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Mitterrand ends ROK tour :

French President Francois Mitterrand left for the former Soviet
republic of Kazakhstan Thursday after a three-day visit to South
Korea, Reuter reports from Seoul.

During his stay, Mitterrand agreed with South Korean
President Kim Young-Sam to boost economic cooperation and
cultyral exchanges between the two countries.

Mitterrand also pledged to su Seoul's efforts to resolve
its bitter row with communist N Korea over nuclear inspec-

Blast kills 12 in China : rweive workers

were killed as they slept, and three were injured when an
explosion flattened their dormitory at a in Guangdong
Province in southeastern China the China News Service said,
AFP reports from Hong Kong.
Initial investigation showed the blast could have been caused

by burning mosquito coil.

" Of the casualties, three people including a woman were killed
instantly, while another nine were crushed under the collapsed
dormitory.

PLO allowed to open office in Bern :

The Swiss government has granted permission to the Palestine
Liberation Organisation to open an office here in the capital, the
Foreign Ministry announced, AFP reports from Bern.

"~ The Ministry said Wednesday the PLO would be allowed to
open an office in Bern. The organisation already has a bureau in
Geneva, where it is accredited as an observer to the United
Nations.

Switzerland intended to support the Israeli-PLO autonomy
agreement, signed in Washington Monday, by contributing to
the reconstruction of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the
Ministry spokesman added. '
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Dr‘iﬁ? seized in Philippines :
Police fliegal drugs worth 40 million pesos [1.43 million)
during a raid at a house near a former US air base, police said
Thursday, AP reports from Philippines.

Sentor Inspector Generoso Galang, police intelligence chief,
said ‘the raid took place Wednesday in Angeles city near the
former Clark Air Base. The base was abandoned by the
Americans at the height of the eruption of Mount Pinatubo in
June 1991,

During the raid, police seized more than 1.14 kilograms (3

pounds) of high cocaine, 600 grams of marfjuana and
several plastics of hashish, a stronger derivative of marfjuana,

Galang said.
? more black commuters killed :

man with an assault rifle opened fire at a township
station Thursday, killing at least three black commuters

and injuring five, police said, AP reports from Johannesburg.
The attack in Daveyton, east of Johannesburg, was the
fourth on black taxi riders in a week. The motive was not

known. but the attack was similar to others blamed on political.,

rivalries among black
Political violence

negotiators announced an
tiating groups blame anti-reform forces for the bloodshed.

§3.3m hashish seized in Pakistan :

The Pakistan Narcotics Control Board said Thursday its officials
scized 10 tonnes of hashish, worth 3.3 million dollar , In
a raid on a container at Karachi Port, reports Reuter [rom

PSs.
April 27 election date, and major ne-

increased since black and white -

Karachi.
One sus

pect had been arrested after Wednesday's seizure,

board official Arshad Islam said.

The

drug was brought from northern Pakistan and packed in

small packages for shipment abroad.

In may narcotics
tonnes of hashish

seized a container carrying 12
for Montreal, Canada. .

Delhi considers federal
rule in Manipur

GAUHATI, Sept 16: India on
Thursday considered imposing
federal rule in a remote north-
easiern state where tist
guerfllas raided a village and
massacred 90 tribespeople, re-
ports AP.

The attack on Tuesday was
the latest clash involving
guerillas fighting for a home-
land in Manipur state for Naga
tribespeople, who dominate the
hilly region bordering Myanmar.

Entering a village at dawn,
the insurgents gunned down
members of the rival Kuki tribe.
The attack raised to 300 the
number of tribespeople who
have been killed in Manipur in
recent months. That includes
an atitack Monday that left 15
Kuki tribesmen dead.

Kuki militants on Thursday
avenge the massacre by setting
ablaze an entire village of about
25 homes inhabited Nagas.
There were no | late re-
ports ualtics.

The Jederal government re-
sponded by asking Manipur
Governor V.K. Nayyar on
Thursday to submit an assecss-
ment re so New Delhi can
decide whether to take control
of the state, a top Manipur gov-
ernment official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

For four decades, the Naga

guerillas have been fighting ri-
vals and India soldiers for a

Naga homeland that
would stretch from Manipur to
the neighbouring state of

Indian soldiers already there
comb the k jungles of the
two states the guerillas who

Insurgents of the National
Socialist Council of Nagaland
oppose the Kuki tribespeople’s
demand for a scparatec state
within India, fearing it will
weaken their struggle for inde-

For decades, the Kukis, a
migratory tribespeople, paid an
informal tax to the Naga mili-
tants to stay in Naga-dominated
areas of Manipur and Nagaland.
But last year, they stopped
paying and formed their own
militia to defend themselves

against Nagas.

