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should I Go?

Daniel Silke writes from Cape Town

-é_orntng to terms with change in South Africa is in-
evitably creating huge uncertainty among the five
million whites. Some are finding the stress too
much to take. It is estimated that 200-250

families are moving

abroad every month. But for

those who can make the mental leap and set their

minds on the opportunities ghead, reports Gemini
News Service, meremufdbenhmm_ﬁzwe

South Airlc,a

Y grl friend looked

concerned as we took

our seats in one of Cape
Town's fashionable Water-front
restaurants. "Daniel,” she said,
"T'm worried. You know that |
am not normally a pessimist
but the political situation is
now beginning to d me.
Maybe | should consider
emigrating.”

Lauren is a 25-year-old sub-
urban high-school teacher who
works in a predominantly white,
upper-middle class area. She
earns only around $750 a
month and works long hours
and over weekends.

Her school is struggling to
adapt its teaching methods to
. the growing black student body,
who are themselves faced with
the daumting prospect of

studying the prescribed curricu-
lum in English as if it were their
first hn@ngr

is places an extra burden
on cducalurs t6" alleviate not
only the deep educational divide
created by years of institution-
alised dfstrimination but also
the inevitable language and cul-
tural barriers. Lauren is symp-
tomatic of thousands of young
white South Africans faced with
the dilernma of staying or leav-
ing.

Jor much of this century, a
white minority government
dominated the political and so-
clal fabric of society. Today, the
mainly Afrikaner regime has
lost its legitimacy and is soon to
be replaced with a black major-
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ity government following non-
racial elections next year.

Whites, who have witnessed

the social and economic malaise
that has befallen much of Africa
since the 1960s, fear a similar
decline once a black majority
gains power. This lack of confi-
dence in the efficient running of ' -

the coun
to the ol 4

be a kickback
that por-
blacks as inferior with

" little ability to run a modern in-
dustrialised state,

The African National

Congress (ANC) have done little
to allay
tinued alliance with the South
African Communist Party lcaves

white fears. Their con-

most whites anxious. They

question the ANC commitment

to -
‘Senior ANC office-bearers
like their outspoken youth
leader, Peter Mokaba, have

promoted anxiety by asking the
radical and impatient township
youth to "kill the farmer,” “take

the struggle to the white areas”

and "save your bullets for De

Klerk."
This message is well recetved
in the shanty-towns outside

Johannesburg but leaves a bad

taste in white mouths. South
Alrica has been plagued by in-
creasing violence and whites of-
ten view this as an indication of
what is to come. Internecine
strife between ANC and Inkatha
has left thousands dead in the
last year alone.

Television news nightly de-
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The whites
after apartnel

Slowly but surely South Africa is moving towards
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real democracy. The country's first non-racial

elections are scheduled for April. The mainly
Afrikaner regime has lost much of its
legitimacy and is likely to be replaced by a
black majority government. What impact
would this have on the country’s five

million whites?

In three special articles GEMINI NEWS
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‘white South Africans 7

PAUL KRUGER (1825-1904)
The Father of Boer nation
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How a Verwoerd Shook His Whole Family

Arlene Getz writes from Stellenbosch, South Africa

Apartheid’s death throes have caused some astonishing realignments in South African politics.
Blacks are edging toward the once whites-only National Party. Whites are trickling towards
traditionally black parties. Yet few converts are more unlikely than Wilhelm Verwoerd, grandson of
the Afrikaner leader responsible for the segregationist policies. Gemini News Service talked to him
about the way he shocked his family.

O many Afrikaners, the

Verwoerd family is akin

to royalty. Every South
African city has a street,
hospital, airport or suburb
named after Herdrik Verwoerd,
the prime minister assassinated
by a deranged parliamentary
messenger in | 966,

All are likely to be renamed
when a black-led government
takes . but until then they
remain as ubiquitous symbols
of the ideclogue whose policies
fuelled the racial hatred and

" political instability still crippling

the country.

It was Verwoerd who devised
the Grand id plan to
strip the black majority of their
citizenship and who down-
graded black education to en-
sure they could perform only
menial jobs. It was Verwoerd
who tried to exile blacks to bar-
ren homelands scattered over a

mere 13 per cent of the country;
and it was he who remarked
that it was better to be poor and
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white than rich and multiracial.
Most of his family still hon-
our his discredited legacies. His

‘Apartheid and separate development were failures in morality’.

elderly widow has moved to a
desolate whites-only town to

start an Afrikaner homeland, A

son i{s founder and tireless

worker for the Society of Orange

Workers, promoting such a
homeland, and a daughter is a
driving force in a far-right
Afrikaner cultural
One descendant, huwmr

has broken ranks. To the horror
of his relatives, Wilhelm
Verwoperd, grandson of Hendrik,
has become a paid-up member
of Nelson Mandela's African
National Congress.

