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MPs to head govt |
college bodies

By Staff Correspondent

Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar yesterday
told Parliament that relevant
laws would be amended to en-
able the MPs to become the
chairmen of the governing bod-
fes of government colleges in
their respective areas.

Replying to a supplementary
question from Mosharral Hos-
sain (AL-Faridpur], the minister
said some provisions in the
Universities Ordinance 1973
bar MPs frem becoming chai-
rmen of colleges.

Thana Nirbahi Officers
[TNOs) are the chairmen of de-
gree colleges while the MPs
head the managing committees
of the non- t co

BSS adds: The Eduutlnn
Minister assured the Jatiya
Sangsad that the present gov-
emment would nationalise one
college in each thana by 1995.

Barrister Sircar reiterated

taken steps to eradicate illiter-

acy from the country by the

year 2000.

The Education Minister was

responding o a private mem-
ber's resolution, moved by
Jamaal member Mull Huulnm
Abdus Sattar, e Dr
Awami League members
Mozammel Hossain, Abdul
Matin Khasru and Sheikh
Harunur Rashid and Jamaat
members A M Riasat Al and
Moulana Habibur Rahman
moved certain amendments in
the resolution, which was sub-
sequently withdrawn by the
Jamaat member at the assur-
ance of the Eduction Minister.
The minister said the pre-

sent government had already
decided to nationalise one col-
lege in each thana by 1995,
much earlier than the proposal

of Abdul Matin Khasru who had .
pleaded to do it by the year

that the government had under-  2000.
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emisation of all the jails would
take place in phases.

The Jattya s-np-dye-::;_

on three more resolutions
moved by Opposition members.
Of the three, one was re-

The resolution, ected by
the House, demanded con-
struction of shelters for home-
less people at every district and
thana headquarters.

While ing AL mem-
ber Tabfbur Rahman Sarder to
withdraw the resolution earlier,
Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Miah told the
House that a national housing
policy, in the offing, would aim
at providing accommodation to
the lower income group.

The minister said that the
mented several housing -::hl:-
mes for the Jow-income group,
M one at Mirpur in the

city. The government had also
taken up a housing scheme for

the poor at Dhaka and Khulna
on some eighty acres of lands.
Barrister Rafiq added that the
scheme was already under the
consideration of the Asian
Bank (ADB).
erring to the United
Nations' Human Habitat Prog-
ramme, the minister also said
that was
in implementation of the
to ensure shelters
the poor and homeless.

He said although it was a
constitutional for the
state to provide shelter to each
and every citizen, this could not

364 students went
abroad under

scholarships

By Staff Correspondent

Some 364 students havce
abroad for study undcr
scholarships during the
past three years, Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar told Parliamen} yester-
Replying to a question from
Awami League member Abdul
Matin Khasru (Comilla-5). the
Education Minister said the cx-
act figure of students studying
abroad was not recorded with
the minfstry since the students
need no certificate or permis-
sion from the ministry.

The minister said the highest
number of 154 scholarship
winners have been studying in
netghbouring India, followced by
50 in England.

Some 15 counirics awarded
scholarships to the Bangladeshi
students.

The last three years break-
up of scholarships arc as fol-
lows: :

Morocco-5, Australia-24,
Turkey-4, Hungary-2, Canada-
13, -6, the United States-
18, -1, Czechoslovakia-4,
China-40, Japan-34, Pakistin-6
and Russia-3.

"Threat from
opposition’
Huda tells JS

by Staff C

orrespondent
ln.furnnthn Minister Barri-
ster Nazmul Huda yesterday
said in Parliament that he is
feeling a ‘theat’ from the
Opposition in the House.
"Yesterday one Opposition
member threatened to attack
my house and today another
member is proposing to send
me to jail.” a smiling Huda said
appealing to the Deputy
Speaker 1o record the threats.
The minister’s appeal came

when the House was discussing
jail reform.

be met mainly due to resource
Speaker H

De uma
mmp;lzﬂ.h:ﬂtflﬂt Iht
AL member's refusal to with-
draw the resolution, put it to
vote and the House rejected the
resolution by voice vote.