AFP adds: India's Manipur
state remained tense today after
Naga insurgents massacred
nearly 90 members of a rival

fbe in the worst car
inked to their fight for a scpa

rate homeland

Executions in US have
reached highest level

WASHINGTON, Sept 16 : Dingerson said there are
Executions in the US have nearly 3,000 men and women
reached their highest level in  on death row.

more than 30 years, reports “The courts are more and
AFP. more willing to let states pull
So far this year 32 prisoners  the swilch,” she said.

have been executed. Only 31 :
Dingerson criticized Texas,

the country’s pacesetier with 14
executions so {ar this year.

But Willam Zapalac, an
Assistant Attorney General in
Austin, said that Texans were
staunch of the death
penalty and that his state had
merely become a master at
moving capital cases through
the justice system.

“Beginning in 1976, district
attorneys in Texas ... made a
concerted effort to be very thor-
ough and precise in how these
cases were put before the

ple
whole of 1992,
The execution of a murderer
in Virginia's electric their late
Tuesday was the 220th since
1976, when the US Supreme

peals fi I P
“We're seeing r— courts, Zapalac sal
cases lossed out of the courts, Wednnedny.-
especially Federal Courrs, that “The death penalty is the vio-
would have been beard five  jent response of a violent soclety
years age,” said Lei 1o the violence 1t both fears and
Dingerson of the national . is fascinated by,” said Herman
tion to abolish the death @Schwartz of American
penalty Unfversity in Washington.

| making some

International

UN elects 8 judges to try

Bosnia war criminals

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 16:
The General Assembly on
Wednesday elected eight of 11
judges for a UN War Crimes
Court that will try those ac-
cused of atrocities in the former
Yugoslavia, reports Reuter.

After four rounds of ballot-
ing, three seats on the court
remained to be filled and the
Assembly was to resume voting
on Thursday.

Also yet to be filled is the key

t of war crimes prosecutor,
to be appointed by the Security
Council on the nominhtion of
Secretary—General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali.

The council has been un-
able so far to reach consensus
on a nominee. '

The eight judges clected by
the Assembly are from the
United States, Canada, ltaly,
Egypt. China, France, Malaysia
and Australia, .

The court, established earlier

this year by the Security
Council, will be based at The
Hague. It is the first tribunal of
its kind since the war crimes
trials at Nuremberg and Tokyo
after World War Two.

The court will try those ac-

‘cused of murder, rape, torture,

"ethnic cleansing”™ and other
atrocities committed since
1991, when the Yugoslav
Federation began to break
apart.
The judges elected so far in-
clude one woman, former US

Federal Court Judge Gabrielle’

Kirk McDonald of Texas. She
was that state's first black fed-
eral judge before returning to
private practice in 1988,

She obtained the largest
number of votes on the
Assembly's firs ballot, when
seven judges were chosen.

No candidate obtained the
required majority of 94 votes on
the second or third ballots. But

on the fourth ballot the
Assembly eclected Sir Ninian
Stephen, who retired from the
Australian High Court in 1982
to serve until 1988 as
Governor-General of Australia.

In addition to McDonald,
who obtained 137 votes, and
Stephen, who received 37, the
following were elected to judge-
ships:

— Jules Deschenes of
Canada, who In the 1980s
headed a commission of inquiry
on alleged World War Two war
criminals living in his own
country (125 votes);

— Italian international law
professor Antonfo Casese (123);

— Georges Michel Abi-Saab
of Egypt. who is a law professor
in Geneval(l16);

— Li Haopei, Legal Adviser to
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
(111);

— Germain Le Foyer de
Costil of France, Presiding

Judge of the Court of Major
Jurisdiction of Nanterre(l07
votes); and

— Lal Chand Vohrah of
Malaysia, a senior high court
judge (96 votes).

The judges were elected from
among 22 candidates, win-
nowed by the Security Council
last month from a list of 41
nominated by various govern-
ments. The Counecil had origi-
nally selected 23 candidates but
one, a Swede, later dropped out.

Eligible to vote were all 184
members of the General
Assembly and two non-member
states with UN observer status
— the Holy See and
Switzerland.

The war crimes tribunal may
impose prison sentences but
not the death penalty.
Sentences are to be served in
countries chosen by the court
from a list of those offering
prison facilities.

