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NEWS BRIEFS

Mostafiz leaves
for NY today

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman leaves here for
New York to attend the
48th regular session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA). The UNGA
session will from _

21) at the UN head-

guarters in New York, reports
UNB.

OIC standing body

meets tomorrow

The three-day sixth meeting
of the OIC Standing Committee
on Technological Cooperation
will begin in Is tomor-
row. State Minister for Science
and Technology Prel MA
Mannan left Pakistan last night
to attend the meeting Mannan
is leading a three-member dele-
which include Deputy
Scientific Adviser Ahmed Al-
and High Commissioner
of Bangladesh to Pakistan

Anwar Hashim, reports UNB.

Rabiussani moon
sighted

The Rabiussani moon was
sighted yesterday, according to
an Islamic Foundation press re-
lease. The National Mooan Sig:
hting Committee, which met
here yesterday evening with
Religious Affairs Minister Ke-
ramat All in the chair, reviewed
the reports received from the
district and divisional offices of
the Islamic Foundation and also
from the Met Office about the

Three Indians
pushed back

LALMONIRHAT, Sept 17: The
Bangladesh Rifles pushed baick
10 Bengeali-speaking Indian
Muslims through Srirampur
border of Patgram thana of the
district Thursday night. These
Indian nationals were pushed in

h territory by the

ASHWIN 3, 1400 BS,

Pnluttmlm H.lhcr el 'Ihbhnh, 25 nnd his bride Nermine, 18, walk mth bndeamaldn huithng a Palestinian flag through Gaza
Clty _vﬂtardnjr They are the first Pl]ait:lmnn couple to marry on the occupied Gaza Strip since the signing of PLO-1srael

PLO diplomatic office

in US next month

TUNIS, Sept 17: The
Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation, honoured along with
Israeli leaders with a
prize today, said ft mm
its diplomatic: office in the
United States next month, re-
ports Reuter.

Despite the international
plaudits over the historic ac-
cord, the PLO came under more
fire from Palestinfan radicals —
who denied they had agreed a
truce with the organisation in
the Isracli-occupied territories.

But PLO officials loyal to
Chairman Yasser Arafat said
they were winning the battle for
the hearts and minds of

. Palestinians under Israeli occu-

pation.

"In the occupied territories
there is now more support than
opposition. Arafat has been
bombarded with phone calls of
support,” said one official at
PLO headquarters, which keeps
in close touch with the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

The UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) said it

raising prospects of ending
decades of Arab-israelt blood-

A panel chaired by lormer
US secretary of state Henry
Kissinger awarded the prize,
worth 800,000 French francs
(143,000 US dollar) and named
after the president of Ivory
Coast.

The peace accord paved the
way for a resumption of US-PLO
contacts severed by Washington
in 1990.

Sacb Erakat, deputy head of
the Palestinian negotiating team
at the Middle East peace talks,
said the PLO will open "an offi-
cial Palestinian mission” In
Washington next month.

In Amman, the radical
Islamic group Hamas denied it
had reached a truce with the

PLO but called on its followers
in the lsraeli-occupied territo-
ries to avoid inter-Palestinian
clashes.

"There was no agreement at
all between Hamas and the
PLO,” Hamas representative
Mohammad Nazzal told
Reuters. "This is a fabrication
by Yasser Arafat."

A statement reieased in
Tunis on Thursday and m:l
by Hamas and PLO
Isracli jails said the two mﬂu
had on ou inter-
nal ting and violence.

Nazal denied that the Tunis
document was authentic.

A Hamas spokesman in
Jordan, [brahim Goshe, said
the group had sent a senior del-
egation to Syria to rally Arab
support for efforts to foil the

accord

Nayef Hawatmeh of the
Damascus-wing of the Demo-
cratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine told a news confer-
ence in Damasous that the
United States and Israel were
piling pressure on Syria to
silence opposition to the deal.

| Concern over slow implementation
Donors monitoring programmes

Concerned by the slow im-
plementation of development
programmes, the donors have
sped up their vigil on external
assistance from the start of the
new fiscal year, according to
officials in the Planning
Commission.

The donors, with a view 1o
expediting the implementation
process, have also appointed
own consultants — in addition
to the government's ones —to
their different projects.

Explaining the donors’ move,
a high offictal of the Planning
Commission said, this has hap-
pened mainly because of the
donors concern over the slow

rate of progress in the govern-
ment's development pro-

The supervisory role of the
donors has increased on the

ing aspects. Some projects uf
the Annual Development
Programme (ADP), which the

By Inam Ahmed

donors view as ‘over optimistic’,
are also under their close
scrutiny, sources said.