In a rare public appearance
the young Verwoerd said :

“Apartheid was not d:: a policy
faflure. Separate lopment
was not just a well-meaning ex-
periment that unfortunately did
not work. Ultimately apartheid
and separate development were

failures in morality.” |
Continued on page 11
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A Love Affair with Ben

T was an almost forgotten
I “legend that brought Tony

Stewart, an American
Professor of North Carolina
State University, o this cou:
ntry. This was the legend of
Salya Pir a hical Muslim
sage who was also worshipped
by Hindus and one who was
said to have the most extrao-
rdinary powers. At a time like
the present, when religious
strife 18 at its peak Stewarl
finds a reconciliation of two

religious groups — Hindus and

Muslims, hidden deep within~

the tales of this legendary holy
man. In an exclusive interview

with The Daily Star, Stewar
spoke of his own in

of Satya Pir and explained his:

long time love-alfair with
Bengall culture.
Stewarl, now a professor of
hilesophy and religion has
doing research on Bengali
culture since 1974. Studyin
Sanskrit and teaching himself
Bengali, he has delved deep into
the realm of a culture whose
rious past has almost been
ten. Why Bengall culture
and neot something else?
Stewart says that Bengall cul
ture was one of the richest in
the world.
ng his intense study,
Stewart probed into the muu
in

for tmuhunn They
offered a contrary model to that:

‘Bengalis do it differently’ was a

refrain

ing standpoint. Physically.
Bengal has thvtfi been dﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂt
to cofitrol because of so many
rivers and so has maintained an
environment for people to thrive
creating one of the richest liter-
ature of all tme. "From what |

can tell” s "it goes
back as I!:ryn.l one thousand

years producing an amazing lit-

output.

But nr{:l really distinguishes
Bengal, Stewart points out, is
its cosmopolitan mix that one
does not find In the rest of
South Asia. Bengall literature,
Stewart claims, has "as many
pirs as baighnabs”. In this
context Stewart s main quest
has been to find out "how do
Bengalis percetve the world?”

Trying to answer this ques-
tion has lead to 15 years of ex-
tensive study of '‘Baishnab
Shahitya reading hundreds of
Baishnab texts with the help of
Ed C. Dimock, Stewart's mentor
and the main figure responsible
for Bengali studies in the US.
During this time Stewart has
also translated Krishnadash
Kaviraj's 'Chaitanya Charita-
mrita’ a sophisticated theolo-
gical document. In addition, he
has been dappling into works as
sophisticated ‘as "Mongol
Kabya', 'Chandi Mongol' and
Broto

What really intrigues Ste-
wart, is that there are so many
Hindus and Muslims, all so
much a part of the culture of
Bengal. There were as many
Hindus writing about Muslims
as there were Muslims writing
about Hindu figures. Most of
the different versions of Satya
Pir were written by Hindu au-
thors; and during the 16th,
17th and 18th centuries, many
serious pieces on Radha and
Krishna were written by
Muslims They were writing
about each other and lving to-
gether in  villages. "There are
many instances in literature of
the period” says Stewart, “where
a Muslim Kari and a Hindu
Brahmin call each other
brother, ‘chacha’ or ‘kaka’.

According to Stewart, this
modern image of separateness
was introduced by the British.
in the first census of India’ the

primary question asked of an

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

Indian was, "What is your reli-
glon?” Many of the responses,
says Stewart was, ‘| don't
know? Stewart explains that
religion or ‘'dharma’ in tradi-
tional India meant the natural
order of things or a way of life.
Inevitably, the next question
became ‘Are you a Khan,
Chat etc? In the 19th cen-
tury although differences be-
tween Hindus and Muslims ex-
isted, it was after the census
that the real splitting of the
community began. There were
Muslim laws Ft}r the Mu:!!ms

R

on the theme The

Dr. Tony Kevin Stewart delivering the Keynote speech at a seminar
Worid of Satya Pir’ jointly organized

braries, Stewart discovered
about 750 handwritten and 250
printed texts all devoted to
Satya Pir. This voluminous col-
lection written by about 300 au-
thors, consisted of many differ-
ent versions of the Satya Pir
legend. Stewart noticed, how-
ever, that three stories kept re-
peating over and over again.
These were Satya Pir and the
poor Brahmin, Satya Pir and
the woodcutters and Satya Pir
and the King.

In the first story, Satya Pir,
in the garb ol a Fakir, comes
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by the CDRB and the USIS Dhaka on 3rd December, 1992.

and Hindu laws for the Hindus.
As they had 1o operale under
different sets of laws, therefore,
being a Hindu or a Muslim be-
came politically very important.