The Buily Star 5

Ogata calls for aid to
rebuild Afghanistan

HHAD, Iran, Sept 16 :

The United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees,

Sadako Ogala (Japan) called

Wednesday for a r interna-
tional effort to rebuild
Afghanistan so three million

refugees still in Iran and.

Pakistan can return home, re-

ports AFP.

After a visit to the lran-
Afghan frontier town of
Dogharun about 200 kilometres
(160 miles) from. here,
said she would strive to mo-
bilise international help for

Afghanistan.

*If we want the movement of
refugees home to continue, the
international community must
step up its aid for reconstruc-
tion in Afghanistan.,” she told
journalists.

Ogata admitted that drum-
ming up financial aid for the
Afghans might be “difficult” at a
time when international atten-
tion is riveted on the Middle
East, Yu and Cambodia.

But she said she hoped her
visit would help refocus atten-
tion on the plight of the Afghan
reflugees.

Ogata began her three-day
visit to lran on at the
start of a fact-finding tour to
assess the situation of Afghan

refugees.
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Sanderson of Australia salutes members of the UN marine regiment Sept 16 in Phnom Penh.

Sanderson is

to leave Cambodia next week as

part of the UNtroops withdrawal in the

wake of the forming of the Cambodian'constitution by the cealition government. ~— AFP photo

Train crash
claims 77 in

Mozambique

MAPUTO, Sept 16 : At lcast

77 people were killed when a

train was derailed in

northern Mozambique on

Monday police said today, re-
ports Reuter.

Mozambique railways previ-
ously said 20 people were killed
and 60 injured when the train
came ofl the rails in Nampula
province’s Malema district.

There was no immediate ex-
planation for the discrepancy.

Police said 77 bodies, some
of them Malawians, had been
found in the wreckage, and a
further 56 people were injured.

The train was carrying 700
tonnes of freight and an un-

known number of passengers

when it ran off the rails.

An investigation has been
launched to establish the cause
of the derailment on the line
linking landlocked Malawi with
the Mozambican port of Nacala.
Arab states after the Israel-PLO

ment.

In Washington on Monday,
Israel and the PLO signed a
historic peace accord for limited
Palestinian self-rule in Israeli-

| occupied lands for an interim

.
raal

Violence takes 89 lives_in a week

deba

CAPE TOWN, Sept 16 :
Parlament begins an historic
debate today on arrangements
for an all-race election next year
to end 350 years of white domi-

Reuter.

Home Affairs Minister Danie
Schutte sald the house, com-
prising white, coloured (mixed-
race) an Indian legislators,
would debate proposals reached
at multi-party democracy talks

for an inde 1 commission
to the first election in-
volving blacks.

“It will be an historic occa-
sion because it will be the first
time that parliament debates
bill negotiated by all the major
parties on the South African
scene,” he said.

The Independent Electoral
Commission Bill is the first of
four transition laws prepared by
23 parties, including Nelson
Mandela's African National
Congress (ANC) to manage
South African in the run up to
next year's election,

It provides for a seven-mem-
ber pancl backed by up to five
foreign observers to set the
rules for the election and Lo

nation in South Africa, reports

certify it is free and fair,

The key bill, likely to go be-
fore parltament on Monday or
Tuesday, will provide for a
multi- Transitional Execu-
tive Council (TEC) to oversee
the government ahead of the
vote.

The TEC would give the back
five-to-one majority fits first
taste of power without surren-
dering final white control of key
government portfolios.

Schutte said the bills should
win easy approval from the gov-
ernment-dominated parliament
but amendments would be pos-
sible in consultation with de-
mocracy negotiators in Joha-
nnesburg,

"Parliaments is not a rubber
stamp,” he said.

He said the Electoral Co-
mmission Bill had been ap-
proved by Zulu Chief Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi’s Inkatha
Freedom ., which out the
negotiating forum in protest
against a majority decision in
July to hold the first all race
poll on April 27

Buthelezi has said he will

boycott the proposed election of
a parllament mandaled to wrile

S African parliament begins
on all-race polls

a non-racial constitution and he
has warned civil war could
erupt if he is ignored.

AFP reports from Joha-
nnesburg : At least 89 people
died in violence in South
Africa’s black townships during
the past week, with 54 of the
victims losing their lives in the
Johannesburg area, the walch:
dog Human Rights Commission
(HRC) said Thursday.

The volatile townships east
of here remained the most vio-
lent, and in some ol the worst
incidents this week 24 people
were killed when gunmen ran-
domly targeted black taxi com-
muters in separate attacks last
Wednesday.