The other resolutions, later
withdrawn, were moved by AL
legislator Professor Rafiqul

and Jamaat MP Maulana
Abdus Sattar.
The House was adjourned

at B8:55 pm to resume

again at 4:30 pm on Sunday.

No new pry school

to be nationalised

By Staff Correspondent

A Tk 427.30 crore scheme
has been undertaken for the
development of 8,830 registered
primary schools across the
country, State Minister for
Education Principal Eunus
Khan informed Parliament yes-
terday. |

Replying to a supplementary

n from Tabibur Rahman
Sarder (AL-Jessore), the minis-
ter said the government had no
immediate plan to nationalise
any new primary school.
Currently 70,766 schools and
other institutions are engaged
in imparting primary education,
the minister said in reply to an-
other question from Maulana
Ataur Rahman Khan. But the
government has a plan to set up
200 satellite schools and 4032
low-cost institutions during the
Fifth Five-Year-Plan.

He said at present
1,69,90, 181 children are eligible
to go to school for primary ed-
ucation. The state minister said
41,65,279 students were study-
ing under the compulsory pri-
mary education programme.

In reply to another question
from Abdul Matin Khasru (AL-
Comilla), Eunus Khan said
some 6,90,000 children would
be benefitted [rom the newly-
initiated “Food for Education”
programme in 64 districts. Tk
89,23,33,000 have been car-
marked to implement the pro-
ject, the minister added.

Six govt secys
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year,

The concerned ministries
where the top civil servants
have completed their tenures
are Finance, Home Affairs,
Land, the Election Commission,
Special Affairs, Religious Affairs
and Forests and Environment.

The official retirement age is
57 or completion of 25 years of

service.
The Secretary of the Special
Affairs Ministry, under the

Prime Minister's office, Nasiru-
llah Khan and Additional
Secretary-in-charge of the
Forests and Environment
Ministry Abdus Selim are both
due to retire in October next.
Secretary of the Finance
Ministry Nasimuddin Ahmed
and Secretary of the Home
Affairs Ministry Azimuddin
Ahmed, both of whom are
twins, are scheduled to com-
plete their service on November
22. They are both erstwhile Ctvil
Service of Pakistan ({CSP) cadre

officials.

&t‘fﬂ!ﬂﬂ of the Land Mini-
stry Aminul Islam, Secretary of
the Election Commission, under
the Law Ministry, A Z M
Shamsul Alam and Secretary of
the Religious Affairs Ministry
Abdul Awal are all due to retire
in December.

In addition, the Chairman of
the Administrative Restructur-
ing Committee, under the
Finance Ministry, Nurunnabi —
a former member of the
Planning Commission — has
already gone on LPR.

Secretary of the Cabinet
Division Ayubur Rahman is also
due to go on retirement in May
next year,
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'Too many rules create bottlenecks,
encourage corruption’

Trimming and streamlining
of the-
muuf p foster good gover-

Pl'l:rl" Mohabbat Khan of the
Public Administration Departm-
ent and AK Monawar Uddin
Ahmed of the Economics Depa-
rttenit of the Dhaka University
made this observation in their

on "Governance in Bang-
h: An Overview™, presented
on the concluding day of the
ADﬁ -sporisored conference on
sh economy at the

Hut:l Sheraton yesterday.

They said that better eco-
nomic management could be
achieved only by ensuring a
healthy competition in the eco-
nomic system.

*Too many rules and regula-
tions not only create bottle-
necks tewards development, but
encourage corruption’, the co-
authors of the paper said.

They also said that the most

latant failure of the govern-
t had been in the area of
corruption, which they felt

{ should have been the top prior-

ity of the government.
“In many cases the manage

rial ability of the state a,p:nclcu
is stfll overestimated by the
Pow and public decision-
needs to be
furtlﬂr llmpliﬁed and the ap-
propriate role of the state is to
bring it to the minimum®, they

pointed out in their disserta-
tion.