Stewart's intensive study of
Satya Pir literature which in-
cludes about | 000 books, has
led him te theorize that these
tales have been written to un-
derstand a particular problem
— the '‘problem’ of reality

After searching through the
librartes of Dhaka University,
Bangla Acade Calcutta
University and a British i-

down from Mecca and visits a
poor Brahmin and asks for
alms. He tells the Brahmin 'if
you worship me, you will be
rich’. The Brahmin starts to
point out the difference between
them when Satya Pir transforms
himself into Narayan, — 4
arms, club and all. Completely
convinced of Satya Pir's powers,
the Brahmin worships the Pir
by offering ‘shinni’ and becomes
rich.

In the second story a group
of woodcutters ask the Brahmin
the secret tp his wealth. The

Brahmin tells them to worship
Satya Pir, which they do with
ardor by making an offering of
‘shinni’ and so become very
rich. Here wealth includes not
just money but general wellbe-
ing, health, sons etc.

The third story is about a
king who sees the woodcutters’
big mansion and learns of the
magic of Satya Pir. He sends his
best trader to the south to make
a gold 'astana’ to worsHip Satya
Pir. The merchant promises to
do the same, leaves Bengal and
arrives In Lanka where he
promptly forgets his promise.

Predictably, all sorts of awful
things happen to him — he is
accused of stealing and sent to
prison. Stewart, here, adds that
the further south one goes, in
these stories, the more evil the
people are, Lanka being ‘an is-
land of demons.’ After 12 years
the merchant's wife and daugh-
ter who also worship Satya Pir
ask for the trader's re¢lease
Satya Pir appears in the Lankan
king's dream where he rides a
tiger that salivates on the king's
neck. Of course everything be-
comes alright, the merchant is
released, enriched and sent
home. Again the merchan! loses
everything when he and his
sajlors refuse to give alms to a
Fakir (Satya Pir in disguise)

They realize their mistake, offer
shinni’' and everything Is re-
stored. In this way wrongs were
righted by worshiping Satya Pir
These three recurring sto-
ries, Stewart discovered, con-
sisted 90 percent of the litera-
ture on Satya Pir. the rest of ft
includes [antastical tales: men
tuming into women, women
lurning into men, birds into
animals; women wearing ar
mour and slaying demonic rhi
nos or luming men Inle rams
for perverted pleasure. Stewart
claims that all this suggests
that the literature is actually
more serious than il appears to
be and there are subtle mes-
sages that hint al an attempt to
try and solve a particular prob-
lem. "The real tssue of Satya
Pir” says Stewart, "is not trying
to get Hindus and Muslims to

join and wership a common

god | think it shows people who

gali Culture

are trying to understand how
they can live with each other in
a world that is very different
than what it is supposed to be.”
A Hindu, for example, says
Stewart, who has been told that
a king can only be from the
Ksatriva class finds that he is
ruled by a Muslim king in the
18th century. In this way peo-
ple's idea of the world does not
somehow fit with reality, creat-
ing confusion and distortion. In
this disturbing state, the only
refuge can be found in holy men
— men who know what is
wrong and tell people how to fix
it. The fact that the character
Satya Pir takes on different
forms — he sometimes dresses
as a Brahmin, sometimes as a
Fakir — reflects that the func-
tions of a holy man remains
unchanged whether he is a
BrAhmin or a Fakir.

Stewart's latest project is a
three-year I[nstitute for the
Study of South Asian Islam,
Formed by five other American
scholars, of Islam, the insti-
tute's main objective is to make
the west understand lslam bet-
ter. Stewart points out that in

the US an overwhelming major-
ity of Muslims are frum South

Asia where as most Americans
think that all Muslims are from
the Middle East. "We wamnt to
know why they are not more
visible and see how South Asian

' Muslims have scattered in the

world carrying with them their
South Asian Muslim culture”,
says Stewart.

As a Fullbright scholar and
trustiee and treasurer ol the
American [nstitute of Bangla-

desh Studies, Stewart's visit to

Dhaka is one of many Between
1976 and 1993, Stewart has
spent a little over five years in
Calcutta and Dhaka. His
passion for Bengali Mterature
started by chance when as an
und:r'rldultt he took an
‘Asian ' class because "it
fits his schedule”.

It was while taking one class
after the other all on India, that
Stewart met his mentor Ed
Dimoch who convinced him to
study . "And it has been
the greatest thrill of my life,"
says the Kentucky born B:np.l
expert.