The BNP government has
been trying to speed up its de-
velopment projects since com-
ing to power in 199]. It has al-

taken a number of mea-
sures including monitoring of
projects on a regular basis, pri-
oritising them and waming the
agencies trailing behind the re-
quired level of project imple-
mentation.

Despite these efforts, the
ADP continued to wiltnesas
shortfalls in project implemen-
tations, statistics shows.

The last year's ADP itself
was scaled down to Tk 8121
crore from the original of Tk
8650 crore. But indications are
there that the actual implemen-
tation is far below the revised
ADP line.

Against this backdrop, the
donors are not that 'optimistic’
about the outcome of this year's
ADP of Tk 9750 crore, according
o sources.

The supervisory role of the

World Bank (WB] and NORAD
clearly indicated that the

" donors are mounting pressure

on the government for timely
completion of the programmes,
sources said.

The WB decided to appoint a
consultant of its own to super-
vise its coastal embankment
and flood protection pro-
gramme.

The consultant, working as
engineer for the Water
Development Board, would pass
all bills and reports relating to
its implementation.

The NORAD has also ap:
pointed its own consultant to
supcrvise the small industries

development pro me being
implemented by the Bangladesh
Bank.

Planning Commission soyr-

ces observe that the present
supervisory role of the donors
would help the government
narrow fits gap between the
orlﬂn.l] and revised ADF this

— AFP photo

Arafat’s picture
in White House

WASHINGTON, Sept 17:
Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation Chairman Yasser Arafat
has received the ultimate
compliment for joining in a
peace accord with Israel — his
picture is hanging in the west
wing of the White House, re-
ports Reuter.

Ten photos taken by White
House photographers of
Monday's signing ceremony, in-
cluding Arafat's historic hand-
shake with Israell Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, now
grace a hallway in the west wing

leading to the Oval Office.
il .

Dhaka seeks int’l
help in oil
exploration

HOUSTON (Texas), 17:
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Dr Khandaker Mosha-
rrafl Hossain called upon the
international oil companies to
extend sincere help and co-
operation in the discovery and
exploration of prospective pet-
roleum resources of Bang-
ladesh. reports BSS.

"Bangladesh will certainly be
able to make a breakthrough in
flourishing its untapped energy
and mineral resources if neces-
sary help and support of fiscal
and technical know-how were
provided with,” he told them
with firm determination.

The Energy Minister was

:r-nktnf‘lt the concluding day
the three-day long interna-
tional conference on “Bang-

ladesh: Petroleum Investment
See Page 12 Col 5
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Govt reduces

Government has decided to
reduce the bank rate from 8.5
per cent to 6 per cent and the
floor rate of fixed deposits from
6 per cent to 5.5 per cent, re-
ports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
high-level meeting held yester-
day with Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman in view of
"overall improvement of the
macro-economic management,
including the inflation
rate which is at present 2.5 per
cent.” _

The meeting, attended by the
officials of Bangladesh Bank,
Finance Division and the
Internal Resources Division, re-
viewed the structure of interest
rates of banks and savings in-
struments.

The Finance Minister em-
phasised on speedy reduction of
lending rates by commercial
banks to stimulate and activate
the economy through higher in-
vestment in productive sector.

The meeting also discussed
the effects of unusually high
interest rate of savings instru-
ments fixed by the past gov-

bank rates

ernment at a time of high rate
of inflation in bank lending and
securities markets,

The Minister directed the
concerned officials to rationalise
the rates of savings instruments
directly competing with the
banks and securities markets.

He expressed the hope that
banks would respond to the
measures taken by the govern-
ment and take effective steps to
provide credit at a lower rate.

Pranab Mukherjee
may visit in Oct

Indian Commerce Minister
Pranab Mukherjee is likely to
pay a visit to Dhaka in the first
week of October at the invita-
tion of his Bangladesh eounter-

reports UNB.

Officials said the visit will
provide an opportunity for
Dhaka and New Delhi to review
the trade n between the
two countries, marked by per-
sistent Imbalance for

Bangladesh.
See Page 12 Col 8
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Uganda to replicate
Bangladesh model

By M Anwarul Haq

"We consider education as
the most formidable political
weapon for development. And
we had no hésitation in eoming
to Bangladesh to see some of
your novel educational pro-
jects™. -

This was stated by Eriya

1 ‘Kategaya the First Deputy

: in an

.with The
Daily Star at the end of his five-
day visit to Bangladesh yester-
day.