They said in Bangladesh po-

ECNEC approves
Tk 873 cr for
road maintenance

An amount of Taka B73
crore have been allocated for
the relabilitation of 200 kflome-
tres of roads and periodic
maintenance of another 2000
km in the north and north-
western part of the country,
under Phase Two of the "Road
Rehabilitation and Maintenance
Project” being undertaken by
the Roads and Road Transport
Division, reports BSS.

This was decided at a meet-
ing of the Executive Committee
of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) held here yes
terday with the Finance

Minister M Satfur Rahman in
the chair.

UNB staff go
-~ on strike
By Staff Correspondent

The _journalists and staff
of the United News of
sh (UNB) have started

a 24-hour strike from 7 pm yes-
tl:rdly to protest the non ]:I._'f

"“ﬁ.

of thc lc
th:
pm until 7 pm
to a duhlnn
UNB of the Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DU),
Mostafiz
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cash erisis which has plagued
the UN and has also affected its
global peace-keeping operations
will also figure prominently. -

The forthcoming General
Assembly session will also con-
sider a pro | for increasing
the number of permanent
members in the Security

Counetl and also the abolition
of .the veto powers of the per-
members

mancnt ;
Forgign Minister Mostafizur
Mlgu is expected to preside
@ fmecting of the SAARC
!‘nrﬁ Ministers at the UN
rs on October 4. On
thetr way back, the Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
are also. scheduled to address
all the heads of Ban eshi
missions in Europe at a gather-
ing In Lordon on October 6.
m Khaleda Zia is ex-
tn fly on the inaugural
flight of Bangladesh Biman to
Hq- York when she leaves
29. She is
home on

mental machinery .

' Ministry

By Staff Correspondent

litigal and bureaucratic ac-
munt-blht_r is weak due to lack
of clear policies and absence of
transparency in the process.
Parliamentary standing commit-
tees on the various ministries
had not been effective due to
the nature of their composition
and methods of functioning.
they added.

"Bureaucratic accountability
has not. been ensured. Rather,
an uneasy relationship exists
between civil servants and their
political masters®, they said
and added that the executive
branch’s tendency to interfere
in the affairs of the judiciary
was very much

Three more Ir: also
presented at y con-
ference by the Asian

Development Bank (ADB) in
collaboration with the Academy
for Planning and Development
and the Ministry of Planning.
Zaidi Sattar of the National
Board of Revenue (NBR), in his
paper on "Non-Traditional Exp-
orts and Economic Perform-
ance: Review and Empirical
Evidence®, said the emergence
and rapid growth of non-
traditional exports was a leap
fnr'lrlrd for the Bangladesh
nomy. If it is sustained

wwm.

Jato1 appeals to
High Court

ISLAMABAD, Sept 16: For-
mer Pakistani caretaker
Ghulam * Mustafa Jatoi has
appealed to the High Court
against the rejection of his
candidacy in upcoming elec-
tions here, he said in a state-
ml:nl puhliahed tndl_f. reports

. nade-wiclding hijac

and liberalisation straicgics, it
has the potential to produce the
breakthrough needed to reduce
dependence on foreign aid.

The switch [rom de¢pendence
on traditfonal to non-traditional
exports offered tremendous
gains to the economy, he said
and added that it had alse put
the Bangladesh economy in the
grip of global competition.

Production and managcrial
efficiency and challenge for in:
novation was needed to survive
in that competition, he felt.

The other two papers were
presented by Sadrel Reza and
M Ali Rashid of the BIDS and
Dhaka University and Mustafa
K Mujeri and Salehuddin
Ahmed of the CIRDAP and
BARD, Comilla. Those papers
were on “Foreign Direct Invest-
ments in Bangladesh: Problems
and Prospects™ and “Poverty
and Human Resource Develo-

pment,” respectively.

Hijackers of
Russian plane

surrender

ULLENSAKER, Scpl 16: Gre-
kers, belie-
ved to be Iranians, forced a
Russian passenger jel to [ly to
Norway, then surmrendered Thu-
rsday after authorities promised
tlo consider their demand for
political asylum, reports AP.