Afrzkaner Voices
among the Zulus

Arlene Getz writes from Cape Town

In South Africa Chief Buthelezi, leader of the
Inkatha Movement, is the biggest headache facing
president De Klerk and Nelson Mandela. He still
refuses to take part in the talks paving the way to
an election scheduled for April’27. A boycott could
be disastrous for the democratic process.
Meantime, Afrikaners are joining the Movemnent
and taking support from the ruling National party.
Gemini News Service talked to some of them.

N South Africa's political
lexicon, Chief Mangosu-
thu Buthelezi's Inkatha
is seen as a Zulu
movement. Zulu warriors
brandishing spears and sticks;
a sophisticated leader shedding
western lounge suits for animal
skins to inspire supporters; an
ethnic force fighting black
township battles — these are
the images of a party n:
after' a symbol of the Zulu
guardian spirit.

Down at the local Inkatha
offices, though,
blurs. Not only do the officials
there have distinctly un-Zulu
names, but they are unequivo-
cally sefons of white
There's a
Breytenbach, a Myburgh, a Van
der-Heever, a Bekker...

“F've lived among the Zulus
all my life,” white Afrikaner par-
Hamentarian Jurie Mentz ex-
plained on defecting to Inkatha
from the ruling National Party
early this year. "They're my
people. | like to be with them.”

Mentz, unusual among
whites in that he speaks fluent
Zulu, said he decided to join the
pro-capitalist Inkatha after
visiting the ruins of
communism in Russia and
Eastern Europe, His defection

was followed by two other white _

MPs: English speaker Mike
Tarr, of the liberal Democratic
Party and fellow Afrikaner
Hennie Bekker, a National Party

parliamentarian for the
Johannesburg Constituency of
Jeppe. .

Less prominent political fig-
ures have followed, highlighting
the fundamental changes in
party profiles following
President F W de Klerk's 1990
abolition of a law forbidding
multiracial membership of polit-
ical parties.

While blacks are joining De
Klerk's National Party, despite
its segregationist past, whites
like Wilhelm Verwoerd, grand-
son of the former prime minis-
ter who devised apartheid, are
slowly starting to support
Nelson Mandela's African
National Congress [ANC]).

Inkatha, too, is benefiting
from this phenomenon.
Buthelezi's critics see him as an
autocrat who runs KwaZulu like
a private fiefdom. Significant
numbers of whites now hail him
as a moderate bulwark against
an ANC demonised by the gov-
ernment during its 30 years in
exile.

"It's quite simple really,” ex-
plained Nicholas Myburgh, a
former Inkatha chairman in the
Western Cape. "More and more

whites like myselfl have begun

The making of South Africa
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the stereotype.
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to realise the days of white poli-
tics are over. If we want.to exert
some influence in the future we
should throw our t in be-
hindnn:nftl:ln black

Myburgh, 30, is an Afrikans
farmer and one-time member of
Inkatha soon alter its 1990

opening to all races.
"I feel very at home in

" Inkatha,” he said. "It e

spouses
western democratic values, free
:nterpnu. all the sorts of

pkmttnﬂtpnﬂ;r
it's by E more acceptable than

the nlhuncc between the ANC,
the South Alrican Communist
party and Cosatu (the Congress
of South African Trad® Unions),
which has a socialist position
and a deep-seated Stalinist ap-
proach to doing political busi-
ness.”

Myburgh says there are
enough pro-Inkatha farmers in
his Swellendam district to war-
rant setting up one of the 50
Western Cape branches opened
by the party this year. Most new
members, said local me-
dia officer Cloete Breytenbach,
were white or "cojoured” [mixed-
race).

He added: "What we are ex-
periencing all over the Western
Cape is that the days of la-
belling the IFP as ethnic or
Natal-based is just out of teuch
with reality.”

Similar views were expressed

by Bekker, who spent 12 years
as a provincial councillor and
MF for the National Party. He
said: "Inkatha appealed to me
because it has firm

economic policies and is com-
mitted to federalism.”

* Now Inkatha's chief coordi-
nator in Transvaal province, the
non Zulu-speaking MP, de-
scribed it as the fastest growing
party in the country.

to Bekker, Inkatha's 2.6 million
members were increasing at a
rate of 25,000 to 35,000 a
month. A significant proportion
of these were white, he said,
with one survey suggesting
Buthelezi would receive 23 per
cent of the white vote in coun-
try's first democratic peoll next

T.

Inkatha's membership
claims contradict survey find-
ings that the party will win less
than ten per cent of next April's
vote. They are difficult to verify.
A spokesman for the ANC,
which is widely expected to lead
the country's first post-
apartheid government, laughed
incredulously at Inkatha's 2.6
million membership claim. The
ANC says Inkatha has a con-

Continued on page 11
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