Kategaya who led a ten-
member Ugandan delegation to
have a first hand knowledge of
the education programmes at
the primary level here séid,
*Even in Uganda we have heard
about your mass literacy pro-

mes, es about the
activities of the BRAC".

“My team which includes of-
ficials from our education de-
partment and the Deputy
Minister of Education has been
impressed with the methods
adopted by your government
and particularly the BRAC in
training primary school tear.-}:-

Prime Minis f’f U

ers. We have visited some BRAC
schools and have seen them
training primary school teach-
ers within a few weeks which
takes two to three years else-

BRAC teaching methods involv-
ing the local community.
Teaching students to take clean
drinking water and enlightening
ﬂmh-duptht}thr
prevention of many diseases
like diarrhoea was a remarkable

in BRAC's efforts to pro-

vide ‘essential literacy’ the

Uit Degpay Prives Miibotar

H:toldﬂutwdﬂhm
very fortunate to have an inno-

vator of the stature of BRAC's
Fazle Hasan Abed and said that
his délegation will try to repli-
cate some of Abed’'s works In
Uganda.

“We may not be able to have
another Fazle Abed, but we will
try to integrate some of his
methods we have seen in

See Page 12 Col 1

Border talks with

Yangon Sept 23

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Sept 17 : A
five-member team of Ban-
gladesh border guard officials is
expected to leave Dhaka for
Yangon on September 23 1o
attend special border talks with
Myanmar, for the first time at
the Director General level.

The team, headed by the
Director General of Bangladesh
Rifles Major General Anwar
Hossain, is expected to return
on September 28 after holding
discussions with the Myanmar
side led by its Border
Immigration and Manpower
Director General Maung Aung,

Such a high level talks are
aimed at resolving the out-
standing border issues between
the two neighbours in a bid to
maintain a permanent peace
along their 176-mile long bor-
der, sources said.

The decision for attending
the talks was taken lollowing
an invitation sent on May 20 by
the Director General of

Myanmar Border Immigration
and Manpower. The invitatioh
reached the BDR Director

General via the Bangladesh
Foreign Ministry in which the

Myanmar count proposed
to hold such high level dialogue,
sources added.

However, since the attack on
the Banderban Rejupara BDR
Camp by Myanmar border
guards on December 21, 1991
— an act that chilled r:lntinna
between the two ne
many border talks were held d-
ther at the Sector Commander,
Battalion Commander or the
Company Commander levels to
resolve crises.

The Rejupara incident left
two persons killed. including a
BDR personnel.

Meanwhile, in the backdrop
of a recent killing of a Ban-

fishermen by Myanmar
boerder ards, a Sector
C er-level flag meeting

See Page 12 Col 7
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Fifth round of
CHT talks

today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 17: The
fifth round of peace talks be-
tween the Com-
mittee for Hill Tracts Affairs and
the Parbattya C Jana
Snngimt Samity (PCJSS) will be

held at Khagrachhari tomorrow.

Official sources said the five-
member Shantibahini team will
be led by JB Larma alias
Shanto Larma, president of the
PCJSS, the
of the tribal rebels. Comm-
unications Minister Of Ahmed
will lead the government team.

The close-door talks is ex-
pected to begin at 10 am at the
Khagrachhari Circuit House
and continue till 5 pm with a
break for lunch, sources added.

The repatriation issue of the
Chakma refugees is expected to
be discussed, sources said."

The Shantibahini team will
be flown to the venue of the
talks from Dudukchhari, a bor-
der village under hhart
district. The talks over, they will
be flown back in a helicopter,
officials informed.

B5S adds: A 17-member
Bangladesh team is waiting to
receive a 24-member team of
i See Page 12 Col B

AL ‘Demonstration
Day’ today

Leader of the in
Puﬂ.ngntﬂlﬂh}h-huyu»
terday called on the people to
mﬂew:mmm
monsiration Day' an allout
success to free the nation from
the ‘'misrule’ of the BNP, reports

UNB.

The demonstration has been
called by the Awami to
press for repeal the

o
Indemnity Ordinance, remowval
of the ‘corrupt’ ministers, im-
phu:nmthnufﬂ!hurm

League President said that the
‘illegal’ autocratic regimes
which came to power after the
assassination of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
the
spirit and values of the
Liberation War.

Anti-liberation forces were
out to jeopardize hdepu:mlm
of the country under
patronisation of the .u'rem-
ment, she said, that
misdeeds of two and a half
year's rule of BNP government
had thrown the people into
acute hardship.