All passengers and crew
were released unharmed, said
govermnment spokeswoman Kjer-
sti Skjaerven. Justice Minister
Grete Faremo told a news con-
ference in Oslo that 58 pcople
in all were aboand the jetiner,

Violence by opponents
insignificant: Arafat

TUNIS, Sept 16: PLO leader
Yasser Arafat said on Wed-
nesday he expected violenee Lo
continue in the-occupied ter-
ritories [or some lime despile a
peace agreement signed in
Washington on Monday by
Israel and the PLO.

In an interview with Reuters
television after returning to his

headquarters in Tunis on
Wednesday, he said’the violence

by op nts of peace was in-
-lgnlﬂet compared with the
expressions of Palestinian pop-
ular support for the nt. .
He said: "You are only look-
ing at some small events here
and there and you are forgetting
the flood of support from the
massés everywhere, especially
in the Gaza Strip.
"We have to expect that some
of these events will continue for
a certain period. I don't know
how long. But the important

point is that we have to move

fast to put these pieces of paper
into effect on the ground.”

“This will help both of us to
overcome Lhese events.’

The Palestine Liberation
Organisation is pressing Isracl
to free detainees, let back de-
porices and take other mea-
sures to make life easy for
Palestinians under occupation.

Isracl and the PLO are con-
r{g joint committees to flesh
out the agreement, the Was-
hinglon Post reported in early
editions today.
The newspaper said the
groups would meet in Wash-
ington, Israel and the occupied

territorics Lo deal with issues of

public safety, economics and -

administration. :

Mcanwhile, Lthe United
States plans to release 30 mil-
lion US dollars in security aid to
Jordan, the State Department
said loday.

PM’s Office may intervene
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tions to rehabilitate the sick

- units.

_He said the Finance Ministry
issued a guideline for the banks
for helping the sick industries
and there was also a Review
Committee for considering the
cases of those denied (resh
loans.

The PMO L have to in-
tervene into the matter if this
m:nmmw[ﬂbd to take decisions
on cases or make sat-
isfactory progress in reliving
the*sick plants
neither the
of- Finance nor the
PMO has clear-cut evalua-
tion of re¢ tatlon, since the
bariks did not send any such
report to the ministry or the
PMO, sources said.

There are also allegations

At preun'l

about viola of a number of
decisions of Review Com-
mittee, against the
pa Rin San-

gstha (BSRS).
to the sources, the
BSRS is its own style
in sick indus-

tries, which the entrepreneurs

| policy.

refused to accept because of a
provision that 36 per cént of the
total interest pn loans should be
converted into shares of the
corporation in the loanee com-

y.

When asked, a high official
of the Ministry of Finance said
the BSRS system was not con-
tradictory to the government

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, he said there should
be some uniformity in the pro-

‘cess of rehabilftation and the

matter was being looked into.

Regarding violation of the
decisions of the Review
Committee, he said the deci-
sions of the Review Committec
were not mandatory for the
banks and [jnancing institu-
tions. They couldilullow their
own rules {f they dvem those to
be more beneficial for the re-
habflitation process, he said.

The official, however, men-
tioned that the ministry was
looking into the discriminalory
principles adopted by some of
the financing institutions and, Il
needed, it would intervene in
the matter.

Diplomatic ties
with Moldova

Bangladesh and Moldova
have established diplomatic re-
lations, reports BSS.

A protocol was to this
effect on Septle 14 in
Kishinev, capital of the &Wb&'ﬂ‘

adesh in Russia Mustafizur
Rahman and the Foreign
Minister of Moldova Nicolaw
Tau signed the protocol on
behalf of their respective
countries.

The protocol provides for
mutual cooperation in political,
trade, economic and other fields
and diplomatic relations at the
level of embassies.

Bangladesh has already es
tablished diplomatic relations
with the other 14 republics afi
the former Soviet Unjon.