The HRC described the
bloodshed as a "well orches-
trated massacre targeting laxi
commuters”

The massacres came less
than 24 hours after democracy
negotiators last Tuesday adop-
ted a draft bill to establish a
multi-party Transitional Exe-
cutive Council [TEC) which will
end the white-minority. gov-
ernments exclusive haold on

power

Time has conie to

make peace with

all Arabs : Peres

JERUSALEM, Sept 18: Fo-
reign Minister Shimon Peres,
speaking at the start of Jewish
new year celebrations, said the
time had come for lsrael to
make peace with all 24 Arab
states, says Reuter.

“There are 24 Arab states
and just as we have normalised
relations with China, with India
and with many other countries,
here too we must make peace...
with all 24," Peres told Isracli
television on Wednesday night.

He had returned home ear-
lier in the day with Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin after a
historic trip to Washington,
where Israel clinched deals set-
ting out the basis for peace with
the PLO and Jordan.

City official
receives 90
lashes in Iran

A city official in lran was
lashed in front of his office after
being convicted of taking bribes
and having illicit sexual rela-
tions, a newspaper reported on
Wednesday, reports Reuter

The unnamed director of the

. Property Registration Depart-

ment in the city of Amol, 120
km (75 miles) northeast of
Tehran, received 50 strokes for
bribery and 40 for illicit sexual
relations on Monday.

PLO-Israeli accord may

India, Pakistan to b

NEW DELHI, Sept 16: The
Israel-PLO peace agreementl is
people in South
Asta optimistic for the first time
in years that India and Pakistan
may one day bury the hatchet,

s AP,

Since their British-adminis-
tered partition 46 years ago,
India and Pakistan have fought
three wars over Kashmir.

analysts have jong be-
n.,-::z-: the rivalry will never
end. But all the pictures, and
television footage of Yitzhak
Rabin shaking hands with
Israel's previous public enemy
No. |, Yasser Arafat, are chang-
ing here.
Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation have
been enemies for as
as South Asia’'s two s Ik
Rabin and Arafat can do it, why
not us, some analysts are ask-
ing.

The agreement proves that
“such direct talks undertaken
in secret without the glare of

publicity are more productive
than much publicised sessions
where delegates tend to posture
for the benefit of respective
constituencies back home,” K.
Subrahmanyam, India's leading
military experl, wrote in the
Economic Times.

"Events occurring close o
the region are bound to have an
effect on India-Pakistan rela
tions, if not immediately, defi-
nitely in the short-run,” said
Bhabani Sengupta, and inter-
national relations expert at the
Centre for Policy Research, a
New Delhi-based think tank.

Kashmir was a princelfstate
that merged with India after
Britain's colony was partitioned
in 1947. Both countries claimed
the Muslim-dominated area,

separation from H lndu-;nml-

nated India to create their own
independent country, and in the
last three years they have
waged a guerrilla war that has
left more than 7,500 people
dead. Pakistan, which New
Delhi accuses of arming the
Muslim rebels, says that
Kashmiri people should be al
lowed to decide in a referendum
whether they want to remain in
India.

But India says it will always
keep Kashmir and accuses
Islamabad of occupying about
onc-third of the territory now
known as Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir, a province governed
from Islamabad.

*if the PLO can setile for au-
tonomy and abandon its de
mand for independence, why
can't the Kashmiris discuss
with New Delhi how the state
can rnjn:.uml autonomy?”

ﬂp‘:.kﬂ-““ between the

inspire

hatchet

two countries has created the
need for an oulside moderator

to solve the dispute, argues |

Sengupta.

“If we can achieve peace
through US-aided negotiations
in the Middle East, we should
be able to do so in a problem
much less complicated,” said
Sardar Abdul Qayyum Khan,
the Prime Minister of Pakistan-
held Kashmir.

Hashim Koreshi, a leader of
the Jammu - Kashmir Liberation
Front. a Pakistan-based inde-
pendence group, says he telexed
Arafat a letter asking for his
advice on Kashmini self-deter-
mination.

Even the government of
Pakistan has indicated It is
studying the agreement seri-

ously. "We have not recognized
Isracl. We have only recognized
the agreement between the PLO
and lsrael,” the country’s acting
Prime Minister, Moeen Qureshi,

Sadako Ogata

North Korea agrees to
hold talks with IAEA

SEOUL, Sept 16: North

Korea, facing possible trade
sanctions unless it opens nu-
clear sites to inspectors, has
agreed to hold talks with the
world's atomic, watchdog, a
South Korean Foreign Ministry
official said today, reports Reu-
tir :
The official said North Ko-
rean responded favourably to
last week's request by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to hold a second round of
negotiations in Vienna over
Pyongyang's suspected nuclear
weapons development progra-
mme.