Terrorism, politicisation and

See Page 12 Col 7

Ansar battalion
withdrawn from
Rohingya camp

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 17: A
162-member Ansar battalton
was withdrawn from a
refugee camp in Ramu thana
today (Friday) after the local
people enforced a 12-hour har-

tal protesting their alleged at-
officials,

tack on reports
UNB.

Witnesses said mere than a
hundred Ansars on the

office of the camp in-charge
(Bethuapalong camp No. 2) dur-
ing the “shalish” {arbitration) of
a "girl kidnap case” on
Thursday night, leaving 15
people injured.

The Ansars got furious when
who was
not allowed to attend the
"shalish.” complained to them

that an attempt was made on
his life.

The attackers, armed with

iron rods, bamboo sticks and
other lethal
sacked the

weapons, ran-
camp office, cut off
Scv Mage 12 Col 6
7 newsmen hurt
in bomb attack
on Ajker Kagoj

By Staff Correspondent

Saudi Arabia to have 13

Security Force on
IFM night through the

National body for urban development in offing

By Chapal Bashar

regional assemblies

nded in a bomb-attack on the
office of Ajker Kagoj. a daily

a patrol mﬁﬂtﬂﬂﬂ ar-
senind people in Bangladesh The formation of a National Integrated development of The workshop, where the Habitat).
mﬂ:,l!m Lt:;;ﬂ Housing and Urban Dtv:hp metropolitan cities as well as  said recommendations were According to Works Ministry I'Il"ﬂltplpl!'r. at Dhanmondi last
' | meni Council is being con-  other towns and urban areas. made, was sponsored by the source, the pro counctl DUBAI, t 17: Saudi (governors) appointed by the “H"‘wﬁ o
Two killed in sidered by the government. A The experts have recom- Ministry of Works, the United will coordinate the activities of m-mmF&dmﬂwmﬂw um but in future they will nesses said, some eight
in this is ex mended that this national-leve] Nations Developmerit Prog- ministries and agencies tnvolved issued decrees dividing the be advised by an .tin youths in twe groups attacked
Mymensingh to be placed soon before  body should be headed by the ramme (UNDP) and the Kuala in rural and urban housingand | country into 13 reglons and pointed council, similar 1o the newspaper office at Dhan-
MYMENSINGH, Sept 17: Two | the Cabinet for approval. | Prime Minister while the Lumpur based Urban Mana- in urban development - outlining the structure of new 60-member National Shura mﬁnﬂ No-2 at TNT:
people were killed on the spot An authoritative source in Minister of Works and the gement Programme (UMP). The mmes in both the pu and | regional assemblies, reports which included sentor = bghm s
when a running bus hit a tempo | the of Works told this Minister of LGRD would act as workshop was participated by  private sectars. The ministries Reuter. business and intel fig- attackers u“ll t
at Kazir Shimia en Dhaka- | corres nt that vice-chairmen. The mem- 60 experts on urbanisation and and agencies will implement Following his appointment ures from outside the ruling | crackers and three gun-
Mymensingh highway at hwu% g:mﬂmh:hm housing, including some foreign  administrative, tive and | last month of a National Shura family. : shots into the air, they added.
tonight. Witnesses sald (wo to the recommenda-  tves from the various ministries  consultants. institutional reforms and | (consultative) Council to assist The National Shura’s ap- News Editor Reza Arefin
passengers of the tempo, in- | tions made by the experts at a and as well as from The deliberations at the initiate action in to the | the government in ruling the pointment gave commoners a cmwmm
cluding « woman were killed workshop held in the city the privale sector, the NGOs workshop was based on the fi- housing and wurban de- vast desert ki the new  say in the running of the king- four » re ers st
and four others injured when | recently. and academic institutions. nal report on Urban and Shelter wlznrn policies formulated | decroes will give Saudis at local  dom for. the first time in almost | Asaduzzaman, Gazi Abu Bakar
the bus hit the tempo from be- The proposed council, the The Urban Development Sector Review prepared in level a greater say in running 60 years. - Siddiqui, Altal Choudhury, and
hind. identity of the victims was | first of its kind in the country, Directorate (UDD) of the March this year by the UNDP Local authorities in the cities | their aflairs. Thursday's decrees said each mmm-ml >
not immediately known, reports |'will formulate policies and Ministry of Works would act as  and United Nations Centre for or towns will alse follow the s under the decree region would be headed by an | pher Mamun Abedin and an
UNSB. guidelines for coordinated and  the secretariat of the councitl. Human Settlement (UNCHS/ Scc Page 12 Col 8 will continue to be run by Emirs See Page 12 Col 3 See Page 12 Col 3