15 hurt in gang
attack in
Khulna

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Sept 16: At least

" fifteen villagers, including ten

women, were injured when a
gang of armed men attacked the
house of a peasants’ leader at
Bhabnaha under Fakirhat
Police Station of Bagerhat dis-
trict today morning.

According to eyewlitpesses,
the gang of 10 to 15 people
armed with lethal weapons at-
tacked the house of one Jalar
Farazi who led the peasants of
that village against a fish gher
(farm) owned by one Amjad
Nikary at about 930 this morn-
ing.
n.gm hoodlums allegedly tried
to kidnap Jalar afltér ransac
the house by exploding hll':?
bombs and ﬂrtng shots. They
also beat the female inmates of
the house.

As the news of the attack
spread villagers encircled the
house and caught two of the
miscreants alongwith their
firearms.

The besiceged gang at one
stage fired at the indis-
criminately, injuring some fif-
teen villagers including ten
WO n.

Saifur: NCB
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cisions promptly if a genuine
entrepreneur submits a pro-
posal for funds,” he said.
Rahman observed that some
of the bank officials were
lhﬂ“’ll'l! very good performance

while some others were not
performing their duties prop-
erly

In this context, he said the
banks have to take steps to give
incentives to those who were
showing good performance.
“"Free market
centive oriented economy.”

Speaking on unrecovered
bank loans, the Finance
Minister said previously one
Manager or General Manager
disbursed loan and another had
to recover that loan from the
loanee.

“This situation must be
change... those who disburse
loan, both working capital and
term loan, will be responsible
and they must recover the
amount,” Rahman said.

Criticising the commission-
based activitics, the Finance
Minister said this type of activi-
ties are harmful for the econ-
omy and industries are lying
sick due to this agent-based
tendency. The tendency of not
returning bank money is also
destroying the environment of
fnvestment in t.hc country, he
said.

He also urged the bankers to

-reduce the transaction cost in

the banking sector and help

promote industries in the coun-

u.:'I'h:t this context, he advised
the bankers to set up profes-
sional monitoring units for bet-
ter transaction of money. "You
are on a mission to develop the

country,” he said.

MFA phase out

From Page 1 Col

the Harkin Bill and MFA phase-
out, when it occurs, will set the
clothing sector on a tailspin
and with it the whole economy
will undergo a shock. Clothing
is now the single largest item of
export. Bangladesh's medium
term export poténtial is thus
critically linked to what hap-
pens to the MFA.

According to a source, the
future of the MFA is already
being taken into consideration
in formulation of the medium
term scenario for exchange rate
policy. Given the importance of
the clothing exports, if the MFA
phase-out hits Bangladesh all
at once, the exchange rate or
the country’s excha
reserve Mul.-ly hlv‘gﬁpm a hetuyngc
beating. To avoid this, small
downward adjustments in the
Taka-US dollar exchange rate
may be tried well before the
MFA phase out occurs.

Such adjustment of the ex-
change rate will be compatible
with the system of convertibility
to be introduced from October
1 next. The convertibility of the
Taka on trade account will be
within a band calculated by the

sh Bank on a daily

basis. Calculation of the band
can be adjusted to the loss In
of Bangladesh's

competitiveness
ex that the MFA phase -out
will ca

ﬂunmmyhlnln- ,

The Midnight Filc

. Pak commission to probe
govt officials’ corruption

ISLAMABAD, Sept 16: Pakistan set up a special commission

today to investigate corruption among governmen
interim Prime Minister Moeen Qureshi to stamp out

dﬂwhy

t offictals in a

bribery and influence-peddling The commission will review and
propose action in corruption cases involving public servants,
the official APP news agency said. It will also investigate the
system of federal government and suggest reforms, reporis

Khamenei blasts
Israeli-PLO pact

Reuter.