“But North Korean has failed
to propose a meeting date in its
reply,” the official said.

The Vienna-based [AEA first
met the North in Pyongyang
early this month to discuss in-
spection of nuclear sites where
Pyongyang refuses to allow
JAEA inspection. The talks
made little progress.

South Korea's Yonhap news
agency said in a report from
Washington the United Siates
held a working-level meeting
with North Korea n Befjing on
Wednesday to persuade

s Stalinist Jeadership

to open the sites.
'~ Washington warned North
Korea it would not continue
high-level talks with
unless it resumed nuclear talks
with South Korea and the IAEA
in a bid to settle the ;
Yonhap said the US of
representatives was urging
Prestdent Bill Clinton the
UN Security Council to exert
economic pressure on North
Korea to stay in the Nuclear
non-proliferation Treaty (NPT)

which requires signatories to al-

Somali gunmen

kill 2 Italian

peacekeepers

MOGADISHU, Sept 16:
Somali gunmen shot dead two
Italian soldiers jogging in
Mogadishu port on Wedneaday
and fired mortar bombs into the
United Nations compound, in-
juring 11 stafl, reports Reuter.

The Italian soldiers were
killed while they around
the, UN port after dark as
Rome's contingent was with-
drawing from the capital after a
row pver UN policy in Somalia.

Off the Record

Monroe's dresses stolen

NEW YORK: Dresses once worn by
ing the one that rode up around her legs

Marilyn Monroe. inchad-
as she stood on a grat-

ing in the film "The Seven Year Itch,” have been stolen from a

'New York warehouse,

police said Wednesday, reports

Reuter.

Also stolen was the clinging sequjn dress the star wore when
she sang "happy birthday™ to President John F Kennedy at
Madison Square in New York in 19632.

Police said the robbery at a building

at West 28th St in

Manhattan where memorabilia were being stored was discov-
ered on Monday. Apart from the two dresses, the thieves took

letters written by the actress.

Anna Strasberg, executor of the Monroe estate and widow of
actor's studio founder Lee Strasberg, estimated the value of the

stolen items at 10 millon dellar.

American students
read too poorly

WASHINGTON: Many American students read too poorly to

understand simple written passages, federal education officials
said Wednesday in a report that offered yet another indictment

of the nation's schools,

reports AP.

But Education Secretary Dick Riley said parents share much
of the blame for allowing kids to watch too much TV.

"Children who read poorly

overdose on television,” Riley said

in releasing the report, “Reading Report Card for the Nation and

the States.”
The

report showed that a quarter of high school seniors,
nearly a third of eighth graders and 40

per cent of fourth

graders tesied in 1992 read so badly that they could not under-
stand material that should have been simple for students at

their respective levels.

The results were released a week after the Department of
Education reported that nearly half of adult Americans have
such weak reading and math skills that they are unable to per-
form tasks any more difficult than filling out a bank deposit sitp
or locating an intersection on a street map.

The department reported two weeks ago that few US stu-
dents can solve math problems that require more than an edu-

ted guess

New heart missed for

want of phone

TOPEKA. Kan: Richard Miller spent three years on a waiting
list for a new heart then missed a chance for a transplant be-
cause he couldn't afford to pay his telephone bill and service
was cut ofl, reports AP.

“The good news was they found me a heart,” Miller said
Tuesday. "The bad news was | didn’t get it because they couldn’t
contact me.”

The heart became available Tuesday morning at the
University of Kansas Medical Centre in Ransas City.

The 680-year-old Miller suffered three heart attacks in 1988,
then was told he could no longer work. He began receiving
Social Security ts of dirs 434 a month. But bills piled up
and Miller could not meet his payments.

‘Thin#ptwtough.lnntuulndptljnb'unhlll
operator at a warchouse. Doctors told him that “under no cir-
cumstances was | to go to werk.”

Miller quit the job and the bills filed up even higher. One of
lhunpaﬂﬁﬂi—hrwbphnmm—m-hm.

He ran up the phnrtbﬂl-rhenltknrmdhm-ﬂlhl
transplant. Miller, who's divorced, called his four children, and

they called him- usually collect.



