuses
An-Na'im said that Alrica

Waich has not modified its posi-
tion in support of military ac-

tion Lo defend humanitarian
workers in Somalia. lie added

though, that his organisation
had recently expressed fits
“strong disapproval”™ of UN of-
fensive actions that have killed
scores of Somalis — civilans as
well as combatants.

Africa Watch has also called
on UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghall 1o estab-
lish an international commis-
sion that would investigate the
conduct of all forces in Somalia
and bring to account those re-
sponsible for human rights vie-
lations.

An-Na'im, married and the
father of five, approaches these
issues from an activist as well
as a scholarly perspective. He
came to Washington from
Egypt. where he served as
scholar-in-residence at the
Cairo office of the Ford
Foundation. He holds two de- '
grees from Cambridge and has
been a visiting professor of law
at universities in Sweden,
Canada and the US.

Those affiiations have not
caused him to become an apol-
ogist for establighed authority.
*Governments, North or South,
never relinquish power,” says
An-Na'im, “so it's a question of
people asserting their rights
rather than waiting for govern-
ment to concede them.”

KEVIN J KELLEY is Editor of
the international affairs journal
“Toward Freedom.”
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lunch, dinner or snack. By
reading the write-up, we know
that the restaurant is a water
front one, situated on a lake.

The lake has been created to
enhance the beauty of the spot
and for the recreation of the
visitors going there, Visitors can
enjoy the boating in the lake
subject to paying the rent
charged by the authority. And
they, both male and female, can
move around the place freely
and without any disturbances.

We know that Dhaka city
dwellers are now badly in need
of retreational places as the
atmosphere at the existing
parks in Dhaka is not at all

satisfactory where people can
stroll safely and peacefully.

Under the circumstances,
with the creation of this restau-
rant having some decent recre-
ational opportunities, the needs
of the people living in Dhaka
has ly been fulfilled. In
this respect, the initiative of

tan ration for the es-
tablishment of this restaurant
at Kurmitola is, of course,
commendable. We wc the
Parjatan Corporation will come
forward to set up more such
restaurants for recreation
the people in the city of
Dhaka and elsewhere.

Md Delowar Hossain
Dhaka