NICOSIA, Sept

16: lran's spiritual k-adrr Ayatollah Alf

Khamenei today urged the Islamic world to mount a "counter-

attack”

t the Isracl-PLO peace pact. “The enemies of Islam

think they have taken a step forward, but the [slamic world
should launch a counter-attack and push them back,” he told a
gmuplafmﬂumr}rgulrdmmrﬂ:nmawhmw
by Iranian television, rtpnruﬂtut:r

“Biman restores all
international flights

By Staff Correspondent

After nearly four months of
disruption Biman Bangladesh
Airlines has restored all its in-
ternational and re flights
suspended following the acel-
dent of one of its I::r;:llm in

, officials said ay.
M"""I“.I'nl: Mght ICI'I:;:I‘E is back
to normal after two leased DC-
10 aircraft joined the f[leet.”
Raisuddin Ahmed, General
Manager, Public Relation of
Biman told The Daily Star. lie
added that for the past one
week there were no major de-
lays in flights.

He said the national carrier
had to suspend its Singapore,
Malaysia, Narita Japan), Delhi,
Athens, Bombay and Hong
Kong Mlights following the May
18 accident at the Zia
International Airport and also

discontinued one of the four
weekly flights to London. Biman
flies to 29 oversecas deslina-
tions.

"We have recovered from the
crisis and restored all the sus-

pended flights,” Raisuddin said,
adding "We even increased the

frequency flight to London by
raising the number to [ive every
week. "

Biman took two 274-seater
DC-10-30 aircralt from its
manufacturers McDonnell
Douglas — one for three ycars
and another for six months —
to cover the international and
regional flights. The airlines
now has five DC-10, two ATPs
and two F-28s {n operation.

He said the final repair
works of the damaged DC-10
was going on in full swing at
Biman's hangar at ZIA. The
aircraft is expected to joint

Biman's fleet by mid-December

when one of the two leased
planes will leave the fleet. But
the operational strength of
Biman will remain the same, he
said,

The official said the Biman
authorities are still hoping to
start the New York flight from
September 29. the state-owned
airline has already received
clearance from the US Federal

Aviation Administration [FAA)
and from the Department of
Transport (DOT) to enter US
airspace.

Biman is waiting for the
immigration and customs clear-
ances and also for salety
equipment procedure [SEP)
card for its crew members.

If the Test of the reguired

formalities are completed on
time the inaugural fight will
ferry the entourage Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
who will attend the UN General
Assembly.

Sources al the Prime
Minister's office said the PM's
official programme still shows
that she will go to the United
States via France on Sept 29,

When his attention was
drawn to the statement of the
State Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourtsmi M A Manman in
Parllament Tuesday that Biman
had managed only a 46.4 per
cent flight regularity on its in-
ternational route, Raisuddin
Ahmed said that was the aver-
age schedule regularity of the
financial 1992-93,

“For last one month we
have been maintaining more
than 90 per cent flight schedule
regularity,” Raisuddin said,
adding that “Biman will be able
to maintain this performance
because an additional wide-
bodied aircraft has joined the
fleet.”

Cabinet
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and to lift certain restrictions
and conditions from the said
Import Policy Order.

The meeting also
the of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs for establish-
ment of a permanent Haji camp
at Ashkona near the Zia
International

The Cabinet directed the
ministry to take up the con-
struction work immediately so
that this can be used in the
next Hajj season.

 to 15-9-93.

restoration of his line.

supply contract.
of illegal gas use.
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Special Drive for
Gas Line Disconnection

With a view to realising the arrears, the special
drive for gas line disconnection of all defaulting
consumers, including govt & autonomous estab-
lishments, has been started from 31-7-93. In this
first special drive of 1993-94 financial year, total
1982 gas connections have been disconnected up

All esteemed consumers are requesfed to pay
the arrear gas bills immediately and show the
payment receipt to the disconnection squad on the
place of gas use. On production of the bill payment
receipt by the disconnected consumer at the
concerned zone/office of the company by 5-00 pm
on the day, steps will be taken for immadiate

If the reconnection is not taken within 3 (three)
months of disconnection, the gas line will be per-
manently disconnected with cancellation of gas

Pay the gas bill in timeand abstain from any sort

Titas Gas Transmission & Distribution
- Company Limited
(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)

& Emergency Phones: 232200,

230172, 258462, 81213542
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